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I can do all this through him
who gives me strength. eiiippians 4:13

Vsechno mohu v Kristu,
ktery mé posiluje.
Filipskym 4;13
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Editorial

Strength
of Fellowship

q s I lie lounging
on a lawn chair

on my deck, I absorb
the last reverberations
of this past conven-
tion. Melodies of
a family of birds nearby complete the
picture of serenity. Suddenly, a blanket
of clouds covers the sky, hiding the sun.
A drop of rain here and there will fall,
and then the sun will peek through the
clouds once more. The rain reminds
me of God’s blessing, and
the sun’s rays the warmth of
God’s love. We experienced
both at the 103 Czechoslo-
vak Baptist Convention of
USA and Canada in Mead-
ville, Pennsylvania, USA.
Both were expressed
through people’s relation-
ships with one another. I
cannot help but parallel the
notion that the bonding of

Sila obecenstvi
Liifm na lehdtku na
erandé¢ a vstfebdvdm
posledni dozvuky konvence.
Melodie ¢lent ptaci rodiny
dokresluji atmosféru naprosté
pohody. Slunce zaslo za
mraky, obloha se zatéhla.
Sem tam padne kapka desté
a opét slunce prohlédne skrze
mraky. Dést mi pfipomind
Bozi pozehndni a paprsky slunce hfe-
jivost Bozi lasky. Oboji jsme vnimali v
prabéhu 103. Ceskoslovenské konvence
baptistt USA a Kanady v Meadyville, ve
stdté¢ Pennsylvanie, v USA.

Oboji se projevilo ve vzdjemnych
vztazich. Nemohu se ubrdnit predstave,
kdy pfi spojeni jednotlivych ¢dstic ener-
gie ndsleduje exploze. V tomto piipadé
Castice energie jsou reprezentovany

individual energetic elements precedes
an explosion. In this case the ener-
getic elements represent Convention
members. During a gathering such as
the convention, an explosion occurs,
which in spiritual terminology is called
blessing. In other words, the presence
of God’s love, which is one of the fruits
of the Holy Spirit, was reflected in the
faces, expressions and overall demean-
our of the participants. Otherwise it is
difficult to explain the joy that over-
comes one internally and expresses itself
in a firm handshake or warm embrace.
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This is where the strength of fellowship
is found.

The pages of this issue of Glorious
Hope will bring close to its readers the
atmosphere tasted by the participants of
the 103" Czechoslovak Baptist Conven-
tion of USA and Canada. This con-
vention has gone down in history not
only as the first to be held in a different
location after twenty years, but also as
the first in 16 years to see a changing of
the Convention’s president.

Editor-in-Chief Natasha Laurinc
Translated by Elizabeth Jane Fields
a

The 1039 Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
of USA and Canada
Ford Memorial Chapel, Meadville, Pennsylvania

¢leny konvence. Pfi setkdnich, jako je
konvence, dochdzi k explozi, kterd je v
duchovni terminologii nazyvind pozech-
ndnim. Jinymi slovy pfitomnost Bozi
lasky, kterd je jednim z ovoci Ducha
Svatého, se odrazela ve tvafich, mimice
a celkovém projevu tcastnika. Jinak
nelze vysvétlit nadseni, které opanuje
nitro a projevi se v pevném stisku ruky
nebo objeti. A pravé v tom spocivd sila
obecenstvi.

Stranky tohoto ¢isla Slavné nadéje
¢tendium priblizi atmosféru, kterou
okouseli téastnici 103. Ceskosloven-
ské konvence baptistd USA a Kanady.
Tato konvence se zapsala do historie
nejen tim, Ze se po dvaceti letech sesla
na jiném mist¢, ale také tim, ze po
16 letech doslo k vyméné¢ prezidenta
konvence.

Natasa Laurincovd, $éfredaktorka

a
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Stan Mantle

415t President

of the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
of USA and Canada

They have three children: Sandy, Suzy and Andrew.
Sandy, a kindergarten teacher, and her husband Kagan,
a graphic artist, live in Toronto with their two children,
Islay, 6, and Ruby, 4. Suzy, also in Toronto, is a special-
education teacher, and engaged to Souphy, an audio-
visual technician. Andrew, an occupational therapist in
Kitchener, Ontario, is married to Bethany, a social worker.

Stan graduated from Acadia Divinity College in
Wolfville, Nova Scotia, in 1987 with a Master of Divinity
degree. Since his graduation, he has been pastor of Grace
Baptist Church in Windsor, Ontario. Stan and Heather
recently celebrated the 25" anniversary of their ministry
at Grace. Heather is presently the director of Matthew
House, a short-term residence for refugee claimants in
the city of Windsor.

Stan’s interests include being a grandpa (“Wolfie") to
Islay and Ruby; photography (goes naturally with having

ev. Stan Mantle needs no special introduction to grandchildren); and reading books; his favourite author is

anyone attending our annual convention in the C.S. Lewis. Stan also enjoys collecting books, but for the

last few decades. Many recent conventions were sake of space, this hobby will soon need to be reversed.
opened with the Word of God through Brother Stan. As well, Stan is the proud owner of a 1997 Yamaha 750

Introduced to the convention mere days after becoming Virago motorcycle. He enjoys an annual trip with about
pastor of Grace Baptlst Churchin 1987, Stan and his wife 50 riders to Camp Mishewah near Ottawa. O

Heather have been faithfully —
attending our convention ever g
since.

Stan was born on July 6,
1952, the first of four children
for Bill and Mabel Mantle. He
was raised in North York, a
suburb of Metropolitan Toronto.
Stan met Heather at a New
Year’s Eve party in 1971. Three
and a half years later, on May
25, 1974, Stan and Heather were
married at Blythwood Road
Baptist Church. They have now
been happily married for close
to 40 years. With his own Welsh
and Irish and Heather’s Scot-
tish and English background,
they have the British Isles neatly
covered.

Suzy, Stan, Heather, Andrew, Bethany, Sandy, Islay, Kagan
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Stan Mantle

41, prezident
Ceskoslovenskeé konvence baptistii
USA a Kanady

kazatel Stan Mantle predstavovan.

Nejedna konvence byla zahdjena Bozim Slo-
vem v podani bratra Stana. Zahy po nastupu do sluzby
v Grace Baptist Church v roce 1987 byl konvenci pred-
staven a od té doby Stan s manzelkou Heather konvenci
vérné navstévuiji.

Stan se narodil 6. Cervence 1952. Je nejstarsi ze Ctyf
déti Billa a Mabel Mantlovych. Vyrustal na predmésti
torontské metropole v North Yorku. S Heather se Stan
poznal na silvestrovském vecirku v roce 1971. Po tiech
a pul letech byli Stan a Heather oddani 25. kvétna 1974
v Blythwood Road Baptist Church. Jsou spolu stastné

V4
l ' castnikim konvence posledni dekady nemusi byt

“Born to be Wild"

oddani témér 40 let. Stan se svym vel3skym a irskym
pozadim a Heather skotskym a anglickym dokonale
vykryvaiji Britské ostrovy.

Maji tfi déti: Sandru, Suzanne and Andrewa. Sandra,
ucitelka matefské skoly, a jeji manzel Kagan, grafik, Ziji
v Toronté se svymi dvémi détmi Islay, 6, and Ruby, 4.
Suzanne je ucitelkou specialni vychovy, také zZije v Toronté
a je zasnoubena se Souphiem, ktery je audiovizualnim
technikem. Andrew, povolanim terapeut v Kitcheneru, v
Ontariu, se ozenil s Bethany, socialni pracovnici.

Tobermory, 2012

Stan absolvoval Acadia Divinity College ve Wolfville,
Nova Scotia, v roce 1987 s titulem magistra teologie.
Hned po promoci se stal kazatelem Grace Baptist Church
ve Windsoru, v Ontariu. Stan a Heather nedavno oslavili
25 let sluzby v tomto sboru. V soucasné dobé je Heather
feditelkou Matthew House, kratkodobém pfibytku pro
uprchliky zadajici status ve mésté Windsor.

Mezi mnohé Stanovi zajmy rozhodné patii Gloha
dédy (“Wolfie”) Islay a Ruby, fotografovani (coz pfirozené
patii k vnoucatlim) a c¢etba (jeho oblibeny spisovatel je
C.S. Lewis). Stan také rad sbira knihy, avsak vzhledem
k omezenym prostortim tento koni¢ek bude muset byt
brzy omezen. Stan je rovnéz hrdym majitelem motocyklu
Yamaha 750 Virago 1997. Také ho bavi kazdoro¢ni vylety
s dalSimi asi 50 jezdci do tébora Mishewah blizko Ottawy.
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From the President

sl

t is the first of September and

school is about to begin. The glori-

ous days of summer have swiftly

sped by, and students and teachers
are heading back to the classroom. The
tempo changes for the rest of us too, as
routine and responsibility beckon us to
productivity and a quickened pace. There
is much good in this, fresh opportunities
for witness and ministry, the stimulation
of learning. Still, something resists getting
back into harness.

Before we do, there is nothing wrong
with taking a fond look back at the
summer. What did you do this summer?
Where did you go? Who did you see?
Heather and I had a wonderful week at a
cottage near Tobermory, Ontario. What
a sweet privilege it was to be together
with some of our family. There was
lots of laughing and talking, walking
and biking. Did I mention eating? Oh
what splendid meals we enjoyed. Snugly
nestled among rugged rock and trees of
the Canadian Shield, the cottage looked
over a small lake. Every view of the lake
was magically different. Sometimes it
sparkled and glistened with millions of
points of light as the sun’s rays reflected
off a surface rustled by the wind. Some-
times it lay in majestic stillness, a shim-
mering mirror reflecting a cloudless sky.
Each look at this scene was a tonic to
my spirit, a loving gift for the restoring
of my soul from the One who made it
all. Before we left we all agreed this was
somewhere we would like to come again
next year.

Earlier in the summer we were with
some of you in Meadville, Pennsylvania,
at the 103" Annual Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention. The campus of Allegheny
College was a new locale for us after 23
years at Alderson-Broaddus College in
Philippi, West Virginia. Making a move
after all this time is difficult, but it is also
a sign of life and an invitation to adven-
ture. There was the drive to a new place.
We found some beautiful rural scenery
along the way. There was discovering and
exploring the lovely campus of Allegh-
eny College. The accommodation was
cool and comfortable. The grounds were
stately. The food was excellent. Most of
all though, the people and the fellowship
were as rich as ever, for the life of the
Convention is not bound to any given
place, but is in the Spirit of God in the
lives and hearts of the people.

As I begin this new role as president, I
do so with a profound sense of gratitude

away for a while: a place to breathe deeply
and be refreshed in Christian community,
a place of good eating (spiritual and physi-
cal), a place of renewal and recommitment
to Who and what matters most. When
I think of why the Lord has blessed the
Convention now for 103 years, I cannot
help but think that this is a big part of it.

So, albeit reluctantly, we leave the
summer past to venture into the fall
ahead. Make sure to mark on your map
checkpoints to replenish your energy,
stopping places to restore your soul. High
among them I hope will be the annual
gatherings of the clan of the Czechoslovak
Baptist Convention. (Mid-year November
3 in Cleveland, 104" Annual Convention
July 11-14 at Allegheny College, Mead-
ville PA).

I thank God for the rich heritage of
our Convention, for the men and women
who have served humbly and faithfully

and been used by God to bring us as far

and blessing. Over the years my life and
that of my family have been impacted for
good by the extraordinary people we met
at the Convention. There is an excep-
tional welcoming and openness, a spirit
of brotherly love, a glorious waterfall of
music, which is the overflow of the love
of the Lord. And there is an enduring call
and commitment to the Great Commis-
sion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Like the cottage near Tobermory that
our family enjoyed this summer, believers
and churches need a time and place to get

as we have come. I thank God for the
strong team of servants and leaders and
the warm community of faith we have
today. I look forward to serving together
with you all and seeing where the Lord
would lead us yet in fulfilling His great
purpose.

“For as the soil makes the sprout come
up and a garden causes seed to grow, so the
Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and
praise spring up before all nations.” Isaiah
61:11 & s lig ey av.

_F___.-f_"__l (fq_-:..ﬂ-\. -.\
- Stan Mantl

Glorious Hope ® Slavnd nadéje = Vol 38, N° 4, 2012



Stranka prezidenta

e prvniho z4i{ a Skola za¢ind. N4d-

herné letni dny utekly rychle, Zdci

a ucitelé se vraceji do tfid. Zména
plati i pro nds, vracime se do svych
koleji, povinnosti nds rychle Zenou do
prdce. Z toho prameni mnoho dob-
rého, nové prilezitosti svédcit a slouzit,
podnéty ke vzdéldvani. Presto néco brani
vrhnout se do obvyklého zéptahu.

Pfed tim se vsak nezaskod{ poo-
hlédnout za létem. Jak jste strdvili léto?
Cestovali jste? Co ste videli? My jsme s
Heather prozili nddherny tyden na chaté
nedaleko Tobermory, v Ontariu. V milé
spole¢nosti s nékterymi z nadi rodiny to
byla pocta. Casto jsme se sméli, hovo-
fili jsme, prochdzeli se a jezdili na kole.
Zminil jsem se o jidle? To bylo vytecné.
Chata, pohodlné uhnizdéna mezi stromy
a drsnymi skalami kanadskych stitt,
pohlizela na malé jezero. Kazdy pohled
na jezero byl rozli¢né kouzelny. Chvilemi
hladina ¢efend vétrem odrézejici slune¢ni
paprsky se tipytila a jiskfila se miliony
svétylek. Jindy zase se rozprostirala v
majestdtné tichosti, zrcadlic oblohu bez
mréicku. Kazdy pohled na tuto scené-
rii mné posiloval na duchu, ldskyplny
to dar Stvofitele obnovujici dusi. Pred
odjezdem jsme se shodli na tom, Ze sem
bychom se rddi pfisti rok vrétili.

Pocdtkem léta jsme se s vimi nékte-
rymi setkali na 103. Ceskoslovenské
baptistické konvenci v Meadville, v

Virginii, aredl Allegheny College byl pro
nds novou lokalitou. Pfemisténi po tolika
letech neni jednoduché, svédei vsak o
aktivité a novych zézitcich. To se také
tyka cesty na nové misto. Projizdéli jsme
krdsnymi misty. Déle obezndmeni se s
ptavabnym aredlem Alleghony College.
Ubytovéni bylo chlazené a pohodlné.
Celé tzemi bylo nddherné. Jidlo bylo
vyborné. Nejvzdcnéjsi viak bylo setkdni
s lidmi a bohaté obecenstvi, zvlasté v
ptipad¢ konvence, kterd neni vdzdna na
konkrétni misto, ale kde vazba spocivd v
Duchu Svatém puisobicim skrze Zivoty a
srdce lidi.

Prevzeti své nové funkce jako pre-
zident ¢inim s hlubokym védomim vdé¢-
nosti a milosti. V prabéhu let byl maj
zivot a také Zivot mé rodiny ovliviiovin

spole¢nosti kiestand, s dobrym pokr-
mem (duchovnim a télesnym), misto
obnoveni a znovuzasvéceni se Tomu, na
kterém zdlezi nejvice. Kdyz pfemyslim
nad tim, pro¢ P4n Zehnal konvenci nyni
jiz po 103 léta, nemohu se ubrdnit mys-
lence, Ze z velké ¢sti to je pravé proto.
Takze, ackoli neochotné prechdzime
od letnich zdzitka k podzimu, urcité si
na své mapé oznacte mista k dobijeni
energie, zastvky k osvézeni vasi duse.
Doufdm, ze tim nejduleZit¢jsim budou
setkén{ Ceskoslovenské baptistické
konvence. (Pololetni setkdni 3. listopadu
2012 v Clevelandé¢ a 104. konvence od
11. do 14. ¢ervence 2013 v Meadville).
Jsem Bohu vdé¢ny za bohaté dédictvi
nasi konvence, za bratry a sestry, které
slouzili pokorné a vérné a které Bith

ey

neoby¢ejnymi lidmi, se kterymi jsme se
setkali. Jednd se o mimorfddnou prive-
tivost a otevienost, kdy duch bratrské
ldsky, mohutny vodopdd tonua, pretékd
ldskou Pdna. Jedna se také o trvalé roz-

hodnuti a odevzddni se slavnému poslani
naseho Péna Jezise Krista.

Tak jako nedaleko Tobermory, kde
jsme si s rodinou uzivali léta, véfici a
sbory potiebuji uréity ¢as a misto, kam

Pl e T ¥
T

pouzil, aby nds dovedl az sem. Chvila
Bohu za mocny tym slouzicich, vedou-
cich a za vfelé spolecenstvi véficich, které
dnes mdme. Té$im se na nasi spole¢nou
sluzbu a na to, kam az nas Pdn dovede v
plnéni Jeho velkého zdméru.

“Tak jako zemé plodi své rostliny a
zahrada dd vzklilit svému semeni, tak dd
Panovnik Hospodin vzklicit spravedinosti a
chvidle pred viemi ndrody.” 1zaids§ 61;11

. se mohou uchylit; misto, kde se mohou Stan Mantle
Pennsylvanii. Po 23 let.e.ch — Alderson | Jp1boka nadychat a obéerstvit ve ptelozila Natasa Laurincovd
Broadus College ve Philippi, v Zdpadni D
Glorious Hope = Slavnd nadéje = Vol 38, N° 4, 2012 7



From the Executive Secretary

t is not often that the members of our conven-

tion witness a change in the presidency. As a

matter of fact, in the last forty years only five
presidents have been elected. We were witnesses
to that uncommon occasion this year, at our 103
Annual Convention.

After 16 years as president, Rev. Dr. Robert Dvorak
passed the leadership baton to the younger generation.
However, there was much more to it than that. Not only
was Bob the longest-serving president of the conven-

tion, he has concluded the multi-generational leadership
dynasty that the Hlad and Dvorak families provided to the
convention. More than a century ago, Vaclav Hlad, grand-
father of Bob, was instrumental in the start-up of our
convention. He was one of the founding fathers. As you
can see from the oldest convention photo on next page,
Vaclav Hlad was part of the convention from its earliest
beginnings. Records show that Mr. Hlad was president of
the convention from 1913 to 1915, as well as treasurer for
a few years afterwards.

Rev. Dr. Robert Dvorak became president in July 1996,
at the 87™ convention, in Philippi, West Virginia. For the
last sixteen years, Bob has been an amazing and inspir-

ing leader. Bob taught us the Word of God, and God has
used him to open our eyes and hearts on many occasions.
With genuine anticipation, we have looked forward to
hearing the words that our Lord has put on his heart, year
after year. And it was not Word alone: rarely can one meet
anyone who plays the piano with such virtuosity. The “0/d-
Jashioned hymn sing” with Bob Dvorak quickly became and
we hope will remain a Friday night feature of the conven-
tion. Bob showed us that some hymns are written perhaps
a bit incorrectly: hymns like “Zhere Is a Power in the Blood”
should be sung with

16 “powers,” and when
we hear a standard ver-
sion, it just does not
sound right anymore.

I’'m not sure that
there is a member of
the convention with
a cleaner attendance
record. You name the
convention meeting
or the function; Bob
has attended it, from
the Sunday morning
service to the ladies’
advisory planning ses-
sion. If anyone needed
him, he was there to
lead, teach, guide,
support, even to get
blindfolded and used
as an object lesson for
the children’s time.

A famous quote
perhaps best expresses
the feeling we have:
“Some people come into
our lives and quickly go. Some stay for a while and leave foot-
prints on our hearts, and we are never, ever the same.”

Thank you, Bob and Dottie, for being a part of our
lives. Thank you for everything you have done for the
convention. The inspiration, joy and energy that you
always bring is truly contagious. We promise to carry on
the vision that your grandfather had and that you passed
on to us.

Taken from the speech at the Retirement Celebration Banquet in
honor of Robert Dvorak, Meadville, Pennsylvania, July 7, 2012.

Dante Scnacke
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Strdnka vykonného tajemnika

ebyva Casto, aby

¢lenové nasi kon-

vence byli svédky
vymény prezident(. V
poslednich Ctyficeti letech
bylo zvoleno pouze pét
prezident(. A pravé této
zvlastni prilezitosti jsme byli
svédky letos na nasi 103.
vyro¢ni konvenci.

Po Sestndcti letech preziden-
stvi pfedal kazatel Dr. Robert
Dvorak stafetu ve vedeni kon-
vence mladsi generaci. To v$ak

Kazatel Dr. Robert Dvorak se stal
prezidentem v ¢ervenci 1996 na 87.
konvenci ve Philippi, v Zdpadni Virgi-
nii. Po Sestndct rokd byl Bob tzasnou
a inspirujici viid¢i osobnosti. Util nds
Bozi Slovo a Biih skrze ného otevrel
nase o¢i i srdce pti mnoha piilezitos-
tech. V upfimném ocekdvdni jsme se
t&$ili na Slovo, které mu nd$ Pan pokld-
dal na srdce rok za rokem. A nebylo
to jenom Slovo: mélokdy se setkdte s
né¢kym, kdo hraje na piano s takovou
virtuozitou. Zpév ‘Starjch duchovnich
pisni”s Bobem Dvorakem se velmi

nenf vSechno. Nejenze byl Bob

nejdéle slouzicim prezidentem

konvence, ale také zakoncil nékolikagenera¢ni viad¢i dynastii
rodiny Hladti a Dvoraku slouzici konvenci. Vice nez pted sto
lety Viclav Hlad, Bobuav dédecek, byl ndpomocny pii vzniku
nasi konvence. Byl jednim ze zaklddajicich otcti. Nejstarsi
konvenéni fotografie na této strané svéddi o tom, ze Viclav
Hlad byl soucdsti konvence hned od prvopocatku. Zdznamy
potvrzuji, ze pan Hlad byl prezidentem konvence v letech
1913-1915, a potom také n¢kolik let pokladnikem.

rychle stal hlavnim bodem programu
pate¢niho vedera a doufdme, ze to tak
zlistane. Bob ndm ukdzal, 7e nékteré
pisné pravdépodobné nejsou sprévné napsané. Napiiklad

v pisni “Lezi moc, moc, divotvornd moc v tej krvi” by mélo
byt slovo “moc” opakovdno 16 krit. Kdyz potom sly$ime
puvodni verzi, tak ndm zni néjak divné.

Nejsem si jist, ze by nékdo z ¢lent konvence mél tak vzor-
nou dochdzku. At zminite kteroukoliv schtizku nebo funkci, od
ranntho nedélniho shromdzdéni az po sestersky poradni a pli-
novaci vybor, Bob byl vzdy pfitomen. Kdykoliv bylo potieba,
byl tam, aby vedl, u¢il, poradil,
podpofil, dokonce si nechal zavdzat
o¢i, aby poslouzil jako pomiicka
pfi nedélni chvilce pro déti.

Jak se citime, pravdépodobné
nejlépe vyjadii prosluly vyrok:
“Nékteri lidé vstoupi do naseho
Zivota a rychle odejdou. Nékteri
chvili zistanou a zanechaji stopu v
nasem srdci a navédy nds to zméni.”

Bobe, Dottie, dékujeme vdm,
ze jste se stali souddsti nasich
zivotd. Dékujeme za vSechno,
co jste pro nasi konvenci udélali.
Inspiraci, radost a energicnost,
kterou jste vzdy mezi nds pfind-
seli, je opravdu nakazliva. Slibu-
jeme, ze budeme pokracovat ve
vizi, kterou mél vas dédecek a
kterou jste predali i ndm.

Uryvek z projevu pti slavnostnim
banketu na pocest Roberta Dvoraka v
Meadville, v Pennsylvanii, 7. ¢ervence 2012.

Darko Scracke

“Founding Fathers"” — Rev. Vaclav Hlad is seen on far left in the top row a
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103" Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
of USA and Canada

Meadpville, Pennsylvania, USA,
July 5 - 8, 2012

tion began with the drive to the area around Allegheny

College in Meadville on Wednesday, July 4, 2012. A
friendly greeting during registration, emphasized with a smile
and a warm hug, started off a four- day gathering of friends
and members of the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of USA
and Canada.

The cafeteria became the first place the members of the
convention gathered together. During every meal more
arrived, and happy, often emotional greetings were heard at
every turn. It’s no wonder that the food would often get cold.

l :or the members of the General Board, the conven-

Youth, and Awards and Recognition Committees.

The official commencing of the convention was at seven
o'clock that evening. Unfortunately, the Ford Memorial Cha-
pel, which was the church in which the evening’s service was
to be held, didn’t have air-conditioning. Due to the unrelent-
ing heat, the service was in the end held in the university audi-
torium. After greeting the convention’s guests — president of
the Czech Baptist Union, Milan Kern and his wife JUDr. Iva
Kern — Vice-President Joseph Novak preached a sermon. The
theme of the evening was Speaking to God with Urgency.

For the convention’s past 20 years, former secretary George
Sommer’s phrase #he ice cream is melting became

The secretary, Darko Siracki, led the General Board in a
meeting at nine o’clock on Thursday, after an introduction
from the president of the Convention, Robert Dvorak. Dur-
ing the meeting, reports were heard from the various com-
mittees such as the Financial and Investment Committees,
Tract Mission, as well as a report from the editor-in-chief of
Glorious Hope, and of course reports from the secretary and
the president of the Convention. After this, various remind-
ers and new suggestions were heard. This year’s meeting was
concerned with the voting in of new members of the General
Board and preparations for the election of a new Conven-
tion president. Considerable attention was also given to more
detailed information regarding the Convention’s investments.

The afternoon was spent in the meeting of individual
committees: the Nominating, Budget, Auditing, Missionary,

the traditional way of inviting everyone to move to
the designated space where the ice cream would be
served. This time, however, the phrase came from
Darko Siracki’s lips. This event gave this convention’s
attendees the opportunity to get to know Milan and
Iva Kern a little better.

On Friday morning, a ladies’ meeting was held
under the leadership of its president, Debbie Mulder.
Traditionally, these services were focused on missions
and always had an excellent program and were vis-
ibly blessed. This year, Iva Kern addressed the ladies.
Missionary Ruby Mikulencak spoke of her feelings
accompanying her saying farewell to the place that
had been her mission field for the past few decades.
Antony Vahala shared his thoughts on being called,
along with his family, to missionary work in the
Czech Republic, for which they are now preparing. The men
had the opportunity to fellowship together with Milan Kern.

Just before lunch, news from the various committees as
well as missions were shared. During the afternoon, both the
Ladies’ Advisory Group and Publishing Committee had meet-
ings. The youth had a chance to participate in a number of
athletic activities, while many activities were organized for the
children.

The choir, which rehearsed before dinner, has a special
place not only in the convention itself but also in the hearts of
its members. It is a pleasure to watch the choir rehearse, the
way they work to master difficult passages in the music and
give their very best performance. It’s no wonder, then, that
God blesses the work of this choir so much. The sermon was
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given by Pastor Donald Schoff on the theme of Walking One
Day at a Time, following which the choir sang a few numbers.
The evening concluded traditionally, with singing favourite
songs and hymns with Robert Dvorak at the piano. The song
‘Amazing Grace” sounded like a prayer offered before everyone
dispersed to their rooms.

Following Saturday morning’s service, a bible study was
held, offered in two languages. Pastor Milan Kern hosted the
Slovak bible study, while Dr. Nico Mulder led the English
one. The theme studied was A Deep Relationship with God.

The Convention Business session, in which all the reports
of the committees were heard, convened afterwards, followed
by elections for additional General Board members as well as
a new Convention president, who is now Stan Mantle. A Sat-
urday afternoon free of a scheduled program allowed plenty of
space for one to choose one’s own leisurely activities (sports,
walking, conversation, or simply rest and relaxation).

The latter part of the afternoon saw the convention’s
participants enjoy a celebratory banquet. The focal point of
this celebration was the meeting of two convention presi-
dents, one ending his term, the other beginning. After sixteen
years of service, the Convention and its congregation were
saying good-bye to Dr. Robert Dvorak. Like every other
parting, this too was emotional. In acknowledgement of this
position, Robert and Dorothy Dvorak were given gifts that

would always remind them of the warmth of the convention.
Darko Siracki then presented the new president, Stan Mantle,
and his wife, Heather. The sincerity with which Stan Mantle
addressed all those present won the hearts of his listeners.
Saturday night belonged to the youth and children, and
even the youngest among them participated in the subse-
quent talent show. Under the leadership of Kristina Vlasic
(Maria and George Sommer’s niece, the popular Miss Pick-
les), the children presented an enchanting little skit. After
that, a piano duet for four hands was performed by siblings
Joseph and Lydia Racinsky, as well as a violin solo by Lydia.
A singing number by the Cani family preceded a little solo

piano piece performed by their eldest daughter. The Vahala
family enriched the program with songs, and the youth group
brought the evening to a close with a musical number. Stan
Mantle preached a sermon on the theme Confident abour

Tomorrow.

The last day of the convention, Sunday, began with a time
of prayer followed by a Memorial Service for those who have
gone before us to their heavenly home. A bible study, 7he

--1“"“ |'|I Ly ]
practical Implications of a Deep Spiritual Relationship with God,
in English (Dr. Nico Mulder) and in Slovak (Milan Kern) tied
in with the theme of the day before.

The convention’s participants gathered in the cozy Ford
Memorial Chapel for a celebratory Sunday service. With a
pipe organ, piano and choir, the atmosphere created a sem-
blance of the atmosphere one might encounter at heaven’s
gate. Rev. Dr. Robert Dvorak preached on the theme Acting
with Superbuman Strength. The main thought, taken from
Philippians 4:13, I can do all things through Christ which
gives me strength, touched each person in a personal way.
Milan Kern also spoke to the congregation. It was during
this time that the opportunity was taken for an exchange of
gifts between the Czech Baptist Union and the Czechoslovak
Baptist Convention of USA and Canada.

The pinnacle not only of the Sunday service but of the
entire convention was the Lord’s Supper, with the two presi-
dents serving side by side. Stan Mantle’s closing prayer, end-
ing with a blessing with the last sentence spoken in Slovak,
put a seal on the 103 Convention. With this moment, the
whole weight of the Convention was transferred onto the
shoulders of the new president of the Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention of USA and Canada, Stan Mantle.

A pleasant resonance of the convention was photographs of
the participants. (The group photo may be found on the last
page of this issue). And then we were saying good-bye, a fare-
well which prevented people from lingering over Sunday’s lunch
because everyone wanted to say good-bye to everyone else. It is
these things that make the convention blessed and unique.

Natasha Laurine
Translated by Elizabeth Jane Fields
]

| —
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103. Ceskoslovenska konvence baptistii
USA and Kanady

Meadbville, Pennsylvanie, USA,

5.-8. cervence 2012

ro ¢leny hlavniho vyboru zacala konvence pfijezdem

do aredlu Allegehnské univerzity v Meadville jiz ve

stfedu veler 4. ¢ervence 2012. Prételské privitdni pfi
regitraci, podtrzené ismévem a vielym objetim, odstartovalo
¢tytdennt setkani ¢lent a pidtel Ceskoslovenské konvence
baptistti USA a Kanady.

Jidelna se stala mistem prvnich setkdni s Géastniky kon-
vence. Pfi kazdém jidle jich bylo vice a ze vSech stran se ozy-
valo radostné vitdni, mnohdy s emociondlnim zabarvenim.
Neni divu, Ze jidlo ¢asto docela vychladlo.

Zaseddni hlavniho vyboru, které vedl tajemnik Darko
Siracki, bylo zahdjeno ve ¢tvrtek v devét hodin rédno prezi-
dentem konvence Robertem Dvorakem. Béhem zaseddni
byly vyslechnuty zpravy za jednotlivé slozky, jako je finan¢ni,
investi¢ni, traktdtovd misie, zprdva $éfredaktorky Slavné

o

nadéje a samoziejmé tajemnika a prezidenta konvence. Poté
se projedndvali rizné pfipominky a nové ndvrhy. Letosni
schtize se zabyvala volbami novych ¢lent do hlavniho vyboru
a ptipravou k volbé nového prezidenta konvence. Zna¢nd
¢ast byla také vénovdna podrobnéjsim informacim ohledné
konvenénich investic.

Odpoledne pak probéhla setkdni jednotlivych komisi:

nominacni, rozpoctové, revizni, misijni, komise mlideze a

komise ocenéni a uzndni.

Oficidlni zahdjeni konvence probéhlo vecer v sedm hodin.
Kostel, ve kterém méla probihat vecerni shromdzdéni, je pre-
krdsnou stavbou, typickou pro americké baptistické kostely,
neni vSak vybaven klimatizaci. Vzhledem k netiprosnému
vedru se tedy shromdzdéni seslo v auditoriu university. Po
privitdni vzdcnych hosti konvence — predsedy Bratrské jed-
noty baptistit Ceské republiky Milana Kerna a jeho manzelky
JUDr. Ivy Kernové — se kdzdni ujal viceprezident konvence
Josef Novdk. Tématem vecera byla Diiraznd modlitba.

V poslednich 20 letech konvence se véta byvalého tajem-
nika Jittho Sommera zmrzlina se top stala tradi¢nim zpiso-
bem vyzvy k pfesunu tcastnikii do prostor, kde se poddvala
zmrzlina. Tentokrdt vSak tato véta zaznéla z st Darka
Sirackého. Timto se Gcastnici konvence méli pfilezitost blize
sezndmit s hosty Milanem a Ivou Kernovymi.

Péte¢ni rdno zastihlo sestry pfi jejich shromdz-
déni pod vedenim predsedkyné Debbie Mulde-
rové. Jiz tradi¢né jsou tato shromdzdéni zaméfena
na misii. Vzdy s hodnotnym programem a
viditelnym pozehndnim. Letos sestry oslovila Iva
Kernova. Misiondika Ruby Mikulenc¢dkovd se se
setrami sdilela o pocitech, které ji provizely pfi
louceni s mistem, kde misijné pasobila nékolik
desetileti. Své povolani k misijni praci v Ceské
republice prezentoval Antonin Vihala, ktery se
k této praci se svou rodinou pfipravuje. Bratfi
méli piileZitost se sejit ke spolecenstvi s Milanem
Kernem.

Jesté pred obédem byly poddny zprévy z kon-
ven¢nich vybori a za misii. Odpoledne probéhla
schiizka sesterského odboru a redakéniho vyboru.
Mlédez méla moznost se zapojit do riznych spor-
tovnich akci. Pro déti byla zorganizovéna détskd
slavnost s rozmanitymi aktivitami.

Pied veceti se sesel pévécky sbor ke svému ndcviku.
Pévecky sbor je télesem, které md své zvldStni misto nejen pii
konvenénim programu, ale také v srdcich ¢lena konvence. Je
potésenim sledovat ¢leny péveckého sboru pfi ndcviku pisni,
jejich nadSeni a maximalni nasazeni zvlddnout obtizné pasize
pisni a vydat co nejlepsi vykon. Neni divu, Ze Pdn Biih sluzbé
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péveckého sboru zehnd. Pdte¢ni vecer zpévici poslouzili tfemi
pisnémi.

Vykladem Boziho slova poslouzil kazatel Donald Shoff
na téma Putovdni den za dnem. Po kézini nésledovaly rtizné
pévecké piispévky tlastnikl. Zdvérem vecera byl opét jiz
tradi¢ni zpév oblibenych pisni s Robertem Dvordkem za
pidnem. Pisen 7vd vzdcnd milost vyznéla jako modlitba pred
rozchodem do pokoju.

Po ranni sobotni modlitebni chvili prob¢hla biblickd
hodina ve dvou jazycich. Slovensky poslouzil kazatel Milan
Kern. V angli¢tiné slouzil Dr. Nico Mulder. Tématem byl
Hluboky duchovni vztah s Bohem.

Niésledovalo konvenéni zaseddni, kde byly poddny zpravy
za jednotlivé vybory. Poté probéhly dopliovaci volby do hlav-
niho vyboru a volba nového prezidenta konvence, kterym se
stal Stan Mantle. Volné sobotni odpoledne poskytlo dosta-
tek prostoru k osobni volbé
programu (sportovni vyziti,
prochdzka, rozhovory nebo
odpoledni odpocinek).

Pozdni odpoledne zastihlo
tcastniky konvence na
slavnostnim banketu. Cen-
trem programu bylo setkdni
dvou prezidentt konvence,
pfedchoziho a nastdvajiciho.
Po Sestndcti letech sluzby
ve vedeni konvence se shro-
mézdéni loucilo s Dr. Rober-
tem Dvorikem. Jako kazdé
louceni, i toto bylo dojemné.
Ocenéni této funkce se pro-
mitlo v preddn{ daru, které
budou Dorothy a Robertovi
Dvotdkovym vzdy pfipominat
vielé obecentvi konvence.
Darko Siracki potom predsta-
vil nového prezidenta Stana
Mantla a jeho manzelku
Heather. Upfimné osloveni pfitomnych Stanem Mantlem si
ziskalo srdce vSech posluchaca.

Sobotni veéer patfil mlddezi a détem. Ptitomni se stali
tcastniky prezentace talenti z fad mladé i nejmladsi gene-
race. Kristyna Vlasicovd (netef Marije a Jiftho Sommerovych,
populdrni Miss Pickle) nacvicila s détmi kouzelnou scénku.
Poté zaznéla ¢tyfruéni klavirni skladba v poddni sourozencii
Josefa a Lydie Racinskych a houslové s6lo Lydie Racinské.
Pistiovy piispévek rodiny Caniovych ptedchazela sélova
skladbicka na pidno zahrdna starsi dcerkou. Rodina Vdhalo-
vych obohatila program pisnémi a mlddez zpévem hudebni
program uzavfela. Slovem Bozim poslouzil kazatel Stan
Mantle na téma Jistora zitiejsiho dne.

Posledni den konvence, nedéle, byl zahdjen modlitebni
chvili a vzpominkou na ty, ktefi nds jiz pfedesli do nebeského

domova. Biblickd hodina v angli¢tiné (Dr. Nico Mulder) a ve
slovenstiné (Milan Kern) navdzala na pfedchozi den tématem
Prakticky dopad hlubokého vztahu s Bohem.

K slavnostnimu nedélnimu shromdzdéni se Gcéastnici
konvence sesli v titulné modlitebné baptistického kostela.

S klasickymi varhanami, s pidnem a péveckym sborem byla
vytvofena atmosféra piiblizujici pfedstavu bohosluzby pred
nebeskou brdnou. Dr. Robert Dvordk kdzal na téma Jednat
s nadlidskou moci. Hlavni myslenka Vechno mohu v Kristu,
ktery mne posiluje (Filip. 4; 13) oslovila kazdého velmi osob-
nim zpasobem.

Shromézdéni také oslovil Milan Kern. Pfi této pfilezitosti
také doslo ke vzdjemné vyméné darkt mezi Bratrskou jed-
notou baptistt Ceské republiky a Ceskoslovenskou konvencf
baptisth USA a Kanady.

Vyvrcholenim nejen nedélniho shromdzdéni, ale i celé

konvence byla vecefe Piné, kterou vysluhoval bok po boku
odchdzejici a nastdvajici prezident. Zavére¢nd modlitba kaza-
tele Stana Mantla, ukondend pozehndnim s posledni vétou ve
slovensting, zpecetila poselstvi 103. konvence. Timto okamzi-
kem také presla celd tiha konvence na ramena bratra kazatele
Stana Mantla, nového prezidenta Ceskoslovenské konvence
baptistt v USA a Kanadé.

Ptfjemnym dozvukem konvencniho setkdni bylo foto-
grafovani vSech dcastnikd. (Spole¢nou fotografii najdete na
posledni strané tohoto ¢isla.) A potom loudeni. Loucent,
které zabrdni vychutndni nedélniho obéda, protoze kazdy se
chce s kazdym rozloucit. Pravé v tom spocivd pozehnini a
jedine¢nost konvence.

Natasa Laurincovd
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Biblicka Uvaha

Duchovna dospelost
(Ef 4:11-16)

1. O Efeze a krestanskom
zbore v Efeze

Efez bol vyznamnym mestom
Rimskej rise, stredisko sprévne a
obchodné.

V nabozenskom zivote domino-
val pohansky kult Diany Efezskej so
slévnym chrimom Diany. No bola
tu i zidovskd komunita so synagé6-
gou a bol tu tiez krestansky zbor.
Apostol Pavel stravil v Efeze tri

roky, z toho dva roky mal prilezi-

dospelosti. Cielom kazdého Bozicho
dietata je duchovnd dospelost: , A% by
sme vsetci dospeli v jednotu viery a plného
poznania Syna Bozieho, v dokonalého
muza, k miere dospelosti plnosti Kristovej.

(v. 13)

3. Najskor o duchovnej nedospelosti
Jeden novindr trdviaci dovolenku v
malom mestecku chcel vyuzit volny ¢as na
nejaku reportdz. Oslovil star$iecho miest-
neho obcana s otdzkou: ,Narodil sa vo

tost denne hovorit k posluchd¢om

v predndskovej sieni, kde oslovil mnoho obyvatelov
mesta i celej provincie. Boh konal skrze neho neob-
vyklé divy (Sk 19:11).

Po velkom pobureni, ktoré vyvolali vyrobcovia
sosiek Diany, Pavel opustil Efez a potom sa este stretol
so star$imi z efezského zboru, aby ich povzbudil k
vernosti Pdnovi. Z jeho slov je zrejmé, Ze i ked obe-
tavo pracoval v Efeze tri roky (Sk 20:17-20,27), bol si
vedomy nebezpedia, ktorému bude zbor vystaveny, a
dokonca predpovedal, Ze i zo samych star$ich povstand
scestni uditelia (Sk 20:30). Co by ste napisali zboru
alebo jednotlivcovi, o ktorom by ste vedeli, Ze je v
takom nebezpeci? Bolo by to predovietkym napome-
nutie a varovanie? Pavel napisal list do Efezu, nie vSak v
téne napominania, ale velmi pozitivne.

2. Stru¢ny obsah Epistoly Efezskym

Epistola sa za¢ina nddhernou 1. kapitolou, v ktorej
Pavel vyjadruje vdakyvzdanie nebeskému Otcovi za
tzasné duchovné obdarovanie, ktorym st Bozie deti
obdarované v Jezisovi Kristovi.

V 2. a 3. kapitole zdéraznuje, ze Kristus priniesol
spasenie i nezidom a z obidvoch, Zidov i pohanov,
vytvoril jednu cirkev. Je tu i nddherny vyrok o spaseni
z milosti, ktory zvldst protestanti ¢asto zdoraznuju (Ef
2:8-9).

V dalsich kapitoldch Pavel pise o tom, ako md vyze-
rat prakticky krestansky Zivot Bozicho dietata: musi sa
zésadne odlisovat od Zivota pohanov. No nejde len o to,
ako md vyzerat, ale aj ako ho mézeme dosiahnut. Kris-
tus povolal a obdaroval sluzobnikov cirkvi, a tf maja
sluzit k duchovnému rastu od detinstva do duchovne;j

vasom meste nejaky velky ¢lovek? Dostal
odpoved: ,Nie, v naSom meste sa rodia len
malé deti.”

Na prvy pohlad sa zd4, Ze to neplati v duchovnom
zivote. Ved novi krestania byvaji ¢asto nadsSenejsi a
horlivej$i nez mnohi dlhoro¢ni krestania. Nemylme sa
vsak, horlivost a nadsenie e$te nie st duchovnou dospe-
lostou. Novy krestan préve v svojej horlivosti dokdze
casto urobit chyby, ktoré neskor lutuje, napr. nevhodné
svedectvo, duchovné sebavedomie, pycha. Duchovnd
nedospelost, vlastne detinstvo, sa prejavuje nedosta-
to¢nym poznanim, malou skdsenostou, nestélostou,
nepokorou. No st i dalSie vyrazné prejavy duchovne;j
nedospelosti, a naopak, duchovnej dospelosti, o kto-
rych budeme hovorit.

Duchovnd nedospelost je prirodzenou vlastnostou
nového krestana, ale nemala by byt vlastnostou stdlou;
krestan by mal ¢asom dozrievat, dospievat.

4. Prejavy duchovnej dospelosti

Najskor si musime uvedomit, ze duchovnd dospelost
nie je dokonalost, ale podobne ako telesnd dospelost je to
schopnost Zit samostatne, prevziat zodpovednost za svoj
zivot, dat novy Zivot potomkom a viest ich postupne k
samostatnosti, k dospelosti. Samozrejme k tomu patri i
vyzreté ovocie duchovného zivota.

Duchovnd dospelost nezdlezi vobec na veku, na tom,
ako dlho sme veriaci, no Zial mnohi ju nedosiahnu vébec,
su stale duchovne nevyzreti, st ako deti. Duchovn zre-
lost mdze krestan dokonca stratit, moze sa dat na cestu
spat a stat sa tak znovu nedospelym krestanom. Tak to
bolo v pripade Galatskych, ktori Duchom zacali a telom
dokonivali. Podobne autor Zid 5,12 vycita, Ze sa znovu
potrebuju udit duchovnym prvopociatkom.
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Pozrime sa teraz na tri priklady toho, ako sa prejavuje
duchovnd dospelost, a to v kontraste s duchovnou nedo-
spelostou.

a/ Vztah ku skutkom Zikona a k Bozej milosti

V prvych generdcidch krestanov bola cirkev vystavend
tlaku judaistov, ktori nevideli jedine¢nost Kristovho spasi-
telného diela, ale dalej zd6raznovali zachovidvanie Mojzi-
Sovho zdkona — obriezku, sobotu, ¢isté a necisté pokrmy.
Apostol Pavel ich postoj videl ako duchovnti nezrelost
a v liste Galatskym to prirovnal k Zivotu nedospelého
dedica, ktory nedospel do postavenia plnoprévneho
dedica, do vztahu Bozicho synovstva.

V dnesnej cirkvi m4 tento problém int podobu —
mnohi krestania sa domnievajd, ze spasenie mézu dosiah-
nut dobrymi skutkami, mravnou kvalitou svojho Zivota,
pripadne i niektorymi krestanskymi obradmi. Takto
uvazuje duchovne nezrely, nedospely krestan.

Duchovne zrely, dospely krestan Zije v slobode BozZicho
dietata, vie, Ze je spaseny len z Bozej

Velmi vyraznym znakom duchovnej dospelosti je
ochota k sluzbe, a naopak, o¢akdvanie sluzby od inych je
prejavom nezrelosti, detinstva. Deti oc¢akdvajui daréeky od
rodi¢ov i od prarodi¢ov a maju z nich radost. No rodicia
a prarodic¢ia maju radost z toho, Ze mohli obdarovat svoje
deti. Ak niekdo v zbore len ocakdva, Ze bude stredom
pozornosti, Ze sa mu budu ostatni venovat, je to prejav
duchovnej nezrelosti. Kolko krestanov opusta svoj zbor,
pretoze maju dojem, Ze je im venovand mald pozornost a
malé uznanie.

Duchovnd zrelost sa prejavuje ochotou k sluzbe,
radostou zo sluzby a nezdvislostou od uznani ostatnych.
Duchovne zrely krestan md srdce otvorené pre sluzbu a
sluzi s ldskou a radostou Pénovi i ludom.

Apostol Pavel sa stretol v korintskom zbore s mnohymi
problémami i osobnym znevazovanim, ale napriek tomu
vyhlésil: ,Ja velmi rdd vynalozim vsetko, i sdm seba, za
vase duse.” (2 Kor 12:15)

milosti skrze zdstupnu obet Jezisa Krista,
a dobré skutky nerobi pre svoje spasenie,
ale z vda¢nosti k Pdnu Bohu.

b/ Spréavne duchovné poznanie,
spravne duchovné priority

Dalsi problém vo veci duchovne;
nezrelosti, a naopak, duchovnej zrelosti
rie$i apostol Pavel v liste Korintskym.
Tento zbor polozil déraz na praktiko-
vanie duchovnych darov a nadobudol
pri tom pocit vysokej duchovnosti a
povysenosti vo¢i tym, ktori sa nesprévali
podobne ako oni. Pritom v$ak v tomto
zbore doslo k zdvaznym mravnym exce-
som, roztrzkam, sudi¢stvu, znevazovaniu
duchovnej autority apostola. Tomuto
zboru Pavel adresoval slova, které mozno
hodnotit ako vy¢itku: ste vo svojich dorazoch ako deti,
nevidite, Ze najdolezitej$im v Zivote krestana je ldska.

Duchovni zrelost, dospelost sa v tomto smere pre-
javuje sprévnymi prioritami v duchovnom Zivote. Tym
najdéleZitejsim nie st duchovné dary, ani poznanie, ani
sebaobetovanie, ale ldska (1 Kor 13,13). Duchovne zrely
krestan je plny Bozej ldsky a vSetko, ¢o kond, kond v laske
a z lasky.

¢/ Vztah k sluzbe

V liste Efezskym Pavel pise o tom, ako Kristus obda-
rdva cirkev réznymi sluzbami s cielom, aby svitych (tzn.

veriacich) pripravil na dielo sluzby — na budovanie tela

Kristovho (Ef 4:12).
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Zéverom zopakujem tri zmienené prejavy duchovnej
zrelosti, dospelosti:

* Je to vztah Bozicho synovstva, zivot v slobode Bozicho
dietata, nie Zivot pod zédkonom, nie snaha o ludské
zésluhy, ale Zivot v BoZej milosti.

* Je to doraz na sprévne duchovné priority, ktorymi st
zivot v Bozej ldske, ldska k Bohu a k bliznym.

* Je to ochotnd a radostnd sluzba, bez sklamania a bez
znechutenia.

Taky je zrely duchovny zivot, takd je duchovni dospe-

lost. O to sa snazim a to tiez prajem aj vim.

Milan Kern
a
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Ladies’ Page

Women’s Meeting

at the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
July 2012

this country forty years ago

to obey and follow God to
serve Him in Africa, first in Ethi-
opia and these last 32 years in
Ghana, West Africa. This journey
of returning to my home culture
began three years ago in Kenya,
where I was attending a SIM lead-
ers’ meeting on the first year anni-
versary of my mom’s death.

On the Sunday as we gathered
to worship the Lord, I was thinking
and remembering my mother, when
an unusual thing happened to me.
We were being led in worship
by a group of Kenyan musicians
and the congregation was made
of leaders from over 47 coun-
tries. As we praised the Lord
together, I had a picture of my
mom with hundreds of others
in heaven joining those of us
down on earth in praising our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

It was an amazing experience

of those in heaven and those

on earth praising the Lord all
together in one song. And it ,
pictures for me Revelation TG
HE=I

After this I looked and there before me was a great
multitude that no one could count from every nation,
tribe, people and language standing before the throne and
in front of the Lamb saying, “Praise and glory be to our
God forever and ever.”

The difference of course is that one day we will all
be together standing before the throne praising God.

After this amazing picture of God’s people worship-
ing together in heaven and on earth, the preacher for

Ileft my family, friends and

H
Ghana

the morning service spoke on Moses.
You will remember Moses had to
wait 40 years to lead his people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt. As I listened
to the sermon that morning in 2009,
the Spirit of God reminded me that in
2012 it would be 40 years since I left
America. I sensed the Spirit’s lead-
ing that it was time to return and so
I began planning and arranging for
leaving Ghana. At the time I did not
know what that meant in terms of
what I would do once I returned, but
I did know that day in March 2009
that I was to leave Africa.

How do you pack up a life-
time? How do you transition out
of something that you have done
most of your adult life? Well, a
good recipe is to start early and
to mix in a bit of coaching to
help you think through how you
want to end well and then move
forward with the final farewells.

, During November and
December 2011, I traveled the
length and breadth of Ghana.

I had six farewell services, and
many, many gifts and tributes. I
have been overwhelmed with joy
and gratitude for being able to
say goodbye well to people. (Many
missionaries do not transition themselves well out of
their missionary life, which does not give the people
they work with a chance to transition without them
in ministry either.) People have had an opportunity
to express their appreciation, they have had an oppor-
tunity to give gifts, which is so important in Ghana-
ian culture, and they have had an opportunity to be

involved in my going and also in praying for me as I

settle into a new culture.
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Before I left Ghana one of my “sons” (The only
place I allow myself to be called mom is in Ghana)
asked me this question. “I don't get it. Over three
decades, how did you do ie? It is like me going to Mon-
golia or Viet Nam.” He was not the first to ask me how
I stuck it out so long in Ghana. In many ways I can
repeat MC’s words. I don't get it either. How did I do
it? I gave MC the simple answer of God’s grace, but as I
have reflected on that question, I think we focus on the
end product, 32 years, rather than looking at the whole
picture.

Instead it is good to see or view it as one day at a
time of walking with the Lord. Sometimes stumbling,
sometimes falling flat on my face, sometimes being very
successful and at other times very unsuccessful. It was
a walk of faith one day at a time, one week at a time
and one month at a time, of failures and successes but
always the driving force behind it was wanting to love
and please God. It just wasn’t automatic; there were
times when I wanted to leave and I wondered why
I should remain. Times when I deeply offended my
Ghanaian brothers and sisters as well as my fellow mis-

sionaries. Times when I doubted God’s goodness and
his ability to work in me and in the difficult situation
I was in. Times of great joy and happiness and times of
failure and deep sorrow. In other words I am just like
you with the ups and downs of life; it’s just that I did
my living and service in a different culture.

There is a song that has a sentence in it that answers
the question of HOW I did it.

“Its in You that I have the faith to stand up and be
strong.”

Yes, God’s grace and His keeping me strong through
faith to stand up and be strong is how it was done. By
God’s help and grace!

As I was leaving Ghana I suppose it is only natural
that I thought about the kind of legacy I would leave
behind. Our greatest significance is not the legacy we
leave behind by the things we have done and accom-
plished. Our great meaning and significance in life is
to love God. Let me quote from M. Basil Pennington,
Finding grace at the Center:

The fact that there is nothing that we are doing that
God could not raise up a stone to do for him is discourag-
ing especially if we find significance in who we are and
what we do. The realization of this puts us in our true
place. But lest we get too knocked down by such a realiza-
tion of our insignificance, let me hasten to add that there
is one thing that we alone can give God...and that is our
personal love. No one else can give God our personal love.
This is our greatest significance.

As I reflect back on my long stay in Ghana, I think
my legacy is not so much what was done and accom-
plished but more my presence. If my greatest legacy is
my presence in Ghana for over 30 years, it is all because
of my love for God and wanting to do what pleases
Him. I am so grateful for these past experiences and for
your part in making it possible for me to serve the Lord
in Ghana. Thank you and may the Lord continue to
bless and guide you!

Ruby Mikulencak

Glorious Hope = Slavnd nadéje = Vol 38, N° 4, 2012
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Stranka sester

Shromazdéni sester

na 103. Ceskoslovenské baptistické konvenci
USA a Kanady

fed Ctyficeti lety

jsem opustila rodinu,

piétele a tuto zem
a nésledovala jsem Bozi
vedeni do sluzby v Africe,
nejprve v Etiopii a potom,
poslednich 32 roka, v
Ghang¢, v Zdpadni Africe.
Soucasny ndvrat domii
zacal pred tfemi lety v
Keni, kdyz jsem se ztcast-
nila setkdni vedoucich SIM
(Sluzba v misii); bylo to
rok po mamin¢iné umrti.

Pti nedélnim shromdz-
déni jsem myslela a vzpominala na moji matku, a tu se mi
stalo néco neobvyklého. Shromdzdéni vedla skupina hudeb-
nikd z Keni a ptitomni byli vedouci ze 47 zemi. Jak jsme tak
spole¢né chvdlili Pdna, zjevil se mi obraz mé maminky v nebi
se stovkami dalSich, ktefi se ptipojili k chvalim naseho Pina
a Spasitele JeziSe Krista zde na zemi. Byl to Gzasny zdzitek
— ti, keefi jsou v nebi s témi na zemi chvalici Pana spole¢né
jednou pisni. Vidim v tom odraz Zjeveni 7; 9-10:

A ble, potom jsem spatvil veliky zdstup, ktery by nikdo
nemohl secist, ze viech ndrodii a pokoleni a lidi i jazyki, jak
stoji pred triinem a pred Berdnkem, obleceni do biljch rouch.

V rukou méli palmové ratolesti a hlasité volali: ,Spaseni ndlezi
nasemu Bohu, jenz sedi na trinu, a Berdnkovi!“

S tim rozdilem ov$em, Ze jednoho dne vsichni budeme
stat pfed trinem a chvilit Boha.

Po tomto krdsném obraze, kdy se Bozi lid na nebi i na
zemi spojil ve spolecné bohosluzbé, kazatel pfi rannim shro-
mazdéni hovortil o MojziSovi. Jisté si vzpomindte, ze Mojzi$
musel cekat 40 let, nez mohl vyvést svij lid, izraelsky ndrod,
z Egypta. Jak jsem tak poslouchala toto ranni kdzini v roce
2009, Bozi Duch mi pfipomél, Ze v roce 2012 uplyne 40
let od mého odchodu z Ameriky. Citila jsem, Ze mne Duch
vede k ndvratu, a tak jsem zacala pldnovat a uspofdddvat
vie k odchodu z Ghany. V té dobé¢ jsem nevédéla jaké budu
mit podminky a co budu délat, az se vrtim, ale toho dne, v

bfeznu 2009, jsem védéla, Ze z Afriky odchdzim.

Jak pobalite kus Zivota? Jak se vymanite z nééeho, co jste
délali vétsinu svého zivota? Rozhodné je dobré zadit co nej-
dfive a predstavit si, jak postupovat, a potom pfejit k pldno-
véni dastojného ukonceni a louceni.

Béhem listopadu a prosince 2011 jsem procestovala
Ghanu kifZzem krdzem. Absolvovala jsem Sest rozlu¢kovych
shromdzdéni, dostala jsem mnoho, mnoho ddrku a poct.
Byla jsem naplnéna ohromnou radosti a vdécnosti, Ze jsem se
mohla s lidmi ndleZité rozloucit. (Mnozi misionafi se nedo-
kazi dobfe vyporidat s odchodem z misie, coz nepomuize
tém, se kterymi pracovali pfi pfeorientovéni se, pokracovat v
praci.) Lidé meli prilezitost vyjddfit své uzndni, mohli pfinést
dary, coz je pro ghanskou kulturu tak dulezité, sméli se podi-
let na mém odchdzeni a také se mohli modlit za mne ohledné
mé adaptace v nové kultufe.

Nez jsem z Ghany odela, jeden z mych ,synt“ (Ghana
je jedinym mistem, kde pfipustim osloveni mami) se mne
zeptal: ,, To nechdpu. Jak jsi to dokdzala, pfes tficet let? To je
totéz jako bych jé mél odejit do Mongolska nebo do Viet-
namu.“ Nebyl prvnim, kdo se mne zeptal, jak jsem to tak
dlouho v Ghané mohla vydrzet. Tuto otézku bych si mohla
kldst v mnoha situacich. Také to nechdpu. Jak jsem to doka-
zala? Odpovédéla jsem jednoduse, s odkazem na Bozi milost,
ale kdyz jsem nad touto otdzkou uvazovala, myslim, Ze jsme
se v nasich tvahdch vice nez na celek zaméfili na koneény
vysledek, na téch 32 let.

Je vsak lepsi to vidét nebo vnimat jako kazdodenni
chozeni s Pinem. Nékdy klopytajici, jindy padajici pfimo na
tvaf, nékdy velmi aspésnd a jindy zase velmi nedspésnd. Byla
to cesta viry den za dnem, tyden po tydnu a mésic za mési-
cem nezdart a Uspéchd, ale hnaci silou nikdy nepfestala byt
touha milovat Boha a libit se Mu. Nepfislo to prosté auto-
maticky; prochdzela jsem obdobimi, kdy jsem chtéla odejit a
divila jsem se pro¢ bych méla ztstat. Byla obdobi, ve kterych
jsem velmi urazila mé ghanské bratry a sestry a podobné mé
spolupracovniky v misii. Nebo obdobi, kdy jsem pochybo-
vala o Bozi dobroté a Jeho moci skrze mne piisobit i v obtiz-
nych situacich, ve kterych jsem se pravé nachdzela. A také
obdobf Gzasné radosti a $tésti a obdobi zklamani a hlubokého
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zérmutku. Jinymi slovy, jsem stejnd jako vy, jednou nahofe
a potom zase dole, jak to uz v zivoté chodi, pouze s tim rozdi-
lem, Ze jsem Zila a pracovala v jiném prostiedi.

V jedné pisni je véta, ve které je odpovéd na otdzku JAK
jsem to dokdzala: ,, Vira v Tebe mne podpird a posiluje.

Ano, stalo se tak diky Bozi milosti, Jeho podpory a posilo-
véani ve vife. Bozi pomoci a milosti!

Pfi odchodu s Ghany jsem pfirozené pfemyslela o tom,
jaky odkaz po sob¢ zanechdm. Co po nds ziistane, co jsme
udélali a ¢eho jsme docilili, to neni nds$ nejdulezitéjsi odkaz.

Nase nejvétsi posldni a smysl Zivota je milovat Boha. Dovolte
mi citdt z knihy M. Basila Penningtona Nalezeni milosti v
centru:

Biith by mohl vzkiisit kameny, které by vykonali vechnu nasi
prici. To je velmi odrazujici faks, zvldsté kdyz si uvédomime,
kdo jsme a co délime. Toto védomi nds usmérni. V pripadé, ze
by nds roto zjisténi o nasi bezvyznamnosti mohlo odradit, dovolte
mi rychle dodat, Ze existuje jedna véc, kterou kazdy miizeme ddt
Bohu... a tou je nase viastmi ldska. Nikdo jiny nasi osobni ldsku
Bohu ddt nemiize. V tom spolivd nase nejvétsi hodnota.

Kdyz pfemyslim nad mym dlouhym pobytem v Ghané,
myslim, ze mij odkaz neni to, co jsem udélala a ¢eho jsem
docilila, ale hlavné je to md pfitomnost. Jestlize je md vice
nez 30-letd pfitomnost v Ghané tim nejvétsim odkazem, je to
kviili mé ldsce k Bohu a touze libit se Mu. Jsem velice vdéénd
za viechny ziskané zkusenosti a za vasi pomoc a podporu v
mé sluzbé Panu v Ghané. Dékuji a necht vim Pdn nadale
zehnd a vede vds!

Ruby Mikulencak
ptelozila Natasa Laurincovd
0
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Youth Scene

be embarking on a new
adventure! I have accepted
a call to work with a church in
Winchester, Virginia, as their
children’s minister. They are

a brand new church and my

job will be to help them build

a program for their children

In a few short weeks I will

higher and harder than
we had anticipated. That
night I braced myself for
the following day, know-
ing it couldn’t be “that
bad” and feeling ready
for the journey. I could
do this... I had done it
before... hadn’t they seen

from the ground up. As you can imagine,
this experience has the potential to be
scary and nerve-racking, as I have no job,
will be sleeping on a couch for the first few
months, and will be living far from my
family and friends. But never fear, because
the Lord is near! I have no worries about
the future as I have cast all my burdens
upon Christ. I learned to do this a long
time ago; and that is the story I'd like to
share with you today!

My eldest brother Petar first introduced
me to the world of backpacking several
years ago. With nothing but packs on our
backs filled with food, water, and clothes for the trip, we
trek several miles into the woods and get lost in the splendor
of God’s creation. For my first time we took a short 5- or
6-mile backpacking trip. The trip was almost too easy, with
little hills, clear skies the whole way, and not a snake in sight!
I left the woods that weekend feeling refreshed and in love
with this new sport. I decided to go on another backpacking
trip or two. It was on one of those fateful trips that I learned
a great lesson in life.

We had decided to pursue a longer hike through the
Smoky Mountains... so my brother Petar, his best friend
Christian, and Christian’s co-worker Robert decided we
would do an “easy” 20-mile-plus hike. “Oh, there might
be a few hills,” they had said, “but not too bad.” So I said,
“LET’S GO!” Packed with plenty of water, food, clothes and
a hammock, we began our journey into the Smoky Moun-
tains. The first day started with an easy 7-mile hike down
the mountain to our first campsite. It felt so good to be back
in the woods, I practically ran the whole way down! We set
up our camp and began preparing some dinner when my
brother and his best friend walked over to Robert and me.
They informed us that they may have done some miscal-
culating and that the following day’s hike might be a little

me practically run down the moun-
tain?

Saturday morning we awoke and
began packing up the camp. We
started our hike with an easy pace,
stopping every so often to catch
our breath and rest our feet. Up the
mountain we continued... on and
on... on... and on... and on.... it was at
this point that something weird hap-
pened. I began to get tired. My pack
seemed to be weighing a little extra
heavy on my back, almost as if with
every mile we climbed, someone was
putting extra rocks in my pack. Pretty soon even the breaks
didn’t help. Pretty soon the breaks made it even worse...
because every time we stopped, it was harder to get back up.
We kept climbing, though. At this point my legs became
tired from the high altitude of the climb. My back was hurt-
ing from the heaviness of my pack. My lungs were struggling
for air. My entire body seemed to be sweating from every
pore it had. Pretty soon I felt nauseous from the exhaustion
of this climb. Robert and I decided to take another break
while Petar and Christian continued up the mountain. And
that’s when it happened.

That’s when I reached my lowest point—at a very high

point on the mountain.

As I sat against the hill, (since the path that curved up
the mountain was only a foot and a half wide, FILLED with
snakes...) in a large patch of poison ivy (well, maybe just
grass... but it very well could have been!), I had an emotional
meltdown. I didn’t know what to do. I couldn’t go back
down the mountain, because I'd still have to go back up
those seven miles I had trekked the first day. I couldn’t stay
in the middle of that trail, because there was nowhere to set
up my hammock unless I wanted to roll down the mountain
in the middle of the night. I definitely couldn’t keep going
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up the mountain... my body simply didnt allow it. My
pack was too heavy, my legs hurt too much... I couldn’t
even imagine how much of the hike was left.

Still sitting there, sulking at my own pity party, I
noticed something out of the corner of my eye. It was
my brother Petar. He was coming around the bend of the
hill up ahead. He was almost running... and what’s this?
He didn't have his pack. As he came closer, I could finally
make out what he was saying... “Guys! You're so close! You
are SO close! The top is just around the corner! You don’t
even know JUST HOW CLOSE YOU ARE!”

My brother came up to me, reached for my pack, and
put it upon his back. He helped me up to my feet and just
kept repeating how close to the top we really were. Slowly,

/

Psalm 55:22 says, “Cast
your burdens on the Lord,
and He will sustain you.”

\

but with a new fervor, I began to follow my brother, tears
streaming down my face, as he carried my pack the rest of
the way up the mountain. He was right, the top really was
around the corner, and reaching that top was a monumen-
tal moment in my life. I had done it! I had climbed my
highest mountain. I had made it to the top... but unlike
my thoughts the night before, I had NOT done it alone. It
was with my brother carrying my pack that I had made it
to the top. It was with someone else carrying my burdens
that I was able to reach the summit.

Can you guess what lesson I learned that day? You
probably already know what I'm going to say... but I'll say
it anyway. Psalm 55:22 says, “Cast your burdens on the Lord,
and He will sustain you.”

You can't do it alone. We can’t do it alone. We weren’t
meant to do it alone. God sent His own beloved Son to die
on the cross, to bear our burdens, so that we may have life
everlasting on the top of that summit. We weren’t brought
into this life to try and make the journey on our own. It is
with Christ and through His blood that we can continue
on this journey. Sometimes God will even call us to make
a journey that’s uncomfortable, like that one I'm about to
take. But that’s the beauty of casting all our burdens on
Christ. Even though it will still be a difficult journey, and
the hike may be hard, it is so much easier when we allow
God not only to carry our burden, but to be our guide.

Kristina Viasic
|
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Children’s Corner

My First Convention

Allen, Amy and Benjamin Price

was born on April 30™", 2012, at 3:42
a.m. in Grimsby, Ontario, to my parents
Amy and Allen Price. | have had a very
busy first two months travelling to New
Brunswick to visit my family and got my
passport so | could go to the United States.

It was a Friday morning when | was
put into my car seat and we headed for
Meadville, Pennsylvania. It was a short
four-hour car ride with a few pit stops but
we got there. The accommodations were
wonderful. | slept so well that my parents
had to wake me up both mornings to go to
breakfast. | thoroughly enjoyed the music,
in particular the old- fashioned hymn sing
with Bob Dvorak. | sang along and moved to
the piano beat.

All the ladies smiled and talked to me,
and | loved the attention. | could sense the
true friendship and fellowship my parents
have with many people at the convention.
| can’t wait until | am old enough to spend

some time with Miss Pickles in the children’s
program.
My first experience was a good one, and
I hope my parents bring me back next year
and for years to come.
Benjamin Maxwell Price
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Moje prvnf konvence

ym rodicam, Amy a Allenovi
Pricovym, jsem se narodil 30.
dubna 2012 v méstecku
Grimsby, v Ontariu, rano ve
tfi hodiny a Ctyricet dvé minuty. A hned v
prvnich dvou mésicich Zivota jsem cestoval.
Nejprve jsem navstivil pfibuzné v New
Brunswicku a po obdrzeni pasu Spojené
staty.

V patek rdano mne posadili do mé sedacky
v auté a vyrazili jsme smérem na Meadville
do Pennsylvanie. Cesta nebyla dlouha, pouhé
Ctyfi hodiny, a s nékolika zastavkami jsme
tam dorazili. Ubytovani bylo bajecné. Spal
jsem tak dobre, Ze mne rodice kazdé rano
museli budit, abychom mohli jit na snidani.

Vesmés se mi libila hudba, zvlasté
tradi¢ni zpév s Bobem Dvorakem. Pridal
jsem se ke zpévu a houpal se do taktu
piana. Vsechny damy se na mne usmivaly
a mluvily na mne a ta pozornost mi délala
dobre. Vycitil jsem opravdové pratelstvi
a spolecenstvi rodi¢t s mnohymi lidmi
na konvenci. Uz abych vyrostl a mohl se
zucastnit détského programu s Miss Pickles!

Zazitek to byl pékny a doufdm, Ze mne
rodice s sebou pfristi rok zase vezmou a
budou brat i v budoucnosti.

Benjamin Maxwell Price
nejmladsi ucastnik 103. konvence

Alaina Turner and mother Andrea
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The 103" Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
July 5-8, 2012 — Meadville, PA




