-

Ol % T ¥ e T
i - 4 -

T Sy

Vol. 30 N° 3-4
May-August 2004

i
I-"a e 3 .

D

T R
) e

! :Zg’t |

i

pecgert L7 e ) S fteng e
Mofgher | | A4S
his ‘UBJEZisi

Rocnik 30, c¢islo 3-4
Kvéten-srpen 2004

S I

o0 dfhasyc:

Al
e

o

b= t
b,

AL

i Py

i
el e
[ L

id ‘ r‘_.‘i[ ‘ k.




Convention Mission Statement

The Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of USA and Canada
exists 1) to assist in extending the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ in lands of central and eastern Europe, particularly the
Czech and Slovak Republics; 2) to support the work of Baptists
and other evangelical churches in North America that minister to
persons of Czech and Slovak descent, and 3) to provide a Chris-
tian context for worship, fellowship, teaching, and appreciation
of heritage among those in the United States and Canada who
bear interest in the nationalities we represent.

Misijni poslani konvence

Ceskoslovenska baptisticka konvence Spojenych statti a Kanady
byla ustanovena za i€elem: 1) napomahat v Sifeni evangelia naseho
Pana JeziSe Krista v zemich stfedni a vychodni Evropy, zvlasté v
Ceské a Slovenskeé republice; 2) podporovat praci baptisti
a jinych evangelikalnich cirkvi v severni Americe, které slouzi
¢eskym a slovenskym potomkdm; 3) predlozit formu bohosluzby,
obecenstvi a uceni, vazit si dédictvi téch, ve Spojenych statech a
v Kanadé, kterym lezi na srdci narody, které reprezentujeme.
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- ditorial

he power of volition. Through-

out the course of our lives, we

meet many people of different
characters, diverse mentalities and infi-
nite ways of doing things. Some people
surprise us with their determined resolve,
which sometimes results in the greatest
of achievements. Other times, there are
achievements less celebrated, less interest-
ing, or even simply offensive and repulsive.
The acts or accomplishments of individ-
uals not only address but also influence
those around them. By their deeds as well as their achievements,
we label and categorize people. We discuss the famous and infa-
mous, the giants of history and the weaklings. But what makes
a person strongy?

The answer lies in an individual’s attitudes toward problems,
various difficult situations in life and of course life itself. God cre-
ated human beings with the ability and independence to choose.
This ability is called volition. Beginning at birth, there are var-
ious levels of volition (or free will) at work to shape an indi-
vidual between which we must differentiate. First, children are
molded according to their parents’ will. Later, when children’s
awareness of their own free will develops, they inevitably try to
assert that will, and are then formed by the intensity of conflict
between their own volition and that of their parents. These dis-
putes refine character. Character alone is often closely associ-
ated with the perception of greatness or smallness in a person.

=" Continues on page 53
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ila lidské vile. Setkavame se s lidmi rtizného charakteru,

s riznym zplusobem mySleni i konani. Pfekvapuji nas

predsevzeti lidi, ktera vedou ke slavnym c¢innim. Nékdy
jsou to ¢iny méné slavné, nezajimavé nebo dokonce pohorsujici a
odrazujici. Ciny jednotlivcli nejen oslovuji, ale také ovliviiuji druhé.
Podle ¢intd rozd€lujeme lidi do kategorii. Hovofime o velikanech,
lidech silnych nebo slaboSich. Co €ini clovéka silnym?

Sila ¢lovéka spociva v jeho pfistupu k problémim, k Zivotnim
situacim ¢i k Zivotu samotnému. Pan Bih stvofil ¢lovéka se
schopnosti se samostatné rozhodovat. Odborné je tato schopnost
nazyvana vi/i. RozliSujeme rizné stupné vile, které clovéka
formuji hned od jeho narozeni. Nejprve je dité formovano vuli
rodict. Pozdéji, kdy si zacne uvédomovat a eventueln€ prosazovat
svou vlastni vili, je formovano intezitou stietti své vile s vili
rodi¢li. Tyto stiety tiibi charakter. Samotny charakter velice uzce
souvisi s velikosti nebo malosti ¢lovéka. Jinymi slovy feceno, silny
charakter je schopen velkych ¢inti, zatimco slaby charakter plodi
¢iny opa¢ného druhu.

Pti vyrazu velky cin si témér vidy predstavime néco, co hranici
s prekroc¢enim lidskych schopnosti. Dochazi zde k hodnoceni
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95% Annual Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention of USA and Canada

Alderson-Broaddus College at Philippi, West Virginia, July 8-11, 2004

Living Power.
Power That Is Alive, Power to Make Us Lively

It's Holy Source Luke 24:49
Dr. Dan R. Unger, Sr

unday, May 18, 1980: the
S sun peeked over the Cascade

Range in the far western
United States in what promised
to be a spectacular day amid those
majestic mountains. Geologist
Dave Johnston, one of a score of
scientists studying Mt. St. Helen’s
in the state of Washington, took his
place at an official observers’ site
six miles from the northwest side
of the restless volcano. The moun-
tain had been showing increasing
signs of activity since March but on
this morning, Johnston reported
to the seismic center in Vancou-
ver, BC, that the huge bulge on
the mountain’s northern slope
appeared to have stopped growing. Not only had the bulge
been growing at the rate of five feet per day but steam and ash,
erupting periodically, had created sizeable craters on the top
of the mountain. Steps had been taken to keep the immedi-
ate area free of non-official personnel, and most persons had
complied. An avalanche of the snow and ice on the mountain
had been predicted along with possible rock and mud flows
along the Tuttle River valley. But at the moment, it appeared
to be another day of watching, measuring and waiting.

At approximately 8:30 in the morning, Mt. St. Helen’s
erupted in a cataclysm of hot steam, ash, rocks and debris that
astounded and dumbfounded even the scientists who’d made
the most dire predictions. At the summit of the mountain,
numerous multiple eruptions of hot steam, gases and debris
roiled into the sky, reaching a height of 12 miles. 540 mil-
lion tons of ash fell over an area of 22 thousand square miles,
turning day into night in numerous cities and covering them
with a ghost-like late spring snow. In only two weeks the ash
would circle the earth. If scientists were overwhelmed by that
portion of the eruption, worse followed in a nanosecond.
For the entire north slope of the volcano, one half mile wide

and one mile long, like a giant
exploding pressure cooker, blew
outward in a storm of steam, rock,
and debris, creating winds of 300
miles per hour and temperatures
reaching 600 degrees. In addition
to the hundreds of fires started,
the north fork of the Tuttle River
was covered with a rock and ash
debris field 15 miles long and in
some places as high as 550 feet.
A 600-year-old-forest was blown
down like a set of dominoes, giant
trees snapping like toothpicks. A
21-foot wall of water and mud
raced down the south fork of the
Tuttle River, scouring everything
in its wake, throwing logging
equipment around like toys, twisting logging machines into
macabre pretzel-like shapes, smashing buildings as if they were
made of tissue paper.

A large portion of the mountain slid into the lake at its
base, named Spirit Lake, a long-time magnificent and popular
vacation spot. In an instant the lake rose 200 feet, and water
splashed upward as much as 400 feet against the surrounding
mountains. At the time, some speculated that the eruption
of Mt. St. Helen’s made the bombs dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki look like firecrackers. By the way, the molten
rock that we usually associate with a volcano is still trapped in
the mountain, the ominous evidence being a huge lava dome
in the middle of the enormous crater that once was Mt. St.
Helen’s—a dome which is still growing ever so slowly.

If you head east of Philippi, over the mountains, on the way
to the town of Thomas, West Virginia, you may be startled by
a sight that, though some of us here may have seen a similar
sight elsewhere, still elicits “oohhs” and “aahhs” because it
seems to rise out of nowhere and at first glance is overwhelm-
ing. As you pass the overlook on Backbone Mountain and
begin the descent to the tiny town of Benbush, an enormous
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tri-bladed propeller looms in front of you. And then as you
get closer, other gigantic propellers appear along the ridge.
They are huge wind machines in the process of generating
electricity. Each of the three blades on a single machine is 114
feet long, and they sit atop a tower 228 feet high. There are
44 of these monsters along the ridge, and the only noise they
make is the somewhat eerie swish of those mighty blades as
they bite into the air. I am advised that because of the current
cost-effectiveness of wind-generated electricity, it is becoming
the fastest renewable source of energy.

Perhaps it’s obvious what these two true stories have in
common—for at the center of each experience is something
called power; in the one case the sheer raw power of nature,
and in the other our human attempt to harness power for
various important human activities.

Ever since I was given materials that indicated the theme
of this convention and the focus of each presentation, I have
been mulling over in my mind the notion of power. I’ve come
to the conclusion that it’s one of those concepts we feel fairly
comfortable talking about and referring to, but when given

closer inspection, there is much mystery involved. When we
think about power, words like force, energy, might, movement,
strength, influence, and authority crowd into consciousness.
Indeed, what actually is this mysterious stuff? From where
does it come and to where does it go?

Last Friday I attended the birthday of my neighbor, Rose.
She turned 100 years old. And as I sat there watching folks
chatting with her I thought, “Wow, that dear one’s heart has
been beating for 100 years.” And then it occurred to me that
the heart is a marvelous machine and it works because behind it
is power—energy, force. This past spring even as small patches
of snow dotted the ground where I walked the dogs, I came
across a tiny blue flower, right in the middle of—nowhere,
blooming its little face off. It seemed so insignificant and kind
of like—well, what is it doing here and what does it hope to
accomplish? And as I reflect back on that moment this past
spring, I now understand that even that tiny seemingly insig-
nificant flower was doing its thing because of something we

call power, energy, force. We speak of brain power, political
power, military power, the power of the pen, the power of
art, will power, nuclear power, the power of an idea, biotic
power, power of attorney, horsepower. And it also occurred to
me that all human relationships involve power—husband-wife;
children-parents; teacher-students; pastor- congregation; doc-
tor-patient; employer-employee; friend-friend—you name it.

Is it a false generalization to say that power is virtually
everywhere and manifested in virtually all of life, at every
level? T think not. In fact, didn’t some brilliant older chap
with bushy eyebrows and droopy eyes by the name of Einstein
suggest that all material things, both biological and physical,
are explainable by and reducible to infinitesimally small bits
that are simply aggregations of energy—or, power?

Luke writes that Jesus advised his disciples to remain there
in the city until they had been clothed with power from on
high. Exactly what kind of power was Jesus talking about?
Fortunately we have to look no further than Luke’s second
document to find the answer, in the very first couple of chap-
ters. He writes: “When the day of Pentecost was come, they were
all together in one place. Suddenly o sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and
[filled the whole house where they were sitting. They
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separvated
and came to vest on each of them. All of them were
filled with the holy spivit and they began to speak
in other tongues as the spirit enabled them.”

Ah, now it becomes clearer. Spirit = power.
Spirit = force. Spirit = energy. Spirit = influence.
Spirit = movement. Spirit = might. And as I began
to search the scriptures to try to piece together
the story of the Spirit—not any spirit, but a
HOLY Spirit—I discovered power at work from
the first chapter in Genesis to the last chapter in
Revelation. I discovered in a fresh and somewhat
unnerving way that the Bible, indeed, is a book
about the Spirit; that the story of salvation is a
story of the Spirit. For:

e It was the Power of the Spirit that brooded
over the formless earth and its waters at creation;

* It was the Power of the Spirit that urged an aging Abraham
to drop everything and undertake a journey, the destination
of which he did not know;

* It was the Power of the Spirit that raised up a tongue-tied,
excuse-filled fugitive from justice named Moses to oversee the
birth of a nation which was to become the Chosen People;
* it was the Power of the Spirit that knitted together those
twelve squabbling nomadic tribes into a formidable presence
in the Middle East;

* It was the Power of the Spirit that emboldened the proph-
ets to preach repentance, justice, and the saving role of the
nation of Israel;

* And when that nation failed to be the conduit for that Holy
Spirit’s power to be spread among the nations of the world;
e It was due to the Power of the Spirit that a young virgin
gave birth to the Savior of the world;

* It was the Power of the Spirit that rested upon Jesus as He

52 0



came up from the waters of the baptism;

* It was in Power of the Spirit that through His teaching and
His very presence, He brought wholeness, life and renewal to
all those who dared to love Him and follow Him;

e It was by the Power of the Spirit that the tomb was empty
on the third day;

e It was by the Power of the Spirit that He ascended into
heaven;

e It was by the Power of the Spirit that the Church, the
institution whose mission is to be His Body in the world, was
born and it is only by that power that the Church will ever
achieve the splendor that it should;

¢ It will be by the Power of the Spirit that we who are called
shall be lovingly conformed to the likeness of Jesus Christ;

e It will be by the Power of the Spirit that He shall come
again in glory and we shall see Him as He is.

Eligius Ernest Premru was born in 1876 of Yugoslavian
parents. He was a brilliant man who by the age of 25 knew
nearly a dozen languages, but because of his addiction to
alcohol he was a man given to violence: a wife-abuser whose
children feared him. His wife kept a loaded revolver handy in
the event that it would be needed during one of E.E.’s rages.
The Premru family came to the United States in the first decade
of the 20th century and settled in Pittsburgh. E.E. grudgingly
agreed to drive some of the family to church on Sunday morn-
ings (all except his eldest son, who would be raised an atheist,
like his father). Premru visited a local tavern while his wife and
some of the children attended church. But on one particular
Sunday, Eligius Ernest Premru remained in the car outside the
sanctuary. The music of hymns being sung reached his ears.
He lurched into the church and sat down to observe. He was
shortly afterward convicted of his sin and was subsequently
overtaken and smitten by divine love—E. E. Premru, in 1928,
graduated from the Whiteside Memorial Bible School on the
north side of Pittsburgh and became pastor of a mission in
the nearby community of Blawnox, Pennsylvania. Oh yes, that
eldest son spent his entire life as a Methodist pastor.

Eligius Ernest Premru, my grandfather, by the power of
the Holy Spirit went from sinner to saint, from reprobate to
regenerate and from death to life.

And what precisely is this power which enables, creates, and
transforms? It is nothing less than the pure, perfect, unalloyed
presence of Almighty God, who was and is and forever shall
be the source of all power in the cosmos.

I dare say, brothers and sisters in Christ, that you have
chosen a magnificent theme and emphasis for this, the 95™
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention. But you must approach this
awesome Power with humility, due reverence, much prayer and
a proper sense of fear, for, indeed, we are standing on holy
ground.

Amen.

Dr. Unger is vetived Professor of Religion and Philosophy at Alderson-
Broaddus College. This sermon was delivered during the 95" annual
convention on Thursday, July 8, 2004.

a

Editorial ... Continues from page 50

In other words, strong character is capable of great things, while
weak character generates deeds of the opposite kind.

When the term “great achievement” comes to mind, it is usu-
ally within the context of an act which surpasses previously set
boundaries. What it comes down to is an evaluation, through
the surrounding audience’s perspective, of the augustness of
the achievement accomplished. Of course a great act cannot go
without being noticed. But I have also been struck by the seem-
ingly insignificant accomplishments which, though surpassing
greater acts, go unnoticed. I’m not thinking of those acts which
surround human beings and accompany them through life, but
rather of acts that are demonstrated in various forms and inten-
sities, but never forcibly. That is why they many times remain
unnoticed.

Soon we will be witnesses of outstanding victories and records
broken throughout the Olympic Games. Perhaps each house-
hold will follow these sports and the results of great athletes with
heightened anticipation. Among the proud athletes who hope
to stand on the podium, some are surely mothers and fathers as
well. Yet to their children, time spent achieving this admirable
dream will not be as precious as the time their parents spend
with them. It is this other kind of achievement that we do not
always appreciate, indeed do not always even notice. In the same
way that we value the sprinter who relentlessly pursues the fin-
ish line, do we appreciate the person who, when a spouse can
no longer walk, pushes the wheelchair day in and day out and
takes care of the spouse every single day? Which of these achieve-
ments is greater? There are undoubtably many more examples,
even a simple smile among them.

A person’s standard of achievement is dependent upon the
level of their character, and actualized resolution reaps accom-
plishment. The book of Proverbs points out this connection
between resolution and accomplishment (16:3, NIV): “Commit
to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.” The
strength of a person’s character is a reflection of that person’s
relationship with God, and the resulting deeds are a reflection
of God’s love, manifest on the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

An important part of being a Christian is having strong,
healthy character, character with the ability to discern meritori-
ous achievements, even if they seem insignificant. The secret lies
in surrendering to God the human will freely given by Him, the
ultimate authority. It is in the degree of submission to God’s
will that is hidden the strength of human volition.

The motto of this year’s Convention clearly speaks of the char-
acter of a Christian. God gave us “a spirit of power, of love and
of self-discipline” (NIV). It is character molded by God’s will
revealed in human volition, influencing the behaviour of every
Christian and demonstrated in his or her life.

I invite you to consider your own answers to the questions trig-
gered by this article. Then send your thoughts along to us. Every
contribution is welcome.

Natasha Legierski, Editor in Chief.

a
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Faster, Higher, Stronger

Thomas Cosmades
Part 1

overned by fear of some fresh brutal-
Gity, people in our tormented world

are longing for a non-violent event.
The quadrennial contests anticipated by all
nations may be offering a breather. The
modern Olympics were initiated in 1896
under the direction of Baron de Coubertin,
who was supported by Demetrius Vikelas, a
Greek. The challenging motto of this historic
contest is Citius, Altius, Fortius: Faster,
Higher, Stronger.

nium without any interruption, though
at times with serious infractions. Kings
and shepherds contested side by side. The
occasion was also a time for literary and
sculptural contests. Poets wrote brilliant
lines lauding the victor; sculptors cast his
| bust. The individual was declared hero of
; the period.

A year prior to the games, organizers
sent heralds throughout Greece and the
Greek colonies to announce the starting

The illustrious games go back to legend-
ary times when Greek gods contested in
Olympia for supremacy. (The Olympic Games get their
name from Mount Olympus in northern Greece, the dwell-
ing-place of the gods.) Zeus defeated his father Cronus,
a Titan, in wrestling, dethroning him and ushering in his
own cult in the sanctuary. Apollo defeated Ares in boxing,
while Hermes, from whose name hermeneutics is derived,
excelled in running. Heracles organized the first track
events, deciding on the site and size of the first stadium.
He crowned the winner of the track (192 meters, or 630

feet) with a wild olive branch, kotinos, which he brought
from a northern land and planted there. Olympia, a sacred
sanctuary, hosted the games with religious accuracy, to
honor Zeus. The motto of the event was a healthy mind
in a healthy body. Participation was for males only.

The games started in 776 B.C. This starting year became
Anno Olympia I. They continued for a whole millen-

date. To ensure safe traveling for all, a
sacred truce was imposed for the whole
month of the celebration. Wars ceased and death penalties
were deferred. The games were held every fourth year. The
intervening four-year period was called an Olympiad.

During Roman domination, the games suffered a num-
ber of infringements, until they were put on a fresh course
under the reign of Hadrian, a pro-Hellenist Emperor
(A.D. 117-138). But the death-knell tolled two centuries
later when Byzantine Emperor Theodosius I found them
offensive to the newly adopted religion. He forbade them
with a decree (393), and Theodosius II sanctioned the
ban (426). For nearly fifteen centuries, there would be no
Olympic Games.

The Isthmian Games were introduced in Corinth and
repeated triennially. The apostle Paul stayed eighteen
months in Corinth (see Acts 18:11). It is quite possible
that Paul could have attended these games. In his writing,
he freely employs all sorts of illustrations from real life in
order to make a point. Among them are games, particularly
races, which draw Christians’ attention to the seriousness
of the spiritual contest which must end victoriously. Paul
reminds his fellow-contestant Timothy about the value of
following the godly course: “... while bodily training is of
some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds
promise for the present life and also for the life to come,”
(1 Timothy 4:8).

As the Olympic idea was born out of ancient religious
consideration, so the games metaphorically apply to the
race that Christians run. Later on Tertullian (c. 160-230)
would draw an amazing parallelism:

* God the Father is the great organizer of the games

* Christ the Redeemer is the great ruler of the games

* The Holy Spirit, the Counselor, is the great trainer of
the games
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» Eternal life is the great gift of the games

The paramount Ruler in life’s contest, Himself the absolute
winner, commended His followers during His earthly years:
“You are those who continued with me in my trials,” (Luke
22:28). In this context, our lives should be masterfully
supervised, thoroughly disciplined, accurately harmonized
for the all-surpassing reward. These implications come
through clearly from the New Testament.

been besmirched and ultimately ruined, and their associa-
tion with narcotics causes inevitable damage to body and
mind. We hesitate to think of those in the arena of faith
who only pretend to be running a proper race. The rules
so plainly stated in the Scriptures are not upheld, and their
conduct and mien subtly betray them. But “blessed is the
man who endures trial, for when he has stood the test he
will receive the crown of life which God has promised to

those who love him,” (James

I. Christ’s Call Involves a
Clear Conquest

The challenging motto
of the Olympics has already
been mentioned. Could any-
one acquainted with the faith
of Christ argue about the
basic goal of the Christian?
There are strict rules and
regulations in sports which
every contestant is obliged
to follow when competing.
Similarly, the pilgrimage of
faith requires a healthy con-
test for an effective race and
superlative triumph: “So run,
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1:12; cf. Jude 3).

We recall what Paul said to
the Galatian Christians who
had made a proper start but
were wavering: “You were
running well; who hindered
you from obeying the truth?”
(Gal. 5:7) Against this behav-

ior, Paul sets forth his own
\ strictly disciplined lifestyle and
contest for the faith. “Well, I
do not run aimlessly, I do not
box as one beating the air; but
I pummel my body and sub-
due it, lest after preaching to
others I myself should be dis-
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that you may obtain it,” (1
Cor. 9:24). This truth brings
to recollection the night-long prayer vigil of the pioneer
wrestler Jacob who, following a determined contest, was
declared winner (see. Genesis 32:24-28). Striving rightly
in the arena of faith has paramount significance: “An ath-
lete is not crowned unless he competes according to the
rules,” (2 Tim. 2:5).

Sometimes people set their own rules and preferences
in the battle of faith. Can such a serious contest ever be
carried on following personal options or caprices? Athletes
who transgress the recognized rules are held accountable
for their behavior. Without assuming the stance of self-
righteous judges, should we not lovingly call the attention
of men and women, young and old among us who are
misbehaving in life’s and eternity’s most solemn contest?
“Every athlete exercises self-control in all things,” (1 Cor.
9:25a). Yet deviation from the rules of faith and norms
of ethics can very easily creep in! Sin viruses, recurring
temptations, frequent offenses are ever ready to slow us
down and cause defeat.

Without question, the cardinal offense and cause of
disgrace among countless sports people in the last thirty to
forty years has been the shameful use of anabolic steroids.
Violation of the rules has become quite common in the
sports field. Victory through the back door continues to
be a temptation. A number of big names everywhere have

qualified,” (1 Cor. 9:26,27).
Again in Galatians, we find
another reference to his own utmost dedication to a proper
contest: “...lest somehow I should be running or had run
in vain,” (Gal. 2:2b). The foremost Christian does not
hesitate for a moment to remind us lesser luminaries how
seriously he takes the noble race set before him, as well
as the unfailing resource from which he draws the needed
energy and sustenance. “For this I toil, striving with all
the energy which he mightily inspires within me,” (Col.
1:29). He stresses the crucial ending of the race, and the
triumph of the person who takes the contest earnestly:
“Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete,
but only one receives the prize? So run that you may be
able to obtain it,” (1 Cor. 9:24).

It is worth moving on to another New Testament writer
to see how he is admonishing a company of believers whose
beginnings had been heart-warming, but at the time of
writing they were struggling, having to cope with unfavor-
able circumstances. They had encountered problems due
largely to external adversaries. “Therefore we must pay the
closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away
from it... How shall we escape if we neglect such a great
salvation?” (Heb. 2:1, 3a). The writer earnestly invites
these wavering believers to sobriety and pragmatic reality.

This leads us to the second implication.

a Continues in the next issue.
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Rychleji, vyse, silnéji
Thomas Cosmades

1. Cast

svét. Lidé touzi po nécem bez nasili. Ctyflety cyklus

olympijsky her za ucasti v§ech narodd takové uvolnéni
nabizi. Moderni Olympijské hry byly obnoveny v rocel896
zasluhou francouzského barona Pierre de Coubertina a za
podpory Reka Demetria Vikelase. Je v nich zachycen symbol
historického motta CITIUS, ALTIUS, FORTIUS.

Plivod proslavenych her I1ze vystopovat az do legendarniho
obdobi, kdy fecti bohové v Olympii soutéZili o svrchovanost.
Zeus porazil mohutného Cronuse—svého otce—v zapase,
zbavil ho trinu a zavedl sviij vlastni kult ve svatyni. Misto
bylo pojmenovano podle hory Olympus v severnim Recku,
kde prebyvali bohové. Apollo porazil Arese v boxu, zatimco

S tale nové brutalni utoky ptisobi strach, ktery ovlada dnesni

pokladal hry za pohanské a zakazal je (roku 393). Theodosius
II. tento zakaz zpecetil (r. 426), uvadé€jic tak novou éru bez
Olympiady. Zakaz trval t¢émér 15 stoleti. Ve skutecnosti se v§ak
jednalo o zZarlivost mezi soupefi v literatufe a atletice.
Isthmianské hry v Korintu byly organizovany az pozdéji
a opakovaly se kazdé tfi roky. Apostol Pavel se tam zdrzel
osmnast mésici (Skutky 18:11). Je docela mozné, Ze se
té€chto her zucastnil. Pisatel tohoto oddilu pouziva pfiklady k
povzbuzeni z oblasti sportu. Olympijské hry zaujaly kiestany
do té miry, Ze je pouzivali jako aplikaci do duchovniho Zivota,
ktery musi kon¢it vitézstvim. V Pavlovych i v dalSich epiStolach
nachazime mnoho odkazi, které jsou aplikovany konkrétné
do oblasti viry. Pavel pfipomind svému spolusucastniku,

Hermes—podle néhoz byl pojmenovan
umélecky smér hermeneutika—vynikal
v béhu. Héraclés zorganizoval prvni
drahové discipliny. Stanovil také polohu

Timoteovi, hodnoty praktické zboznosti:
,Cviceni téla je uziteCné pro malo véci,
" avSak zbozZnost je uzite¢na pro vSechno a

ma zaslibeni pro Zivot nyn€&;jsi i budouci.“

a rozlohu prvniho stadionu. Vitéze )I'k.._.e (I. Tim.4:8)
v draze na 192 metrii (nebo 630 stop) Tak jako ze starovékého nabozZenstvi
korupoval végeékem z divoké olivové - Vytihézela olympijska myél‘enka,
vétvicky—kotinos—kterou prinesl ze v pfeneseném vyznamu se hry aplikovaly
severu a zasadil. Olympia, posvatné do kfestanova usili. Zajimavou
misto, poradala hry s ndbozZenskou podobnost vyjadril pozdé€ji Tertulian
odevzdanosti k ucténi Zea. Motto bylo (asir.160-230):
v zdravém téle, zdravy duch. ZuCastnit se ¢ Bih Otec je nejlepSim organizatorem
mohli pouze muzi. her

Prvni olympijské hry se uskutecnily ¢ Jezi§ Vykupitel je nejlepSim viidcem
vroce 776 pf.n.l. Pokracovaly celé her
tisicileti bez preruseni, av§ak nékdy doslo ¢ Duch svaty, Radce, je nejlepSim
k zavaznym prestupkiim. Po¢ate¢ni rok trenérem

je znam jako Anno Olumpia I. Kralové

i pastyfi soutézili bok po boku. Pfi té pfilezitosti se soutézilo
rovnéZ v literature a sochafstvi. Basnici psali vzneSené fadky
velebici vitéze, sochafi ho poctili bustou. Tito jedinci byli
prohlaseni za hrdiny doby.

Datum blizicich se her bylo ohlaSovano rok dopfedu. Poslové
byli rozeslani po celém Recku a i do vzdalenych feckych kolonii.
Meésic pred zahajenim her bylo vyhlaseno posvatné priméri
mezi nepratelskymi mésty, aby byla zajiSténa bezpecnost pfi
cestovani. Valky utichly, tresty smrti byly odlozZeny. Staleti
pozdé€ji, vroce 1916, 1940 a 1944 se moderni olympiada
nekonala vzhledem ke dvéma svétovym valkam. Nejprve se
hry poradaly kazdych pét let. Zavedeni ¢tyfletého cyklu bylo
pojmenovano Olympiadou.

Béhem fecké nadvlady byly hry zanedbavany, aZ panovani
Hadrianovo, pro-helénického cisafe (r. 117-138 n.l.), je
znovu obnovilo. Dvé stoleti poté v§ak bylo hram odzvonéno.
Byzanstsky cisaf Theodosius 1., po pfijeti nového nabozZenstvi,

e VéCny Zivot je odménou her
Svrchovany vladce v Zivotnim b&éhu—On, absolutni vitéz—
chvali své nasledovniky v dobé svého pobytu na Zemi: ,,Vy jste
ti, kdo se mnou v mych zkouskach vytrvali.“ (Lukas$ 22:28)
V této souvislosti by mél byt nas Zivot pod perfektnim vedenim,
dokonale usmérnovan, doladovan k dosazeni plné odmény. Tyto
aplikace vychazeji jasné z Nového Zakona.

I. Kristovo povolani vyzaduje naprosté podrobeni

Sportovni symbol Olympiddy byl jiZz zminén. Mohl by
néjaky vyznavac viry v JeziSe Krista argumentovat o hlavnim
poslani kiestana? Ve sportu plati pfisna pravidla, kterym se
kazdy soutézici musi podfidit a podle nich soutézit. Podobné
i cesta viry vyZaduje zdravou soutéZivost k efektivnimu béhu
a k nejvétSimu triumfu: ,Tak bézte, abyste dosahli“ (1.Kor.
9:24). Prukopnik zapaseni, Jakob, nam tuto pravdu pripomina
v noénim bdéni na modlitb€. Byl rozhodnuty vyhrat a také
byl prohlasen za vitéze (viz Genesis 32:24-28). Poctivy zapas
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v oblasti viry ma za nasledek nejvyssi odménu: ,,Atlet nebude
odménén, nezavodi-li podle pravidel® (2. Tim.2:5).

Mnozi si stanovili sva vlastni pravidla na poli viry. Maze
skute¢na soutéz probihat podle vlastnich pravidel? Sportovci,
budou zodpovédni za prekroCeni ¢i nedodrZeni stanovenych
pravidel. NemuzZeme s laskou zvat muze a Zeny, mladé a staré
vécnosti, pokud se nestaneme spravedlivymi soudci sami sobé.
,Kazdy zavodnik se podrobuje vSestranné kazni“ (1. Kor. 9:25a).
K uchyleni se od pravidel viry a norem etiky miiZe velice snadno
dojit. NakaZeni hfichem, opakovanad pokuSeni, prileZitostné
urazky maji vZdy za nasledek zpomaleni a nakonec porazku.

Za poslednich tficet aZ Ctyficet let se pouzivani anabolickych
steroidd (dopingu) stalo beze sporu hlavni pfi¢inou prohry a
divodem hanby mnohych sportovcl. Porusovani stanovenych
pravidel je mezi sportovci celkem bézné. Vitézstvi ziskané
podvodnym zplisobem zlistava nebezpecné pritazlivé. Mnoho
slavnych jmen bylo poS§pinéno a nakonec znemoZnéno.
Uzivatelim je pfipominano, Ze pouZivani narkotic nevyhnutelné
ni¢i télo i mysl. Tuto skutecnost si nedavame do souvislosti
vlastni §kod¢, vlastnim vzevienim budou zakefné zrazeni. Jasné
stanovena pravidla v Pismu se nedodrzuji. ,,Blahoslaveny ¢lovék,
ktery obstoji pfi zkousSce; kdyz se osvédci, dostane vaviin Zivota,
jejz Pan zaslibil tém, kdo Ho miluji“ (Jakubl:12, viz Juda 3).

Piipomenme si Pauvliv hnév viici kiestanim v Galatii, ktefi
odstartovali Cestné. Podle psanych episStol vSak pochybujeme:
,Bé&Zeli jste dobre. Kdo vam zabranil, abyste se drzeli pravdy?“
(Gal. 5:7) Pavel poukazuje na vlastni pfisnou sebekontrolu a
boj na poli viry, jako obranu proti vaznému uchyleni se: ,, Ja tedy
bézim ne jako bez cile; bojuji ne tak, jako bych daval rany do
prazdna. Ranami nutim své télo ke kazni, abych snad, kdyZ kazu
jinym, sam neselhal.“ (1. Kor. 9:26,27) V souvislosti s Pavlovym
pristupem ke Galatskym, setkavame se s dal§im odkazem jeho
odevzdani: “...aby snad moje nyné&jsi i drivéjsi usili nebylo
nadarmo® (Gal.2:2b). Nejprednéjsi kiestan nevaha poukazat
na to, jak vazné bere vzneSené poslani i zdroj, ze kterého Cerpa
potfebnou energii a silu. ,,O to se snaZim a zapasim tak, jak on
ve mné pusobi svou silou“ (Kol. 1:29). Vyzdvihuje dilezitou
fazi zavodu, vit€zstvi Clovéka, ktery bere zavod vazné: ,Nevite
snad, Ze ti, ktefi béZi na zavodni draze, béZi sice vSichni, ale jen
jeden dostane cenu? BéZte tak, abyste ji ziskali“ (1. Kor.9:24).

Stoji se za to podivat na dalSiho pisatele Nového Zakona,
ktery napomina horlivé véfici. V dob€, kdy jim psal, se potykali
s novymi nepfiznivymi okolnostmi. Problémy vznikaly vét§inou
diky vnéjSimu protivenstvi. ,Proto se tim vice musime drZet toho,
co jsme slySeli, abychom nebyli strzeni proudem... jak bychom
mohli uniknout my, pohrdneme-li tak slavnym spasenim?* (Zid.
2:1,3a). Pisatel viele vyzyva tyto zvyklané vérici k stfislivozti a
opravdovosti. Tyto myslenky nas vedou k druhé aspektu:

Prelozila NataSa Legierska
Pokracovdni v pristim cisle.

Editorial ... Pokracovani ze strany 50

z pohledu okoli na mohutnost vykonaného ¢inu. Jist€, mohutny ¢in
nelze nechat bez povSimnuti. Mne vSak zaujaly ¢iny malé, které svou
mohutnosti pfedci velké ¢iny, a presto nejsou vnimany. Nemam na
mysli ¢iny, které mtiZeme ohmatat a ové€fit si jejich pevnou strukturu.
Jsou to Ciny, které lovéka obklopuji a provazi zivotem. Projevuji se
v riznych formach a intezité, nikdy vSak nasilné. Proto Castokrat
zlstavaji bez povSimnuti.

Brzy budeme svédky velkych Cinli a prekonanych rekordi v
pribéhu olympiady. Snad kazda domacnost bude s nap€tim sledovat
vysledky velkych sportovcli. Mezi nimi jisté budou hrdi otcové
i matky, které stanou na stupnich vitézi. Jejich déti si vSak Cas,
kterym bylo dosahnuto vitézstvi nezapamatuji tak, jako Cas, jez byl
rodi¢i détem vénovan. Ocenime stejnym zptisobem béZce v cili jako
Clovéka, ktery dotlacil invalidni vozik se svym Zivotnim partnerem na
urc¢ené misto? Ktery je z téchto ¢inti vét§im ¢inem? Velkym Cinem
miizZe byt i laskavy usmév. Prikladi je jisté mnoho.

Ciny ¢lovéka jsou podminény stupném jeho charakteru.
Po predsevzeti nasleduje ¢in. Kniha Pfislovi na tuto navaznost
upozornuje: ,,Uval na Hospodina Ciny své a budou upevnéna
predsevzeti tva.“ (Pfislovi 16, 4 BK) Sila charakteru ¢lovéka se
odrazi v jeho vztahu k Bohu. V jeho Cinech je odraz Bozi tvare,
lasky zjevené na kfizi Pana JeziSe Krista.

Predpokladem kiestana je silny, zdravy charakter. Charakter, ktery
je schopen vnimat velké Ciny, i kdyby se zdaly byt sebenepatrnéjsimi.
Tajemstvi spociva v podrizeni viile ¢lovéka vili Bozi jako nejvyssi
autorité. Ve stupni podrfizeni se Bozi vili je ukryta sila lidské viile.

Heslo letosniho konvenéniho setkani jasné hovofi o charakteru
kiestana. Dal nam ,ducha moci a milovani a mysli zpisobné“
(kralicky preklad). Je to Bozi viili tvofeny charakter projevujici se
v lidské vili, ovliviiujici chovani kazdého kiestana a projevujici se
v jeho Zivoté. Na nevyslovenou otazku necht si odpovi kazdy ¢tenafr
sam. Pokud otazka jasné nevyplyva z uvedenych fadk, napiste nam.
Kazdy pfispévek je vitan.

Natasa Legierskd, $éfredaktorka

a

f Check our Convention Web page: \
www.ab.edu/czslbaptconv
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Bible Study

Part 1

¢ are going to be studying in
three lessons the work of John
the Baptist. John was a man

filled with the Holy Spirit and the power
of God. Many political and religious fig-
ures in this world have coveted power. One
of the most erratic, dangerous and pathetic
figures of our time is Kim Jong Il. He is
the dictator of the rogue state of North
Korea. His power is based on an atheistic
and materialistic communist ideology. His
position was inherited from his father, not
because of any innate ability. Kim loves the
trappings of power. He has movie cameras
on hand to capture his daily activities to pre-
serve the glory of his actions for posterity.
He practically starves his people but spares
no expense for armaments and the devel-
opment of nuclear weapons. His foreign
policy is marked by bluster and unpredict-
able, irrational posturing. Much of Asia is
in a sense hostage to the effort to maintain
the mental balance of this paranoid meg-
alomaniac.

What a difference when compared to the
power that can be exercised in the life of
a man of God. We will be studying today
the nature of John’s power. What was its
source, its character?

l. John’s Power Was Not the Power of
the Palace

First of all John’s power did not derive
from his being a part of the political or reli-
gious hierarchy. John’s power was not the
power of the palace.

Look at verse one of Matthew 3. “In
those days came John the Baptist, preach-
ing in the wilderness of Judea.... Luke 3:1-2
makes it clear that the word of God did not
come to the secular or religious leadership:
“Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being gov-
ernor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch

John the Baptist:
The Power of the Prophet

Matthew 3:1-15

Dr. Richard Niswonger

of Ituraea and of the region of Trachoni-
tis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,
Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests,
the word of God came unto John the son
of Zacharias in the wilderness.” The word
of God did not come to the high priest. It
came to the desert prophet.

What was Jesus doing when John
received his revelation? In these early days
of the ministry of John, Jesus was still at
Nazareth unnoticed by the masses or lead-
ers. We do not know much about those
years of Jesus’ life and so they are often
called “the silent years.” But it may have
only been about six months before Jesus
began His ministry.

Il. John’s Power Was the Power of a
Prophet

We have made a negative statement
about the source of John’s power - what
it was not. It was not the power of the pal-
ace. But what was the source of it? It was
the power of a prophet. John the Baptist
was a transitional figure between the Old
Testament era and the New Testament age.
In many ways he was like an Old Testa-
ment prophet, especially in the sense that
he received his message as a revelation by
God’s Spirit. He was God’s messenger with
a divinely authenticated message. Micah
expressed the source of his authoritative

message in Micah 5:8 when he said, “For
truly I am full of power by the spirit of the
Lord....” Hosea begins his prophecy in a
way that is very similar to other prophetic
books. He begins by saying, “The word of
the Lord that came unto Hosea....”

The definition of the Hebrew word for a
prophet helps to clarify what the prophet’s
source of power is. The Hebrew word is
navi and it simply means “one who speaks
for another.” John did not speak by his own
lights when he proclaimed the coming of
messiah. He was speaking as the voice of
another. A good example of what a navi is
can be found in the relationship between
Moses and Aaron. In Exodus 7:1 the Lord
says to Moses, who was reluctant to speak
to Pharaoh, “Your brother Aaron will be
your prophet (navi)....” The Lord told
Moses that he should tell Aaron what to
say. Moses would be the source of the mes-
sage. It would be the word of Moses, but
it would be through the mouth of Aaron.
Aaron then was Moses’ prophet. Notice
what God says about Aaron to Moses, in
Exodus 4:16:

And he shall be thy spokesman unto the
people: and he shall be, [even] he shall be
to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt
be to him instead of God.

A prophet is a forthteller, not just a fore-
teller. Prophecy often includes foretelling a
future event, but sometimes that is not the
main concern. All of prophecy has to do
with giving forth the message. God’s mes-
sage is usually more concerned with how we
are to behave here and now rather than sat-
isfying our curiosity about the future. John
the Baptist fulfilled both roles of a prophet.
He gave forth a bold message and he pre-
dicted future judgment.

Ill. The Power of the Spirit

John received his power from the Holy
Spirit. This was announced before his birth.
When John’s father, Zechariah, served in
the temple, an angel of the Lord informed
him that his son would be “great in the
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sight of the Lord” and that he would be
“filled with the Holy spirit even from his
mother’s womb” (Luke 1:15).

Luke says (1:80) that “the child grew,
and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the
deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel.”

John developed physically but also spiri-
tually. Like Elijah at Zarephath, he had little
materially, but God ministered to him even
in the barren desert.

Israel had suffered a 400-year period
between the testaments when God did
not send an authoritative messenger. This
drought of prophets lasted from Malachi to
John. Amos had predicted (8:11) that there
would be “a famine of hearing the words of
the Lord.” We do not have prophets today,
in a literal sense. But pastors fulfill a pro-
phetic-like work when they proclaim the
Word, the scripture.

Look now at verse 2 of Matthew 3. Here
is John’s message: “And saying, ‘Repent
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.””
John called for a change of mind. He called
for a spiritual change that produced real
fruit, evidence of a new life. See verse 8:
“Bring forth fruits meet for repentance.”

Look at verse 3: “For this is he that was
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.””” Isaiah was speaking of the
return of Jewish exiles from Babylon. But
Matthew applies it to John. He was to pre-
pare the path for the coming of the mes-
siah. Malachi also had predicted the work
of John (Mal.3:1):

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and
he shall prepare the way before me: and the
Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come
to his temple, even the messenger of the
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he
shall come,” says the LORD of hosts.

Luke identifies John as the fulfillment of
the coming of Elijah. He sees John as hav-
ing the same prophetic and spiritual power
as Eljjah (Luke 1:17):

And he shall go before him in the spirit
and power of Eljjah, to turn the hearts of
the fathers to the children, and the disobe-
dient to the wisdom of the just; to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord.

IV. The Power Was Not Based on Ele-
gant Garb

Next notice verse four (Matt 3:4): “And
the same John had his raiment of camel’s

hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins;
and his meat was locusts and wild honey.”
Matthew certainly did not think John’s
power was based on being a classy dresser.
And this is one of the characteristics that
links him with Eljah. John was similar to
Elijah in several ways. They were alike in
dress, in their message, and in their desert
experience. Notice what 2 Kings 1:7,8 says
about Elijah’s appearance:

And [King Ahaziah] said unto [his mes-
sengers], “What manner of man [was he]
which came up to meet you, and told you
these words?” And they answered him,
“[He was] an hairy man, and girt with a
girdle of leather about his loins.” And he
said, “It [is] Elijah the Tishbite.”

Elijjah stood out like a white crow. So did
John. They were also similar in their style
of preaching. They told it like it was.

V. The Power Was in the Message

John’s power stems then from his pro-

phetic office, from his empowerment by
the Holy Spirit, but also from the kind of
message he preached. Let us read the next
few verses (Matt. 3:5-7):
“Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all
Judea, and all the region round about Jor-
dan, and were baptized of him in Jordan,
confessing their sins. But when he saw many
of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his
baptism, he said unto them, ‘O generation
of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come?””

In other words, “What is your motiva-
tion? What is the real reason you are here?”
They lacked sincerity in baptism. Probably
they came down to the riverside because the
prophet had great influence. He was a pow-
erful force with the people, and they wanted
to maintain their own place of respect in
society. Calling religious leaders vipers is not
considered good platform etiquette today.
A few years ago I wrote a review of a book
called Uncommon Civility. It was a call for
religious and political leaders to calm down
their often abusive rhetoric. John probably
never read a book like that. But when you
are God’s messenger you have to speak his
message and let the chips fall where they
may.

Notice verse nine. “And think not to
say within yourselves, “We have Abra-
ham as [our] father,” for I say unto you,
that God is able of these stones to raise up
children unto Abraham.” Paul warned the

church at Galatia not to be too impressed
with ethnic origins. God is at work among
all nations. The promise is not simply to
the biological but to the spiritual descen-
dants of Abraham. Jesus said to the Phari-
sees who boasted of their lineage that He
could raise up heirs to Abraham from the
rocks. We should never think that we can
inherit salvation from our parents. It is a
personal and individual decision we must
make to accept Christ.

In verse ten John warns the nation’s
leadership that judgment is at hand: “And
now also the axe is laid unto the root of the
trees: therefore every tree which brings not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into
the fire.” The figure of the tree represents
Israel. Jesus indicated the same distress at
the fruitlessness of Israel. During passion
week He cursed a fig tree that had no fruit,
then cleansed the temple, because God’s
people were not bearing fruit; a house of
prayer had become a house of corrupt busi-
nessmen.

VI. A Greater Power Was Present
Despite the greatness of the Baptizer, a
greater power arrived on the scene. Look at
Matt 3:11, “I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance: but he that comes after me
is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not wor-
thy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost, and [with] fire:” John talks about two
baptisms. The baptism of the spirit is fulfilled in
the coming of the spirit on the church at Pente-
cost. The baptism of fire does not refer, I think,
to the tongues of fire at that event but to the
later destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.
Look finally at verses 12-14: “‘His win-
nowing fork is in his hand, and he will thor-
oughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat
into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff
with unquenchable fire.” Then came Jesus from
Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of
him.
But John forbad him, saying, ‘I have need to
be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?’
In His baptism Jesus identified with all His
children who would later be baptized as a sym-
bol of their identification with Jesus Christ.
Although John’s baptism was a baptism of
repentance, it could not be that for a sinless
savior. That is why John was so reluctant. Jesus
assured him that there was a purpose in his bap-
tism. Faithful John obeyed his Lord.

a
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a Cias Krista bol svet zjednoteny tak
z ako nikdy predtym. Jednotny jazyk
zabezpecoval rychle Sirenie evanjelia.
Jednotna politika s obrovskou mocou
zotrela staré narodné hranice, a tak ludia
mohli slobode cestovat v ramci poznaného
sveta. Tieto ojedinelé¢ podmienky boli vel'mi
podstatné pre Sirenie novej viery.

Alexander Velky. 300 rokov pred
narodenim Krista, Alexander Velky pri
svojej tuzbe dobyt cely svet sposobil to, Ze
grécka kultura a jazyk (o ktorych veril, Ze
su nadradené nad ostatné) sa rozSirili do
roznych civilizacii.

Rimskari$a. Po diioch Alexandra Velkého
zacCalo na svojom vplyve naberat mesto na
rieke Tiber v Taliansku-Rim. Hranice
Rimskeho impéria siahali od Spanielska po
Arménsko a od Britanie aZ po Saharu, avSak
jazyk a kultura boli grécke-helenistické.

Rimsky vladca Augustus zabezpecil pre
svoje impérium stabilitu a prosperitu. A
teda svet, do ktorého sa narodil JeZi§ poznal
uz asi 25 rokov mier-Pax Romana. AvSak
bol to mier, ktory bol nastoleny okupaciou.
A tak mnohy v Izraeli o¢akavali Starym
zakonom zaslubeného MesiaSa, ktory by
ziskal nezavislost a zarucil prosperitu pre
Palestinu. Krajina ¢akala....

Cela historia smerovala k tomuto
momentu. Augustus v Rime si nikdy nebol
pomyslel, Ze Boh ho viedol k moci, aby
priniesol svetu mier a tak umoznil fTudom
slobodne cestovat. Alexander Velky si taktiez
nemyslel, Ze Boh si ho pouzil k tomu, aby
zaviedol jednotny jazyk, ktory bude pouzity
ako médium, prostrednictvom ktorého sa
Tudia dozvedia o zjaveni BoZej milosti.

Jan Krstitel (4 BC-27AD), podla
vSetkych Styroch evanjelii bol predchodca/
posol Jezisa Krista. Narodil sa v Judei,
rodiCcom Zachariasovi, ktory bol knaz,
a Alzbete, ktora bola rodina Marii-JeZiSovej
matke. Janovo narodenie, tak ako aj narodenie
Pana JeziSa bolo zazra¢ne predpovedané. Jan
je taktiez spomenuty v dielach Zidovského

Jan Krstitel”
Muz zmocneny Duchom

Lubos Dzuriak

Uvod

historika-Jozefusa. Jan bol Nazarejec od
narodenia a bol pripravovany na svoju sluzbu
niekol'’koro¢nym pobytom a sebadisciplinou
na pusti (pozri 4. MojziSova 6:2-21). Vo
svojich 30 rokoch zacal kazat pri rieke Jordan.
Jeho odkaz bol na pokanie a pripravu na blizky
prichod Mesiasa. Svojich nasledovnikov
krstil vodou a to bol symbol prichodu Ducha
Svitého a Jeho krstu. Pokrstenim JeziSa sa
jeho uloha ako predchodcu naplnila a jeho
sluzba sa nasledne zacala bliZit ku svojmu
koncu. Jan sa dostal do vdzenia, ked'ze
napominal Heroda Antipasa, Ze sa oZenil so
Zenou svojho brata Filipa (Lukas 3:1-20).
Na ziadost Salome, dcéry Heriodiady bol Jan
staty (Matus 14:3-11). Jan Krstitel je Casto
v umeni zobrazovany ako ma oble¢ené rucho
z tavej koZe, nosi palicu a zvitok so slovami
,Ecce Agnus Dei“ alebo ,HI'a, Baranok Bozi“
a to ako citat z Evanjelia podla Jana 1:29.
V case JeziSa vladla v Palestine Dynastia
Herodesovcov, ktora v§ak bola zna¢ne zavisla
na moci Rima. Zakladatelom dynastie bol
Antipater, ktory mal syna Antipatra II. Syn
Antipatra II bol Herodes Velky, ktory neskor
dal aj meno tejto dynastii. Herodes Velky
sa vel'mi snazil dodrZiavat Zidovsky zakon,
aby sa zapacil Tudu. Z tohto dévodu dal
taktieZ postavit chram a obnovil Sanhedrin-
najvyssiu zidovsku radu/sud. Napriek tomu
podporoval helenizaciu a podpisal sa pod

zveladenie mnohych Zidovskych miest,
najmé Jeruzalema. Herodes Vel'ky sa oZenil
10 krat a tieto jeho rodiny neskor navzajom
superili v palaci o postavenie. Herodes
Velky zo strachu o moc dal dokonca
zavrazdit mnohych clenov svojej vlastnej
rodiny. Toto jeho Sialenstvo ho viedlo aj k
vyvrazdeniu nevinnych deti pri JeZiSovom
narodeni (Matus 2). Herodes Vel'ky rozdelil
svoje kralovstvo medzi svojich troch synov
Archelausa, Herodesa Antipasa a Philipa.

Herodes Antipas (tetrarcha Gelileje
a Perei) bol ten, ktory dal stat Jana Krstitela
a tieZ to bol on, kto vladol v Case JeziSovej
smrti. Herodes Antipas sa rozviedol so svojou
Zenou aby sa mohol oZenit s Herodiadou,
Zenou svojho brata Filipa. Tato aféra mu
priniesla mnoho nepriatelov a neskoér ho
Herodiadine ambicie totalne zruinovali.

Herodes Agrippa I a jeho syn Herodes
Agrippa II boli poslednymi vyznamnymi
¢lenmi Herodesovej dynastie.

1. Cast
Matig 3:1-17

Jan Krstitel

(Mk 1.2-8; Lk 3.1-20)

1 V tych dnoch vystupil Jan Krstitel,
kazal na pusti Judskej 2 a hovoril: Pokanie
¢inte, lebo sa pribliZilo kralovstvo nebeské.
3 Toto je totiz ten, o ktorom povedal
prorok 1zaias: Hlas volajiiceho na pusti:
Pripravujte Pdnovi cestu, vyrovndvajte
Mu chodniky. 4 Tento Jan mal odev z
tavej srsti, okolo bedier koZzeny opasok a
pokrmom boli mu kobylky a pol'ny med.
5 Vtedy vychadzal k nemu Jeruzalem

a celé Judsko, aj celé okolie Jordanu,

6 vyznavali svoje hriechy a davali sa mu
krstit v rieke Jordan.

7 Ked vSak videl, Ze mnohi z farizejov a
sadukajov prichadzajui na krst, povedal im:
Vreteni¢ie plemeno, kto vam ukazal, ako
uniknut nastavajucemu hnevu?

8 Vydavajte teda ovocie hodné pokania.
9 A nemyslite, Ze si moZete povedal: Ved
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mame otca Abrahama! Lebo hovorim vam,
Ze Boh z tychto kamenov moze vzbudif
deti Abrahamovi. 10 Ale sekera je uz
priloZena na korene stromov; kazdy strom
teda, ktory nerodi dobré ovocie, vytnu a
hodia do ohna.

11 Javas krstim vodou na pokanie, ale Ten,
ktory prichadza za mnou, je mocnejsi ako
ja; nie som hoden niest Mu sandale; On
vas bude krstit Duchom Svatym a ohfiom.
12 Vjeho ruke je vejacka, vyc€isti si humno
a svoju pSenicu zhromazdi do obilnice, ale
plevy spali v neuhasitelnom ohni.
Pokrstenie JeZisa
(Mk 1.9-11; Lk 3.21-22; Jn 1.29-34)

13 Vtedy priSiel JeZi§ z Galiley k Jordanu
ku Janovi, aby sa mu dal pokrstit.

14 On Mu vS8ak odporoval a povedal: Ja
by som sa mal dal pokrstit Tebe, a Ty
prichadzas ku mne?

15 Ale JeZi§ mu povedal: Nechaj to teraz!
Lebo tak sa nam slusi naplnit vSetku
spravodlivost. Povolil Mu teda.

16 Ked bol JeZi§ pokrsteny, hned vystupil
z vody, a hla, otvorili sa nebesa a videl
Ducha Bozieho, ktory zostupoval ako
holubica a prichadzal na Neho.

17 A hla, z neba bolo pocut hlas: Toto
je moj milovany Syn, v ktorom sa mi
zaltubilo.

Jezisova priprava na sluzbu

Matus nahle skace od udalosti tykajucich
sa JeZiSovho narodenia priamo do jeho
dospelosti. Okrem tej jedinej udalosti,
ked ako dvanastro¢ny Jezis uci v chrame
(Lukas 2:41-52), ziadne z kanonickych
evanjelii neopisuju udalosti uplynulych
rokov. A tak mame len zopar informacii
o JeziSovej identite a jeho nastavajlcej
misii. Naopak, apokryfické evanjelia
popisuju JeZiSove ,tajné roky“ mnohymi
zazraCnymi skutkami, ktoré Jezi§ pouzil
v svoj prospech. TaktieZ v nich najdeme
rozne JeziSove ezoterické ucenia a cesty
do exotickych krajin.

Udalosti 3. a 4. kapitoly su datované
do roku 27 nasSho letopoCtu a su
zamerané na pripravu a uvedenie JeziSa
do verejnej sluzby. Tato priprava pozostava
z mesiasSského proroka a predchodcu
(3:1-12), JeziSovho pokrstenia (3:13-17)
a pokuSania (4:1-11). Matus (4:12-16)
uzatvara tato stat JeziSovej pripravy
typickou citaciou naplnenia pisma.

1. Jan Krstitel': Prorok a predchodca
Mesiasa (3:1-12)

Tradi¢né Zidovské oGakavanie MesiaSa
zahrnovalo proroka, ktory bude predchadzat
a poukazovat na mesiasa. 5. MojZziSova
18:18 hovori o prorokovi ako bol Mojzi§,
ktorého cely Izrael ma posluchat. Tento text
sa stal zakladom pre oCakavanie takéhoto
proroka. Niektory oCakavali doslova Eliasa,
ktory sa mal vratit z neba (pozri Malachias
3:23). Jan Krstitel nepasuje do Ziadnej
zo §ablon, aviak spifia rolu proroka. Viac
o jeho sluzbe sa dozvedame v 11:2-19 ako
aj v ostatnych evanjeliach: Lukas 1:11-17
aJan 1:19-34; 3:22-36. Vel'mi zaujimavé
mimokanonické potvrdenie Janovho
odkazu a sluzby sa nachadza v dielach
Zidovského historika Jozefusa.

a. Janova sluzba (3:1-6)

3:1-3 Matus najprv predstavuje Jana, kym
bol a poukazuje na to, ako sa napliia Pismo.
LV tych dinoch® (v. 1) hovori o diioch
Kristovho Zivota. Medzi 2. a 3. kapitolou je
asi 30-roény casovy rozdiel. Matus uvadza
Jana ako toho—kto priSiel, aby krstil Tudi.
Nazyva ho kazatelom alebo presnejSie ako
toho kto rozprava ako posol. Jan kazal
Bozie posolstvo ako prorok v Judskej pusti,
ktora sa nachadza na juh od Jeruzalema. To
nam mozno pripomina putovanie Izraela
po pusti skor ako vstupili do zaslibenej
krajiny. Jan tiezZ pripravoval cestu pre toho,
ktory mal znovu sformovat Bozi Iud. Pan
Jezi$ taktiez pobudol na pusti urCity cas
(4:1-11).

Jan kazal o pokani z hriechov. On
teda ocakaval mesiaSovu misiu, tak ako je
opisana v 1:21. Slovo pokdnie v gréctine
znamena zmena mysle alebo postoja, avsak
v Starom Zakone slovo pokanie znamenalo
aj zmenu sprdavania. Janova vyzva bola
zaloZena na jeho pevnom presvedceni, Ze
sa bliZi nova epocha Tudskych dejin.

,Kralovstvo nebeské® je vlastne
parafraza pre ,kralovstvo BoZie“. To
odraza zidovské zbozné vynechavanie
Bozieho mena. Tento vyraz sa nachadza iba
v Matusovi a nachadza sa tam az 33 krat.
,Nebeské kralovstvo“ zrejme odzrkadluje
aj fakt, Ze vSetka moc a vlada v nebi je dana
JeziSovi.

Pismo hovori o ,,nebeskom kralovstve®
ako o kralovstve pritomnom ako aj
budiucom. Nebeské kralovstvo nie je

momentalne Specifikované geograficky,
avsak je evidentné v Case a priestore tych,
ktori akceptuju Janov a JeZiSov odkaz
a za¢nu uskutocnovat Bozie zamery pre
svoje zivoty ako aj Zivoty inych.

Vers 3 zobrazuje Jana Krstitela ako
naplnenie IzaidSa 40:3. Kontext [zaiasa
40-66 hovori o obnove Izraela v poslednych
¢asoch. Jan ohlasuje obnovu Izraela
a poZehnanie Bozieho I'udu. Tak, ako cesty
boli v staroveku Castokrat opravované
z dovodu prechodu kralovskej rodiny, tak aj
Jan vola k vybudovaniu ,dial'nice svitosti®
(Iz 35:8), k navrateniu k moralnemu
Zivotu vo svetle BoZieho prichodu v osobe
Jezisa.

3:4-6 Matus opisuje Janov odev podobne
ako je opisany odev Eliasa (2. Kralov 1:8) a
jeho strava je podobna tej, aku mali Iudia tej
doby byvajuci na pusti. A tak ako odey, tak aj
strava poukazuju na uspornost a odriekanie,
a su v sulade s jeho vyzvou k pokaniu. Jan
je ocividne charizmatickou osobou, ktora
priftahuje zastupy. Ludia ho vitaju a on
vita Iudi. Zmena vSak nastava vo versi 7,
kde sa objavuju Zidovski oficialni vodcovia,
ktori predovSetkym neprijimali BozZie
nové zjavenie. Zastupy ktoré prichadzali
robit verejné pokanie dokazovali svoje
odhodlanie krstom. Tym vlastne uznavali,
Ze nie su schopni splnit Bozie Standardy,
avS§ak Ze maju tuzbu zmenif svoj Zivot

a svoje sposoby. Grécke sloveso prichddzat

je vtomto pripade v priebehovom tvare
a teda naznacuje, Ze Janova misia trvala
isté obdobie.

Zidia ¢asto praktizovali krst dospelych
ponorenim do vody, a tym zasvicovali
pohanov do Judaizmu (Prozelyti). Essénska
komunita v Qumrane praktizovala denne
ritual krstu, a to ako znak ocistovania
z hriechu. AvSak Janova vyzva ku
jednorazovému krstu pre tych, ktori sa
narodili ako Zidia bola bezprecedentna.
Jan tvrdil, Ze nikoho pdvod automaticky
nezarucuje jeho vztah s Bohom. Tak ako to
raz niekto povedal, Ze ,,Boh neméa vnucata,
ale len synov a dcéry“. Clenstvo nagich
rodicov v nejakej nabozZenskej komunite
nemoze nahradit naSe osobné odovzdanie
sa Bohu. Krst v rieke naznacuje, Ze [udia boli
bud’ ponoreni alebo im bola vyliata voda na
hlavu. AvS§ak historické dokazy potvrdzuju,

Ze ponorenie bolo viac pravdepodobné.
a
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815 Annual Rally of the Czechoslovak Baptist
Women’s Missionary Union

Saturday, July 10, 2004, in Philippi, West Virginia

open-heart surgeries. He gave thanks to God for allowing
him to continue in this vital ministry, over two million
tracts distributed in many countries.

Dottie introduced our speaker: Ruby Mikulencak, SIM
director of ministries in Ghana. She brought greetings from
the women’s group in northern Ghana, and from the Solc
family in Prague and from this last term in Ghana.

King Asa’s problem in 2 Chronicles 14—insurmount-
able difficulties! His faith was tested and he cried out to
God. Ruby reminded us that faith is not really faith until
tested. God enabled Ruby to oversee and have victory in
an overwhelming situation. Ruby also shared from Nahum
Q s part of the 95" Annual Czechoslovak Baptist 1;)7’ lh oW, God hzlpecli hg in atime of}tlrouble (her hOI.nE

Convention, President Dorothy Dvorak warmly wel- was brovetl 1nto“an vauabies sto en).. She was upset wit
God and asked, “Why? Why do bad things happen to good

d omdecihall prei.ent people?” She reminded
ane opence ¢ meeting us that it’s all right to ask

with prayer. We sang “A/l “why,” but we must never
Hail The Power Of Jesus question God’s love for

Name,” using three dif- . .
’ & us. We viewed a video of

ferent melodies, one for the ministry of SIM and
each verse. Four ladies read . . .
their partnership with the

verses on “power.” Deb . .
Bibl 11 f Africa.
Lev read Revelation 5:13; 1l C.O cge ot Altrica .VVC
were given an overall view

Judy Sivulka Shoff, Jer- of what God is doing in
emiah 9:23-24; Margaret Ghana

Holt, 2 Corinthians 12:9; President Dottie Dvorak

and Esther Tarr, Romans .
. presented Ruby with the
1:16. Esther also led us in .
Convention afghan.

prayer. We were favored We sang “All Power Is

with a quartet number by .
LT .. Given Unto Me,” and Susan
Deb Lev, Natasha Legierski, Donna Nesvadba and Miriam Devine closed the meeting in prayer from Phillipians 4:19-20.

Racinsky, e}ccompaniejd by Margaret Ho!t on the piano. Jane Widlicka
The business meeting was opened with prayer and the a
approval of the secretary’s and treasurer’s reports. This year’s
budget was discussed. A one-time gift to the Conven-
tion was given for youth /children’s ministry at the
Convention. Joan Rotar was unable to continue as
treasurer, and Grace Niswonger was selected to be
treasurer/corresponding secretary. Dianka Dzuriak
played a beautiful number on the piano during the
offering. Natasha Legierski gave a challenging report
on the far-reaching outreach of our Glorious Hope
publication — reaching people all over the world in
three languages. She encouraged us to support this
ministry in prayer, written contributions and finances.
Brother Joe Novak expressed his appreciation for our
support of his tract ministry and thanked us for pray-
ing for him the past two years as he underwent two
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Dvorak Receives Honorary Doctorate
from Alderson-Broaddus College.

he Rev. Robert Dvorak, President of the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of USA and Canada, received honorary Doctor of

Divinity Degree, honorus causus during 95" Annual Convention in Philippi, West Virginia.

Following are pictures from conveying of honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree and citation, delivered by President Markwood
upon the Rev. Robert Dvorak, on July 11, 2004.

Citation for President Robert Dvorak
Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree

e recognize today
Robert Dvorak for
his outstanding ser-

vice to the many different con-
gregations he has served and
to the Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention. Robert Dvorak
has been superintendent of the
East Coast Conference of the
Evangelical Covenant Church
since 1998. In this capacity he
is responsible for 60 congrega-
tions, for the Pilgrim Pines
Conference Center
and Camp Squanto,
a youth camp in New
Hampshire, and for the
New England Seafar-
ers Mission in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts,
and Providence, Rhode
Island.

Before that, he was
senior pastor of the
Winnetka Covenant
Church in Wilmette, Illinois, a com-
munity on the north shore of the
Greater Chicago Metropolitan Area.
Prior to coming in 1988 to this
position, Robert was a member of
the faculty of the Gordon-Cromwell
Theological Seminary, South Ham-
ilton, Massachusetts, for 15 years
(1973-1988), serving as associate pro-
tessor of worship and liturgies, director
of the Goddard Library, and a dean of
the school’s academic programming.

Robert Dvorak received his B.A.
degree from Taylor University, Upland,
IN; M.Div. degree from Westminster
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia,
PA; and M.A. degree from Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, Madison, WI. He
entered the Ph.D. program in Boston
University, Boston, MA, and completed
all course work for the program.

In 1996 Robert was elected
president of the Czechoslovak
Baptist Convention of the
United States and Canada. The
convention, now in its ninety-
fifth year, was co-founded in
1909 by Robert’s grandfather,
the late Pastor Vaclav Hlad,
whose ministries took place
in Chicago, Cleveland, Min-
neapolis, the state of Tennes-
see, and the former country
of Czechoslovakia. Today the
Czechoslovak Baptist Con-
vention exists as
an organization of
churches and indi-
vidual Christians
with backgrounds
of central Euro-
pean origin. The
convention’s mis-
sion interest and
outreach focus
on the Czech and
Slovak Republics.

Robert and his wife Dorothy
are the parents of three grown
children: a son, Robert Calvin
(Renee), employed by a Russell
Investment firm in Tacoma, WA;
a daughter, Dawn (Jonathan), a
fifth grade teacher in Ridge, NH,
and another daughter, Tracey, a
third grade teacher in Winnetka,
IL. Robert and Dorothy also have
five grandchildren.

Robert Dvorak, by reason of
your selfless and salutary work as
a pastor and leader of the Czecho-
slovak Baptist Convention, I am
honored to award you today the
honorary Doctor of Divinity
Degree, honorus causus.

]
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Trans World Radio The Listener's Post

A Theory on Relativity (not Einstein's)

1. Why are listener letters and other responses
to the radio programs so important?

2. Why do we count and report the number
of responses to the programs regularly?

3. Why is family important to us, and why do
we attend the CZ/SK convention each year?
4. What is the most important element taught in Scripture?

One word can answer each of these questions.

Taking the questions in reverse order, the key element of
all Scripture is our personal relationship with God. Family is
important to us because of the relationship we have with each
other. The same is true for the convention. We attend because
we want to maintain those great, old relationships. TWR counts
and reports on letters and responses to the programs because
we want to know something about the relationship between
programs and listeners.

So why are the actual responses to the programs so important?

Because it is by this means that we are able to develop relation-
ships with listeners. Only when the listener contacts us can we
know, in particular, how to help (pray), what to say, how to
encourage. But often they encourage us, which also builds our
relationship.

Talking about relationship, one Czech listener wrote, “Dear
siblings in the Lord Jesus, thank you very much for your broad-
cast....”

Another said, “I do look forward to the program “In Touch.”
It is a wonderful program that shows me how to deal with some
very difficult situations. With joy I take notes that I can return
to later. I am a child of God, newly born nine years ago, and I
still have much to learn.”

Finally, “Dear ones in Christ, my cordial greetings to you.
Thank you very much for a tape you sent, for the wish and a
song you aired to my 100-year-old mother. I thank the Lord
over and over again for your ministry.”

Pray that theory will become fact and relationships will grow,
between TWR and the listener as well as between each of us and
God himself.

Notes from Listeners of the Slovak Programs:

“Praise the Lord that He allows broadcasting Christian programs
via radio. Your programs make me much richer and confirm my
faith. I wish you wisdom at work in God’s vineyard.”

“I never thought that Christian programs are so important
and necessary. But now, my mother is ill and I take care of her.
She is motionless and her only joy is listening to your broadcasts.
Thank you for the effort and work that you do in God’s vineyard
for us, your listeners. Thanks!”

“My heart is full of thankfulness for the fact that the Word
of God can be spread via radio. I listen and not a few times I
write down some notes of what I have heard in order not to

= [Freom (e [

forget the ideas that touched me. I wish you a lot of power and
joy from all my heart.”

“I listen daily to your morning broadcast, together with my
husband. The Word of God refreshes our souls as dew does
thirsty soil. We thank our heavenly Father for every program
broadcast.”

“Greetings! It is Wednesday and I just heard your program.
I desperately need the book Seeding for God. Could you help
me get this book? I want to give it to a friend who is not yet a
believer. Thank you for your willingness and for the wonderful
programs.”

George Cooper for TWR Czech and TWR Slovakia

® The 95™ annual convention is behind
us. I believe that it was very success-
ful and very blessed. More about
the convention can be found in this
issue.

* The next, 96%, annual convention will
be held July 7-10, 2005, in Philippi,
West Virginia. Of course we plan to
have the train trip again, on July 11,
2005.

* The midyear meeting will be held on Friday, October 22,
2004, in Toronto, at the Czechoslovak Baptist Church. Many
ofus plan to stay for Sunday, October 24, 2004, and President
Robert Dvorak will deliver the sermon.

* Check the convention web page ( www.ab.edu/czslbaptcony )
for pictures from the 95" annual convention and other news
and announcements.

* This is a double issue of Glorious Hope, Volume 30, Issue 3
& 4, May-August 2004.

* We apologize for the delay in mailing CDs (Matuzalem
and DVD 95" Convention.) They are being manufactured,
labels and covers printed, and they will be mailed within a
few weeks.

Thanks.

George Sommer,
Executive Secretary
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From Our “Train Riders”

Very scenic and relaxing. Good company.
Delicious food and interesting scenery. Good fellowship.
Esther Widlicka
X
Thanks to the Sommers for making arrangements for a truly
wonderful trip. Yes, West Virginia is beautiful. Ask anyone who
took the train ride. What a wonderful way to fellowship with our
Christian friends.
Jerry and Gloria Andrs
N
The Lord blessed us with beautiful weather, especially after a
morning downpour! It was a great trip, relaxing on comfortable
recliners. It is a trip of a lifetime, with many Christian friends
from the convention and of course plenty of refreshments. You
cannot see this beautiful country by automobile.
Flo and Bob Struharik
X
Thanks so much for including this trip as part of the Con-
vention. George and Marija, we appreciate this. It was all it was
“talked up” to be...a relaxing ride through beautiful scenery,
friendly, gracious personnel, delightful fresh food and good
Christian fellowship. We encourage others to take the trip next
year.
Dan and Jane Widlicka
N
Great way to end the Convention with time spent in the
beauty of God’s creation. We (Harry, Esther and Amber)
enjoyed the “ride” and fellowship very much. A song comes
to mind - “How Great Thou Art!”
X
The food was good. The food was great. The food was deli-
cious. Did [ mention the food?
Dr. Richard Niswonger

We enjoyed the train trip very much. It was a pleasurable
experience. The fellowship with Christian friends added a
dimension that made it even better. Praise be to God. He is
good indeed.

Richard and Cora Mazanec
X
What a wonderful way to conclude a wonderful convention.

The train ride was excellent, but the fellowship going and
coming was even better. Two hands to George and Marija for
your hard work in making our time in Philippi a truly blessed
experience.
Donald and Judy Scoff
Y
Had a great time all week. Fellowship was extra special.
Heaven really came down and glory filled my soul. The end was
very nice, riding on the train. Thanks to George and Marija for
all your work. We love you and trust the Lord will bless you.
Just me, Marie Ferrett
Y
It was time to fellowship. The setting was beautiful and the
people very nice.
Y

It is just wonderful to be with friends that love the Lord. We
can share what great things the Lord does for us, even before
we ask. He knows us. We look for the coming of these Baptist
Conventions. Amen!

Mary Kolonyi
DY
The whole conference was great. The main messages
—emphasizing power—for our lives through the Holy Spirit—to
make us witnesses, to give us vitality—lively—as Christians was
great. God has not given us the spirit of fear but love of power,
love and sound mind! The fireworks were neat! The talent night
was inspirational, the sing with Dr. Dvorak was fun and blessed.
Food and fellowship were great. George and Marija are perfect
hosts and the train ride was the icing on the cake!
Milan and Virginia Steffel
DY
It was a lot of fun and I got to know some people more. |
wish [ would have been there the whole week through.
Kristina Vlasic
DY
[ had a really great time getting to know new people and
forming deeper fellowships. The experience is only enriched
by being involved.
Elizabeth Legierski
DY
| had fun at the convention. I met a lot of people. The train
ride was fun.
Tim Steffel
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July 17, 2004
Dear George and Marija,
Thank you. Hope you are
rested after all the work you
did. My sister, Ruth Krejci, and
I had a wonderful time at our
convention.
Jesus was there with us all

the time. Praise Him!

Ruth and ] enjoyed the Flyer train. Everything was perfect.
We would recommend the train ride for everyone.

God bless you both.

With all our love, Helen Sneak and Ruth Krejci
P.S. “Thank You” for the lovely time we had at your home
on Sunday afternoon.
B
Dear George and Marija, July 17, 2004

Thank you for all you do to ensure that Convention time
goes so smoothly. We know you spend countless hours on
the many details.

Thank you also for the time of fellowship at your home
on Sunday afternoon. We have found this to be an excellent
time to get to know other delegates in a smaller setting.

Love, Jerry and Gloria Andrs
Y
Dear Vera, June 1, 2004
| am sending a check in memory of my mother, who
went to be with the Lord on June 23, 1993. | miss her very
much.

[ would like it to go to the Czechoslovak Baptist Women’s
Missionary Union (for their work).

Thank you

May God richly bless you, Ruth Chupka
P.S. Have a wonderful time at the convention. When I used
to attend, | always came home with strength in the Lord.
D24
Dear George and Marija, July 14, 2004

We just want to say you both were terrific hosts for the
whole conference and then to have the whole gang of us
over to your house yet after was the icing on the cake. The
testimonies and sharing by everyone while we munched
on watermelon were great and informative. We didn’t think
to bring our supper tickets with us so put them in with our
breakfast tickets on Monday morning.

We enjoyed the train ride and had a great conversation
with one of the conductors that filled us in with information
about the train, the rivers, fishing and the countryside.

I guessi it is obvious that as we put everything in the wash
the other “lost” key showed up.

We have had Tim, our grandson, come a couple times
before but this was a first for our son Steve. He enjoyed it very
much. I'd like to put him on the mailing list for the Glorious

Hope magazine.

We did have one question. What is the proposed project
for next year? Maybe we missed it, but | don’t think it was
mentioned, or any report given from last year’s project.
Maybe it will all be in Glorious Hope.

May the Lord bless you both real good!!

Milan Steffel
B
Dear Ones, December 9, 2003

Norris has started a 12-week program at Veterans Hospital
in Cleveland Ohio. This program is in the Stroke Research
Lab, and only for the upper extremity (right arm and hand).
This is 5 days a week and for 5 hours each day as an out-
patient. It will be two years this coming March [2004]since he
had a very serious stroke. He continues at a plateau with little
control. He uses a quad-cane to help with his balance.

We are grateful for this opportunity to perhaps stimulate
the arm and hand muscles so he can have movements and
strength in that area.

God continues to be our everlasting strength and guide.

Ps 46:1 “God is our refuge and strength...

Ps 46:10 Be still and know that [ am God...

Ps 46:11 The Lord of Hosts is with us.”

Thank you for your prayers.

We pray for the convention and miss so much the fellow-
ship that we enjoyed for so many years. Perhaps some day
we can return!

God bless you all Thelma and Norris Jett
bJ
Dear George and Marija June 10, 2004

Sorry we will not be able to come to the convention. Andy
is weak, had lost 40 pounds and is finally beginning to eat
and has gained 12 pounds.

Our thoughts and prayers will be with all of you during
the sessions. We would also have enjoyed the train trip and
trust that many people will go on it.

Also pray the youth camp preceding the convention will
draw many young people to convention. We need them!

Please greet the convention for us.

Sincerely in Christ Andy and Alice Kmetko

bd

MOVING ?

Please write to:
Glorious Hope

Rt.4, Box 58D
Philippi, WV 26416 USA
Include your mailing label from a recent
issue of Glorious Hope for faster service.
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Thomas Boubelik
Maryanne Chaffee
Perry Davids
Christine Sedjo Demcak
Rev. Daniel Evan,
Ann Chupka Golden

Memorial Service at the 95 Annual Conbention
Sumday July 11, 2003

Chicago, Emmanuel Bible
Hatch Hollow, PA

Hatch Hollow, PA
Friendship Village, IL
Kalamazoo, MI

Scranton Road Bible

\\ (formerly Scranton Road Baptist Church)

=

=

=)

I

-

—

March 2004 N

February 2004 / §
September 2003

April 8, 2004
August 14, 2003
November 2003

Sem—\

\N Grady Grant Poplar Springs Baptist Church, (Richmond) VA 4/
2 Anna Hanko Streat.or, IL May 31, 2004 ~
-_— Mary Hogh Detroit, MI ? December 5, 2003 o
—_— Matthew Krejci Scranton Road Bible November 2003 E—
— Andrew Madjar Scranton Road Bible October 2003 ——
N— ———4

N Joe Packo Hatch Hollow, PA March 2004 N
\\"\ Mary Schoun Scranton Road Bible November 2003 7//// /
A\ \\\ Sue Shinko Hatch Hollow, PA December 28, 2003 //// :

Cornelia Stimel Monaca, PA June 5, 2003
Paul Struharik Campbell, OH August 2003
Frank Widlicka Scranton Road Bible June 2004

Ama Madjar
September 26, 1918—FJuly 20, 2004

John Senak

Passed away on Qugust 18, 2004

We will bring more information later.

Broucci ... Pokragovani ze strany 72

si mou pefinu, ta jest vétsi; ja si vezmu tvou.“ A tak si vzal Broucek
mamincinu pefinu, a maminka si vzala Brouckovu, a myslim, Ze
hodné mrzla, ale nefikala nic. A Broucek také nic nefikal, ale uz
tolik nemrzl. Vzpomnél si v§ak na Janinku.

»Tatinku, jestli pak ma Janinka dost dfivi?“

»I ma. KdyzZ jsem ji fikal, aby k nam jesté€ pfisla, dival jsem se ji
tam na né. Ma ho, ani ho nespali.“

»A u kmotricky také maji dost?“

,»1 to vis. Ti ho maji vZdycky dost. Vzdyt d€laly celé Iéto o samém
drivi.“

»A tam v rozdi, tatinku, také maji dost?“

»1 ti ho maji, azZ jsem se podivil. To ani za dvé zimy nespali.*
A tak byl Broucek rad, a kdyz uz si neméli co povidat, tak spali a
spali.

Ale dlouho to netrvalo, a Broucek se probudil. Bylo mu zima, az
se drkotal. Nemohl to vydrzet. ,Maminko!“ A maminka bez toho
jaksi §patné spala. ,,Co pak ti jest, Broucku?“

»Ach, maminko, mné jest zima.“

A tatinek se také probudil a také povidal, Ze jest zima. A tak zas
topili a topili, a pfi tom vafili poliv€icku, ale maminka byla plna
ouzkosti, a polinecka pocitala. ,,Ach, co my si pocneme!*

,1 nac¢ pak si délat starosti,“ tésil ji tatinek. ,,Dlouho uz to trvat
nemiiZe, a bude zas jaro.“

A najedli se a ohrali se, a kdyZ si uz vSecko povédéli, zas spali a
spali. A dlouho spali, ale tu se Brouc¢ek probudi, a jest mu zima, az
se drkota. Nemohl to vydrzet. ,Maminko!“ A maminka skoro ani
nespala: ,,Ach, Broucku, snad ti neni zas zima?*“

»Ach, jest mné zima, ach, uz to nemohu vydrzet.“

»Ach, co my si poéneme!“ bédovala maminka, ale §la a drobatko
zatopila, ale jen pradrobatko, Ze to nebylo ani pozorovat. Kdyz uz
neméla skoro Zadné drivi! A tu se probudi tatinek. ,,Zatop, maminko,
jest tady zima.“

»Ale vzdyt jsem pravé zatopila.”

1 to neni nic, Musi$§ hodn€ zatopit.“

»Ano, jen kdybych méla ¢im.“

,Co pak uz nemas drivi?“

1 mam v§eho vSudy dvanact polinek.*

»Nu, tak je priloz, a bude teplo.“ ,,Ale co potom?

,»1 zas néjak bude. Jenom p€kné poslechni. Poslu§né brouc¢ky ma
Pan Btih na starosti.*

A tak maminka vzala téch dvanacte polinek, a vSechna je prilozila
na ohen, ale méla prece jaksi strach. Ale tatinek si liboval, Ze jest
hezky teploucko, a Broucek také, a kr¢il se, Ze ho ani nebylo vidét.
A tak si povidali, Ze uz kolikrat bylo zle, a Ze zas bylo dobfe, a usnuli
a spali a spali a spali. Dobfe se jim to spalo.

Pretisténo s povolenim
a
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Fireflies

Jan Karafiat
Translated by Daniela Biskova

Part 11

r I Yhere was a lot of crying in the
house. Mother was weeping
again, father wept, Godmother

wept, Lucinda wept, Godfather also
wept. Only Jeanine stopped weeping. She
was too busy dressing Lucius’ wounds.
Lucius didn’t know about anything, but
he didn’t seem to be dying any more;
he looked as if he slept. And still Lucius
slept! He slept so long that mother was
afraid that he was going to die. But when
dawn broke he opened his eyes. Jeanine
smiled at him. He wanted to say some-
thing but could not.

“Would you like a drink, Lucius?”
asked Jeanine. Lucius’ eyes said “yes”
and mother gave him a cup of dew. Lu-
cius had a drink and fell asleep again.

He had a tap all ready, took a little ham-
mer, knocked out the stalk, put in the
tap and poured the sparkling juice into
a crystal cup. Lucinda fetched dew from
the meadow and they drank it all up,
poured in some more and drank again
and talked.

Lucius was sitting next to Jeanine
near the fire but still felt a bit cold. The
father firefly from the twigs said he
thought it would be a hard winter; this
he had learned by observing the behav-
iour of ants. Mother was rather afraid
that they might not have enough wood.
Because of Lucius’ illness she thought
they had not stored up as much as usual.
But father said they had plenty and any-
way, they had always had some left over.

When he next woke up he was smiling

a little bit. And so gradually he grew better. Soon he was able
to talk, though so faintly at first that you could scarcely make
out what he was saying. And when he told them what had hap-
pened in the garden his mother cried and kept saying, “Oh,
he wasn’t obedient.” And his father looked vexed. But Jeanine
only smiled kindly saying nothing.

And now Lucius was almost well. Mother got him all the
nourishing things she could; Lucinda brought strawberries and
stewed plums. Jeanine came to see him every day and always
brought something with her: a little honey or a drop of wine
to help Lucius to grow strong. His wing began to grow again,
though it was still very weak, and there was no question of his
flying for the present.

“Just wait,” Jeanine would say as she sat by him in the grass,
“you will be well again by the spring. Then you will once more
be able to fly and to give light.”

And now the autumn had come again. It was growing cold-
er and the fireflies could no longer make long journeys. Once
again they all met in the house under the juniper tree because
Lucius was still unable to go out. Godfather, Godmother and
Lucinda were there and, of course, Jeanine too. Father had also
invited the kind firefly from the twigs, who brought Lucius
home on a stretcher, and his father as well.

They all sat round the fire talking, for it was beginning to
get really cold. Lucius sat next to Jeanine, but did not say a
word. Mother brought in cakes with cheese and poppy seeds
but Lucius still said nothing. Then mother and Lucinda went
out again and brought in a whole grape, blue to purple in co-
lour. “Put it up on the table, that will be best,” said father.

Godfather said the same.

Now the time had come to say goodbye. They all kissed
one another, and everybody said “God bless you.” Lucius was
teeling tired and a little nervous. He looked at Jeanine. Tears
as big as peas were rolling down her cheeks because Lucius
was still so weak. The last meeting was over. Godfather and
Godmother and Lucinda flew back to their house under the
oak tree; the other two fireflies to the twigs and Jeanine to
the moss among the heather by the copse. Father, mother
and Lucius stood at the door and watched them go.

When they had all gone Lucius had to go to bed at once
while father and mother got to work without him. First the
peas, barley, semolina, flour, lentils and a dot of butter were
brought into the kitchen so that mother had it all at hand.
Then the wood was piled up in the kitchen and hall. Then
they filled every crack with soft moss so that no cold could
get in. They latched the door, arranged the moss round the
door and windows—and now it could freeze as hard as it liked!
Even so, mother was rather worried. They said their prayer,

Underneath your sheltering wings,

Take, we pray, all living things.

Watch us all from heaven above

God of mercy and of love.

Then they kissed one another and added “May God guard
us from all harm,” went to bed and slept. And they slept and
slept.

But they had not slept very long when Lucius woke up. He
was shaking with cold.

“Mummy,” but mother was asleep. “Mummy,” but moth-
er still couldn’t wake up and Lucius felt so miserable that he
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started to cry. And now mother woke up. “What is it, dear?”

“Oh, Mummy, I’m cold.”

“Why, it’s not so bad. Tuck yourself nicely in under your
quilt.”

“I’ve done that, Mummy, but I’m still so cold.”

Now father woke up and when he heard that Lucius was still
cold they decided to light a fire. So mother made a fire and
they were warm again. And father said how severe the winter
had been. And they talked until they fell asleep.

But it didn’t take long till Lucius was up again. He was shiv-
ering with cold. He couldn’t stand it any longer. “Mummy,”
and this time mother woke up at once. “Mummy, I’m cold.”—
There was nothing else for it; they would have to make a fire
again. They made a big fire. Then they slept for a while and
then they made a fire again. But Lucius was still cold. It was
freezing hard and it grew colder and colder. Mother was at her
wits’ end. The wood was diminishing and the cold increasing.

“Here you are, Lucius, here’s my quilt. It is a larger one. I’ll
have yours.”

So Lucius took mother’s quilt and mother took Lucius’ and
she must have been freezing but she said nothing. Lucius didn’t
say anything either, but he was not so cold any more. Then he
remembered Jeanine.

“Daddy, do you think Jeanine has enough wood?”

“Yes, I know she has. When I went round to ask her to come
to our goodbye gathering I took a look at it. She has plenty.
She won’t need it all.”

“And what about Godfather and Godmother?”

“Oh, yes, they always have enough. Why, they were collect-
ing wood all through the summer.”

“And there, in the twigs, Daddy, have they got plenty?”

“They have such a lot that I was astonished when I saw it. It
would take two winters to burn it all.”

Lucius was satisfied and when there was nothing more to
talk about they slept and they slept.

But it didn’t take long till Lucius woke up. He was once
more shaking with cold. “Mummy,” he called.

Mother was not sleeping very well. “What is it, Lucius?”

“Oh, Mummy, I’m cold.”

And father woke up and said that he too was cold. So they
kept on making up the fire, and cooked some soup. But mother
was very anxious and kept counting the logs, “What shall we
do?”

“Don’t worry, mother,” said father. “It can’t last much lon-
ger and spring will soon be here.”

They ate up their soup, warmed themselves and when every-
thing was said, they slept again. And they slept.

Yet again Lucius woke up all shivering with cold. He couldn’t
stand it any longer. “Mummy!”

Mother had hardly slept, “Oh, Lucius, you aren’t cold
again!”

“Oh, Mummy, I’m so cold I can’t stand it any longer.”

“But what shall we do?” lamented mother and made a fire,
just a tiny little one. She had almost no wood left. Now father
woke up. “Make a fire, dear, it’s cold in here.”

“But the fire’s just made.”

“Oh, that’s nothing, you have to make a big one.”

“But I have nothing to burn.”

“Have you no logs?”

“I have twelve all together.”

“Put them on so that it will be warm in here.”

“But what will happen then?”

“It will be all right. Don’t worry, dear.”

So mother took all twelve logs and put them on the fire, but
still felt a bit anxious. But father was pleased to feel the house
so warm, and Lucius as well, snuggled in so far that you could
scarcely see anything of him at all.

And they assured each other that so often hard times had
come upon them, but all had turned out for the better again.
And they fell asleep and they slept and they slept. They slept
soundly. Reprinted with pevmission

Youth Scene ... Continues from page 73

the kids’ morning programme. I knew the praise team would be
lots of fun, but to be honest, I’ve never really spent time with
kids, and the thought of leading a group for a whole morning
terrified me! By the time the kids and I got downstairs, however,
I’m not sure why I had felt so scared. My friend Amy helped me
out, and the kids were so much fun to be around.

The fear I first felt is why this convention’s theme verse fit
so well, and helped to keep me grounded. It tells us that if we
trust in God to use the gifts He has blessed us with, we have
no reason to fear. Instead, we can be confident that we possess
a spirit of power, love and self-discipline (NIV). All we have to
do is use it and get involved!

Elizabeth Legierski
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Broucci

Jan Karafiat
11. Cast
tu bylo place. Maminka zas zachystat. Ale tatinek, i Ze maji dost, Ze
plakala, kmotficka plakala, il jim ho bez toho vZidycky hromadu zbylo.
eruska plakala, tatinek plakal, .-"f i A kmotficek také tak mluvil. A pocalo

kmotric¢ek také plakal,—jenom Janinka [
neplakala, ale celého Broucka olejem
potirala. Brouc¢ek v§ak o nicem nevédél,
ale uz ne jako by byl mrtvy, ale jako by
spal.

A Broucek pofad spal, a maminka
méla pofad strach, Ze snad prece umfel,
Ale kdyZ se poc€inalo rozednivat, tu se
Broucek probudil a otevrel o€i. Janinka
se na ného usmivala. Chtél né€co fici, ale
nemohl. ,Chce se ti pit, vid’, Brou¢ku?“
ptala se Janinka. Brouc¢ek kyvnul o€ima,

louceni. P€kné se libali a Panu Bohu
porouceli. Broucek se jaksi bal, a dival se
na Janinku, a Janince se sypaly s o¢i slzy

g jako hrachy. KdyzZ byl Broucek jesté moc

slaby!

A tak se rozesli. Kmotficek a kmotficka
a BeruSka letéli pod dub, ten mlady
broucek s tatinkem tam za dub do rozdi.
Janinka tam k lesu do vrasy, a tatinek a
maminka a Broucek stali pod jalovcem
pfed chaloupkou a divali se za nimi.
Kdyz uz je nebylo vidét, musil si Broucek

a maminka mu honem podala koflicek s
rosou. Broucek se napil a usnul, a kdyz
se zas probudil, uz se tro§ku usmival.

A tak se to porad lepSilo. UZ zase mluvil, ale jen slabounce, Ze ho
bylo sotva slySet. A kdyZ jim vypravoval, jak se mu to tam v zahradé
stalo, tu maminka porad bédovala ,,Ach, on byl neposlusny!“ a
tatinek se vadil, ale Janinka se na néj p€kn¢ divala a nefikala nic.

A uz se mél Broucek zas dobfe. Maminka mu snaSela, co jen
mohla, kmotfiCka mu posilala po BerusSce jahody a vafené Svestky,
a Janinka se chodila den jak den na ného divat, a vZdycky méla
néco s sebou, kousek medu nebo kapinecku vina, aby se Broucek
posilil. V§ak uz mu kfidélko zas rostlo, ale bylo takové slabounké, a
aby lital, nebylo ani pomysleni. ,,Po¢kej jen, pockej,“ fikala Janinka,
kdyZ u né€ho sedavala v trave, ,,do jara se zotavis, a zas poletis, a
budes pékné¢ svitit.*

Vsak uz byl podzim. Svétla ubyvalo a zimy pfibyvalo, a tak
broucci, Ze uz nikam nepoleti. Jen Ze se jesté€ sejdou pod jalovcem,
protoZze Broucek nemohl posud na krok z domu. A sesli se,
kmotri¢ek a kmotficka, BeruSka a Janinka.

Pak tatinek jeSté pozval toho broucka z rozdi, ktery Broucka
tenkrat na nosidélkach domi nesl, i jeho tatinka. A tak si sedli
kolem kamen, v§ak uZ bylo zima, a povidali si, Broucek sedél vedle
Janinky, ale nefikal nic. Maminka pfinesla kolaCe s tvarohem a s
makem, ale Brouc¢ek pofad nic. Pak §la maminka s BeruSkou ven, a
kdyz za chvilku zas pfisly, tu nesly celé zrnko vina, jak se z hroznu
utrhlo, takové krasné modré, aZz do Cervena.

»Postavte je tadyhle na stll, to bude nejlepsi,“ radil tatinek.
Kohoutek uz mé¢l na pohotove, vzal honem kladivecko, stopku
vyrazil, kohoutek nasadil, a natocil do kfistalového koflicku, aZ se
to rdélo a pfimo vyskakovalo. Beruska skocila se dZbanem na palouk
pro rosu, a tak si nalévali a nataceli, pili a povidali. Ale Broucek
porad nic. Sed¢l vedle Janinky u samych kamen, a pfece mu bylo
skoro zima.

A ten stary Broucek z rozdi prorokoval, Ze bude zla zima, Ze
to pozoroval na mravencich, a maminka pocCinala mit strach, Ze
nebudou mit dost dfivi, Ze se s tou Brou¢kovou nemoci nemohli dost

hned lehnout do postylky, tatinek pak s
maminkou dali se sami do prace. Nejdiiv
prenaseli z komory do kuchynky hrach a kroupy a jahle a krupici
a mouku a ¢oc¢ku a jiskficku masla, aby to méla maminka vSechno
po ruce. Pak nanosili do kuchynky a do siné dfivi, co se ho tam jen
veslo. Potom v§echno v§udy pékné mékounkym mechem ucpali, tak
Ze nemohlo nikde ani profouknout, zavfeli vnitf dvéfe na petlici,
zastr€ili Spejlek, ucpali mechem dvéfe a okna—a ted aby si tfeba
mrzlo. Ale maminka méla pfece jaksi strach.

Jen se jeSté pomodlili:

Pod vecer tva celadka,

Co k slepici kuratka,

K ochrané tvé hledime,

Laskavy Hospodine,

pac a pusu.

,Pan Bih s nami a zly pryc,“ lehli a spali a spali.

Ale dlouho jes$té nespali, a Brouc¢ek se probudil. Bylo mu zima,
skoro se az drkotal. Nemohl to vydrzet: ,Maminko!“ Ale maminka
spala, ,Maminko!“ Ale maminka zas nic a Broucek—byl néjaky
churavy, a dal se do place. V tom se maminka vzbudila. ,,Broucku,
co pak ti jest?“ ,,Ach, maminko, mné jest zima.“

,»1 vZdyt neni tak moc zima, Skr¢ se pékn€ pod pefinku.“

»Ach, maminko, j& jsem skréeny, a mn¢ jest pfece zima.“

V tom se vzbudil tatinek, a kdyz slySel, Ze jest Brouc¢kovi porad
jesté zima—tak povida, aby maminka §la troS§ku zatopit. A maminka
§la a trosku zatopila, a bylo jim zas teploucko, ale tatinek povidal,
Ze jest venku tyranska zima.

A tak si povidali, az zas usnuli. Ale dlouho to netrvalo, a Brou¢ek
se probudil. Bylo mu zima, aZ se drkotal. Nemohl to vydrZet.
»Maminko!“ A maminka uz méla spani néjak pretrhané. Hned se
zbudila.

»Maminko, mn¢ jest zima.“ A tak nezbyvalo nic, nezZ zas zatopit.
A tak topili a topili, Ale Broucek porad jesté, Ze mu jest zima. Kdyz
ono tak tyransky mrzlo, a pofad vic a vic. Maminka uz nevédéla, co si
ma pocit. Dfivi ubyvalo, a zimy pfibyvalo, ,,Tu mas, Brou¢ku, vezmi

1" Pokratovani na strané 69
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y friend’s Honda SUV slowed down as he steered
i \ / I left to reveal a somewhat hidden turn he had dis-
covered earlier. The road previously surrounded
on either side by a forest of deciduous trees suddenly gave
way to a sight that took my breath away. He stopped the
car on the side of the road and the three of us stepped out
to take in the view. A small valley below us gently rolled
up into forest-covered hills. Looking towards the horizon,
I saw endless such hills, rolling into one another like tur-
bulent waves, yet inducing the calmness of a placid lake.
As 1 stood there watching the red sun settle behind one
of these green waves, I knew beauty was one of the many
reasons I come to West Virginia each year.
Of course, the main reason for coming since I was

three (in 1988) has been to attend the Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention of USA and Canada. I’ve grown up a bit since then,
but Convention has remained part of my life, a tradition each

summer. But why do I maintain this tradition?

When I was a kid, besides the obvious reason that my parents

went, it was just to have fun.
Lots of my friends came, and
in the morning we had interest-
ing youth devotions including
times when older generations
came and shared stories from
their lives (I especially remem-
ber Florian Manas’ and Dan
Widlicka’s testimonies). The
afternoon was spent playing
soccer or basketball, swimming
or just lazing around in the
sun. Then in the evening we sat
through what we thought were
long and oftentimes boring
sermons, but afterwards there

at Convention, but to my disappointment it seemed as though
the other things began to deteriorate. Fewer and fewer people
came; as a result the programme suffered, and looking back, I
think that was the beginning of a transition in my approach not
only to Convention but to the rest of my life as well.

Life as a kid was always
interesting; there were plenty
of things to do with minimal
responsibility. So the word
“adult” usually conjured images
of burdensome responsibility,
uncomfortable clothes, no
sports and, well, no fun (this
of course is a child’s delusion
of adulthood). Consequently,
when I got to an age when
it is natural to help out with
organizational responsibilities,
I resisted, fearing the implica-
tions of such work. Over the
next few years, I began to real-
ize that as one matures, life

was always something interesting: Robert Dvorak’s singalong,
Concert Night, and of course the ice cream. As I grew older and
more inquisitive, the sermons I once thought too long became
(rather short) sources of inspiration. I still wanted to have fun

doesn’t get boring; in fact, it gets arguably more interesting,
and is definitely just as much fun.

Last year was the first time I got a little involved in Conven-
tion. George Sommer called me, wondering if I would lead
prayer time on Friday morning, and although I’m
usually quite nervous talking in front of people, I
agreed. I spoke for a total of about five minutes, and
a full year later I am still reaping the blessings from
it. In that time I had shared a little bit of my life,
and when I attended this year, one lady came up to
me and told me she had been praying for me that
year (if you’re reading this, thank you!). Even now
the thought that someone who I’ve barely talked
to once a year cares enough to spend their time in
prayer for me brings tears to my eyes.

This year I had the opportunity to be involved
in a praise team that Donna Nesvadba organized,
and my mother also asked me to help her out with

" Continues on page 71
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o, it is summertime in the dwindling down of the

season. I am sitting lakeside in New Hampshire,

and this is what I am thinking in these mellow
days. That, with accumulating years driving me head-
long into advanced “maturity,” it is time to relearn a
lot of things that should long ago have been packed
away in head and heart. (Some of us are slow on the
uptake, you know. I am one.) Such as...

1) Traditions of the church and even the Bible’s
own content are full of rules. They are important, but
they are not nearly as important as the connection with
Christ himself. His primary summons is not, “Live
by the law of rules,” but, “Follow me; take my way.”
Act, think, and talk truly like a Christian, not because somebody says
so, but because you would not do anything ever, if you could avoid it,
to embarrass the Lord or compromise yourself before him. (How could
you? He means everything to you!)

2) The child you once were is still important in your life, no matter
what has occurred since childhood came officially to a close. Nothing
since then can cancel that precious time of your personal story. The trust,
the simplicity, easy sleep, and frequent joyfulness that marked that time
can not be erased from your memory, nor can its influence in shaping
your person be voided out. Whereupon remember also Jesus’ challenge:
“Take the Kingdom of God as a child does...or do not take the Kingdom
at all!” There is no other avenue for making one’s way in.

3) Nothing is permanent save God and God’s love alone. Everything
else changes. What presently surrounds you in terms of people, places, and
things will go away. That is categorically, undeniably the case. Therefore,
be grateful for what can be enjoyed, even loved, for the time being. And
the things for which you have anxiety, wait them out; the burden is not
forever. Some distance between self and circumstances is healthy. You just
can’t hang on, nor be hung onto, world without end. Only Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today, and forever—God be thanked! So live with
a little freedom from surrounding things. Eventually it is necessary to
live without them altogether.

4) The earth is the Lord’s, not mine or yours, or the property of
nations individually or united. We’re destined for another place—in due
time. (It’s all part of the change, no. 3 above.)

5) Probably only two things are required. (Miss Killduff, my eighth
grade home room teacher, identified them as taxes and death. I do not
agree.) In priority they are: a) love God with everything you have and
are, to which is added, love everyone outside your own skin as deeply as
you love the one inside your frame; and, b) act life out with justice on
your mind, practice kindness to the hilt, and walk loyally as God’s humble
partner in this world. These are what the New Testament and the Old
Testament explicitly ask for—by the Lord’s own voice, as I recall.

Five things are crossing my mind on a summer’s afternoon. I’'m telling
each to myself hard. Six, seven, and eight will come tomorrow, I hope.
I ought to sit lakeside more often.

P.S. T loved seeing many of you, the convention constituency and
membership, in July at Alderson-Broaddus College in Philippi, West
Virginia. Please, please, please come next summer, so that your joy may
be full before it is too late to receive such goodness.

e )

Q Robert Dvorak

poel

éto pomalu konci. Sedim u jezera

I v New Hampshire a oddavam se

mySlenkam. S pfibyvajicimi lety

jsem se stfemhlav ocitl v obdobi ,,zralosti“.

Nastal ¢as abychom se preucili mnoho véci,

které nam mély byt davno vlastni. (Nékteri

se u¢i pomalu. Jsem jednim z nich.) Tak
treba...

1) Tradi¢ni cirkve a dokonce vlastni
obsah Bible jsou plna pravidel. Jsou
dualezita, ale kontakt se samotnym Kristem
je dulezit€jsi. Neklade diiraz na “Zivot podle
pravidel zakona“, ale na , Nasleduj mne*.
Chovej se, mysli, hovor jako opravdovy kiestan. Ne proto, ze
to nékdo rekl, ale proto, Ze jinak nemuzeS. Nechces udélat
Panovi ostudu anebo se sam pied Nim zkompromitovat.
(Jak bys mohl? Je ti prece vSim!)

2) Dit€, kterym jsi kdysi byl, neztratilo svou roli, at se od té
doby odehralo cokoliv. Nic nemtiZe vymazat vzacné obdobi
tvého détstvi. Nic nemize vymazat divéru, jednoduchost,
bezstarostny spanek, veselost, vSechno, co té provazelo a
formovalo tvou osobnost. Navic, vzpomenme vyzvu Pana
JeziSe: ,,Vchazejte do Boziho kralovstvi jako déti.....jinak do
néj ani nevstupujte!“ Jinym zplisobem tam vejit ani nelze.

3) Nic neni trvalé kromé Boha a BoZi lasky. Vsechno
ostatni se méni. Co nas nyni obklopuje, at to jsou lidé, mista
a véci, pomine. To bezesporu plati. Proto bud'te vdécni za
to, co nas tési, co milujeme pravé nyni. To, co nam pusobi
starosti, trp€livé neste. Bfimé netrva na véky. UrCity odstup
od udalosti prospiva. NemtzZete jen prezivat navzdy. Pouze
JeZi§ Kristus je stale stejny, vCera, dnes i na véky—diky
Bohu! Osvobod'te se tedy od véci, které vas nyni obklopuji.
Eventuelné€ je k Zivotu nebudete potiebovat.

4) Zemé patii Panovi, nikomu z nas. Neni ani majetkem
narodu at uz jednotlivych nebo spojenych. NaSe misto uréeni
je jinde, v pfihodném cCase. (VSechno to souvisi se zménami,
uvedenymi ve 3. bodg.)

5) S nejvétsi pravdépodobnosti jsou nevyhnutelné pouze
dvé véci. (Sleéna Kullduffova, moje tfidni ucitelka v osmé
tfid€, je nazvala danémi a smrti. Nesouhlasim.) Poradi je
toto: a) miluj Boha celym svym bytim a dodatek—miluj
bliZzniho svého jako sebe samého; b) Zij a jednej podle
Cistého svédomi, bud laskavy a chod vérn€ jako pokorny
Bozi ucastnik na tomto svété. Toto jasné pozaduje Novy
i Stary Zakon—skrze hlas Pana JeZiSe, pokud si dobfe
vzpominam.

V letnim odpoledni se mi t€chto pét bodd honi hlavou.
Stale si je opakuji. Doufam, Ze mne zitra napadne Sesty,
sedmy a osmy. Mé€l bych u jezera sedavat Castéji.

P.S. Velmi mne potéSilo setkani s vami, s navstévniky

i ¢leny konvence, letos v ¢ervenci na Alderson-Broaddus

College ve Philippi, v Zapadni Virginii. Prosim vas, prosim,

prosim, pfijedte i pfisti 1éto, af miiZe byt vaSe radost
naplnéna dfive, neZ bude pozde.

Prelozila Natasa Legierskd

a
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Reflections
Judy Sivulka Shoff

Virginia. Sometimes people out here will

ask, “Why are you going to West Virginia?”
When I tell them we are going to the Czechoslo-
vak Baptist Convention, they get this inquisitive
look in their eye and ask, ”Why?”—as if I might
as well be planning a trip to Mars.

And then I have the privilege of explaining
to them what the Czechoslovak Convention
means to me, and why we have an Airline Visa
Card that gives us miles for each dollar spent,
so that we will be sure to be able to travel to
the East Coast for this convention each year.

It happened for me because my parents were Czechoslovak

and became a part of this convention many years ago. In my
Dad’s later years, it was my responsibility to travel with him
so that he would not miss the fellowship and inspiration of
folks he had known for many, many years with the common
homeland.
At the conventions, I was able to connect with others who
have this common heritage, reunite with cousins from other
parts of the country and be blessed and inspired through the
teaching and preaching of the Word of God.

Now, many of us, second and third generation away from
the land of our parents, bring our spouses, whose origins
are from other lands, to the convention. Here they are able
to get a little more insight into what it means to be “Czech”
or “Slovak,” and gain a love for the folks we are able to fel-
lowship with.

I love the evening when we have the “Roll Call of Nations.”

Ilive in California. It’s a long way to West

Our roots now include some from Spain,
China, Lebanon, Venezuela and a multitude
of other nations. Yet somehow because of our
bond to the land of Czechoslovakia, we are
brought together here.

Each time we gather, there are some who
courageously come for the first time. I imagine
that they are wondering what they are getting
into, yet want to be a part of something that
connects them to the land of their forefathers.
They come back, because we all experience this
common bond of heritage and faith.

Bible studies, prayer times, praise to our Lord in sing-
ing, fellowship at mealtime, the evening “Fireworks Show
by George,” learning about the Evangelical work in Czech
Republic and Slovakia, getting reports from the missionaries
we as a convention have a part in supporting, Bob Dvorak’s
famous “Hymn Sing,” Talent Night, the banquet on Sun-
day with roast pork, and even “knedliky a zeli,” and the
picnic at the Sommers on Sunday evening make this a most
memorable experience for those of us who attend.

This year, for the first time, those of us who chose to
stay an extra day had a marvelous six-hour scenic train trip
through the hills of West Virginia, with an unlimited buffet

And, for those of you who may be reading this, and have
never ventured forth into this blessed experience, I hope
you will begin to plan, right now, to come with us to West
Virginia next year. You will be blessed beyond measure!!!!

0

Donation

All donation should be send in enclosed envelope.

The checks will be delivered to right financial secretaries. (Vera Dors,

Henry Pojman, Grace Niswonger or Donna Nesvadba.)

o Gifts for Ladies’ work—make check payable to Czechoslovak
Baptist Women’s Missionary Union.

o Gifts for Convention—make check payable to Czechoslovak
Baptist Convention. On the bottom of the check mark to what
account you are sending your contribution: Convention, Glorious
Hope, Trust Fund, or Scholarship Fund.

1= You may send separate check (one for Ladies and one for conven-
tion accounts) in the same envelope.

= If you are sending contributions for convention (Convention,
Glorious Hope etc., you may send only one check, and write on
the bottom how you want to divide the amount (for example: Total
$150; $100 Convention, $50 Glorious Hope etc.) You do
not have to send two separate checks.

For your information, financial secretaries’ addresses are as

follows:

USA:

Canada:

Vera Dors Henry Pojman

6621 Elmdale Rd. 2393 West Ham Rd.
Middleburg Hts, OH, 44130 Qakville, ON L6M 4P2

Glorious Hope ® Slavnd nadéje = May-August 2004

75




R
L)

=
=8
5]

y8-11,2004

Convention
of USA and Canada

R 95. Czechoslovak B
£ Philippi, WV Jul




