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Editorial

His Birth

“..that Holy One who is to be born will be called
the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35)
he arrival of the Messiah had been expected
Tby the nation of Israel for centuries. But the
idea of the arrival of a new king, and ruler of
Israel, was not fulfilled. Instead of the magnificent
arrival of a king and supreme ruler, a child was born.
This child - called the Son of God - came into the
world under undignified conditions. What mother
would want to give birth to her baby in a stable?
The child, however, was born, and men of power
were terrified. Their rulership was under threat!
They could not have known that this child would
have the key to every heart. Although they tried to
get rid of him and prevent any influence he could
possibly have on their society, the child's birth is
now celebrated worldwide, in the 21 century.
It is because Jesus was born into this world from
otherworldly origins that his birth continues to be

Jeho narozeni

,Jo svaté dité, které se narodi, bude nazyvdno Syn

Bozi” (Lukas 1; 35)

fichod Mesidse byl v izraelském narodé
P ocCekdvan po staleti. Predstava o prichodu

nového krale, vladce nad Izraelem, se vSak
nenaplnila. Misto velkolepého pfichodu krale a
svrchovaného vladce se narodilo dité, které bylo
nazvano Synem Bozim. Navic to dité pfislo na svét
za docela nedUstojnych podminek. Ktera matka by
chtéla své dité porodit ve stdji?

Dité se vsak narodilo a tehdejsi mocnafi se
désili. Jejich vladcovstvi bylo ohrozeno! Netusili, ze
toto dité bude mit kli¢ ke kazdému srdci. Ackoliv se
snazili tohoto ditéte zbavit a zabranit jakémukolik
jeho vlivu na tehdejsi spole¢nost, je ptichod tohoto
ditéte oslavovan po celém svété i ve 21. stoleti.

celebrated. His birth, his influence on humankind,
as well as his departure from this earth are beyond
human understanding. He came not as the ruler
and king of Israel, but as ruler and king of the
human heart. It sounds very abstract. However, the
events recorded in the Gospels reveal the mystery
and intent of the birth of Jesus Christ.

Another mystery is veiled in His words: "You
must be born again." (John 3: 7) Doing something
again usually results in change, and usually that
change is for the better. This is what man'’s rebirth
means: to fundamentally change one's behaviour
and way of thinking. It is not a command, but a
statement of reality based on the authority of God
Himself. And this change can be caused by the Son
of God, who was born long ago.

Editor-in-Chief Natasha Laurinc
Translated by Elizabeth Jane Fields
a

Je to proto, Ze Jezis ma jiny puvod a do tohoto
svéta se narodil. Jeho narozeni se vymyka lidskému
chapani stejné tak jako jeho vliv na ¢lovéka a potom
odchod z tohoto svéta. Neprisel jako vladce a kral Izra-
ele, ale jako vladce a kral lidského srdce. Zni to velice
abstraktné. Udélosti zaznamenané v evangeliich vsak
odhaluji tajemstvi i zdamér narozeni Jezise Krista.

Dalsi tajemstvi je ukryto v Jeho slovech: ,Musite
se znovu narodit.” (Jan 3;7) Udélat néco znovu oby-
cejné signalizuje zménu, zménu k lepSimu. A o
tom to nové narozeni ¢lovéka je. Znamena to od
zakladu zménit zptsob mysleni a chovani. Neni to
prikaz, ale konstatovani skute¢nosti zalozené na
autorité samého Boha. A tuto zménu mize zpUiso-
bit pravé Syn Bozi, ktery se tenkrat narodil.

Natasa Laurincovd, $éfredaktorka
a
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hat are you thankful for?” was a
question presented at the Chil-
dren’s Time to a group of children at our
church, this past Thanksgiving Sunday.
Most answers from little youngsters
were expected... “My mommy and
daddy” “I'm thankful for Grandma and
Grandpa,” was another. One answer,
however, made the entire church erupt
in laughter: “I'm thankful that Christmas
is so close.” Perhaps an expected answer

ever, Thanksgiving Sunday in Canada is
in early October. Let’s be honest: not too
many of us are thinking of Christmas in
early October, but this little girl was. I'm
sure gifts and candy were at least a par-
tial reason for her excitement, but nev-
ertheless, it made me ask myself: am |
this excited about Christmas? What was
your thought the first time you realized
that Christmas was just around the cor-
ner? Did this thought cheer you up and
bring a smile to your face, or was the

reaction: Oh, no, Christmas is so busy
and stressful? Often, we allow the busi-
ness of life to take away all the joy and
wonder of Christmas. | hope you will

find time to slow down, pause, meditate

and reflect this Christmas. Because it is
not about gifts, it's not about the family.

It's about HIM and that’s why we call it

CHRISTmas.

“For today in the city of David there
has been born for you a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)

ound Thanksgiving in the USA. How-

he General Board of our convention met on
November 2, 2019, at Grace Baptist Church, in
Windsor, Ontario, and has approved the dates of
our annual gathering:

111** Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
July 9-12, 2020
Malone University, Canton, Ohio

The theme chosen by the board is:

“...Lirr Ur YOUR HEADS, BECAUSE
Your REDEMPTION 1S DRAWING NEAR.” (Luke 21:28)

* Interpreting the Signs of the Times (Matthew 16:1-3)
“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will

grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. And

this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a

o

testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” (Matthew
24:12-14)

* Creation: Waiting for the Sons of God to be Revealed
(Rom. 8:19-22)

“Creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be
revealed.” (Rom. 8:19)

“You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the moun-
tains and the bills will burst into song before you, and all the trees
of the field will clap their hands.” (Isaiah 55:12)

* Aliens and Strangers Longing for a Better Country—a
Heavenly One (Heb. 11:13-16)

“l wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I put my
hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for
the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.”

(Ps. 130:5-6)
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Missions Trip to Podgorica

gorica, Montenegro, is underway. Andrea Lamos-
Turner is leading a team to go and serve at a VBS
English camp in July 2020. The camp will be for a week.
They will be working with children ages 6-12 in the morn-
ings (VBS) and with teens and young adults, as well as
parents, in the afternoons. Vladimir Cizmanski, a past del-
egate of the convention, has been a full-time missionary
in Podgorica with his wife Marijana since the mid 90s. The
church began growing and now they are building the first
evangelical church in the country. Andrea is excited and is
looking for more people interested in serving on the team
for the summer missions trip. If you are interested in serv-
BOSNIA AND ihng o; in s;pp;)trting t@f)\is mi;sion financially please contact
er at andrea7turner@gmail.com
HERZEGOVINA i SERBIA 4

The planning for the upcoming missions trip to Pod-

Bijelo Polje s

MONTENEGRO

*Berane
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“The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, | dents of both the Czech and Slovak Baptist unions in the last
because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. | several years. In the summer of 2020, we are looking forward
The night is nearly over; the day is almost here...” (Rom 13:11b—  to the visits of Rev. Pavel Coufal, the president of the Czech
12) Baptist Union and the secretary, Jan Jackanic.

« The Second Coming (Acts 1:9-11) Visit our website wwuw.czskbe.org for the updates and ten-

“This same Jesus, wbobias beloce el tative program of the next convention. Subscribe to our quar-

will come back in the same way you have seen him go inio hea- terly Newsletter and receive the updates and PDF versions of
ven.” (Acts 1:11b) Glorious Hope before the printed copy is mailed.

Mark your calendars and save the date of the 111% Czecho-
slovak Baptist Convention: July 9-12, 2020, Malone Univer-
sity, Canton, Ohio.

“Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see
him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth
will mourn because of him...” (Rev. 1:7)

“Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude. .. shou- In His Service, l?arko Siracki
ting: “Hallelujah! ... Let us Rejoice and be glad... For the wed- Exec.utlve Secret.alry
ding of the Lamb has come...” (Rev. 19:6-7) Czechoslovak Baptist Convention

We are very privileged to have had visits from the presi- www.czskbe.org

a
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LET's Go To BETHLEHEM AND SEE .25

Stan Mantle

“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” Luke 2:10b

t is a wonderful thing that it was

to shepherds living out in the

fields that the birth announce-

ment of God’s Son was delivered.
Of all the addresses to which word
might have been sent; addresses in
fancy neighbourhoods with impressive
houses and servants, where “important”
people lived — it was to a certain hillside
outside Bethlehem where shepherds
were spending the night out of doors
looking after their sheep that God sent
His spectacular angelic telegram.

Why we may ask? Why with so
many of smooth hands and rich gowns
did He choose a rough band of weather-
worn watchers of sheep, those of lined
faces and calloused hands?

Huddled about their fire for
warmth the shadow and damp of the
night just barely held back from swal-
lowing them, they would have been the
subject of derisive laughter and mock-
ery if they were thought of at all by the
higher classes, the people of power and
prestige. Yet in the annals of eternity
as the guest list was prepared for the
nativity of His Son, God chose these
shepherds as the ones who should be

informed and advised as to where the
Child could be found.

We should not idealize the shep-
herds fancying them as pure and
unspoiled men living apart from the
corruption of general human society.
Shepherds at that time were not gen-
erally well regarded exhibiting the ten-
dency as one writer has expressed it 7o
confuse other peoples property with their
own (pg. 80 Ellis New Century Bible
Commentary on Luke).

Yet God chose them and dispatched
the angelic host to appear before them.
Perhaps He did because for all their
failings, for all their share in the sin
disease of our race He recognized that
these shepherds were just humble and
foolish enough — to believe enough —
to decide:

“Lets go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us abour.” Luke 2:15b

It is significant that the shepherds,
when God revealed to them the unfold-
ing of His plan in the Present, in the
Now — were not too busy with their
sheep or to attached to their fire, or
too accustomed to moaning about the

long delay of the Messiah’s coming, or
too wise in their philosophical under-
standing to get up from where they
sat, stretch their legs and go and see
for themselves. Some of more deeply
religious and “pious” hearts than the
shepherds, can have the glory of God
shining about them — the work of
God literally rising around them, but
being fixed in their place and devoted
to their injuries see it not.

In contrast “Lets go to Bethlehem
and see” is the sentiment of believers
on the verge of discovery, the decision
of invited guests on the way to finding
and filling their honoured place.

What a tremendous thing it was
that God was doing, that amazingly
they were invited to participate in.
What wonderful discoveries were theirs
to behold as they were willing to under-
take the journey to Bethlehem.

What was it that Bethlehem offered
a glimpse of?

The angel had told them. 7 bring
you good news of great joy that will be for
all the people.” Luke 2:10b

First, the shepherds went to Beth-
lehem to see good news of great joy.

Glorious Hope » Slavnd nadéje » Vol 45, N° 4, December 2019



“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” Luke 2:15b

People are interested in news. What is
new compels our interest, draws our
attention. There is an appetite for nov-
elty and change — for variety to offset
and provide interest to the unvarying
landscape. Much the news each day
brings cannot be described as good.
There are stories of murder and fraud,
of conflict and disaster, of strife and
dispute, accusation, outburst and war.
In comparison to these Good News,
really Good News is relatively rare. We
hear of tax cuts but seldom ever see
them. We would like to see progress
and improvement but strangely with
all the rights and special interests being
championed, for all the improvements
and advances of society in pushing back
boundaries and removing barriers the
result for many is not more freedom,
but bondage, not wider vistas of oppor-
tunity but confinement in smaller and
narrower cells. Freedom from rules and
expectations is not as free, not as won-
derful in the grasping and attaining as
in the visioning and pressing for. What
then would real GOOD NEWS of
great joy look like?

Joy is something different for dif-

ferent people, yet there is the common
element of something lost being found,
some treasure being obtained, some
threat being withstood and prevailed
over. In Augustine’s Confessions written
nearly 1600 years ago he reflects:

What then takes place in the soul,
when it is more delighted at finding or
recovering the things it loves, than if it
had ever [always] had them?...

The conquering commander trium-
phant; yet he had not conquered unless he
had fought; and the more peril there was
in the battle, so much the more joy there
is there in the triumph.

The storm tosses the sailors, threatens
shipwreck; all wax pale at approaching
death; sky and sea are calmed, and they
are exceedingly joyed. ..

A friend is sick and his pulse threat-
ens danger; all who long for his recovery
are sick in mind with him. He is restored,
though as yet he walks with not his former
strength; yet there is such joy, as was not
when before he walked sound and strong.

An example of this happened some
years ago close to Christmas when I

lost my camera. I thought I had prob-
ably just misplaced it but as the days
passed and it was not found anywhere
I looked, I began to think it must have
been stolen. I felt bad with Christmas
coming and wanting to take pictures.
Even more than that, I felt terrible
because in the camera was a full roll of
shots of the progress of the church con-
struction which couldn’t be replaced. I
prayed to the Lord along the line that if
I couldn’t have the camera back could
I just have the film back? Shortly after-
wards I found the camera in my gym
bag. I felt like jumping up and down
for joy and exclaimed loudly

“Praise God! Praise the Lord!”

I was more joyful about finding the
camera than I had ever been about get-
ting it in the first place.

Now hear again the angel’s pro-
nouncement to the shepherds:

“I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.”

What is this news which involves
something we all have lost being found,
a great treasure uncovered, a long lonely
exile ended? This news is richer than a
good year on the stock market, deeper

I=5" Continues on page 11
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What God
Has Been
Teaching Me

Ruby Mikulencak

&4

Martin Luther - “Blowing out the candles of other peo-
ple does not make yours shine brighter. Be careful not to
measure your holiness by other people.”

Moody - “Now if a man has no love of God in his
heart, how easy it is to become offended, easy to take
offense. If we have love, we might not be all the time find-
ing fault with other people or criticizing what they have
done. What we want is to get this spirit of criticism and
fault-finding out of the Church and out of our hearts; and
let each one of us live as if we had to answer for ourselves
and not for others in this community we call Church.”

reader, to consider. Often we find it so easy to think we

know what is best or better for another person or our
fellow believer in Christ. So how can we deal with this crit-
ical approach we often have towards others in our circle
of friends, our family members or even those who attend
our church?

What if, instead of being upset with our fellow believ-
ers about how they should believe and act, we would pray
to bless them? What does that mean, to bless a person?
Most of my life | have prayed that God would bless people.

| am sure you have done the same thing, and maybe,
like me, you thought it had a superficial ring to it, because
you thought that by blessing a person you were allowing
them to have a good and successful day or week.

I think you get the gist of what | would like you, dear

| have been reading a book, Grace Outpouring, by Roy
Godwin and Dave Roberts. Roy writes. “When we bless
people we are invoking the very character of God himself
in the lives of those we pray for."We are opening the door
for them to glimpse something of the kingdom of God.
We are actually opening the door for them to experience
God more in their lives!”

It also removes the constraints in a person’s life that
make it difficult for one to experience God more. Is this
not what we all desire for the people in our lives, a deeper
understanding and outpouring of God's grace into their
lives?

This is based on Numbers 6:22-26, a very common
declaration of our pastors. If you go on to read verse 27 of
Numbers 6, it enlightens us more about what an invoking
of a blessing is: “So they (the priests) shall put my name
upon the people and | will bless them”. Godwin writes that
“the priests spoke the empowered words that caused God
to unleash transformational life, providing blessing upon
the people because it was done in the name of Jesus.

So who could you invoke or entreat/plead the name
of Jesus on so that this friend, relative or maybe enemy
might experience God’s character in their life in a deeper
way, that all constraints in their life would be removed so
that God could unleash his transformational life on them?

a
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(press release) 31/10/2019

rom October 25 to 27, 2019, a conference
Fof the Baptists in the Czech Republic and

the Baptists in Slovakia under the name
""100 YEARS TOGETHER' was held in Litomé&fice.
Czech and Slovak Baptists commemorated the
beginnings of the Baptist mission and the formation
of the first congregations since the second half of
the 19™ century, which, after the establishment of
Czechoslovakia, joined in 1919 into the then Breth-
ren Union Chel¢ického.

Over the past 100 years, the Czech and Slovak
Baptist churches have experienced several periods of
joyful development of common life and service, as
well as a difficult, very disruptive period of Nazi and
especially later, in the 1950s, Communist dictatoz-
ship. Since 1994, the Baptist Unity of the Czech
Republic has been divided into Czech and Slovak,
and both unions are following their own path.
However, good mutual relations and cooperation
continue, for example in the publication of the com-
mon magazine Rogsévaé/ Rozsieval, as well as at joint
conferences of ladies and youth, and cooperation in
the field of marriage and families.

Celebrated 1 00 Yea rS Toge.fher

The conference "100 Years Togethet" was
attended by 700 people. Following the motto of the
conference "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever", not only were grateful memories
present, but also many challenges for our present
and future. It has been repeatedly emphasized that
Baptists have always formed a missionary commu-
nity and should therefore further develop their mis-
sionary mission in the context of today's world.

In addition to the main programs, there were a
number of workshops. The children's band Beetles
sang for children, and there was singing by music
groups from several choirs as well as the choir JAS, in
which several generations of Czechs and Slovaks had
participated over more than 50 years. During Sunday
worship, conference patticipants heard a lively and
current sermon from the president of the European
Baptist Federation, Meego Remmel, from Estonia.

The conference was in the spirit of joyful grati-
tude to the Lord God and was a great encourage-
ment for the further growth of mutual communion
and service to the people of both our countries.

You can find a link to the photos and a record of

the main meetings at www.stoletspolu.c3.
a
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Let’s Go To Bethlehem and See... Continues from page 7

than the pleasure of a new car, more
exciting than the home team winning
the playoffs and taking home the tro-
phy, for it addresses the hurt and pain,
guilt and shame, lostness and alien-
ation of all of humanity. This is news
of great joy sent from the One who
knows as none other the forgotten and
hidden route in our spirits to springs
of joy and fountains of delight. Many
in these days have been thinking and
pondering — probing their minds and
firing up their imaginations in search
of a gift which will be just right, and
a source of enjoyment for this or that
individual on their list. Sometimes we
get it right and sometimes we miss.
But God knows exactly what makes for
human joy and fulfilment and it was
news of His arrival that was sent by an
angel to shepherds so long ago.

And so it was a little bundle of joy,
the greatest and most potent there ever
was that the shepherds were aroused to
undertake an unexpected night-time
journey to see.

“Today in the town of David a Sav-
iour has been born to you...” Luke 2:11
the angel had said.

This Word was full of Promise,
tull of Hope. “Today in the town of
David...” How far their fortunes as a
people had fallen since the glad days
when David reigned as King. He had
been a shepherd like them, but he rose
from caring for his fathers sheep on
these same hillsides to lead the nation
of Israel to victory over her enemies.
What a strong and mighty warrior He
had been, bold in faith and courageous
in battle. How they needed a leader like
him again, who would defy and chal-
lenge the enemies of Israel in the Name
of the Lord.

There were prophecies which gave
reason to hope and expect that such a
leader would come some day. The dark
prophecy of Amos which foretold the
judgment for her sins which had come
upon Israel, had held out a ray of hope
in its ending.

“In that day I will restore David’s

Jallen tent. I will repair its broken places,
restore its ruins, and build it as it used to
be...” Amos 9:11

Isaiah too spoke of a shoot from the
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots that would bear fruit and Micah
had mentioned Bethlehem the town of
David.

“But  you, Bethlehem Ephrathab,
though you are small among the clans of
Judah, out of you will come for me one
who will be ruler over Israel, whose ori-
gins are from of old, from ancient times...
He will stand and shepherd his flock in
the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of
the name of the Lord His God. And they
will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth. And
he will be their peace.” Micah 5:2,4-5

Is it any wonder then that the shep-
herds’ hearts were ignited on being
addressed out of the night sky by an
angel declaring:

“Today in the town of David a Sav-
iour has been born to you...”

Is it any wonder when this was
backed up by a great company of the
heavenly host who suddenly appeared
with the angel praising God and say-
ing:

“Glory to God in the highest, and on

earth peace to men on whom his favor
rests”

that the shepherds’ faith burst into
flame as they said to one another:

“Lets go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about.”

But we are not so different from the
shepherds. The human condition ties
us together across the divide of inter-
vening centuries as people in need of
a Saviour. More than ever the world
needs saving, Countries and cultures
need saving. Families and individuals
need saving. What is it that you need a
Saviour for today? What in your heart
cries out for rescue? Help and saving
won't be found by refusing to abandon
the little fires we have built against the
night. The answer for you and me and
all our sorry but strangely beloved race
is in getting up and making for Beth-
lehem.

The wonderful gift of a Saviour
invites our attendance before the new-
born Child. There we may see what
God has done. There in silent awe we
may wonder at the humble form of the
salvation which God has sent into the
world. Let’s go to Bethlehem and see.

Amen.
a
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“The thief comes only to stea/ and kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. I am the good

shepherd...”(John 10:10-11)

tis an honor to be back. I enjoyed

speaking to the Convention last

summer when the Convention

was still at Allegheny College,
and it’s an honor to be invited back and
have the opportunity to fellowship with
you and to share God’s word with you
again. We’re from Meadville, so it was
about a two-and- a-half-hour trip for us
over here to Canton today, and in many
ways it was like a homecoming for us,
because we have a number of connec-
tions, not only with the Convention but
also with this university. My wife Susan-
nah got her nursing degree here, from
Malone University. She spent four years
studying and preparing to be a mater-
nity nurse, so she received her Bach-
elor of Nursing degree from here. And
though I got my undergraduate degree
from another Christian institution—
from Geneva College, in Beaver Falls,
Pennsylvania—I got my mastet’s degree

from here at Malone. When we came
back from the Czech Republic in 2008,
this institution was one of the only
places of higher education that offered
a master’s degree in sports ministry.
And since I was a soccer player and a
soccer coach, it was a natural fit for me
to come here and to receive my master’s.
And it was good timing as well, because
when I finished my two-year course of
study, they closed that program down,
so I was in the last graduating class in
that Master of Sports Ministry. And
then also here on campuses when Suzy
and I had our third date, the way that
we met and the way that we got mar-
ried I think would make a great movie
someday. I think it’s very romantic and
it’s better than some of the stuff that
gets put out in the movie theaters. We
met in December of 1996 and I was
smitten, so I invited her out on a Sat-
urday night. I called her up on Sunday

L

morning and said: “I'm going to make
some hovézi (beef) goulash and some
knedliky (dumplings). Would you like to
come down and try some Czech food?”
So she came down and had lunch with
me on Sunday. And about a week after
that, I had to go and speak at Beaver
Falls. And Beaver Falls is still quite a
ways away from here, but I had a col-
lege soccer teammate living here, so 1
called up my friend Jeff and said: “Hey,
I’'m interested in this girl that’s a student
at Malone. Can I come and spend the
night and sleep on your floor so I can
see this girl?” So he graciously allowed
me to come and do that, and so we had
our third date here in January of 1997.1
went back to the mission field, and she
came to see me in May of that year after
she had graduated. It was cold and rainy
and gray in the Czech Republic until
she arrived. Then the sun came out, the
cherry trees and apple trees were all in
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blossom, and the flowers came out. It
was warm, in the 70s and 80s, and we
were able to take long walks through
the parks. By the end of her two weeks
there, we were in love. My boss at that
time —and he’s one of the co-leaders on
this trip that we’re leading on Monday—
his name is Bill. After Susannah went
back, after she returned to the States,
he said, “You’re no use here. When you
finish up your summer activities, take
a six-month furlough, go home, and
figure out if Susie’s the girl for you to
marry”. I finished up my summer work,
my summer camps, and flew home end
of August. I proposed in October, and
we got married in December. So it was
like a year and ten days from the time
we first saw each other until the time
we got married. That was 22 years ago.
And so we have a lot of connections, a
lot of good memories at Malone. But
not only that, we built connections with
you: we have some good memories of
the times we spent on the picnics at
Allegheny College there below the foot-
ball field, and we were sad that you had
to move away from Allegheny. It had
been nice to have you right there in our
hometown and to be able to come up
and visit with you. But we’re glad that
you have a new place to hold your con-
vention, here in the beautiful, godly
Christ Center campus here at Malone.

So thank you for the warm welcome
and thank you for the invitation to
come and speak again.

This is a wonderful atmosphere:
calm and peaceful, in comfortable sur-
roundings here in this little chapel on
the edge of campus. So I don’t think
that anybody in here would feel in
any way in danger or in peril. I mean,
it’s comfortable; it’s nice outside so
we’re comfortable. We don’t feel any
sense of danger but I'm going to talk
about rescues tonight and a rescuer and
when somebody needs to be rescued,
there’s danger involved. There’s peril,
and those kinds of stories move me. I
recently watched a movie called The Fin-
est Hours. 1t’s based on a true story that

happened in 1952, on February 18®,
1952, off the coast of New England,
off Massachusetts. There was a horrible
storm, a once-in-a-hundred-year storm.
A northeaster blew in on that coast,
near the Coast Guard station in Cha-
tham, Massachusetts. One oil tanker
split open and so the commander of
the Coast Guard base sent his best
sailors out to rescue people from that
ripped-open oil tanker. But then word
came in that a second tanker had split
open, the SS Pendleton. That second boat
had an inexperienced captain, and he
told that guy to get a crew together and
go out to that boat and see if he could
rescue those people from the Pendleton.
And there were about 30 sailors on the
Pendleton. The hero of the story, Ber-
nie Weber, had just recently become
engaged. His fiancé was distraught that
he had to go out on the ocean in such
terrible weather. The locals knew the
waters around there and Bernie wasn’t
from that town so he didn’t know where
all the shoals and banks were. And most
of the rest of the sailors were already
out on the first rescue mission. So Ber-
nie had two or three other guys that he
gathered up to go out on this little tiny
boat. And when they were going out on
the boat, one of them said, “I sure hope
this boat is going to take us to a bigger
boat,” because it was so tiny. And the
locals were saying, “It’s a suicide mis-
sion, don’t send them out, don’t send
them out” His fiancé was distraught
that he had to go out in such weather.
But Bernie said, “The Coast Guard says
you have to go out. They don’t say you
have to come back.” So they got in the
boat, this little tiny boat and they took
off and he had to time things just right
to get through the waves and through
the shoals and they got out past, they
got out into the open ocean and the
engine died. The engine died not once
but twice. Each time they had to restart
it during that storm. Then a big wave
came along and took off their compass
and took off the roof of this rescue
boat. But Bernie pressed on, he got to

the Pendleton, and they were able to save
thirty-two out of the thirty-three sail-
ors. But once they got them on board,
and it was this really tiny boat, they got
all these people on board and it started
to go down low into the water and they
wondered how they were going to make
it back. They’d only done part of the
journey; now they had to get back, back
to base with no compass and no roof.
And on the shore, the power had gone
out, so they couldn’t even see the lights
on the shore anymore. But the people
in the village got into their cars and
drove them up to the beach and turned
their lights on so that the sailors in the
tiny boat would be able to see their way
back. And they did make it back.

Now, Eric [Sherada] likes to go boat-
ing. But I don’t like open water even on
a good, calm sunny day, so I can’t imag-
ine the courage it would take to go out
into a northeaster and a storm so big to
rescue people on such a tiny boat. Now
Jesus when He was teaching, He some-
times taught through parables, through
stories, and Pastor Mantle has already
read that. So Jesus told a rescue story
but not only did He tell a rescue story,
He lived one out. I want to look more
closely at those two things: I'm going
to look at the story that He told about
rescuing a lost lamb, and then I want to
look at His life.

I know Pastor Mantle already read
the scripture, but I want to read it again
to you. Luke 15: 1-7, NIV: Now the tax
collectors and sinners were all gathering around
to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teach-
ers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them.” Then Jesus told
them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a
hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn't
he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and
Lo after the lost sheep until be finds it? And
when be finds it, be joyfully puts it on his shoul-
ders and goes home. Then he calls bis friends
and neighbors together and says, Rejoice with
mes 1 have found my lost sheep.” I tel] you that
in the same way there will be more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need
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to repent.” May God bless the reading of
His Word.

Verses 1&2 give us the context of
the story that Jesus tells about the lost
sheep. But not just the story about the
lost sheep but the next two stories that
He tells us as well: the story of the lost
coin and of the lost son. Actually the
context goes back a little bit further
because if you look in Chapter 14, Jesus
has just been teaching about the cost
of being a disciple and then as Chap-
ter 14 closes, He says, “If anyone has ears
to bear, let him bear.” And then we go in
to Chapter 15 and it’s the tax collectors
and sinners who are coming, who are
gathering around to hear Jesus. And
this was a regular occurrence, a pattern;
this was something that happened over
and over and over again. It was the tax
collectors and sinners who were com-
ing to Jesus to hear what He had to
say. It was these types of people that
the Pharisees and the religious people
called the people of the land. And that
was a derogatory term, but it was the
people of the land that were coming
to hear what Jesus had to say. And they
were looked down on — it could have
been because of the jobs that they had,
or because they didn’t keep all the petty
little details about the ceremonial law, or
because they were living immoral lives,
but they were certainly looked down on
by the scribes and the Pharisees. And
there’s quite a contrast here between the
tax collectors and sinners who are com-
ing to hear, and the religious people, the
Pharisees and the scribes. While one
group was coming to hear, the other
group was muttering and complain-
ing, saying with contempt, “This man
welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
And that was not meant as a compli-
ment by any stretch of the imagination.
It was meant to cast shadows, to dis-
parage Jesus and His interactions with
those sorts of people. Because if they
could, the Pharisees and other religious
people avoided all contact with people
they called sinners. In fact their attitude
was this: there would be joy in heaven
over one sinner who was obliterated

before God. So they weren’t look-
ing for them to come back; they were
looking forward to the day when they
would be destroyed. So in response to
this grumbling and complaining and
these snide remarks, Jesus tells a series
of three stories: the lost sheep, the lost
coin and the lost son. He begins with
What if. My oldest boy, Stephen junior,
when he was two or three, I would take
him to the park and I would want him
to play on the playground equipment,
but he would follow me around and ask
me what if questions. And that’s how
Jesus began this story: What if. What
if one of you had one hundred sheep
but one came up missing. Wouldn’t
you, wouldn’t he leave the ninety-nine
and go looking out into the darkness,
out into the wilderness, the wild, under
the threat of bandits and beasts, wild
beasts, bears and lions, for the one that
has wondered off? Wouldn’t he search
high and low until he found that one?
Nothing would deter that shepherd,
that one who was going out search-
ing, the one who was going out chasing
after that lost sheep, not darkness, not
the terrain, not beasts, not tiredness,
not fatigue, not the thought that he still
had ninety-nine safe at home. Nothing
would stop the one who was going out
searching. And when he found that lost
sheep he would gather it up in his arms
with gladness, put it on his shoulders
and head for home.

I grew up on a farm. We had two or
three sheep; we kept them penned up
because we didn’t want them wondering
off. But we had Black Angus cattle and
they were like the son, in the story of
the lost son. They looked for ways to
get out. And they always got out at the
worst times. Sunday morning we’d be all
dressed and in the van, ready to go to
church, and we’d see that the cows were
out. Or at midnight we would get a
knock on the door: “You don’t happen
to have some black cows, do you?
Because they are on the road or over in
the neighbor’s cornfield.” They always
got out at the wrong time. And our atti-
tude when we had to get up and chase

them was not like the man in Jesus’
story. There was a lot of grumbling,
bad attitudes and words that shouldn’t
be said here or anywhere else and even
if we didn’t say them we were thinking
them as we went out and looked for
those cattle. And when we found them,
we were not gentle with them. We were
harsh as we drove them back to the
fields. But not so here in the story that
Jesus tells. The rescuer takes the lamb
and carries it home with gladness. No
scolding, no thrashings, no threatening,
no grumbling underneath his breath.
No, there is joy in his heart. When he
gets home, he calls his friends and his
neighbors together for a celebration
over the safe return of one lost sheep.
“It’s party time,” he says to his friends
and neighbors. “Come and celebrate
with me, I have found him; he is safely
back where he needs to be.”” Now in
verse 7, Jesus steps out of the parable,
He steps out of the story. He makes a
direct statement. He says there will be a
bigger party in heaven and that phrase
in heaven 1s an indirect way, a polite way,
of saying “with God”. In heaven with
God there will be a bigger party over
one sinner who repents, who is found,
than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who do not need to repent. And I think
that Jesus is using some irony there
when He says righteous people who
don’t need to repent, because we know;,
based on the rest of Scripture, that we
all need to repent. We all need to be
saved. We all need to be made right with
God. So another way of saying “do not
need to repent” would be: For those
who think that they are righteous and
think that they have no need to repent.
So there’s greater joy before God over
one of these sinners that you look down
on than over the ninety-nine who fol-
low all the rules and make sure that they
wash their hands and don’t do work on
the Sabbath. There’s more joy with God
over that one sinner who was brought
back home than over the ninety-nine
who think that they have everything
Now this story, along with the two that
follow, I think makes some clear points,
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and we could base sermons around
cach one of those themes. We see that
God cares for the one, God cares for
the individual. God cares for those who
have wandered away, for those who are
lost. We see that God cares enough.
And I don’t think that care is the right
word. I think that we should say that He
loves enough to take the initiative to
find the lost. His love is not passive, it is
active, it is a searching love, and I didn’t
work with the music committee or any-
thing like that, but the song The Reckless
Love fits right in with the message for
tonight. It’s a never-ending love. It’s a
love that takes risks, it’s a love that goes
out and searches until the lost are
found. There was an English writer
named G. K. Chesterton, late 1800s
early 1900s, who coined the phrase “the
furious love of God” to describe how
God chases after us, chases after His
sheep. Because in His love He — and in
the story, the shepherd—goes out
searching. He doesn’t wait for the lamb
to find its way home, because a lamb
can’t find its way home. It has no sense
of direction. You know you hear stories
about cats and dogs that are lost hun-
dreds of miles away and they miracu-
lously make their way home. You never
hear that story about a sheep, because
sheep can’t find their way home. That’s
why the Bible calls us sheep, not some
other animal. So the shepherd goes out
and looks for the sheep, and he perse-
veres until he finds it. He doesn’t give
up, he doesn’t throw up his hands when
the going gets tough. When he has
found the lost sheep, he grabs it up in
his arms. Now here some commenta-
tors say that the lamb might have been
so frantic that he actually had to be
caught and gathered up, because in that
frantic state he wouldn’t have followed
his shepherd home. I heard some com-
mentator say that perhaps the lamb is
so tired and worn out and beaten up
from wandering that he has no strength
to come home. But either way that you
look at it, the shepherd takes the sheep
up in his arms and carries it home. And
then once he gets home, he throws a

Suppose one of you had a hundred sheep and loses
one of them. Does he not...go after the lost sheep
until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts
it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his
friends and neighbors together and says, "Rejoice with
me; | have found my lost sheep. Luke 15:3-6

party —a huge celebration. We throw
celebrations here in the United States
and Canada when a team wins the Stan-
ley Cup or the World Series. Or when
some individual achieves something,
like graduating from high school or col-
lege, we have a celebration for their
achievement. We don’t have a celebra-
tion for the return of somebody who
has wandered off because of their own
stupidity. But in the story there’s a cele-
bration when the lamb is brought back
home. And this was the story that Jesus
told, not just when faced with opposi-
tion from the scribes and the Pharisees
but it was also the story of His life. It
was the drama that He acted out during
His ecarthly ministry, because He was
the one who went out to look for the
lost lamb. He was the sheep chaser
because He was the shepherd who
owned the sheep. And He wasn’t just
any shepherd. The Scriptures call Him
the Good Shepherd. In John’s gospel,
John Chapter 10, Jesus actually first
calls Himself the Good Shepherd. He
says: I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down His life for the
sheep. Now that idea and that image of
a shepherd goes way back into the Old
Testament. It was used of Yahweh in
the Old Testament, in Psalm 23, when
David wrote, “The Lord is my shep-

herd”. And then in Ezekiel’s prophe-
cies, 34:11-12: “T'his is what the sovereign
Lord says,” I myself will search for my sheep
and look after them. As a shepherd looks after
his scattered flock when he is with them, so 1
will look after my sheep. I will rescue them
Sfrom all the places where they were scattered on
a day of clouds and darkness.” "So Jesus
takes this image and He applies it to
himself. Now Christ’s earthly mission
was more than just braving the elements
of being here on Earth. Sure, He faced
the limitations of having a physical
body and all the things that go along
with that-being tired, being hungry,
being injured. And He dealt with the
different hardships that go with being
human. He faced rejection from His
own people, scorn and mocking, but
He went even beyond those difficulties,
because He laid down his life. And we
know that not all rescue missions end in
a safe manner. Not all of them have a
happy ending like the one I mentioned
at the beginning of the story. Last sum-
mer in Thailand, summer 2018, there
was a group of soccer players, a group
of 12-year-old Thai boys, and it turned
out they went down into a cave, to see
this cave, and when they were down
there, the caves flooded and they got
stuck down there for weeks. People
were trying to figure out how to rescue

I=5> Continues on page 19
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or many years I have been able to observe

the events in Jerusalem at Christmas.

I would therefore like to answer the

repeated question: What are the Israelites
doing at Christmas? In this regard, I would divide
the Israelis into three groups. The first, and per-
haps largest, group have no idea at all of Christ-
mas. They just don't realize i’s Christmas time.
An American or a European can hardly imagine
it, but in Israel it's very easy. Christmas is not
officially celebrated here, and everyday life follows
its regular routine.

Then there are Israelis who love the Christmas-
time atmosphere, and with wide-open eyes stare at
the light-filled Christmas trees of their Christian
neighbors. Even a few Christmas services in the
Old Town are overcrowded with curious Israeli
people, who absolutely do not know what the
liturgical silence is about. They go through the
church here and there, having fun and sighing at
the beauty of the "Silent Night". The choir must
be very brave, not to give up and stop singing into
the reigning chaos. These types of Israelis also like
to travel to America or Europe at Christmastime
to enjoy the Christmas atmosphere, unlike Ameri-
can Jews, who live with the feeling that they have
to defend their Jewish identity. The Israelis in this
group were mostly born here and have served in
the army. They do not feel threatened in their Jewish identity
by a Christmas atmosphere.

In the third group I would include just the Israelis who
have immigrated from America. They are happy to be rid of
Christmas, and happy to live in a Jewish state and celebrate
Jewish holidays. When I was learning Hebrew in an ulpan
(Hebrew language course), an American Jew stated as the rea-
son for his immigration that he could no longer tolerate the
Christmas flurry, with Christmas carols heard in department
stores from October on.

I have to say, I understand him quite well after seeing the
American Christmas cabaret. I couldn't even believe my eyes
when I saw dozens of dancers dressed up as Father Christmas,
leaping to the tune of "Jingle Bells." This whole character of
a good-natured grandfather with a red costume and a white
beard confuses me. What has he to do with Jesus' birth in
Bethlehem? I am glad to live in a country where Christmas is
called "Chag ha-molad"—"Feast of Birth". Precisely because I

What Are the Israelites
Doing at Christmas?

live here, I
am reminded
daily that Jesus,
whose real name was
Yeshua, was a Jew, and was

neither European nor American.

He had to be completely different
from what I had always imagined.

One of the first things I noticed in Israel
was the celebration of the Sabbath beginning on
Friday evening. I thought, "It's like Christmas every

week!" Families are preparing for the holiday. It is planned
beforehand—what is to be cooked and baked, and is purchased
accordingly. Everything has to be clean and ready by Friday,
and the whole family will gather in the evening in formal cer-
emony. Every week there is chala on the table—a shabbat bread
that is remarkably similar to our Christmas bread. But it's not
just planning, it's the expectation that the Sabbath will come.
It's a family celebration every week, similar to our Christmas
celebration. That's why many Christian families around me
here in Israel move Christmas to Friday. So this year they will
celebrate on either the 21 or the 28" of December. After all,
no one knows the exact day when Jesus was born anyway.

The candles we use on the Christmas tree are exactly the
same candles used for the Hanukkah holiday, called the Feast
of Light. Light shining in the darkness is also what we love at
Christmas. So, if anyone really wants to escape the hustle and
bustle of Christmas, let them come to the country where Jesus

was born.
Krista Gerloff, Jerusalem, Israel

Taken from Rozsévac¢ 12/2019
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To znamen3, Ze:

ith tak miloval svét, ze

dal svého  jediného Syna,

aby Zddny, kdo v ného vér,
nezahynul, ale mél zivot véiny (Jan
3, 16). Nebot Biih, keery fekl: ,Ze
tmy at zazdri svétlo, osvitil nase srdce,
aby ndm dal poznat svétlo své slavy ve
tvdri Kristové® (2 K 4, 6). , Vy vsak
Jste z Bozi moci v Kristu Jezisi; on
se ndm stal moudrosti od Boha, spra-
vedlnosti, posvécenim a vykoupenim,
Jak je psano: Kdo se chlubi, at se chlubi v Panu® (1K 1, 30).

» Vyznds-li svymi dsty Jezise jako Pina a uwvéiis-li ve svém
srdci, Ze ho Biih vzkiisil z mrivych, budes spasen. Srdcem vérime
k spravedinosti a iisty vyzndvame k spaseni* (R 10, 9-10). ,,Kdo
je v Kristu, je nové stvoreni. Co je staré, pominulo, hle, je tu
nové! 1o vsecko je z Boha, ktery nds smifil sam se sebou skrze
Krista“(2 K 5 17-18a). , Nikdo z nds nezije sdm sobé a nikdo
sdm sobé neumird. Zijeme-li, ijeme Panu, umirame-li, umirame
Pinu. At Zijeme, at umirdme, patiime Panu. ., VZdyt proto Kris-
tus umiel i 0%il, aby se stal Panem i mrtvych i Zivich (R 14, 7).
»AE tedy jite ¢i pijete (i cokoli jiného déldte, vsecko Cirite k sldvé
Bozi (1K 10, 31). ,,Je-li Biih s ndmi, kdo proti ndm? On neu-
Settil svého viastniho Syna, ale za nds za viecky jej vydal; jak by
ndm spolu s nim nedaroval vsecko?“ (R 8, 31-32). ,,Jedinému
moudrému Bohu bud skrze Jezise Krista sldva na véky véki.
Amen“ (R 16, 27).

Tak més opravdové Vénoce?

Mirek Jersdk
Taken from Rozsévac¢ 12/2019
a
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And It's Christmas Again

This means that:

or God so loved the world that he gave his one and only

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have

eternal life, (John 3:16). For God, who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give
us the light of the knowledge of God's glory displayed in the face of
Christ, (2 Cor. 4:6). It is because of him that you are in Christ
Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righ-
teousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let
the one who boasts boast in the Lord,” (1 Cor. 1:30-31).

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justi-
fied, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and
are saved, (Rom. 10:9-10). Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
the new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here! All
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, (2
Cor. 5:17-18). For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and
none of us dies for ourselves alone. If we live, we live for the Lord;
and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we
belong to the Lord. For this very reason, Christ died and returned
to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living,
(Rom. 14: 7-9). You must do everything for the glory of God,
even your eating and drinking, (1 Cor.10:31). If God is on
our side, who can ever be against us? Since he did not spare even
his own Son_for us but gave him up for us all; wont he also surely
give us everything else? (Rom. 8:31-32) To God, who alone is
wise, be the glory forever through Jesus Christ our Lord, amen,
(Rom.16:27).

So have you got a real Christmas?

Mirek Jersdk
Taken from Rozsévac 12/2019

Glorious Hope = Slavnd nadéje = Vol 45, N° 4, December 2019

17



In Memory

Henry Pojman

April 16, 1950 — Becember 8, 2019

Henry Pojman went to be | 21 years.
with the Lord. More info will be available in the next issue of
Henry Pojman has been a Financial | the Glorious Hope. 0

O ur dear brother in Christ | Secretary of the Czechoslovak Baptist convention for

Joseph Ffrank Jersak

Orctober 20, 1931 — October 21, 2019

oe Jersak went to be with his | capacities with the following organizations: the
Lord on October 21, 2019, at | Czech Baptist Church, Wellman Lake Baptist Camp,

the age of 88 years. Fields of Jubilee, Keystone Agricultural Producers
Joe was born on the family farm | and Canadian Foodgrains Bank. He also sang in the

in the Floradale District, to William | church choir and was instrumental in the building of
and Eugenia Jersak. He attended | Cornerstone Baptist Church. He was also a General
the Floradale country school from | Board member emeritus of the Czechoslovak Baptist

grades 1 to ,8. Convention. The last few years we have been attend-
As a teenager, he accepted the  ingTemple Baptist Church in Swan River, Manitoba.
Lord Jesus as his personal Saviour. Joe enjoyed several memorable trips with Ruth
He was baptized and continued to = to the Czech Republic, Hawaii, Mexico and Aus-
live out his faith for the rest of his life. tralia.
At 14, Joe began farming with his dad. This He was fiercely competitive when he partici-

came about after his dad announced that he needed | pated in baseball, curling, bowling, golfing and
help with spring work. Joe threw his school books | playing card games with family.

into a gunny sack, got onto his horse, Queenie, and Joe was a great family man and a man of integ-
left school, never to return. He farmed with hisdad = rity. He treated the people with whom he did
and brother until his marriage. business with respect and loyalty. In return, these

On July 8, 1953, he married Ruth Vinter. = businessmen respected and admired him. His wife,
They experienced 66 years of commitment to one | children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren
another through life's joys and sorrows. They were | filled his life with joy. His cheeky sense of humour
blessed with five children, who filled their lives = puta smile on the face of everyone he met and will
with love and laughter. be dearly missed.

During their marriage, Joe worked tirelessly on Joe is survived by his wife, Ruth; his five chil-
their small mixed farm with his partner, Ruth, to | dren, Betty (Paul) Schaufele, Tim (Grace) Jersak,
make ends meet. As the years went by, the farm | Melodie (Ian) Hunt, Dianne (Dave) Brown, and
operation expanded. His meticulous approach to | Luella (Ron) Krueger; 13 grandchildren; 21 great-
farming, aided by advancements in technology = grandchildren; three sisters, Ann Moravec, Helen
and his complete trust in God, led to his successful LeTissier and Evelyn (John) Ozdan; and numerous

career. nieces and nephews.

Joe was always ready to help his family wherever Verses that Joe lived by were Proverbs 3:5-6:
he was needed, whether that was helping build and Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
fix houses in Alberta, helping look after grandkids, on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowl-
or giving moral support. edge Him, and he will direct your patbs.

He volunteered his time and talents in many o

H =
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Friday Service... Continues from page 15

them and get them back. And there was
one man, a thirty-eight-year-old hus-
band and father. He had been a diver in
the Thai navy, so he knew what he was
doing. He took some oxygen and sup-
plies and swam through those caves and
delivered them to those boys, but on his
way back, he ran out of oxygen. He
didn’t get back alive. And when 1 was
preparing for this message, 1 came
across a story about this, an opinion
piece about the rescue attempts of those
boys. That diver knew the mission to
help the boys was dangerous. But that
didn’t stop him. He was willing to risk
this life to save their lives. The writer of
this article went on to say not only do
these stories move us and inspire us, but
there is a greater reason to tell these sto-
ries. You see, we all need the reminder
that sacrificial love is woven into the
very fabric of our universe, because
these rescue missions are the story of
history itself. We as people, we have
rebelled and we have gone from God
and we don’t have the way back. We
need somebody to come and rescue us,
to save us and bring us back into rela-
tionship with God. And that’s exactly
what Jesus did. He gave his life so that
we could be saved. He left the comfort
and security of heaven; He came in
search of us. He would not be deterred
by anything that was put in His path.
Nothing distracted Him, nothing side-
lined Him, He went all the way to His
death, and He gave up his life for us. So
He told a story of the rescue mission,
He lived out the story of the rescue mis-
sion, and this is the story that He invites
us to become a part of. It’s an ongoing
story because until Christ returns and
history ends, there will always be lost
sheep. Whether they realize it or not,
they are lost without Christ. And that’s
the story that He invites us to become
active members, active participants in.
As we go towards the end of my mes-
sage tonight, I’d like to ask a quick ques-
tion: What group are we in? Remember
I mentioned at the beginning of the ser-
mon there were two groups; there were

the tax collectors and sinners who wete
gathering near to hear Jesus. And there
were the Pharisees and the teachers of
the law that grumbled and complained
because Jesus opened Himself up to
the other group of people. Are we with
those who are gathering to hear Christ,
or are we on the side that are gathering
to sneer at those people that we con-
sider lost? We always need to remember
that we’re saved by grace. In Christ sav-
ing us, we have been given a wonderful
gift. It’s not anything that we deserve; it’s
not anything that we have earned. We’re
not saved by our own merits. We’re not
saved because we are worthy of it, of
somebody going out and risking their
life for us. It’s all because of His love;
it’s all of His grace towards us. He’s the
one who came searching for us, He’s the
one who took us up in His arms, and
He’s the one who carried us home and
saved us. And we all know that in our
heads, and we think back to the moment
when we were saved, when we gave our
hearts to Christ.

But I think at least in my life and
some circles that I’ve been in over time,
we find if we’ve been Christians for a
while, we begin to think and act as if
we’re pretty good. We’re down the road
of sanctification a ways, and we have
our act together. And the others, out in
the world around us, they need to clean
up their act, they need to get themselves
straightened out, and that’s especially
true in the wotld that we live in today,
as we see the two wotlds become much
more polarized. And with the things
that are happening in the United States
and Canada and the rest of the wotld,
I think it’s easier for us to slip into the
mentality that it’s us against them, that
we need to stay with like-minded peo-
ple, and that we need to be safe in our
congregations — to put up walls and
to retreat, to seek safety among people
who talk like us and act like us and hold
the same core convictions that we do.
But I would encourage you and 1 would
encourage myself to check our hearts
and to check our attitudes. Let us draw

near to Jesus, and when we draw near to
Him, we will hear Him saying: I came
to seek and save the lost. I came to call
sinners to repentance. 1 didn’t come for
the healthy; I came for the sick, because
it’s the sick that need a doctor. So let’s
check our hearts and our attitudes and
guard ourselves against drawing back
into those safe havens. Because if we are
His, His mission is also our mission; His
story is also our story that we should
be living out. From the beginning, the
Christian faith has been missional. What
did Christ tell His disciples before He
returned to heaven? He told them to go
and make disciples of all nations. He
said to them, you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in Judea and Samaria and
to the ends of the earth. In the book
of Acts, it recounts how this new faith,
this Gospel message, went out and left
Jerusalem, and began to spread all the
way to Rome. And if we look at our his-
tory, we can see how this little mustard
seed, this little tiny thing, faith in Christ,
the Gospel of Christ went out and it
toppled kingdoms. Jesus said the gates
of hell would not prevail against us. So
let’s check our hearts and let’s check our
attitudes and make sure that we’re not
withdrawing back into our safe havens
but let us be willing to go out and be
engaged and involved with people who
don’t look like us and don’t think like
us and who live very different lifestyles,
because just as Jesus loves us, He loves
them as well. I heard somebody say one
time that the Gospel is really just one
beggar telling another beggar where to
find bread. We’ve received the bread of
life. Let’s make sutre we tell others about
the bread of life. And we’ve been res-
cued. Jesus has come, and He’s brought
us back home. Let’s be willing to do that
for other people. So my prayer for you
as a Convention, as you go back to vari-
ous churches across the United States
and Canada, is that you remember that
you have been rescued, Jesus has res-
cued us; He’s the Sheep Chaser, and He
invites us to be a part of that mission
as well.
a
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The story of thé shepherds, from Luke 2
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So he pulled out all the stdf)s,.-' e'd an [
angel to tell Mary the good news. He'd puta
special star in the sky to show where his boy

was. And now he was going to send a big f J \

choir of angels to sing his happy song to the
world: He's here! He's come! Go and see him.

My little Boy.

Now where would you send your splendid
choir? To a big concert hall maybe? Or a palace
perhaps? God sent his to a little hillside, out-
side a little town, in the middle of the night.
He sent all those angels to sing for a raggedy
old bunch of shepherds watching their sheep
outside Bethlehem.

In those days, remember, people used to
laugh at shepherds and say they were smelly

and call them other rude names (which I can't
possibly mention here). You see, people thought
hepherds were nobodies, just scruffy old riff-raft.
= ' t God must have thought shepherds were
ery tant indeed, because they're the ones
good news to first. -
shepherds were out in the
lemse \‘/es by a campfire,
red. They were
Xe| e trees rustled..l

— nt of them
[ in the dark-
ness! aid right shining

man sé t cc ou. I've come to
bring ews  everywhere.
Toda s town, 1's S

has b You can

slee a manger."

Behind the angel they's e glowing
cloud — except it wasn't a as angels ...
troops and troops of angels, ar with light! And
they singing a beautiful song: "Glory to God!
To God'be Fame and Honorjiand bur Hoorays!"

Then as quic they appearec eangels
left. { 7)/ : o S

The shepherds sta ped out their fire, left their
sheep, raced dowr assy hill, through the
gates of Bethlehem d

streets, thro [

step, steps inn, round a corner, through a
hedge, unt|I at they reached .. .atumbledown
stable.

They caught their breath. Then quietly, they tip-
toed inside. They knelt on the dirt floor. They had
heard about this Promised Child and now he was
here. Heaven's Son. The Maker of the Stars. A baby
sleeping in his mother's arms.

This baby would be like that bright star shining
in the sky that night. A Light to light up the whole
world. Chasing away darkness. Helping people to
see.

And the darker the night got, the brighter the
star would shine.

Taken from Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones. Text copyright
© 2007 by Sally Lloyd-Jones. Used by permission of Zondervan. www:

zondervan.com.
a
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Mark & Gretchen Potma

1989-2019

he Velvet Revolution of
1989 was followed by the
Velvet Divorce of 1993,

when the former Czechoslovakia
split into two separate countries,
the Czech Republic and Slovakia.
In 1999 the Czech Republic joined
NATO and later, in 2003, became
a member state of the European
Union. Then in 2008 the Czech
Republic abolished all border con-
trols with its neighboring countries,
joining half a billion EU citizens who enjoy free movement of
people, goods, services, and capital within the EU borders.

Today there is complete freedom of religion in the Czech
Republic. Czechs are free to believe — or not to believe. Not
only because of Communism, the Czech Republic is now the
#1 most irreligious nation in the world. Catholics presently
make up 10% of the population and Protestants are 1%. All
other world religions and cults combined make up less than
1%. More than 80% of Czechs are atheist or irreligious.

The news is not all bad, though. Czech evangelicals now
represent 0.5% of the population, up from 0.2% thirty years
ago. For example, the Czech denomination that TEAM has
been working with since 1991 has grown from 34 to 77 local
churches in 30 years.

Mark was the first TEAM missionary to enter the former
Czechoslovakia in 1991, and since then, 67 long-term and
mid-term missionaries and hundreds of short-term missionar-
ies have served with TEAM in the Czech Republic. TEAM
missionaries have helped to establish new churches and
strengthen existing church-planted churches at 20 locations.
What are we seeing God doing?

Recently Mark has had opportunities to connect with

church planters, pastors, and vision-
aries around the Czech Republic as
well as to preach, both in Prague
and elsewhere.

* Mark preached in Litomysl on
November 3. The church has ini-
tiated creative outreach to students
through music, English, and rela-
tionship building.

e Petr, a church-planting leader
in Brno, has asked Mark to mentor
him in developing a network of new
church plants. One of his pastoral
interns, Ales, was a new believer in 2012 when he went with
Mark to a biblical conference in Germany.

* The church in Plzen has asked Dan to be their new pastor.
Previously Dan was a pastoral intern under Mark’s supervision
at South City Church, where we ministered together for 20
years.

* At a recent gathering of Czech mission agencies, Mark
and Gretchen heard personally about exciting new develop-
ments in the new church plant in Ostrava and how beneficial
the M4 church-planter training was.

* At a church-planting conference in Brno, Mark met
with up with Vldda, a church-planting pastor in Vysoké Myto
whom he had coached for two years and was encouraged with
updates about the ministry there.

* Mark has a meeting scheduled with David, a visionary
leader from Cheb who wrote the following:

Dear Mr. Potma,
However strange it might sound, I am writing to you from
the future. My name is David, and right now I am writing
from a church that doesn’t exist yet: Cirkev bratrskd Cheb. In
a way I am the only member of that church right now. When
you look at the map of churches, west of Karlovy Vary, there is
nothing... We do not want to plan things for God but at the
same time do the maximum that we can. ..

See you soon! In Him, David

* Mark has met three times with a church-planting team
from Barrandov preparing to launch a new church in a district
in the southwest of Prague.

e The leaders of a small church in Zbraslav have asked
for help from our denomination’s “7Z” church-planting task
force. Mark and pastor Tomd$ Grulich will be meeting with
them on December 1%,

Praise the Lord for Czech leaders like David, Vlida, Dan,
Tomas, Petr, and Ales, who see visions of what God wants to
do in their cities and the Czech Republic for His glory!

Ben’s Missions Trip to Guatemala

22

Glorious Hope = Slavnd nadéje s Vol 45, N° 4, December 2019



Dan and Ester beginning ministry in Plzen

Ben will be going on a 10-day missions trip to Guatemala
with his 12*-grade class at the end of January. Ben’s Chris-
tian school in Ontario is partnering with a Christian school in
Guatemala, and Ben and his classmates will be sharing God’s
Word in the community through youth events and VBS and
helping with maintenance on the school property. Ben is ask-
ing for prayer in the following:

* For his walk with God and love for the people.

* That God would provide for his needs for the trip.

* That he would be an encouragement to his team.

We have recently discovered bike-sharing rentals in Prague!
It is an easy and cheap way to enjoy many of Prague’s beauti-

Gretchen is helping to get a parenting course off the
ground in Bohnice. One of the big hurdles is a place to
meet. PRAY that the leaders will find a suitable meeting
space, and that this course will meet a real and felt need in
the Bohnice community. Please PRAY also that those who
attend would respond to the Christian message presented
in the course and to the Christians who are leading this
outreach.

Mark has been invited to preach at several different
churches over the next seven weeks. Four are part of our
own network of churches, and another three are invitations

to preach elsewhere. Please PRAY for wisdom and boldness
through the proclamation of the gospel, and that God's Word
will continue to transform lives here in the Czech Republic.
Sun, Oct 27 Skalka Church

Sun, Nov 3 Litomysl Church

Sun, Nov 10 South City Church

Sun, Nov 17 Praha Bethel Korean Church

Sun, Nov 24 Cern}'r Most Church

Sun, Dec 1 Bohnice Church

Sun, Dec 8 Lidvi Church

ful parks and riverside bike paths.
Prayer Points:

1. PRAISE the Lord for freedom to worship and spread
the Gospel in the Czech Republic. PRAY for countries
where freedom of religion is limited and believers are
still persecuted.

2. PRAY for much spiritual fruit from the weekly services
and outreach activities of our churches and from per-
sonal contacts with our church members.

3. Please continue to PRAY for Ben, Noemi and Luke at
school and work in Windsor and for Elise with us here.

4. God is not finished with the Czech Republic yet. PRAY
that Czech believers and leaders will have a vision for
even greater things to come!

Grateful for 30 years of freedom,
Mark, Gretchen, Luke Noemi, Ben, Elise

PRrAYER UPDATE

...Come and See!

Philip said, "Come and see." John 1:46

South City Church celebrated its 15" anniversary at
a special combined service on October 13, with over 130
people worshipping God together. PRAISE the Lord with us
for His provision and blessing over the years! A work team
from Ontario was also in attendance, after having finished up
a week of renovations and repair in the former boiler building
which has been the permanent home of South City Church
for the past five years.
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In September we welcomed five new members into our fel-
lowship: three at the Mongolian church, one at Lidvi Church
and one at Skalka Church. PRAISE the Lord that these believ-
ers have found a spiritual home, and PRAY that they will
continue to grow in their faith. PRAY for others who are con-
sidering joining our fellowship, and for others who have not
yet committed to being part of a body of believers.

Mark & Gretchen Potma
a
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The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth. gohn 1:14)

AL &

To Slovo se stalo téelem a
prebyvalo mezi nami. Spatrili
jsme jeho slavu, slavu, jakou
ma od Otce jednorozeny Syn,
plny milosti a pravdy. yan1;12)
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To Slovo sa stalo telom a prebyvalo medzi nami 2 ' -

a my sme videli jeho slavu, slavu,

akt ma od Otca jednorodeny Syn, plny milosti a pravdy. uin1;14)



