R

he end of another
#  year is approach-
ing. It certainly
isn’t by chance
that we spend the final
months of the year in
thanksgiving, As we prepare
for the new year, we think
of the many gifts we receive, ranging
from the small ones to the greatest gift
of all, our Lord Jesus Christ. As always, we will be entering the
new year with many resolutions.
It is very important how we approach all that we encounter
throughout the year. Focused on ourselves, we view our
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environment and its current events through a
distorting lens. In other words, we view the world
through ourselves. This view is limited and is
certainly influenced by our values. It is naturally
affected by our feelings and moods; it reflects our
current internal state. We show our gratitude to
God in a rather reserved manner, in relation to
the state of our being. If all is well, we speak of
being grateful to God. If things do not go according to our
own plans, our thoughts of gratitude retreat and with some
bitterness we begin to analyze our situation. In such a case
we are not capable of being attentive and sensitive to God’s
presence, no matter what the situation may be. A completely
different situation arises if the center of our attention is Jesus.
With the knowledge of God’s mercy revealed in the coming
of Jesus to this world and His sacrifice on the cross, we are
grateful even for the seemingly insignificant things in our lives
and in the lives of others. In a sense, seemingly insignificant
things make up our entire lives.

Let’s not allow for God’s gifts to become commonplace for
us. Let’s not allow for the arrival of God’s Son to this earth to
be only a matter of Christmas. Let’s look at events around us
through the eyes of Him through whom God’s love has been
revealed to us. Let’s be sensitive to the needs of others, and
grateful. This is where God’s blessings lie. May our lives radiate
with gratitude during the entire upcoming year.

We wish you a blessed and peaceful Christmas!
Editor-in-Chiet Natasha Legierski
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fiblizZil se zavér dal§iho roku. Jisté to neni ndhoda, Ze
posledni mésice v roce prozivame v diktivzdani. Podzimem
pocinaje a vanocemi vrcholice, uvédomujeme si ¢im jsme
obdarovani. Od vnimani téch nejmenSich dart, pres dary
veEtsi az po dar nejveét§i—Pana JeziSe Krista—chystame se ke vstupu
do nového roku. A op€t s mnohymi novymi pfedsevzetimi.

Je velmi dilezité, jaky je nas osobni pristup ke vSemu tomu,
co v priibéhu roku prijimame a co nas obklopuje. Je-li nas pohled
zamé&feny do svého vlastniho centra, je podstatné, na své okoli
a déni v ném, zkresleny. Jinymi slovy, divame se na svét skrze své
vlastni ja. Tento pohled je do uréité miry omezeny a rozhodné
ovlivnény Zebfickem nami vytvofenych hodnot. Pochopitelné
podléha naSim pocitim a naladam, odrazi se v ném naSe
momentalni vnitini rozpoloZeni. Vdé¢nost Panu Bohu projevujeme
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Vianoce

Anna Dudok
Nachadzame sa v predvia- oblohe i pri druhom prichode
noénej dobe. Ale ¢o vlastne Pana JeziSa. Jan piSe: ,,A videl
ﬁ pre nas znamenajli Vianoce? som sedem anjelov, ktori stoja |
; : red Bohom, a dalo sa im sedem s
f 1 Je to udalost, ktora sa stala pred P b hotovili by trabili” |
2000 rokmi, kedy si pripominame trib... a prihotovili sa, aby trubili |
’ ’ Prvy prichod Pana Jezi$a na tato i
l'__". Ze sa Pan JeZi§ narodil v mastali, zem\goll) tichv. Narodil sa v mastali: Lod
W vjasli€kach a tak sa pripajame k ostat- . ey . . A
“ iba Maria a Jozef boli tam pritomni.

nym ludom v oslavovani tejto histo- Wb ere Can I F]Hb Ostatni Iudia ani nesnivali o tom, ¢o

rickej udalosti. Alebo je to skuto¢nost, b . sa stalo
kytonl'srlvne ZaZI,h V,O svojom srdci, Ze s.a C V]Stmas Druhy prichod bude celkom iny. Pan
Pan Jezis narodil nielen v Betlehemske; B e O .
o B o . Y Jezi$ pride ako Kral kralov a Pan
mastali, ale Ze sa narodil aj v naSom v Prater panov, znidi svojim medom vietkych
srdci. Aj v tychto dioch, ked sme zaujati J b o ,
kralov a vladarov tohoto sveta a on

viano¢nymi pripravami, zamyslime sa,
¢o tieto Vianoce znamenaju pre nas.

jediny bude kralovat na veky vekov.

Where can I find Christmas? - )
Pavel pise: ,Ako Ze ja zijem, tak isté

Pan Boh v osobe Pana JeZisa osobne Soneone asked wie today)... ) o o
L. e . . je, hovori Pan, Ze mne sa skloni kazdé
zostupil z vysin nebies v podobe Cloveka wel Cbﬂstmas 18 tbat S]/Jecmf fee[mg koleno, a kazdy jazyk bude slavif
pred 2000 rokmi. Ale o je eSte doleZi- T{ME we sbm/e fmm bal‘g to bay Boha .
tejsie, Pdn Jez'ié znovi pride na tito wastmas isw't ona map... Pri prvom prichode Pan Jezi§ priSiel
Z?m’, a to su tie druhé Vianoce ktore And it's not J“St once a De‘”’ ako obetny baranok, aby zachranil lTudi
ocakavame. . Clyristmas is how we look on [ife... od hriechu: ,HTa, Baranok Bozi, ktory
Ked sa JeZzi§ narodil v Judskom Betle- , . ”
; . ) . And how we spread our cheer... snima hriech sveta!
heme, traja mudrci od vychodu prisli Pri druh ichod ide ako 1
Christmas is that fee ng... ri druhom prichode pride ako lev

do Jeruzalema a hovorili: ,Kde je ten
narodeny kral Zidovsky? Lebo sme videli
jeho hviezdu na vychode sInca a priSli

z pokolenia Judovho, aby si pobral
k sebe tych, ktori mu verne slazili.
Vianoce. Slavime Vianoce. Spomi-

You carry in your beart
Te“mg others dbOMt Jesus...

sme sa mu poklonit... A ked” vypoCuli And bow His [Ove m neveré)mt name si na udalosti, ktoré sa stali
krala Herodesa, mudrci odisli. A hfa, When we give our g1 ts to others pri prvom prichode I;Iaché dzame sa
hviezda, ktoru videli na vychode slnca, 1t’s not ones tbat come fyom a store... v obdobi medzi pr\./S/mi a druhymi
isla pred nimi, az prisla a zastala nad It's peace and love and j joy and fmtb"' Vianocami. Postavme si otdzku, ¢o si
iy "hestom, kde bolo dietatko. A zazric And hope forevermore... Pin Boh od nds ziada i v tichto dfioch? g
[ viez .u preveimi S? zara OV? b s Sme si isti tym, Ze sa Pan Jezi§ narodil "
| Pri druhom prichode Pana Jezisa . . . Y '|
| Jan pise: A videl som, ked' otvoril nielen v Betleheme, ale Ze sa narodil |
| t” ’ i v naSich srdciach? -
) Siestu pecat, a hla, povstalo vel'ké Ked . . Kosl ‘wieh o /
] zemetrasenie, a slnce sCernalo ako €C sa pripravujeme k osiavovaniu Jeho i
. ’ ] . prvého narodenia, nezabudnime, Ze
i srstené vrece, a mesiac bol cely ako . Iabeny Mesias sedi '-:'j'.
! krv. a nebeské hviezdy padali na prave teraz ten zaslubeny Mesias sedi |
i | ’ ” po pravici svojho Otca, vokol neho stoji W
| Ze;’;& sa Pén Jezis narodil v Betle- celé vojsko nebeské a chvalia ho diom | !
i nocou. A preto si postavme otazku,

heme, zjavili sa anjeli na oblohe
a zvestovali radostnu zvest pastie-
rom, zvest Ze priSiel Cakany
Mesias. Anjeli sa zjavia na

¢o Pan Jezi§ ¢akd od nds i v tejto
viano¢nej dobe. Aky dar mu prine-
sieme, ¢o mam pre Pana ja? 0O
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Jesus Christ, Compamion Within

Dr. Andrew Kmetko
Colossians 1:27; 24-29

Colossians is g |
one of the p'
greatest books |

in the New |

Testament, and

verse 27 of the
first chapter is
one of the great- |
est statements in l
the book. As the
Life Application Bible
suggests, its purpose was
to combat errors in the church
and to show that the believers have everything
they need in Christ.

This reminds me of one of the verses
we considered last year in 2 Peter 1:4: “His
divine power has granted to us everything

pertaining to life and godliness.” The Christian
is not a pauper begging handouts; he has been
assured by God that all of his needs will be
met.
There are several phrases that call for our
attention in Colossians 1:27, such as “make known,”
the “riches of the glory,” the “mystery,” “Christ
in you,” and “the hope of glory.” These are all
fascinating terms that are recorded for our blessing. I
wish to take these phrases to see how beneficial they
are to our Christian faith. I believe every word of the
Bible is important. “All Scripture is inspired by God and
is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for
training in righteousness” (2 Tim.3:16). The Bible not
only tells us how to be saved but also tells us how to live
the Christian life. In Hebrews 10:35 we are encouraged to
be confident, which in the Greek means bold, courageous,
fearless, and free. It means to speak plainly, boldly, and
confidently. When in Iconium in the synagogue, Paul
spoke “boldly, with reliance on the Lord.” This was
also true of Peter and John when in Acts 4:13
it is said that the people observed their confi-
dence and understood that these two men were
uneducated and untrained. The people marveled,
and recognized them as having been with Jesus.
Do people recognize that you have been with
Jesus? That you spend time with the Lord?
That you are a regular churchgoer? That you
read and study your Bible regularly? Let
me ask you, have you been with Jesus
in an intimate way today? I hope that

this sermon will
somehow create
within you an
intimacy with
Jesus so that your
friends will rec-
ognize that you
have been with him.
Remember that faith,
=ia hope and love are not
Foawal .
_ @m = justconcepts preached
or taught from the Bible
but should be nurtured as
life’s everyday building blocks.
First of all, this letter was written to
believers. The Colossians were the ones
being addressed. It really doesn’t matter how
old we are or how long we’ve been believers.
We are always in need of hearing and studying
the Word of God. I think the church’s greatest
need today is a knowledge of the Word. Our
text says “to whom God willed to make known.”
It is God’s will that believers know the Word.
What does it say, what does it mean? The priests in
Old Testament times were supposed to instruct
the people, but the people failed to listen or to
obey. “ ‘For the lips of a priest ought to preserve
knowledge, and from his mouth men should seek
instruction—because he is the messenger of the Lord
Almighty. But you have turned from the way and
by your teaching have caused many to stumble; you
have violated the covenant with Levi,’says the Lord
Almighty” (Mal. 2:7-8).
The most important job the pastor has is to preach
and teach the Word. Priests in the Old Testament were
responsible for teaching the law. They were to teach all
the decrees the Lord had given them through Moses. The
purpose of God’s law was to teach people how to distinguish
right from wrong, the holy from the common. The person
who lives by God’s Word would obviously be set apart from
the world. That is why being a leader in the
church is such an awesome responsibility.
If the Lord were not in it, it would be a
fearful liability. Leading God’s people is a
privilege and a responsibility. The believer is
responsible for the purity of his actions, the
quality of his example, and the truth of
his words. When in doubt, do what the
Lord told the prophet Haggai to do: “Ask
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the priest
what the law says.” At
one point in the history of
Israel, the prophet Hosea said, “My
people are destroyed from the lack of
knowledge.” That is why I feel that 2
Timothy 3:16-17 is so important: “All scripture
is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness,
so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work.” It is a knowledge of the Word
of God that equips us to know and to do the will of
God, “knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness”
(Titus 1:1). A knowledge of His word leads us to “glorious
riches.” In makes us aware of what we have in Christ. In
Ephesians 1:8, Paul puts it very plainly and wants us to know
how great his riches are. This is how it reads in the New
Testament translation known as the “message.” Because of
the sacrifice of the Messiah, His blood poured out on the
altar of the Cross. We are free people, free
of penalties and punishment chalked up
by all our misdeeds. And not just barely
free either, but abundantly free! The
N.L.V. uses the words “lavished on us.”
“Lavished,” in Greek perissecuo, means
to have in abundance, overflowing, more
than enough. The text goes on to say
“He thought of everything, provided for
everything we could possibly need.” This
reminds me of the text used the last time
I preached here, 2 Peter 1:3: “His divine
power has given us everything we need for
life and godliness.” Again we are told that
“God will supply all our needs according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
That is why Paul also said “I can do all
things though Christ who strengthens
me.”
There is a good illustration of
God’s abundance in the life of David
and his friend Mephilosheth. You will
remember that Saul was an enemy of
David. In fact, Saul wanted to kill David.
But Saul had a son named Jonathan who became a fast
friend of David’s. In fact, when Jonathan was killed
David lamented his death. He said, “I grieve for you
Jonathan my brother, you were very dear to me. Your
love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that
of women.” But as grace would have it, Jonathan
had a son whose name was Mephibosheth. This
son had met with an accident and was unable
to walk. I suppose today he would be confined to a wheelchair.
At one point David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the
house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan’s
sake?” When Mephibosheth, the cripple, was brought into
the presence of David, he said “What am I that you should
notice a dead dog like me?” In those days the worst kinds of
people were referred to as dogs, and here Mephibosheth regards
himself as a dead dog. What was David’s response to this?

“You will
always eat at my table.”
So he ate at David’s table like
one of the king’s sons.

This is surely a wonderful picture of
God’s grace. David is often thought of as a
type of Christ. Now listen carefully: “I come
to Christ as a dead dog indeed. I was dead
in trespasses and sin, and my sin is ever before
me. But God in His great mercy forgave me and
accepted me as His child. “But God Who is rich in
mercy even when we were dead.” Beth Moore in her
book A Heart Like His said “We cannot outsin God’s
ability to forgive.” When we accept Christ as Savior,

He blesses us and meets “all our needs according to
His riches in glory.”

God was pleased to reveal to His people, that is, to
believers, how great is His grace and the glory which
attends it. The Bible’s frequent use of such terms as riches,

wealth, and treasure reveals that Christ has

made available to us an inexhaustible and
unscarchable treasure. The word “riches,”
in Greek plutos, means, according to
Harper’s Greek Analytic Lexicon, “those
rich benefits, those abundant blessings
which flow from God or Christ and enrich
us spiritually.” As Paul says in 1 Corinthians
1:5, “For in Him you have been enriched
in every way—in all your speaking and in
all your knowledge.”

This leads me to another statement
in our text which has to do with “Christ
in you.” This particular phrase is often
attributed to the Holy Spirit. According
to the Word of God we know that, at the
point of salvation, the believer receives
the Holy Spirit. The reception of the
Holy Spirit is not a second work of
grace. It is the Holy Spirit who actually
causes us to be born again. In John
14:16, Jesus said, “I will ask the Father

and He will give you another counselor
to be with you forever, the Spirit of

Truth... you know him for he lives in you and with you

and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I

will come to you.” And He has—”Christ in you.” “The

counselor, the Holy Spirit... will teach you all things

and will remind you of everything I have said to

you.” Having said that, God gives the Holy Spirit

and reminds us of one of the greatest of all gifts,

peace. “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give

you. I do not give to you as the world gives.

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

Paul mentions the gifts of the Spirit of God in Galatians
5:22: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control,”
and elsewhere, in 2 Peter 1:5, “ ...add to your faith goodness,
and to goodness knowledge, and to knowledge self-control,
and to self-control perseverance, and to perseverance godliness,

15" Continues on page 131
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Jezis

List Kolosanom je |
jednou z vyznam-
nych knih Novej |
Zmluvy a 27. verS |

prvej kapitoly je |

jednym z najvéacésich
vyrokov tohoto listu.
Ako naznacuje zvdzok |
,Life Application Bible®, I
cielom listu bol zapas &
s omylmi v cirkvi a pouka-
zanie na to, Ze veriaci ludia
maju v Kristu vSetko, ¢o potrebuju.

To mi pripomina jeden z verSov, nad
ktorymi sme uvazZovali minuly rok—treti vers
prvej kapitoly druhého listu Petrovho: ,Jeho

bozska moc nam darovala vSetko potrebné pre
Zivot a zboznost...“ Krestan nie je ani bedar ani
Zobrak, ktory prosi o ,,zvy§ky“. Pan Boh mu dava
uistenie, Ze vSetky jeho potreby budu naplnené.
V 27. versi prvej kapitoly listu KoloSanom sa
nachadza niekol'ko slov a fraz, ktoré uputaju nasu
pozornost, ako ,dal poznat®, ,bohatstvo slavy“,
Ltajomstvo®, ,Kristus vo vas“ a ,nadej slavy“. Tieto
fascinujuce pojmy su tu zaznamenané pre nasSe

pozehnanie. Chcem sa uchopit tychto slov a fraz a vidiet

ich osoh pre naSu krestansku vieru. Verim, Ze kazdé slovo

v Biblii je dolezité. ,Kazdé pismo, vdychnuté Bohom,

je aj uzito¢né na vynaucovanie, karhanie, napravanie, na
vychovné kaznenie v spravodlivosti“. Biblia nam nehovori

len o tom, ako mdéZeme byt zachraneni, ale aj o tom,

ako mame Zif krestansky Zivot. List Zidom 10,35 nas
povzbudzuje, aby sme mali doveru, o v gréctine znamena,
aby sme boli smeli, odvazni, nebojacni a slobodni. Znamena

to aj hovorit jasne, slobodne, smelo a s doverou. Ked bol
Pavel v Zidovskej synagoge v Ikoniu, hovoril ,,smelo, doverujuc
Panovi“. To isté bolo pravdou aj o Petrovi a Janovi, ked sa
v Skutkoch 4,13 piSe, Ze ludia videli ich odvahu a uvedomili si,
Ze su to ludia neudeni a jednoduchi. Cudovali sa a spoznali, Ze

tito Iudia boli s JeziSom. Poznavaju ludia, Ze si bol
som? Vidia na tebe, Ze travi§ svoj ¢as s Panom, Ze
riadne navstevuje§ zborové spolocenstvo cirkvi,
ze pravidelne ¢itaS a Studujes§ svoju Bibliu?
Chcem sa ta opytat, i si bol aj dnes v intimnom
obecenstve s JeziSom? Dufam, Ze tato kazen
uréitym spésobom vytvori v tebe doverny vztah

s JeziSom, a Ze aj tvoji priatelia spoznaju,

zZe si bol s nim. Pamétaj na to, Ze viera,
nadej a laska nie su len pojmy, o ktorych

s Jezi-

Kristus, spolotnflk v nds

Dr. Andrew Kmetko
Text: Kol. 1,27

sa kaze a vyu-

Cuje z Biblie,

ale maju byt

budované ako

stavebné prvky

nasho kazdoden-

ného zivota.
Predovsetkym,

tento list bol pisany

veriacim. Krestania

v Kolosach su jeho
adresatmi. NezaleZi

na tom, aki sme stari,

ani na tom, ako dlho sme veriaci. Vzdy
potrebujeme pocuvat a Studovat BoZie Slovo.
Myslim, Ze najva¢Sou nudzou dnesnej cirkvi je
znalost Slova. Nas text hovori: ,,Im chcel Boh

dat poznat“. Je BoZou volou, aby veriaci poznali
Jeho Slovo. O ¢om hovori a ¢o to znamena? Od
knazov v Starom Zakone sa ocakavalo, Ze budu
vyucovat lud, avSak Iud nepocuval ani neposlichal
(Mal.2,7-9): ,Lebo rty knaza maju zachovavat
znamost, a zakon budu hladat z jeho ust! Lebo je
poslom Hospodina Zastupov. Ale vy ste vybocili
z cesty a sposobili ste to, Ze mnohi klesli v zakone,
a porusSili ste zmluvu Léviho, hovori Hospodin

Zastupov.”

NajdolezitejSou ulohou kazatela je kazat a vyucCovat

Bozie Slovo. Knazi v Starom Zakona zodpovedali za
vyucovanie Zakona. Mali ucit vSetkym nariadeniam,
ktoré im Pan dal prostrednictvom MojziSa. Cielom
Bozich zakonov bolo naucit lud, ako odliSit spravne od
nespravneho, svité od obecného. Clovek, ktory Zije podla
Bozieho Slova, je oCividne oddeleny od sveta. Byt vodcom
v cirkvi je teda uzasne velkou zodpovednostou. Ak by Pan
nebol pri tomto pocinani, bol by to hrozny zavazok. Vedenie
Bozieho Iudu je vysadou i zodpovednostou. Veriaci Clovek je
zodpovedny za Cistotu svojich skutkov, kvalitu svojho vzorného
Zivota a za pravdivost svojich slov. Ak ma pochybnosti, ma urobit

to, ¢o Pan povedal prostrednictvom proroka Haggea: ,Noze

sa opytaj knazov na zakon...“. V jednom obdobi
historie Izraela prorok Hozeas povedal: ,Moj
Iud bude vyhladeny preto, Ze nieto znamosti“.
Aj preto si myslim, Ze slovo druhého listu
Timoteovi 3,16-17 ja také dolezité: ,Kazdé
pismo, vdychnuté Bohom, je aj uzitocné
na vynaucovanie, karhanie, napravanie, na
vychovné kaznenie v spravodlivosti, aby bol
Clovek Bozi dokonaly, ku kazdému dobrému
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skutku pri-
praveny“. Je to prave zna-
most Bozieho Slova, ktord nas
vystrojuje, aby sme poznali a konali
Boziu volu. Podla listu Titovi 1,1 znamost

pravdy vedie k poboZnosti.

Poznanie Jeho Slova nas vedie k Jeho
»slavnemu bohatstvu”. Pomaha nam uvedomit si,
¢o mame v Kristu. Vo 6smom versi prvej kapitoly
listu Efezanom to Pavel vyjadril vel'mi jasne, tuZiac, aby
sme pochopili, aké velké je Jeho bohatstvo. V preklade
Novej Zmluvy, znamom ako ,,Posolstvo®, ¢itame tento vers
nasledovne: ,Pri MesiaSovej obeti bola Jeho krv preliata
na oltari kriza. Sme slobodni Iudia—slobodni od trestov
zaznamenanych v§etkymi nasimi zlymi skutkami. Sme slobodni;
nielen sotva, ale v plnej hojnosti slobody!“ Anglicky preklad

Biblie N.I.V. (New International Version) tu pouZiva slova

,Stedro nas zahrnul®. Jedna sa tu o povodné

grécke slovo ,perisseuo”, ktorého vyznam !
je mat v hojnosti, prebytku, mat viac ako it
dost. Text pokracuje dalej a hovori: ,,On
myslel na vSetko, ¢o nam poskytne v kazdej
oblasti, v ktorej by sme mohli mat nudzu®.
To mi opit pripomina text, ktory som pouzil
posledne, ked som tu kazal: ,Jeho bozska
moc nam darovala vSetko potrebné pre Zivot
a zboznost...“ (2 Pet.1,3). Bozie Slovo nam
tieZ hovori, Ze: ,Boh naplni kazdu vasu
potrebu podla svojho bohatstva v slave,
v Kristu JeziSovi“. Prave preto apostol Pavel
povedal: ,VSetko vladzem v tom, ktory ma
posiliuje, v Kristovi®.

Existuje dobra ilustracia BoZej hojnosti,
a sice v zivote Davida a jeho priatela Mefi-
boseta. Iste sa rozpomeniete na to, Ze Saul

bol Davidovym nepriatelom. V skuto¢nosti

Saul chcel Davida zabit. Saul v§ak mal

syna menom Jonatan, ktory sa stal vernym

priatelom Davidovym. Ked' bol Jonatan

zabity, David oplakaval jeho smrt a povedal: N
,Uzko mi je nad tebou, moj brat Jonatan!

Drahy si mi bol velmi! Podivuhodnejsi si mi bol vo svojej

laske nad lasku Zien“. Jonatan mal syna, ktorého meno bolo

Mefiboset. Stal sa mu vSak uraz a bol chromy na nohy.

Predpokladam, ze dnes by bol priputany ku kolieskovému

kreslu. Raz sa David opytal: ,,Ci je este niekto, kto

by bol pozostal z domu Saulovho? Lebo by som mu

chcel preukazat milost pre Jonatana“. Ked bol mrzak

Mefiboset privedeny k Davidovi, povedal: ,,Co je tvoj

sluZobnik, Ze si pohliadol na mrtveho psa, aky som

ja?“ V tych dioch hovorili len o tom najhorSom

druhu l'udi ako o psoch, a tu Mefibéset povazuje samého seba za

mftveho psa. Ako na to zareagoval David? . Ty budes jest chlieb

pri mojom stole vZdycky...a tak jedol pri Davidovom stole, ako

niektory zo synov kralovych®.

Toto je istotne nadherny obraz Bozej milosti. O Davidovi sa ¢asto
uvaZzuje ako o predobraze Pana JeZiSa Krista. A teraz pocuvajte
pozorne: ,,PriSiel som ku Kristu ako skuto¢ne mrtvy pes. Bol som
mitvy v prestupeniach a v hriechu a moj hriech je stale predo mnou.

Ale Boh

mi vo svojej vel'kej milosti

odpustil a prijal ma za svoje

dieta.” ,Ale Boh suc bohaty v milosr-

denstve...aj ked' sme boli mftvi v previne-

niach, spolu nas oZivil s Kristom...“. Beth

Moore vo svojej knizke ,Srdce podobné Jeho

srdcu” hovori: ,,Ani na$ hriech nemdzZe nijako

zmen§it Boziu schopnost odpustat”. Ked prijmeme

Krista ako nasho Spasitela, poZehna nas a ,naplni

kazdu nasu potrebu podla svojho bohatstva v slave®.
Bohu sa zalubilo zjavit svojmu ludu, ¢iZe veriacim,

velkost Jeho milosti a slavy, ktora ju sprevadza. Casté

pouZivanie takych pojmov v Biblii ako su bohatstvo

a poklad nam zjavuje, Zze Kristus nam skuto¢ne spristupnil

nevyCerpatelny a nevyspytatelny poklad. Slovo ,bohatstvo“

je grécke slovo ,plutos®, ktoré je v Harperovom gréckom

analytickom slovniku vysvetlené ako ,ten

bohaty osoh, tie hojné poZehnania, ktoré
plyni od Boha alebo Krista a duchovne
nas obohacuju“. Ako Pavel hovori v 1
Kor.1,5: ,V nom ste obohateni vSetkym,
kazdym slovom i kazdou znamostou“.

Toto ma vedie k dalSiemu vyroku

v nasom texte, ktory je v suvislosti so slovom
,Kristus vo vas®. Tato osobitna formulacia sa
Casto pripisuje Duchu Svatému. Na zaklade
Bozieho Slova je ndm zname, Ze v momente
zachrany veriaci ¢lovek prijima Svétého
Ducha. Prijatie Sv. Ducha nie je druhym
dielom milosti. Je to Sv. Duch, ktory nas
v skutocnosti ,zrodi znovu®. V evanjeliu
podla Jana 14,16 JeziS povedal: ,,Ja poziadam
Otca, a da vam iného TeSitela, aby bol
s vami na veky, toho Ducha pravdy...vy
ho poznate, pretozZe byva u vas a bude vo
vas. Neopustim vas, aby ste boli sirotami,
pridem k vam®“. A naozaj priSiel! , Kristus

.:'-'.--_:.'_' ‘. © vo vas..“. ,Tesitel, Svity Duch...ten vas

nauci vSetkému a pripomenie vam vsetko,
¢o som vam povedal“. A povediac tieto
slova, On, Boh, ddva Sviatého Ducha a pripomina ndm jeden
z najvacsich darov: ,pokoj“. ,,Pokoj vam zanechavam, svoj
pokoj vam davam; nie tak, ako dava svet, ja vam davam.
Nech sa nel'aka vase srdce ani nestrachuje®.

Pavel sa zmienuje o ovoci Ducha v liste Galatanom
5,22: ,Ale ovocim Ducha je laska, radost, pokoj,
zhovievavost, dobrota, dobrotivost, vernost, krotkost
a zdrZanlivost“ a na inom mieste v 2 Pet.1,5:
»-..a pOskytujte vo svojej viere cnost a v cnosti
znamost a v znamosti zdrZanlivost a v zdrzan-
livosti trpezlivost a v trpezlivosti pobozZnost
a v poboznosti milovanie bratstva a v milovani bratstva lasku”.
Uvazoval som nad tym, preco pojem zdrzanlivost bol pouzity ako
ovocie Sviatého Ducha. Toto slovo je pouzité v Novej Zmluve len
dva razy. Vyhladal som si ho v gréctine, kde znamena byt odolny,
pevny, schopny zvladnut. Byt panom samého seba, to znamena
byt schopny ovladnut vsSetky negativne city. Tesne predtym,
ako sa Pavel zmienuje o ovoci Ducha, predkladd ndm zoznam

015>  Pokra¢onanie na strane 131
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:_rJ hen I decided to preach or study
the book of Titus, the heavens
didn’t open, nor was I struck
by lightning or hear a voice like

thunder roaring from the skies telling me
what to do. I am, however, indwelt by
the Holy Spirit and following the dictates
of the Spirit, I decided to preach from
the book of Titus. As far as I know, this
is the first time I have ever preached
from this book.

I am not going to say much about
the human author, Paul, just that he was
motivated and inspired by the Holy Spirit
to write the letter. The letter was written
to Titus, a good friend and fellow traveler
with Paul. He was a faithful emissary to
the troubled church in Corinth (2 Cor.
7:6-7), to which Paul wrote that God,
“who comforts the downcast, comforted
us by the coming of Titus, and not only
by his coming but also by the comfort
you had given him. He told us about your
longing for me, your deep sorrow, your
ardent concern for me, so my joy was
greater than ever.”

In this brief statement, Paul says a
great deal about Titus, that he was a great
comfort to the Corinthians and to Paul.
This believer, Christian, church member
was a great comfort! Have you been a
great comfort to someone? If you are a
believer, a Christian, a church member
then you should also be one who is
able to comfort others. Remember again
what Paul said in his second letter to
the Corinthians (1:5-7): “...through
Christ our comfort overflows. If we are
distressed, it is for your comfort and
salvation; if we are comforted, it is for
your comfort....And our hope for you
is firm, because we know that just as
you share in our sufferings, so also
you share in our comfort.” If you have

i
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Doing What Is Good

Dr. Andrew Kmetko
Titus

been a recipient of His
blessings, of His comfort,
then share it with others.
Don’t hoard it only for
your own use but share it
for the use of many.

It is my conviction
that we do not share
enough of God’s bless-
ings with others, even
with other believers. We
talk about everything but
the Lord and His bless-
ings to us. What has He done for you
lately?

There was a terrible problem in the
Corinthian church. The issue concerned
a Christian who was carrying on an
incestuous sexual relationship with his
mother. Think of it: a son having sex with
his mother! Some have interpreted this
passage as meaning his stepmother; that
is, his biological mother died, his father
remarried and this was his stepmother,
not his biological mother. But the text
doesn’t support this interpretation. Have
you ever noticed how open and forthright
the Word of God is in talking about sin?
It is outspoken and often mentions in
detail the sins committed by individuals
or nations. There is the incident in the
book of Acts about Ananias and Sapphira.
Both lied and tried to cover it up, but
they were found out by the Holy Spirit
and as a result were executed, and buried
on the spot. It is not a good practice to
try to cover up any sin we may commit.
“If we confess our sin he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sin and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”

This was not a small problem, and yet
this situation did not seem to faze the
Corinthians in the least. It’s much like our
generation saying, “I did nothing illegal
or wrong.” The godly response should
have been grief for this wayward brother,
leading to discipline that would exclude
him from intimacy with the congregation

until he showed genuine
repentance for his action.
What should have hap-
pened is recorded in Mat-
thew 18:15-17: “If your
brother sins against you,
go and show him his fault,
just between the two of
you. If he listens to you,
you have won your brother
over. But if he will not
listen, take one or two
others along, so that every
matter may be established by the testimony
of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church; and
if he refuses to listen even to the church,
treat him as you would a pagan or a tax
collector.” Titus may very well have been
with Paul in this most sorrowful, grievous,
distressing situation.

Titus and Paul parted on Crete, an
island in the Mediterranean Sea located
south of Greece. God was using Paul
to call a people for Himself and to teach
them the truth which is conducive to godly
living, as Paul instructed Timothy, “But
you, man of God, pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance, and
gentleness” (1 Tim. 6:11). In other words,
Paul’s ministry was aimed at both the
salvation and sanctification of God’s
people. In the very first verse of Titus,
Paul speaks of “...the knowledge of
the truth that leads to godliness.” You
cannot know God’s will without knowing
God’s Word, and neither can you live the
Christian life without that knowledge.
That is why I personally spend a great deal
of time reading and studying God’s Word
and encourage others to do likewise.

Titus was sent to the island of Crete so
that he might straighten out the existing
problems. Paul must have had a great deal
of confidence in Titus. Notice what is
said about the Cretans in the first chapter,
verses 10 tol3. The word “silenced”
caught my attention, so I looked up its
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meaning in the Greek text. It is the Greek
word epistimidzo. It means “to apply
a muzzle, to gag or to silence.” How
does a believer do this since he is kind,
considerate, loving and thoughtful? He is
thinking of their eternal lives.

Our faith in Christ and our knowledge
of the word rest on the hope of eternal
life. Shortly after I became a Christian,
I began a program of memorization.
Later I discovered the Navigators, which
was a group of believers devoted to the
memorization of the Word. They had
small address-type cards on which a verse
of Scripture was printed with the reference
on the opposite side. I eventually bought
some blank cards and cut out of old Bibles
the verses that I wanted to memorize.
One of the first verses was Titus 1:2
in the King James version: “In hope
of eternal life which God that cannot
lie promised before the world began.”
There were several words in this text that
absorbed my attention.

There is first of all the word “hope”
—“in hope of eternal life.” “Hope” as
we use it today simply means that what
is desired is also possible, or that events
may turn out for the best, for example,
“I hope to see you tomorrow.” But the
Biblical word hope means much more.
It is the Greek word”elpis and means
“absolute confidence in eternal life.” As
with all believers, the elect, Paul’s life
and service were firmly rooted in hope,
which eagerly and confidently awaits the
realization of eternal life, life not only
endless but having an eternal quality.
Believers already possess eternal life, as
stated in John 5:24. Jesus says, “I tell
you the truth, whoever hears my word
and believes him who sent me has eternal
life and will not be condemned. He has
crossed over from death to life.” Have
you crossed over? Do you possess eternal
life? Believe in the Lord Jesus and you
will have eternal life. Its full and perfect
realization awaits the return of the Prince
of Life.

I hear a lot of talk about Heaven and
what’s there. I really don’t know. The
Bible is rather quiet about the things
that we are going to experience. I know
what isn’t going to be there, and that
is recorded in Revelation 21:4, “He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will
be no more death or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of things has

passed away.” My, what a wonderful
place Heaven must be just because of the
absence of these things which trouble us
so much. Think of it: no more pain, no
tears, no more memorial services. When
we lost our daughter just a few years ago
I thought my heart would break, and I
told my remaining children, “Please don’t
do this to me again.” Just think, no more
tears and no more death—that in itself
would be heaven. This is our hope, not
wishful thinking but a firm assurance.

Both our faith and knowledge are
“resting on the hope of eternal life.”
The phrase “resting on” is taken from a
single Greek word, epi. But it is better to
understand this word as “with a view to.”
Paul’s thought is that all his ministry is
“with a view to” eternal life. This hope
was promised to the believer (elect) from
cternity past. In 1 Timothy 1:9, Paul
explains that God “ has saved us and
called us with a holy calling not according
to our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace which was granted us
in Christ Jesus from all eternity.” When
was that? How old is the planet, this
carth? Who knows? Some time ago I
was listening to a tape by Hugh Ross,
a believing scientist. He said the planet
earth is millions of years old. I don’t know
about that, but I do know that before the
earth was created, I existed in the mind
of God. Before I was born, God had me
in mind. I believe that my eternal destiny
was settled before this planet existed.
“God is not a man that he should lie!
neither the son of man, that he should
repent; hath he spoken and shall he not
do it? or hath he spoken and shall he not
make it good?” (Num. 23:19)

Now, God cannot default on His
Word. Only in these latter days, however,
has the full understanding of that word
come to light in the message God gave
Paul to preach. As is common in the
Pastorals, the apostle referred to God as
Saviour. One example is in 1 Timothy
4:10, where he said “for, therefore, we
both labor and suffer reproach, because
we trust in the living God who is the
Saviour of all men, especially of those that
believe.” And again in this letter Titus 1:3:
“and at his appointed season he brought
his word to light through the preaching
entrusted to me by the command of God
our Saviour.” God’s eternal plan was to
salvage a people for Himself, and this,

rather than any worldly agenda to liberate
social structures or institutions, formed
the primary focus of Paul’s ministry.

As with hope so with faith, knowledge,
and eternal life. These are not just vague
pious aspirations but are sure, because they
are grounded in the absolute trustworthi-
ness of God,”who cannot lic.” In the same
way, hope is not a vague, pious aspiration
but is sure, because it is grounded in
the absolute trustworthiness of God, the
character of God “who does not lie.” This
is the Greek word apseudos and means
“incapable of falsehood.” God couldn’t
tell a lie if He wanted to. This assures the
fulfillment of His promise or, should we
say, this assures the fulfillment of all His
promises. For example, the promise of
peace as in John 14:27: “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you: not
as the world giveth give I to you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid.” The promise of truth and peace
can be found throughout the Word, and
God stands behind all of the promises He
has made. He said to His followers (John
16:33), “These things I have spoken to
you that in me you may have peace. In
the world you have tribulation but take
courage, I have overcome the world.” In
the world we are surrounded by trouble.
We have all sorts of unsolvable problems,
difficulties that are all but impossible for
us to solve, but be strong and of good
courage, fearless in the face of misfortune,
because He Who has promised us peace
cannot lie. Where the gift is given Paul
also said (Phil. 4:7), “and the peace of
God, which surpasses all comprehension,
shall guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.”

What else has God promised? Some-
thing all of us have, I hope: eternal life,
and this He promised before the world
began. To me this means, as I said earlier,
before the planet earth existed. 1T was
down at the Navy Pier for the flower show
some time ago, and they had on display
the bones of some dinosaurs. How old
are those bones? Scientists say they are
very old—thousands upon thousands of
years old. Who knows for sure? But God
promised this eternal life before the world
began. Paul said to Timothy (2 Tim. 1:9)
that “God saved us and called us to a holy
life...not because of anything we have

" Continues on page 130
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verybody who is con-

E nected with the Czecho-

slovak Baptist Conven-

tion knows Joe (Joza) Novak.

This dear friend and co-worker

is celebrating his 70™ birth-
day.

Joe Novak pastored Czecho-
slovak churches in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, in Toronto, and
then in other Baptist churches
in Weston and in Mississauga,
Ontario.

Joe held many different
positions in the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention. He was
president, vice-president, executive secretary, and editor of
Glorious Hope. He is currently president of the Czechoslovak
Evangelical Mission, which he found in 1985. He writes and
distributes Christian literature, tracts and booklets.

Joe is married to Rose, his faithful helper and co-worker,
and on December 29, 2000, they will celebrate their 51st
anniversary (Golden + 1). They have four children and ten
grandchildren.

Joe, we wish you (and Rose), on behalf of the Czechoslovak
Baptist Convention of USA and Canada, God’s blessings
and good health.

George Sommer

[You can read more about Joe Novak’s life in Glorious Hope, in

May 1999, page 64, and in March 2000, page 27 issues. |
!?E ] é!

Rose and Joe Novak

Editorial ... Pokracovani ze strany 122

ponékud rezervované, v piimé spojitosti s nasi vlastni
osobou. Je-li vSechno v pofadku, hovorime o vdécnosti Panu
Bohu. Nebézi-li vSechno podle naSich predstav, mySlenky na
vdécnost ustupuji do pozadi a s uréitou hofkosti rozebirame
svou vlastni situaci.V takovém pripad€ nejsme schopni nic
jiného vnimat a chybi nam citlivost na BoZi pfitomnost,
at uz je situace jakakoliv.

Docela jina situace nastane, je-li stredem nasi pozornosti
kazdodenné Pan JeziS. S védomim BoZi milosti, zjevené
v prichodu Pana JeziSe Krista na svét a potom také jeho
obéti na kfiZi, jsme velice vdécni i za ty zdanlivé malickosti
v Zivoté osobnim i v Zivotech naSich bliZznich. Malickosti
prakticky tvofi nas Zivot.

Nedovolme, aby nam Bozi dary zevSednély. Nedovolme,
aby samotny prichod Boziho Syna na zem se stal pouze
zalezitosti vanoc. Divejme se na udalosti kolem sebe o¢ima
toho, ve kterém nam je zjevena Bozi laska. Citlivé reagujme
na potieby druhych a budme vdé¢ni. V tom spociva Bozi
poZehnani. Kéz o vécnosti nase Zivoty svédCi po cely
pristi rok!

Séfredaktorka Natasa Legierskd

PoZzehnané a pokojné vanoce vam srde¢né preje nase
redakce!! Q

Bible Study =« Continues from page 128

done but because of his own purpose and grace. This
grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of
time.” This promise existed within the Godhead before
He created the world. In other words, it is rooted in
God’s eternal purpose for humankind. It is not just
a figment of my imagination but is grounded in the
Word of God.

We “hope” in something that we do not experience
with the physical senses. “...But hope that is seen is no
hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?” (Rom.
8:24-25) Hope doesn’t respond to the five senses: you
can’t see it, hear it, smell it, taste it, feel it; you can’t
touch hope with your hands or any other part of your
body. This calls for faith in the Word of God and
what it says about salvation and how it is appropriated.
“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message,
and the message is heard through the Word of Christ”
(Rom. 10:17). Where does hope come from? Not from
the depths of the earth or seas. It comes from God. And
it is impossible for God to lie.

Once again we see the importance of hope--the very
antithesis of the despair that might grip us if we saw no
more than the sinful world. But as the elect, believers,
we do see more. We look forward to the consummation
of God’s great work of salvation. Amen!

a
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Jesus Christ ... Continues from page 125

and to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness
love.”

I wondered why the term self-control was used as a gift
of the Holy Spirit. It is used only twice in all of the New
Testament. In Greek it means strong, stout, possessed of
mastery—mastery of self, that is, to be able to control all of
your negative emotions. Just before Paul mentions the fruit of
the Spirit, he gives a list of the emotions. One is control. Do
you know what incontinence is? It means that you have lost
control. If a pilot loses control of his plane it crashes, so if
a person loses control of his emotion he crashes. If you are
angered by some event, don’t go into a rage. Control yourself
under the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

Having said all that, let’s take a look at the treasure God
has accumulated. We can’t begin to know the extent of God’s
unsearchable riches. It goes far beyond our limited human
understanding, but it does not go beyond our admiration or
thankfulness. In the Old Testament God said that the Israelites
were His treasured possession: “Although the whole earth is
mine, you will be my treasured possession.” He then follows
that up in the New Testament by saying that we are a “chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God that you may declare the praises of Him... once you
were not a people but now you are the people of God. Live
such good lives among the unbelievers that, though they
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds
and glorify God.”

God said that all the silver and gold and cattle on a thousand
hills belong to Him, every bird in the mountains and the
creatures of the field. “...for the world is mine and all that is in
it.” And don’t forget that as believers we are His.

If we are His treasure, then He blesses us out of that
treasure. We are His treasure trove. We are His diamonds,
His pearls of great price. God has a great treasure trove of
blessings that He wants to bestow upon us. If we are a part of
the storchouse of His wealth, out of this treasure He not only
blesses us but also makes us a blessing. If I am a part of His
treasure, then He takes me, a jewel out of His wealth, to bless
or enrich others. Paul said to the Ephesians “...that you may
know the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints” (Eph.
1:18). His inheritance of His wealth is in us. We believers are
part of His treasure trove.

Have you blessed anyone today or enriched them? Remember
the words of our Lord when he said, “If anyone thirsts, let him
come to me and drink. Rivers of living water will brim and spill
out of the depths of anyone who believes in me this day...”
He said this with regard to the Holy Spirit. “We now have
the Holy Spirit—Christ in you” and we enrich each other
through fellowship.

Amen

This sermon was delivered on July 1, 2000, during or'" Annual
Convention in Philipps.

a

Jezi$ Kristus ... Pokragovanie zo strany 127

skutkov, ktoré je potrebné mat pod kontrolou. Viete, ¢o je
nezdrzanlivost? To znamena, Ze ste stratili kontrolu. Ak pilot
strati vladu nad svojim lietadlom, zhavaruje. A ak ¢lovek
strati kontrolu nad svojimi citmi, zhavaruje tiez. Ak ste aj
rozhnevani nejakou udalostou, nerozzurte sa. Ovladajte sa
pod mocou Sviatého Ducha.

Povediac vSetko toto, pozrime sa teraz na poklad, ktory
Boh nahromadil. Nemdzeme spoznat rozsah Bozieho
nevyspytate'ného bohatstva. Ide totiz d’aleko za nase
obmedzen¢ 'udské chépanie, avsak nepresahuje medze nasho
ocenenia, naSho obdivu, ¢i vd’aénosti. V Starom Zakone
Boh povedal, Ze Izrael je Jeho ,,zvlastnym vlastnictvom®.
Boh riekol: ,,Budete mi zvlastnym vlastnictvom nad vsetky
narody, lebo ved’ moja je cela zem* a pokra¢uje v tom v Novej
Zmluve, ked hovori, ze sme ,,vyvoleny rod, kralovské
knazstvo, svéty narod, l'ud, uréeny byt Bozim vlastnictvom,
aby ste zvestovali Jeho cnosti...ktori ste kedysi neboli ani
l'udom, ale teraz ste I'ud Bozi... Svoje obcovanie medzi
pohanmi majuci dobré, aby vo
veci, v ktorej vas ohovaraji ako [m
takych, ktori robia zle, vidiac
vase dobré skutky oslavovali
Boha...*

Boh povedal: ,Moje je J:HE.L-'“'
striebro a moje zlato..moj i
je vsetok dobytok na tisicich H'E'E'T (G
vrchoch. Poznam vS$etko vtactvo
vrchov i pol'né zvierata ... lebo - |

moj je okruh zeme i jeho naplin“.
A nezabudni, Ze ako veriaci aj T
ty si Jeho a On je tvoj. AL T'I!I 1

Ak sme Jeho pokladom, tak

On nas poZehnava z tohoto =
pokladu. Sme Jeho cennostou.
Sme Jeho diamanty; Jeho perly, ktoré maju velka cenu. Boh
ma velky poklad poZehnani, ktorymi nas chce obdarovat.
Ak sme castou skladu Jeho bohatstva...z tohoto pokladu nas
nielen pozehnava, ale nas aj ¢ini pozehnanim. Ak som teda
¢asfou Jeho pokladu, potom ma vezme, ako klenot z Jeho
bohatstva, aby tak pozZehnal alebo obohatil aj inych. Pavel
povedal v liste do Efezu: ....aby ste vedeli aké je bohatstvo
slavy jeho dedi¢stva medzi svatymi“ (Ef.1,18). Dedi¢stvo Jeho
bohatstva je v nas. My, veriaci, sme Castou Jeho cenného
pokladu.

Bol si dnes niekomu pozehnanim alebo si niekoho obohatil?
Rozpomen sa na slova nasho Pana, ked ,volal: Ak niekto
Zizni, nech pride ku mne a pije! Kto veri vo mna, ako hovori
Pismo, rieky Zivej vody potecu z jeho vnutra. Ale to povedal
o Sviatom Duchu ...”. My teraz mame Ducha Svatého—, Kristus
vo vas...“ a tak sme poZehnanim alebo obohatenim inych
prostrednictvom vzajomného obecenstva. Amen.

Toto kdzdni bylo predneseno 1. ¢ervence 2000 na 91. vyrocni konferenci

ve Philippi, WV, USA. O
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A Golden Opportunity

For Those in Their Golden Years

have often thought of the Czechs and Slovaks
who immigrated either to Canada or to the
USA during the years of totalitarian rule in
former Czechoslovakia. I know personally
those who have had the opportunity to complete
their education on this side of the Atlantic.
For the most part they have done very well,
as can only be expected of such courageous
people. Frankly, I envy every one of you for
your excellent ability to understand and speak
Czech or Slovak. I have met many American
missionaries in the Czech Republic and in
Slovakia who have struggled a long time with
one of these languages. They were paying the
price to be able to witness about their wonderful
Lord and Saviour. Any one of you former citizens
of former Czechoslovakia can outdo any of these
newcomers to the land of your birth. It is the
language that is of extreme value. You have it
as a sacred deposit.
Some of you have reached the age of retire-
ment. What a blessing you would be to your

people on the other side of the Atlantic. What a
rich treasure you have accumulated in scripture
knowledge and experience which would be so
readily accepted by your “home” people. What
would happen if you went back to your home
town, to your former school friends, to fill in the
details of your life as you find it in Jesus Christ.
They would listen to your stories wide-eyed.
You can do it without an interpreter. And there
is another side to this picture: your children.
Former Czechoslovakia is going to be won to
Christ through the younger generation. Your
children learned either Slovak or Czech along
the way to the New World. They too have a rich
heritage to share with their fellow Slovaks or
Czechs. A two-week vacation in Europe could
change your life forever. You all have a unique
place in history. It all depends on how you
invest your time, your talents, your resources
and your lives. Only what is done for Christ
will last.
From the heart of your brother in Christ,

Dan Feryance Q

Canji Retirement

or the past thir-
tysome years,
Vlado and
Ljuba Canji
have been involved
in full-time ministry.
From serving in the
towns of Leskovac,
Pakrac, and Zagreb
in former Yugosla-
via, they moved to
Canada and contin-
ued their ministry
for another 20 years.
Then after being
called to the mission
field, they journeyed
back to Eastern Europe and continued their life’s work for
another nine years.

With such a life as theirs, the word retirement has no
meaning. We would like, however, to celebrate their devotion
and hard work. On Saturday, October 14, 2000, an informal
celebration will be held at Grace Baptist Church in Windsor,
Ontario. We would be honored if you would be able to attend.
We understand that there are certain time constraints and

apologize for this short notice. If you would like to write

a note or share an anecdote, it would be most appreciated.

Please send them to one of the following addresses before

October 5: e-mail tsherfin@condor.depaul.edu or Tabita
Sherfinski, 4030 West Barry, Chicago, IL 60641 USA.

Thank you for sharing in my parents’ ministry.

I hope to hear from you soon.

Rev. John E Karenko

owever, very few people live with eternity’s
values in view. Jesus said that most Chris-

2 tians don’t live as wisely as non-Christians
live: “The children of this world are wiser in

their generation than the children of light” (Luke
16:8), i.e., our aims don’t live up to our claims! We
“say” we will be living in heaven forever, but our
“life style” is just like our unbelieving neighbours and
friends. Our treasure is not laid up in heaven (Mt.
6:19-21), but in stock, bonds, banks, property and
pleasures, i.e., the same way non-Christians live... O
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Our Trip to Canada and the USA

George and Ludmila Dedecius

ne day my telephone rang and when | picked up the
receiver, | heard the familiar voice of brother George
Sommer from Philippi, USA. He announced that we
were invited to the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention. At
first we thought that it was a joke—I have known George

since childhood and he has always had a sense of humor.

When we received an official written invitation, we realized
that it was meant seriously.

Thanks to God’s guidance, our entire journey across the
ocean went smoothly, without any problems. What we were able
to experience in all the places we visited is difficult to describe in
just a few sentences. It was beyond our expectations.

It was a strange feeling to be meeting people whom we had
only read about, or whose work we knew from the days of
Communism. These included pamphlets with biblical messages
by brother Novak and brother Hodul, or the magazine Glorious
Hope, which some of us in the Czech Republic and Slovakia
also receive.

After our arrival at the Toronto airport we were greeted by
brother Alac, whom
we also knew only
from the magazine,
but soon we felt as
if we had known
each other for many
years. We had to
laugh when we dis-
covered that during
our studies we had
both lived in Brno
with the Ransa
family (several years
apart), and even
lived in the same
room and slept in
the same bed.

We spent won-
derful days with the
dear Alac family
after our arrival in
Toronto and also before our final departure home.

During this time we visited the Toronto Czechoslovak Baptist
Church, where we were warmly welcomed by Pastor Banko as
well as by the entire congregation. It was very pleasant for us,
especially since we did not need to speak a word of English. In
fact, during our entire trip we did not need to carry a dictionary
in a struggle to understand, but we also realized how true the
statement of our first president, Tomas Masaryk, was when
he said, “The number of languages you know determines the
number of times you are a person.” We will still have to learn
some English, because it is becoming necessary even in our
country, especially in the field of technology.

The visits that we made in Toronto, Windsor, Kingsville, and
elsewhere were very dear to us, and we felt that we not only met

Jiti Dedecius

each other as people, but we were all joined by God’s love and
a common goal. Often we had not known each other before, yet
we were so close to one another. We realized the truth of God’s
word, that we are all one family in Jesus Christ.

Taking part in the convention was a great experience for
us. The thorough organization of the program in the beautiful
surroundings of Alderson-Broaddus College, where George

[Calny sl
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Marija Sommer, Ludmila Dedeciusova and Natasha Legierski

Sommer works, was like a concert under his baton.

We were able to get to know the president, Dr. Robert
Dvorak, much better than when he attended our Czecho-Slovak
convention in Brno in 1997. He is a versatile worker in all that
God has prepared for him. He can be serious and preach deep
truths from God’s work, but he was also able to motivate the
entire convention with his musical talents as we praised God
and sang many familiar hymns. His personal touch during it
all was magical. In our country, we have a shortage of this
type of person.

During the entire convention we were enriched and filled with
gratitude to our Lord for everything we had received.

We spent the second part of our visit with the dear Sommers
in their pleasant home.

We would like to thank all those who played a part in our visit
to the USA and Canada for their care for us: the Alac family in
Milton, brother Banko and his family, the Pojman family, the
Legierski family, the Kovac and Hodul families in Windsor, the
Sommers in Philippi, and many others. Naturally, we also thank
the convention for inviting us and taking care of everything
associated with our visit. The Lord has greatly blessed us, and
our gratitude belongs to him. We believe that he will repay your
love, here on earth and in eternity. We will remain joined with
you in prayer and in our thoughts, because now we have bonded
together and can picture everyone we have met as if you were
now here with us.

Yours in Christ’s love,
George and Ludmila Dedecius
Translated by Peter Branda

a
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Minitonas Czech Baptist Church

God’s Working!
How Great Thou Art!

en Christ shall come with shout of acclamation,

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there
proclaim, My God, how great Thou art.

Baptism, June 2000

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee;
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! Then
sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee: How great
Thou art, How great Thou art!

That reunion is going to be a celebration that
no party on earth could hold a candle to. We all
should long for that day when we have the glorious
experience of meeting our Savior face to face—the
joy of gathering around the throne where we have
laid our crowns, and singing praises to our God.

But while we wait for that homecoming, God
has called us to serve Him here on earth. God has
challenged us to work together, pray, and reach
those who still need a Savior.

The thing that always amazes me the most is
that God wants to use us to accomplish that task.
Over the last few months, as a congregation we
have experienced God’s leading, God’s provision,
and God’s blessings.

As God’s people in Minitonas, we have every
reason to echo the words of King David as he
spoke in Psalm 48:1, “Great is the Lord and greatly
to be praised.”

The blessings that our God has bestowed upon us far
exceed our worthiness, and yet we have the privilege of
enjoying His gift to our lives.

Since the last I shared in Glorious Hope, we have seen
God at work in our midst. On June 11, we had a grad service

in honor of our three high school graduates. We joined
together in prayer and the reading of our Church Covenant as
a congregation to commit these young people into God’s care
and leading. We promised to encourage and pray for them as
they begin a new chapter in their lives. Our graduates: Trent
Schroeder will be working at NAIM on a short-term missions
project. Vanessa Jersak will be attending Providence Bible
College in the fall. Kristin Mateika is spending a year with Up
With People, traveling the globe. God will use each one of
them in a special way wherever they are.

On June 25 we had a celebration service. Joel Mateika,
Mila Mateika, and Ryan Stewart chose to follow their Lord
in obedience as they walked through the waters of baptism.
Along with this special event we welcomed them and five
more into church membership: Peter and Keri Maess, Lorraine
Seib, and Dennis and Peggy Kalynuk. We stood together
and read our Church Covenant and reminded ourselves
of the pledge and promise we make to each other in the
presence of God.

From Mother’s and Father’s Day programs, to a rained-out
church picnic which we held indoors, and a community church
service that saw over 250 people come and worship together,
God has shown us His power and majesty.

God’s fingerprints could be seen on every week-long or
weekend camp that was held at Northern Manitoba Baptist
Camp this last summer. From changed lives to unforgettable
children and youth headed home challenged

memories,

Baptism and new members, June 2000

to walk as Jesus walked. Counselors who tithed their time,
cooks who gave of their skills, directors who supplied the
programs, speakers who shared the message of God—every
person working together in unity to accomplish what God
desires of His people.

God is truly worthy of all the praise we give Him. We
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witnessed God’s handwork through Rod and Sandy as they
led seven of our church youth on a weekend camping trip,
August 18-20 at Blue Lakes, Manitoba. Water balloons, water
guns, monkey soccer, swimming, volleyball, food, campfires
and many other interesting contests filled our time together.
Dennis Kalynuk shared from God’s Word on Friday night. He
challenged us to look at our hearts to see if we were prepared
for eternity. As we spent time with these young people, we
couldn’t help but recognize that “Youth are God’s church
of today building for God’s church of tomorrow.” Youth are
valuable to God and essential to God’s church. Karen and I
had the privilege of joining in the fun, to share from God’s
Word about our testimony of our hearts, to just hang out with
young people who have a heart for loving God.

All these things are just a small pinpoint in light of eternity.
And yet God has enabled us as a church to witness first-hand
His blessings. God has enabled us to move forward and gain a
vision for the future. God has enabled us to plan and prepare
three new ladies’ Bible studies in homes beginning this fall.
God has allowed us to have the privilege of hearing two of
our missionaries, Rod and Eileen Seib from SEND. God has
allowed us to invite Trans World Radio and Dennis Ford to
come and share with us what God is doing in Africa. We will
rejoice together on September 28, 2000.

God has enabled us to minister to wounded lives and
broken hearts. God has enabled us to reach others with God’s
love through chapel services at the Personal Care Home and
Swan Valley Lodge in Swan River. God has enabled us to join
together in worship. He has richly blessed this church with
wonderful musicians who play their music for God. God has
given His people the richness of different worship leaders,
who bring their own gifts to the altar and lead us to the
feet of Jesus. God has enabled us to serve Him together as
His church in Minitonas.

From talented Sunday school teachers to those who sing
in the choir, God has given His people a place to worship
in love and unity.

We are truly blessed to have a church family like we do. In
spite of conflicts, in spite of disagreements that every church
experiences, God’s people in this church have something that
most congregations look for but never find: love for others.
My prayer for them as their pastor is that “we continue to
glorify God in our public testimony, that we demonstrate a
Christ-like attitude to those who gather in this house of God,
that we would have a burning desire to share with others who
live in our community what Jesus can do for them.”

Pastor Garth Pricbe

Scranton Road Baptist Church
Cleveland

t the Scranton Road Baptist Church in Cleveland,

Ohio, the key words continue to be change, transition,

hope and prayer.

Change in terms of dear saints tops the list. Earlier this spring,
Emily Duricka (89) went to be with the Lord. She lived a

quiet example of singlehood all of her years, encouraging
many with her soft words and servant-like example. Anne
Bliss and Mary Schoun remain in assisted living facilities.
Mary was so blessed to be able to fellowship with so many of
you at the convention. Keep her in your prayers.

Pastor Dan Widlicka continues to heal from his
unfortunate ankle fracture, which he suffered at the
Convention. A special need of prayer goes out to our dear
brother Florian Manas. His son Don, 47, was diagnosed
as having four tumors around his brain and is currently
under treatment and care. Pray for his wife Pam and the
whole family circle. We are also losing our dear deacon and
Convention board member, Jim Mazur, who is moving to
High Point, North Carolina, with his job. Jim has a dear
heart for the lost and hurting and will be sorely missed.

The past six months at SRBC has included two weddings,
five new babies, seven baptisms and potentially twelve
new members (completed or completing the class). It is a
sensitive time as well. Five families have recently been hit
with unemployment, and the Lord has continued to place us
in front of the homeless, incarcerated and those struggling
with addiction. Please pray for good spiritual health for “the
well” so that we can effectively encourage the hurting.

From the pulpit, Pastor Joe is completing his “Cruise
through Second Corinthians.” This has been supplemented
with adults’ studies on James and on anger management.
Pastor Joe and two other members had the privilege of
spending a total of five weeks in Tanzania, East Africa,
visiting members Dr. Craig and Patsy Kent (Mission:
Moving Mountains). The similarities and challenges of
tribal and inner city ministry are striking and are still
being processed.

The summer has also been a blessing in many ways.
Vacation Bible School in July averaged 85+ kids from the
immediate neighborhood. The kids’ ministry will culminate
in a summer celebration on August 19. The Lord has allowed
the use of the basketball court to run junior and senior high
basketball tournaments. One of our former “youth,” Kyro
Taylor, who now teaches at the area high school, conducted
the tourney. The second week saw twelve teens open up
their hearts to Christ’s call upon their life. Please pray for
effective discipleship.

Summer Sunday nights have staged outdoor services,
with only one rainout in the past 8.5 years. This year we
have only been outside twice! Frustration and question
consumed our hearts, until it was evident that the Lord
was calling us to a season of prayer and confession. It
has been wonderful!

As we head into the last half of 2000, exciting challenges
are on the horizon. First, we have purchased property
next to our parking lot with the hopes of seeing God raise
up a family ministry center. Second, one of our younger
deacons is leaving his engineering position to begin a sister
community development ministry alongside of the church.
Lastly, we are still praying that the Lord might raise up
an African-American or Hispanic assistant to move the

ministry forward.
a
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Liberty, Missouri, October 2000
Dear George and Marija,

've just finished the book
Guarded City and am in awe
of the dedication, faithfulness,
creativity, perseverance, and
joy of the Christians who have
lived out this story. You come
out of a heritage of faithfulness that humbles me as well
as inspires me.

[ trust you are both well and happy. Enjoy the beautiful fall
coloration on the West Virginia hills for us. Even with a very
dry summer we have beautiful colors here, too.

Love, Anne Sizemore
[Dr. Chris Sizemore is a former president of Alderson-Broaddus
College.]

N

Dear George, Parma, Ohio, 10-18-2000
Perhaps you have heard that my dear sister Ruth Orstreicher
was called to her heavenly home on October 11, 2000. Her
last months and weeks were very uncomfortable and she was
very sick. The Lord was merciful to take her, though we will
miss her very much.
She would have loved to come to the Convention but
was unable.
We expect to see you in Campbell soon.
“Hello” to Marija.

In Christ
Esther Widlicka
b
10-19-2000
| am enclosing a gift in memory of my very dear friend
Ruth Oestreicher, who went to glory October 11, 2000. We
grew together in Chicago Lowndale Church. She was Ruth
Bohatec and later the Bohatec family moved to Cleveland but
Ruth stayed in Chicago because she married Roy Oestreicher,
who was our leader in the youth group. Our young people
did so many great things when Roy and Ruth were leading
our young people’s group. We had over two hundred young
people and we would always be doing things or going places
to let young people know about the Lord. We rolled tracts in
cellophane and made cellophane uniforms and got to pass out
tracts at special occasions. Roy and Ruth were great leaders. |
am grateful that [ grew up in an active church like that.
Sincerely in Christ, Helene Mikulencak
b

September 25, 2000
The enclosed check is in memory of our youngest son,
Joe Mesko, who passed away August 19, 2000, at 42 years of
age. The lord gives and He takes. Blessed be the name of the
Lord! In Christ
Dick and Grace Niswonger
b
Dear Vera,
Sure was great seeing you at our convention. Thank you for
all you are doing for us and our precious Lord.

e Hscidlers st

Please accept this check in memory of Arthur Friedman.
With all my love, Helen Senak
P

Dear Vera, August 3, 2000
Greetings from the hot Sun City, Arizona, where the
temperature is soaring in the 100’s and over.
I'm trusting that you and your family are well and happy.
| did plan to get to the Convention this year but because
Faith, Lillian Hudacek’s daughter, became ill, Lillian had to
change her plans of going with me, so | was unable to travel
alone. I'm sure you all had a blessed time.
[ love you all and God bless you in doing his work.
In Christian love, Lennie Wilcox
P

Dear Vera, August 17, 2000

We are sorry we were unable to attend the Convention this
year. Our prayers were with you.

Please pray for my dad, Mike Sivulka, who has been
diagnosed with a tumor deep behind his nasal passage. He
will be undergoing radiology treatments for 6 weeks to help
relieve the pain and shrink the tumor.

Recently, while we were at the Brea Hospital, we met Vera
Chocholaty, who attended the Czechoslovak Convention years
ago. That was a nice treat.

Keep up the good work and may our Lord bless you- real
good.

Love in Jesus, Judy Shoff
b
Dear George and Marija, November 20, 2000

May the Lord bless you and yours.

We had a good trip here. Bro. Smilek of Brno met us at
the airport in Vienna on Thursday, November 16, and then
brought us here to Mikulov. We have a nice comfortable
place on the ground floor. Yesterday (Sunday) he came for us
and took us to his church in Brno. We also got to attend his
granddaughter’s wedding in the afternoon. It takes about 45
minutes to Brno by car. We even got to greet several people
we know, like Brother and Sister Dedecius.

Yours in Jesus, Richard and Cora Mazanec
P
Dear George and Marija, November 20, 2000

Thank you for your loving concern for my dad [Mike
Sivulka]. He was well loved by many people and his memorial
service on Sunday afternoon at his church, First Baptist of
Fullerton, California, was a true victory celebration.

I’'m enclosing a copy of the bulletin we passed out at
the service.

I thought it would make a fitting obituary notice for him.

We have asked that folks send any gifts to the Czechoslovak
Baptist Convention in his memory.

Thanks so much, in Jesus’ love,

Judy and Don Shoff
P
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V Ostravé dne 31.10.2000
Milé sestry,

Predevsim vés srde¢né zdravim. Téma mého dopisu snad
nejlépe vystihuje text z ¢tvrté kapitoly epistoly Filipskym:
»-..dary, které jste mi poslali—jsou vini pfijemnou, obéti
vhodnou, Bohu milou. Nasemu Bohu a Otci slava na véky
vekd.”

Chci vdm srde¢né podékovat za vas spole¢ny dar. Tak
jako kdysi davno odevzdal apostolu Pavlovi Epafrodita dar
Filipskych, tak odevzdal vas dar bratr Jifi Sommer.

Projekt Senior—Centra, ktery jsem zaslala na letosni
konvent jsem predala predsedovi starSovstva naseho sboru
spolu s zadosti o bezplatny pronajem potfebnych prostor
a zafizeni sborového domu. StarSovstvo vyjadfilo souhlas
s ¢innosti Senior—Centra a stanovilo nékteré podminky,
napfiklad, Ze vSechny prostory sborového domu budou neku-
facké a k dobrovolné spolupréci budou pfizvani predevsim
¢lenové naseho sboru. Pak bylo nutné Zadost se souhlasem
starSovstva predlozit k projednani sborové schiizi.

Schiize se konala 24. z&fi t.r. V rdmci programu predseda
starSovstva, bratr Ing. Bohuslav, upfesnil nékteré detaily mé
Zadosti s tim, Ze za rok provedeme kontrolu ¢innosti Centra.
Sbor pak absolutni vétsinou hlasti Zadost schvalil. Podpora
sboru je pro mne velmi dllezitd. Jsem vdécéna i za sestry
a bratry, ktefi jsou ochotni spolupracovat.

Sestry, které jsem o vasem daru informovala projevily
také svoji vdé¢nost. Pevné doufédm, Ze po ukonceni nékterych
zavazku, které jest€ mam v péci o seniory se budu moci
v dohledné dobé vénovat vic organizaci ¢innosti Senior—Cen-
tra.

Ur¢ité bude pro mne posilou védomi, Ze nasi praci v Ostravé
predkladate na modlitbach nasemu nebeskému Otci. Casto
na vds vzpominam, pfedevsim na ty, které znam, ale také
na ty, které pozndvdm na strankach Slavné nadéje. Vsem
Vam preji Bozi pozehnani.

Jesté jednou dékuji a zdravim viechny sestry Ceskoslo-
venské baptistické konvence v USA a Kanadé.

Lydie Jariabkova

b

Dear Sisters.
Warm greetings to you alll The subject of my letter is perhaps
best summarized in the text from Philippians, chapter 4: “...the
gifts you sent - they are a fragrant offering, an acceptable
sacrifice, pleasing to God. To our God and Father be glory
for ever and ever.”
[ sincerely thank you for the gift you have sent. Just as
Epaphroditus brought the gift to Apostle Paul, Brother
Sommer delivered your gift to us.
The Senior Center project that | had sent to the convention
was presented to our church elders along with a request for
the use of available space in our church building. The elders
have approved the plans for the Senior Center, under certain
conditions; for example no smoking will be allowed on church
premises and the volunteer positions will be primarily offered
to members of the congregation. After the elders approved
the project it was necessary to present the request to the

entire congregation.

The meeting of the congregation was held on September 24,
2000. During the presentation the chairman of the elders
brother Bohuslav clarified certain details of the request and
we agreed that in one year the activity of the Center would be
formally evaluated. An absolute majority of the congregation
was in favor of the project. The support of the congregation
is very important to me. | am grateful for all the brothers and
sisters who are willing to help.

The sisters whom | informed of your gift are also grateful. |
strongly believe that after completing certain responsibilities
that I still have in caring for seniors, | will be able to devote
more time to the organization of the Senior Center.

The knowledge that you present our work in Ostrava to the
heavenly Father in prayer would certainly be an encourage-
ment to me. | often think of you, especially of those that I
know personally, but also of those who | only know from
the pages of the Glorious Hope magazine. May God bless
all of you.

Once again | would like to thank you, and I greet all of the
sisters of the Czechoslovak Convention in USA and Canada.

Lydie Jariabkova

Executive Secretary = Continues from page 142

* Date for the 93rd annual convention is tentatively set for
June 27-30, 2002.

e Next mid-year meeting of the General Board will be in
Scranton Road Baptist Church, Cleveland, Ohio, in October
or November 2001.

There will be a lot of exciting events during the 92nd annual
convention. Come and see!!

We will have more information about the annual convention in
the next issues of Glorious Hope.

Have a blessed Christmas and happy New Year 2001.
George Sommer, Executive Secretary

a
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Michael Sibulka
Becember 19, 1908 — Nobember 12, 2000
A life well-lived and a man well-loved

The following was written by Pastor Jim Welch (Mike’s
gronddaughter’s husband) for bis church bulletin on October
15, 2000.

ometimes blessings come

from least expected sources,
but this one I should have seen
coming! This week Christie
and I went to Fullerton to visit
her grandfather. Some of you
were here a year and a half ago
on Father’s Day when Great-
grandpa Mike shared of God’s
faithfulness.

2000 has been a tough one
on him physically. At 91, a
series of falls and strokes and
various other maladies have
left him immobile, practically
blind and deaf, and in daily
pain. He fell again last week, so we went to see him, wondering
if this would be our last visit this side of heaven.

He was sitting in a wheelchair when we arrived, so we
whisked him onto the patio of the nursing home. It was cool
out there, but tranquil and beautiful. He was having a good
day, and in spite of a couple of cotton balls shoved in his ears,
he could actually hear us if we shouted! And we could almost
understand him. We caught every fifth word or so, but enough
to know he was praising the Lord, reciting scripture, and asking
about our kids, and, of course, how the church was going!

He had the same old mannerisms and expressions we’ve
grown to love over the years. He indicated he was in some pain
all the time, but would quickly compare his experience to that
of Job. Grandpa never complained. He never blamed God. He
just cited Job’s hope, that one day soon he would see God
face to face! He knows that his redeemer lives and that he
will stand with Him some day soon. And so no matter what
life brings, Grandpa Mike knows God’s grace, and therefore
hope prevails.

In the midst of our visit we had to sing. With him practically
blind and deaf and us barely able to carry a tune, we sat in the
patio singing at the top of our lungs...at least grandpa sang
as loud as he could! The words? “O Lord my God, when
I in awesome wonder...” You’ve never heard “How Great
Thou Art” sung with such gusto in all your life, including
the big ending!!

How marvelous to have lived a long life and then in spite
of suffering, still praise the sovereign God of heaven. That’s
faith! That’s godliness. That’s the result of living life day by
day in constant trust in God and His ways. For you see, it’s

more important how you finish the [
race than how you start the race. If L i .
you run in such a way as to build
endurance, when the sun sets, you’ll
see its beauty, not its pain. Don’t
forget to look beyond today to
what God has in store tomorrow.
Only a close walk with God, firmly
grounded in His Word, will reap
such joy at the end of days.

So is your heart singing this
morning? Why not? Don’t you know
that your redeemer lives? There’s a certain saint that,

if he
knows it’s the Lord’s Day, will be singing this morning with all
of his heart. That’s the least we youngsters can do!

Today we rejoice with Grandpa Mike. This afternoon he
sings in glory songs of praise to his beloved Savior.  Join with
the family and worship God for a hife well lived and a man
well loved. May we never forget to sing God’s praises all along
Ife’s journey.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen. For by it the men of old
gained approval. By faith we understand that the worlds
were prepared by the word o£ God, 0 that what is seen was
mot made out of tb1 ngs which are visible.

and all these, having gained approval through
their fmtb 0id ot receive what was promised, becanse God
had moznbeb something better for us, so that apart from us
t(ﬂey should not be wade pevfect Hebrews II1-3 39, 40

PHelen M. Strubarik

Helen was called home to be
with the Lord on November
23, 2000. She was born on Sep-
tember 2, 1921, in Campbell,
Ohio, to Paul and Susan Ferko
Struharik. The youngest of seven,
Helen leaves three brothers, Paul
Struharik and John Struharik of
Campbell, and Samuel Struharik of
Virginia; two sisters, Susan Stacy
and Irene Jeren, both of Campbell;
and several nieces and nephews. A sister, Anna Lukich, is
deceased.

Helen was a 1939 graduate of Campbell Memorial High
School and then went on to Youngstown State. She received
her master’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh. She
was a teacher for the Youngstown City School District before
retiring in 1984.

Helen was a member of Christ Community Church, formerly
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the First Baptist Church of Campbell, where she was very
active. She was the Sunday School superintendent, church
moderator, president of the Lydia Circle, and in charge of
the Flower Committee. Helen was also the church organist
for 55 years.

Helen was active in the Czech Baptist Convention and served
as the treasurer and president of the Women’s Union.

Helen will be sadly missed by friends and relatives. She has
touched many people’s lives over the years. Helen was a faithful
servant to her church and her God.

Tony Springle

he Springle family has

been a part of the
convention for many
years. Many of the
next generation rela-

My Dede
Awty Nesvadba

My Dede as a kind and ?enerous wman,
Always lending a he

to World War II. When they came to Canada, they settled in
Minitonas, Manitoba, where Tony’s oldest brother Josef had
settled when he had come two years before. On July 10, 1940,
Tony married Tona Reichert in Minitonas, Manitoba. Shortly
after they were married, they moved to Toronto, in 1942. They
began to attend the Czechoslovak Baptist Church in February
1942, when it was founded, and have been members there
since that time. They were blessed with three children, Dennis,
Milan and Donna. This family attended the Czech church and
contributed their love of music through singing in the choir
and playing the piano. Throughout the years, Brother Tony
Springle carried out a variety of tasks in the church. He
was the treasurer for many years, church pianist,
a deacon and a strong member of the church
choir. He passed down his talent to his sons
and daughter as Donna accompanies on
the piano and organ to this day, and

his granddaughter shares her love

ping hano. of singing in the choir. The family

tives are keeping His heart was fiﬂeb with love and joy, attended many of the Czechoslovak
the tradition of He shared it with every giy{ and boy. Baptist conventions wherever they
attending the con- Every Sunday in bis pew, were held. Tony was a member of
vention every year. Fven ifvtbere were only a few. the General Board for many years.

The convention
brings people together to fellowship
with one another, but most importantly
we go to serve the Lord.

Anthony Springle was born in Mirotin,
Poland, on April 13, 1916, to his parents
Elizabeth and Teofil Springle. When he was
nine years old, the family, consisting of four
sons, moved to Czechoslovakia, where they lived
for eleven years. At this time Tony went to school,
which included one year at Charles University in Prague. In
1936 Tony and his parents immigrated to Canada just prior

Always encouraging we to practice my Czech,
Now T know T will never forget.
Although we wmst move on from the past,
our memory of him will always [ast.
It was bis time to go,

He is with our Lord, we know.

Our veunion will be sweet,

When in heaven we weet.

One of his children and two of
his grandchildren are still actively
involved with the convention.
Brother Tony’s faithful love and
devotion to God are an encouragement
and an example to all generations.
Our brother Tony, after a long
struggle with Alzheimer’s disease, went to be
with the Lord on August 8, 2000. His life was full
of love and joy, and his memory will always live in our
hearts. He touched the lives of everyone he met, and he will be
greatly missed by all of his family and friends.
Amy Nesvadba, granddaughter

a

Two Babes in a Manger «=« Continues from page 140

much, so I thought about what I had that maybe I could use
for a gift. I thought maybe if I kept him warm, that would be a
good gift. So I asked Jesus, ‘If I keep you warm, will that be a
good enough gift?’ And Jesus told me, ‘If you keep me warm,
that will be the best gift anybody ever gave me.” So I got into
the manger, and then Jesus looked at me and he told me I
could stay with him—for always.”

As little Misha finished his story, his eyes brimming with
tears, he put his hands over his face. His shoulders shook
as he wept.

The little orphan had found someone who would never
abandon or abuse him, someone who would stay with him—for
always.

Thomas Cosmades

a

Dvé détatka v jesli(':kéch «=« Pokradovani ze strany 140

Myslel jsem, zZe kdyz ho budu zahfivat, miiZze to byt jako darek.
Zeptal jsem se tedy: ,Kdyz bych t€ svym teplem zahfival, mohl
bys to pfijmout jako darek ode mne?“

Jezi§ mi fekl: ,Budes$-li mne zahfivat, bude to ten nejlepsi
darek, ktery jsem kdy dostal.*

Lehl jsem si tedy do jeslicek, Jezi§ se na mne podival a fekl
mi, Ze tam s nim mohu ziistat—na vzZdycky.“

Pfi poslednich slovech mé&l MiSa plné o¢i slz, zakryl si
tvaricku rukama a jeho raminka se chvé€la placem.

Maly sirotek naSel nékoho, kdo ho nikdy neopusti ani mu
neublizi. Nékoho, kdo s nim ziistane—navzdy.

Thomas Cosmades

a
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.~ TwoBabesIna Manger |

I 1994tw0 instructors responded to
n an invitation from the Russian
Department of Education to teach morals and ethics
(based on biblical principles) in the public schools. They
were invited to teach in prisons, businesses, the fire
and police departments, and a large orphanage. About
100 boys and girls who had been abandoned, abused
and left in the care of a government-run program were
in the orphanage.

The two instructors shared the Christmas story at
the orphanage. They told the children about Mary and
Joseph arriving in Bethlehem, finding no room in the
inn, and being sent to a stable, where Baby Jesus was
born and placed in a manger.

After the story they gave the
children three small pieces

_ Dvé détatka v jeslickach
prijali dva instruktofi pozvani

V I' OCC 19 9 Ruského  odboru  S§kolstvi

k vyuce moralnich a etickych zasad (postavenych na
biblickych zasadach) na zakladnich Skolach. Byli také
pozvani k vyuce ve véznicich, v podnicich, pfi poZarnich
a policejnich utvarech a do velkého détského domova.
Détsky domov byl spravovan vladou a Zilo tam okolo 100
opusténych a nestastnych deti.

Béhem navstévy v sirotCinci vypravéli détem o narozeni
Pana JeziSe. Povédéli jim o Josefovi a Marii, o tom, jak
prijeli do Betléma a nenasli nikde misto k ubytovani, proto
byli poslani do chléva, kde se Jezi§ narodil a byl poloZen
do jeslicek.

Potom déti dostaly do ruky tfi malé kousky tvrdého
papiru, ze kterého mély vyro-

bit jeslicky.Kazdé dité

of cardboard to make
a manger. Each child
was also given a small
paper square cut
from yellow napkins

to tear up for straw,
and small squares
of flannel for Baby
Jesus’ blanket.

While the orphans
assembled their
mangers, the visit-
ing teachers walked
among them to see
if they needed any
help. One of the
teachers came to
a little boy named
Misha. He looked to be

dostalo kousek Zlu-
tého ubrousku, ze
kterého mély
natrhat slamu
a kousek flanelu
jako pfikryvku
pro malého
JeziSe.

Pozvani uci-
telé potom pro-
chazeli mezi
détmi a divali
se, zda-li nékteré
nepotiebuje

pomoci. Jeden
z nich pfiSel
k malému chlapci,

ktery se jmenoval
Misa.

about six years old and had
finished his project. However,
he had two babies in the manger.

Through a translator the teacher asked the boy,
“Why two babies?”

Crossing his arms in front of him and looking at this
completed manger scene, the child began to repeat very
seriously the story he had been told, until he came to
the part where Mary put the baby Jesus into the manger.
Then Misha started to ad lib. He made up his own
ending to the story. “Jesus looked at me and asked me
if I had a place to stay. I told him I have no mamma and
I have no papa, so I don’t have any place to stay. Then
Jesus told me that I could stay with him. But I told him
I couldn’t, because I didn’t have a gift to give him like
everybody else did. But I wanted to stay with Jesus so

5" Continues on page 139

Vypadal asi tak na Sest

rokd a svou praci jiz ukon-

¢il. V jesli¢kach vSak mél polozZena
dv€ miminka.

Pomoci pirekladatele se ucitel zeptal:“ Pro¢ tam jsou
dv€ miminka?“

Chlapec se dival na své vyrobené jeslicky se zaloZenyma
rukama a zacal velice vazn€ opakovat cely vanocni pfibéh.
Dosel k mistu, kde Marie poloZila malého JeZiSe do jeslicek
a zaCal improvizovat. Vymyslel si sviij vlastni konec.

,Jezi§ se na mne podival a zeptal se mne, jestli mam kde
bydlet. Rekl jsem mu, Ze nemam ani maminku ani tatinka,
ani nemam kde bydlet. Jezi$§ mi fekl, Ze mohu zlstat s nim.
Rekl jsem mu, Ze nemohu, protoze nemam pro ného zadny
darek. Chtél jsem vSak s JeziSem tak moc zistat! Napadlo
mne, Ze bych mohl pouZit jako dar to, co pfece jen mam.

1" Pokradovani na strané 139
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Repent Or Perish

Rev. John Karenko

cording to a Gallup poll, about 90% of Americans believe
in God; however, 98% think that they will go to
heaven when they die.

Yet statistics show that less than half attend church
and worship on weekends, although the Bible teaches (Heb.
10:25) that we should not neglect “to meet together, as in
the habit of some.” The Bible enjoins: “Search the Scriptures”
(John 5:39) and yet most people don’t (v.40). The Word of
God instructs us to “Honor the Lord with your substance”
(Prov. 3:9), but most rob God of His tithes and offerings (
Mal.3:8-10). Before taking communion we are admonished
to “examine ourselves” whether we are taking part in “an
unworthy manner” lest we eat and drink without discernment,
thus bringing “judgement against ourselves.” For this reason
many of you (Christians) are weak, ill, and some have died (1
Cor. 11:29-32), so there is a problem.

God has spoken! “Go, Grow, Give, and Remember” are only
four of the many commandments that guide the lifestyles of
real Christians! There should be some repenting taking place, as
Christians “prepare to meet God” (Amos 4:12)

13:3,5). The Greek work “repent” is in the present tense and
indicates a continuing process, i.e., a daily practice for us
to follow. As you kneel in prayer at the close of the day, is
“repentance” a part of your prayer? Are you keeping “short
account” with God? This is a do-it-yourself project. We are
individually responsible to God and will give account to Him
(Rom. 14:12). It is wise to be ready for that eventually. All
Christians face the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5), and
rewards or losses will depend upon our works.

The seven churches of Revelation are addressed seven times
with the admonition to repent (Rev. Ch. 2-3). Most of these
churches no longer exist, having failed the test of repentance.
Are you tender to the loving call of God to return and repent,
thus finding renewal and restoration?

King David grievously sinned but repented, confessing his
sin. God graciously forgave him and restored to him “the joy
of salvation” (Psalm 51:12). God is holy and requires holiness
in us; will we pass the test of humbly repenting and find full
forgiveness? It is available to anyone and everyone who sincerely
asks (Matthew 7:7.8)...

Jesus said: “Unless you repent, you will all perish” (Luke |
Ml kontukt |
My Nawme is Rachel Novak. I attend Oakville Trafalgow High School, and

I'mv ivv my last year of highv school, grade 12 (I'm fast-tracking). I'mv
seventeenyeorsold and I omvthe eldest of six children. My grandparventy
ave Joe and Rose Novak. Next year I'mv planwning to-go-to-Bible College;
and then my plowv is to-go-on to-aut college (Ontawrio-College of Art and,
Design, or Sheridow College). I'mv not suve exactly what I'm going to-be
when I'mv older, but I definitely hope it is art-related.
I enjoy pencil sketches the most but also- really enjoy everything from
cay and sculptures to- oil painting and water colowrs. I'mv passionate
about my walk withy God, my loving family and my love for awt.. 11

All convention gifts may be sent in the enclosed
envelopes: US residents may use the Business
Reply envelope or send their gifts to Vera Dors,
6621 Elmdale Rd., Middleburg Hts, OH, 44130,

and Canadian residents may send their gifts to
Henry Pojman, 1516 Pembroke Dr., Oakville,
ON, L6H 1V9, Canada. Make checks payable to
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention, and on the
bottom write to what account you are sending
your gift: Convention, Glorious Hope, Trust
Fund, or Scholarship Fund.

MOVING 2™

Please write to:
Glorious Hope

Rt.4, Box 58D
Philippi, WV 26416 USA
Include your mailing label from a recent
issue of Glorious Hope for faster service.
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other year is upon us. How quickly! It was
only a brief time ago that we were trying
to figure out whether the world could
successfully navigate from one millennium
into another. Well, of course, we did, amid
enormous “hullabaloo” about how momentous and
threatening the crossing was likely to be. It turned
out pretty much to be like the migration of any old
year into a new one. Who even thinks much about
it anymore? We got ourselves reasonably quickly
into the routine of writing “2000” on our checks,
letters, and documents. No particular trauma,
and here we are quite used to the life that comes after the
1990s.

Not only that, we’re ready to push the
numerals once again. Now it will be ‘01. And
still God is taking care of us—promising to
keep on with necessary provisions. Summer
and winter and springtime and harvest/ sun,
moon, and stars in their courses above / join
with all nature in manifold witness/ to thy
great faithfulness, mercy, and love. As many
cycles of time and history as God may send
us, just that long will the surrounding care
of God last.

St. Paul taught us a very long time ago
that “all things work together for good to
those who love God and are called according
to his purposes.” You will find it written,
and a whole lot more besides, in Romans
8 of the New Testament—a great passage,
tremendously comforting (and also tremen-
dously challenging to your ability to fit stuff
together about this life). As a year goes
by—most any year—some things transpire that

are unquestionably good, and there are plenty of
things which do not seem all that hot. It will be
that way again this coming year. Whoever you
are, and wherever you are reading this, you can be
sure that the same mix of good and not-so-good
will come upon your scene. In the down times,
when you cannot push any further for resolution,
relief, improvement, or recovery, perhaps the
only thing left to do is throw hands into the
air and declare, “What’s a body to do!” (as my
mother occasionally would say; it was one of her
memorable lines). What to do? Nothing, maybe,
but wait it out. One has to trust that the old apostle knew
whereof he spoke. “All things.” All things!

In that confidence I am hoping for
your peace of heart and success of hand in
the turning of still another year. Mostly,
too, that you can live for the long haul
by a steady faith that the One known as
Alpha and Omega knows the beginnings
and endings of “all things” about you! Life
in 2001 will be okay (and even more—rich!)
when this additional year’s life journey can
be understood and interpreted in terms of
“all things working together.”

I am counting on that very same
promise for the Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention as we seek to enlist a fresh hold
of our mission to service Christ and the
gospel at home and abroad this new year.
We have missed some of our convention
“regulars” over the last couple of summer
gatherings. Some have left permanently—to
go home to God. Others have simply been

I Continues on page 143

he mid-year meeting of General
Board met on November 3, 2000,

in Christ Community Church,
Campbell, Ohio (former First Baptist
Church). After the meeting and a deli-
cious dinner, the evening service was led
by the local pastor, Bill Rotar, a talented
young lady from the local church sang a

few solos, and then we heard messages
from John Banko of Czechoslovak Baptist
Church (Toronto) and from President
Robert Dvorak. After that we enjoyed an Old-Fashioned Hymn Sing,
with Robert Dvorak at the piano. As always, singing culminated
with the Lord’s Prayer..

Christ’s Expectations of Us.
If you love me, you will keep my commandments.

John 14:15
That is the theme and verse of the 92nd annual convention, which
has been set for July 5-8, 2001, in Philippi.

e Starting with the next convention, Canadian delegates will

be paying the registration fee, meals, and accommodation in
Canadian dollars.

* We are also preparing a special program for the 4th of July for
those who will come early. There will be a picnic, campfire, game
playing, singing, and of course fireworks.

e There will be a camp for young people during the convention.
More information about the camp can be found in the next

issue of Glorious Hope.
" Continues on page 137
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Jana
Personal Testimony of Jana Totbova, Slovakia
translated by Ljuba Canji

don’t know why it took me so long to find real life with the
Lord. I was born in the Czech Republic to Polish parents.
I was only four months old when my mother died suddenly
and my father gave me up for adoption to a family who moved
to Poland. As far back as I can remember, life was difficult.
As the oldest of 11 children, my parents expected me
to take care of myself and the rest of the children.
Many times I wondered why my life’s path was
covered with thorns but no roses. My father
was a Jehovah’s Witness. He would read
from his Bible but he held a Bible in
one hand and a bottle of whiskey in the
other. When he was drunk, he beat and
abused his children, and I was the first
in line. We would run and hide in the
fields or at our neighbours’. It was a
living hell in our home. At 18 I left
home, found a job, and lived on my
own.

In my young heart I deeply believed
that the Bible was the true word of God
and that Jesus loved me. I loved and
memorized 1 John 4:16.

Before long I married a young man who
was a Communist. Whenever he found me
reading my Bible or praying, we would argue and
he beat me physically. I left him, taking my Bible with
me—my only possession.

Now I was lonely. I had no money and no job. I lived on the
street and slept in ditches. One day I met a woman who suggested
I go to Germany and find work there, so I did. Again, I had only

Problems come, problems go,
who can ever know
what good things lie ahead
for those who persevere instead
of giving up or running away,
when trouble comes up to say
will you stay and fight
or run away in fright?

I could never go through life alone
I know I would need you in my life
just to go on and live.

Elizabeth Legierski

my Bible. There, in a strange country I found a job and found my
new husband. We got married and had two sons. My husband was
a Jehovah’s Witness. We returned from Germany to Levice where
I too became active in this organization. I spent days and hours on
the street with my two boys, giving out literature. But deep in
my heart I was not satisfied. One day I was standing
in downtown Levice and I spotted a big tent with
a sign, “The Tent of Hope.”

I went in and heard beautiful music,
a youth choir, and a sermon preached by
Vlado Canji. I went forward at his invita-
tion and prayed with my counselor, Ljuba
Canji. She put a packet of literature in
my hand. I was depressed and confused,

and I cried for a long time.

My turning point was the day
someone put the Jesus film in my
hand, for free! No one ever gave me
anything for free. In the past I had given
money and time to my religion and I

got nothing in return. But now I got this

expensive video for free. I watched the

video with my family. In prayer I gave my

heart completely to the Lord. I went to the

Baptist church in Levice, where I understood

the Word of God and in obedience to Jesus’

command, I was baptized last December. Now my

whole family worships together every Sunday. My favourite

verse is Isaiah 45:22, “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the
earth, for I am God, and there is no other.” ]

From the President ... Continues from page 142

hindered from leaving home at convention time for one reason
or another. So I pray for a long memory of those who have
passed, and I pray also for the quick return of ones who
have recently been prevented from sharing the experiences of
convention week with us in West Virginia. And I have one
other prayer: for the gain of new members and friends who
can sense the depth of this convention’s calling and bless
us (and themselves) with their great interest, support, and
participation.

This coming summer, incidentally, at convention the first week
in July, we are planning the following: 1) a children’s and
youth camp experience on the Alderson-Broaddus campus in
Philippi, WV, concurrent with regular convention schedule;
2) cost reductions for Canadians, who bear an extra economic

burden because of the monetary exchange rate; and, 3) a
program spiritually crisp and strengthening, accentuated by the
kind of fun and fellowship that befits a family of Christ glad
to be together. Please, won’t you reserve July 5-8, 2001, on
your calendar, whether you are regular, returning, or new to
the convention. And, the preceding day, July 4th, will feature
a festive pre-convention holiday picnic and party for all who
can arrive that day earlier. West Virginia in the summertime,
friends, is “next to heaven.” (Regarding winter there, I cannot
go quite so far.)

Remember, all things, all things! In God’s hands—you, me, the
convention. All God’s people now, in the new year, and for all

time! Good news, or what?
R ohevt Dvovalk

-
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