s spring approaches and we
witness the awakening of
nature, we also become re-
energized. Many of us are

looking forward to working in our
gardens and around our homes. We
feel a new appetite for life.

With the coming of spring, we focus
especially on Easter. During the Com-
munist regime in Czechoslovakia, when
it was not possible to speak of Christ publicly, Easter was referred
to as a spring holiday. It was a time to celebrate the reawakening
of nature, of new life. Children associated this holiday with cute
bunny rabbits, little chicks and painting eggs. The content of the
celebration was still related to various pagan traditions. Attending
church during Easter was a quiet sign of following Christ. It was
a difficult era. There is much evidence describing the suffering
'—
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of believers. The young generation especially was faced with
unbelievable situations, which tested their faith. For example,
there were some who never returned from the mandatory military
service. The reason for their disappearance might have been a
mere desire to attend the Easter worship service. A certain young
man, after asking for a Sunday morning off duty, was never seen
again. His parents received news of the death of their son who
gave his life for his socialist nation. He truly did give his life, but
for the heavenly kingdom.

Today we live in a free country. We also have freedom in former
Czechoslovakia. Without fear, we can attend church, publicly
declare our love of Christ and spread the gospel to dying souls. I
ask myself: Are we truly free? What is the true state of our soul?
We live in very complicated times. Conflict is followed by conflict.
As if by a hidden force, we are often pushed forward without the
opportunity to pause and orient ouselves. The new generation
sees the value of life with Christ only vaguely or not at all. This
is a tragedy for society.

5" Continues on page 37

You are led to your

place of execution,

and only there do you

See Your cross

already occupied... I’

You are free!
Jesus has taken your p

Have a blessed Easter

prfichodem ocCekavaného jara, kdy vnimame a znovu
obdivujeme probouzejici se prirodu, citime v téle i novou
energii. Mnozi se nemohou dockat, kdy jiz za¢nou
s obd€lavanim zahradek a s dalSimi jarnimi tpravami

kolem domu. Jakoby se v nas probouzela nova chut do Zivota.
Jaro vnimame v té€sné spojitosti s velikonocemi. V dobé, kdy
se, v nasi Ceskoslovenské vlasti, nemohlo vefejné hovofit o Panu
Bohu a obéti Pana JeziSe Krista, byly tyto svatky oznacovany za
svatky jara. Svatky probouzejici se prirody—nového ¢i obnoveného
Zivota. Détem byl obrazek velikonoc vykreslovan rozkoSnymi
kralicky, kachnatky ¢i kuratky a samoziejmé barevnymi vajicky.
Samotny prabéh velikonoc byl provazen riznymi tradicemi

pramenicimi jesté z pohanskych dob slovanskych narodu.

Navstéva kostela, ucast na velikonocnich bohosluzbach, se

5> Pokracovani na strané 35

Front Cover: Photo George Sommer

Back Cover: Rembrandt-The Return of the Prodigal Son
Convention photos: George Sommer, Vlastimil Pojman

26 Printed on recycled paper

Glorious Hope ® Slavnd nadéje = Moarch-April 2002



93 Annual Convention Information

The 93" Annual Convention will meet
in Philippi, July 4-7, 2002. Please read
carefully other instructions on the
registration form, which will also be published
in this issue of Glorious Hope.
* Send all payments (registration, accommoda-
tion, and meals) in US$ (US delegates) and in
Cdn$ (Canadian delegates) to Helena Pojman,
1516 Pembroke Dr., Oakville, ON, L6H 1V9,
CANADA. Phone and FAX: 905-338-3833.
E-mail: spogman@cogeco.ca. You may use personal checks. After
June 22, 2002, call in your registration at 304-457-4287 or FAX
to 304-457-3043.
Fees

® The regular registration fee is $20 for all persons 18 years and
older. The late registration fee is $25, applicable after June 22.
One-day registration fee is $11 for those who arrive on Saturday.

* Send payment with each registration form. Do not send one
payment with multiple registration forms.

® Much additional information is printed on the registration form,
which is published in this issue of Glorions Hope. Please read and
complete it carefully, particularly when adding up your totals.
Check your calculations! Any question, call 304-457-6258 (day)
or 304-457-4287 (evening) ot send e-mail to: sommen@ab.edu. Also
check a new convention Web page: www.ab.edu/czslbaptconv
for additional information.

* On the 4" of July after the service and “Manas the Mystic,” we
will again have fireworks and ice-cream.

® We plan to have a camp for young people during the convention.
Information about the camp can be found in Glorious Hope.

There will be a lot of exciting events during the 93" Annual
Convention. Come and seel!!
George Sommer,

Persons under 18 years of age—no registration fee.
You may use your personal check.

Annual Convention Coordinator

You can download the registration forms from the convention

Web page wwm.ab.edu/ czslbapteony.

Meals

persons 18 years and older will pay full price. ALDERSON Providire s Su = Abbpanr Posin Cblge

Full Price Half Price BROADDLS gy thow Viginid 340
Breakfast  3.90 1.95 it VI 700 = Faw M 4oy
Lunch 5.80 2.90 March 2002
Dinner 6.60 3.30 "
Banquet 9.90 4.95 Sisters and Brothers of the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention:

With the budding of the trees outside my office window, I am
Accommodation

The Convention will pay for meals for children
12 years and younger.

Children ages 13—17 years will pay one half of the
full meal price, convention will pay the other half;

Kincaid (formerly LQRC), Benedum, and Priestley
$12.00/night/bed. Children 12 and under sleep
free! Therefore it is imperative that you state the
ages of your children.

Linens for residence hall guests $6.00/bed/stay,
available only for those who travel by airplane.
Erickson Alumni Center already fully booked. No
vacancies available.

Philippi Lodging Motel (former Super 8 Motel) in
Philippi available for $45.00 per room per night
plus state tax. Call (304) 457-5888 ASAP to make
your own reservations. You will need to state that
you are from the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
to qualify for reduced price. Ten rooms are reserved
for us.

General

You must send payments with your registrations.
Use an individual registration form for each family
unit. Do not register your relatives or other families
on the same registration form, but do include all
of your own family members.

reminded that both spring and summer are just a few weeks away. For
over fifteen years, the College’s and the Convention’s summer have
been beautifully intertwined with your annual visit.

The College is honored that you have chosen to hold your annual
convention and spiritual renewal event on our campus for these many
years. Our partnership in Christ has been strengthened in a special
way by this collaboration.

With our fear following the tragic events of September 11", we are
forcefully reminded of the presence of our God and Savior, and the
critical importance of faith in our lives. Although this incident ended a
“sense of innocence” in our country, it also reinforced the importance
to each of us of having a personal sense of belief.

As you come to the mountaintop this summer, I hope you are able
to carefully reflect upon all those who stand up for us to preserve
our special freedoms of religion and speech. As always, we wish
for you a pleasant time of spiritual renewal in the bonds of Christ.

Sglhe & Mol

Sapien [, Markeavod
Peeankeri

Yours in Christ,
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To See Jesus

Pavol Kondac
translated by Jan Banko

John 12:20-26
s there anybody among us today who doesn’t
want to see Jesus? When I was young, I
imagined Him hundreds of times. How
did He, the ideal personality of my heart,
look? But two thousand years ago there were no
cameras, and there was neither artist to draw an
authentic picture of him nor sculptor to create
at least an approximate shape of the man from
Nazareth, the Saviour of the world. We would
consider it a miracle if a statue, or even a small
bust, were to remain well-preserved until today.
Since that time so many wars and storms have
raged through the small region of Israel. It used
to be said that on the Turin Shroud the shape
of Jesus’ face and figure was preserved. Not
long ago, however, it was proven that the Shroud of Turin dates
from only the thirteenth century and our Lord Jesus could not
have been wrapped in it in the tomb. What a pity...

Is it a pity? Or is it God’s plan not to worship any matter,
any piece of linen, wood, stone or ground He walked upon
instead of the only One, Who alone is worthy of all honor
and glory?

Let us, however, leave these reflections and take notice of
the event described in the Gospel according to John, chapter 12,
verses 20 to 26. What is expressed there is a remarkable petition:
we wish to see Jesus. Not to see his disciples, Peter, James or

Now we can stop and seriously meditate about
ourselves. Is Christ, His faith, love and hope,
His beauty and uniqueness, represented in us?
in me? Contemporaries would like to see Christ
in me—and they have a full right to that! It is
good when people have these questions and
demonstrate such a noble desire.

But we can go even further. It is good when
we manifest such a vivid or even spontancous
desire: to see Christ; to perceive Him in His
full beauty, in a supernatural splendor-like
those three disciples on the mountain of
transfiguration, where the Lord put on the glow
of heavenly glory and unearthly perfection.

There is nothing more beautiful than to
desire to be like Him. Our existence speaks in international
language, quietly, without talking. Because today’s people are
tired from a lot of talking, performed on radio and TV and
written on the pages of thick newspapers and in many books,
it is much more effective if instead we display three aspects
of a Christ-like life:

a) Christ’s faithfulness and righteousness. Why? Contemporary
people can very easily afford to be unfaithful, not to keep their
word or promises, such as the promises given in marriage, and
they make decisions according to the immediate need or situation.
The world expects that we are and will be reliable partners, not

John (Philip or Judas), but the
Lord, only Him! Can such /
a desire be fulfilled today,
almost 2000 years after He
walked upon the sacred soil
of Palestine, today’s state of
Israel?

Let us tell it openly that
today’s people know that He
is no longer physically present
among us. If they want to see
Jesus, then they want to see
His spiritual image or moral

Do we live with the desire to see Jesus? If
yes, then it is wonderful! Let everything else
disappear from our view and only Jesus and
His supernatural beauty remain, as ir did for
those disciples on that glorious mountain of
transfiguration, so that we will perceive only
Him, and let His splendid image accompany
us until death and even thereafter.

trade, that we won’t cheat or
steal. The same applies in the
church! We have to be those
pillars, that our brother and
sister, pastor or whoever,
can lean on with a feeling of
certainty. Well, faithfulness is
a beautiful feature of Christ,
who loved His own until the
end, until His bitter death on
the cross.

j b) His love, which this

only in marriage, but also in

attributes in us. Because even

today some hope that in us,

not only in our faces, but in our lives, attitudes and approach
to people, His spirit, image and beauty is reflected, in the same
meaning as the apostle Paul writes in Second Corinthians 3:2,
“You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all
men.” Well, we have to think about this. It is a serious thing.
Are we legible at all? What can be read by a contemporary man
from the features of our face, from our reactions, behavior or
lifestyle? We can phrase it even more simply, as in the title
of Sheldon’s book In His Footprints: What would Christ do
in my place? Would He manifest Himself or proceed as I
do? Do I proceed at least similarly as would Christ do in my
place, in my situations?

world so often speaks about,
which is desired by every
human being, including us. Is there anybody who has no desire
to be loved, to become a subject of the attention of others, to
know that he or she is not lonely and has a positive meaning
for others, like marriage partners, children or parents, that
he or she is not just an easily forgettable zero, not missed
by anyone?

¢) His hope. If we want to paint a reliable image of Christ, we
have to mention and emphasize His hope. He lived and worked
in hope, with a clear sight of eternity. If not for Him, what
would we know about eternal heaven, about rewards for faithful
and sincere followers, and about hell? The word about God’s
last and just judgement belongs to His gospel, whether anybody
likes it or not. On this unhappy earth the majority of crimes
I~ Continues on page 35
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Jezisa vidiet

Pavol Kondac

J 12, 20-26
to z nas (dnes) by nechcel vidiet JeZiSa? Stokrat som si ho
predstavoval eSte za mladi, asi ako vyzeral On, idealna
osobnost mojho srdca. Ale pred dvoma tisicroCiami eSte
neexistovali fotoaparaty a Jeho asi nikto hodnoverne
nenamaloval, ani sochar nevytvoril aspon pribliznu
podobu muza z Nazareta, Spasitela sveta. Bol by zazrak, keby
sa taka busta, alebo cela socha zachovala az do naSich dni. Ved
kol'ko vojen bolo, kol'ko burok sa prehnalo cez uzemie malého
Izraela od tej doby. Vraj na turinskom platne sa zachovala podoba
jeho tvare a postavy. Nedavno vSak vedecky dokazali, Ze platno
pochadza iba z trinasteho storoCia, nas§ Pan Jezi§ nemohol byt
donho zabaleny v hrobe. Skoda...

Skoda? Alebo je to v Bozom plane, aby sme neuctievali nijaku
hmotu, kus platna, dreva, kamena, ba ani kus zeme, po ktorej
kracal, namiesto Toho jediného, ktory sam je hoden vsetkej
Ucty a slavy?

Nechajme vSak tieto uvahy a vSimnime si udalost, ktora je
opisana v evanjeliu Janovom, kap. 12, vo verSoch 20-26. Tam
zaznela pozoruhodna Ziadost:

krase, nadpozemskej nadhere—podobne ako traja ucenici na vrchu
Premenenia, kde si Pan obliekol Ziaru nebeskej slavy, nadpozemskej
dokonalosti.

Nuz ni¢ nie je krajsie ako chciet byt ako On. Nase bytie samo
hovori medzinarodnym esperantom, ticho, bez reci. Lebo dnesni
Tudia st unaveni z mnohych reci, hovorenych z radia a TV, alebo
pisanych na strankach hrubych novin a mnohych knih. Namiesto
toho je efektivnejSie, ked prejavime:

a) Kristovu vernost a spravodlivost. Preco? Dnesny ¢lovek si az
prili§ l'ahko dovoluje byt neverny, nesplnit slovo, dany slub,
napr. slub manzelstva a rozhoduje sa podla okamZitej potreby
a situacie. Svet pravom ocakava od nas, Ze my sme a budeme
spolahlivi partneri nielen v manzelstve, ale aj v obchode, zZe nikoho
neoklameme a neokradneme. Ba aj v cirkvi! Ze sme tam piliere,
o ktoré sa s pocitom istoty moZe opriet nas brat a sestra, kazatel,
alebo ktokol'vek. Teda vernost je krasna crta Kristova, ktory miloval
svojich az do konca, do svojej trpkej smrti na krizi.

b) To uz je krasny rys jeho lasky, o ktorej tol'ko hovori dneSny

svet, po ktorej tuzi vlastne kazdy

chceli by sme vidiet JeziSa. Teda
vidiet ani nie jeho ucenikov,
Petra, Jakuba ¢i Jana (Filipa,
alebo Judasa) ale Pana, iba
jeho! Je takato ziadost splni-
tel'na dnes, uz skoro 2000 rokov
potom, ¢o chodil po posvitnej
pode Palestiny, dnesného Statu
Izrael?

Povedzme si hned naplno,

medzi nami fyzicky nechodi. Ak

/ Zijeme tazbou vidiet Jezisa? Ak ano, je\
to krasne! Nech sa radsej strati z nasho
zorného pola vsetko iné a zostane nam iba
Jezis, jeho nadpozemska krasa. Podobne
ako ucenikom tam na onom slavhom
vrchu Premenenia. Aby sme vnimali iba
jeho, aby nas sprevadzal jeho krasny
7e dnesni [udia vedia, Ze On uz Kobraz az do smrti, ba aj potom.

¢lovek, aj my. Kto netuzi po tom,
aby bol milovany, aby sa stal
predmetom pozornosti druhych,
skratka, aby vedel, Ze nie je opus-
teny a sam, Ze nieco (pozitivne)
znamena pre svojich bliznych,
povedzme pre svojho manzel-
ského partnera, pre svoje deti
alebo rodicov, Ze nie je iba odmys-
litelnou nulou, ktora nikomu

nikde nechyba...
/ ¢) Ak chceme namalovat verny

chcu vidiet Jezisa, tak iba jeho

duchovnu podobu ¢i mravné

kvality v nas. Lebo aj dnes eSte aspon niektori dufaju, Ze v nas,
ani nie tak na nasej tvari, ale v naSom Zivote, postoji a pristupe
k Tudom sa odraza jeho duch, jeho podoba a krasa. Asi v tom
zmysle, ako piSe apostol Pavel v 2Kor 3,2: Vy ste jeho obraz, jeho
list, v ktorom cita svet. Nuz zamyslime sa, je to vec vazna. Sme
vobec &itatelni? Co vyéita dnesny ¢lovek z rysov nasej tvare,
z naSich reakcii na najroznejSie podnety, z nasho spravania ¢i
zivotného Stylu? Formulujme to eSte jednoduchsie, ako zaznelo v
titule Sheldonovej knihy V jeho slépéjich: Co by urobil Kristus na
mojom mieste? Prejavoval by sa, postupoval by ako ja? Postupujem
ja aspon priblizne podobne, ako by Kristus postupoval na mojom
mieste, v mojich situdciach?

Tu sa mdézeme zastavit, Co najserioznejSie sa zamysliet nad
sebou. Vyobrazuje sa v nas, vo mne, Kristus, jeho viera, laska
i nadej, jeho duchovna krasa a jedineCnost? DnesSny Clovek
by na mne, ¢i vo mne chcel vidiet Krista—a plnym pravom! A
vlastne je dobre, ked sa ludia takto pytaju, prejavuju takuto
uslachtilu tazbu.

Ale podme eSte dalej. Dobre je, ked my sami prejavime
ziva Ci az Zivelnu tuzbu: vidief Krista. Vnimat ho v jeho plnej

obraz Kristov, nemdzeme nespo-

menut, ba nezdoéraznit jeho
nadej. On zil a pracoval v nadeji, s jasnym pohladom do ve¢nosti.
Ved keby Jeho nebolo, ¢o by sme vedeli o veénom nebi, 0 odmene
vernych a uprimnych nasledovnikov, ba ano, aj o pekle? Do jeho
evanjelia organicky patri aj slovo o poslednom a spravodlivom
Bozom sude, ¢i sa to niekomu paci, alebo nie. Ved na tejto
naSej neStastnej zemi vacSina zloCinov sa prepecie, teda ostane
nepotrestand. Ano, niekedy sa nam zda, Ze rozni zloGinci to maju
lahSie a lepSie ako Tudia poctivi a bezuhonni. Boli by sme z toho
zufali, keby nebolo nadeje evanjelia, ktora nas ubezpecuje, Ze
mame Otca v nebi, ktory nezabudne na svojich vernych. Ze mame
Spasitela, ktory zaslubil, Ze pride a poberie si nas k sebe, aby sme
aj my boli tam, kde je On.

Nuz dovolte este raz otazku: Zijeme tuzbou vidiet Jezisa? Ak
ano, je to krasne! Nech sa radSej strati z nasho zorného pola vsetko
iné a zostane nam iba JeZiS, jeho nadpozemska krasa. Podobne
ako ucenikom tam na onom slavnom vrchu Premenenia. Aby sme
vnimali iba jeho, aby nas sprevadzal jeho krasny obraz az do
smrti, ba aj potom. A eSte vyslovujem smelu tuzbu: chceli by sme
sami odzrkadlovat jeho duchovni a mravnu dokonalost—alebo
skromnejsie: aspon Ciastku z nej a tak byt jeho vernym obrazom.

a

Glorious Hope ® Slavnd nadéje = March-April 2002

29



Bible Study

about God and His relationship not

only to Jews but also to Gentiles.
Nineveh was a wicked city. The Bible
says (Jon. 1:2), “Go to the great city of
Ninevelh and preach against it, because
its wickedness has come up before me.”
Nineveh was wicked, and Jonah was a
prophet. He knew that not too many
years later Syria would come down and
swallow it. He knew that, and he was
prejudiced and bigoted, proud and
arrogant. But worse than prejudice and
bigotry and pride is apathy—indifference.
Some suggest it is the greatest problem
in the church today. Many Christians
in retirement become indifferent. They
sing, “Anywhere with Jesus I can go
to sleep.” They are as relaxed as boiled
spaghetti and indifferent to the Great
Commission, and they figure their work
is through. I’ve done my share.

Great problem, apathy. God wants us
to be aware of the lostness of mankind
and to do something about it. Oh, God!
Give us ambition, enthusiasm about the
world and the lost, about the need.
Help us not to die before we die. Praise
God for people with enterprise, who
are alive, alert and aggressive. Most
of us are people who say “Ohhh!”
but don’t mean it. We engage in all
sorts of nonsense and programs or
entrepreneurial exploration, all kinds
of nonsense to get the world into the
church so that we grow by it.

God has told us to go, and we ought
to stop saying “No” and wake up. “Wake
thou that sleepest and arise from the
dead and Christ shall give you life.” So,
if there is any degree of apathy in your
life, you’re indifferent. You don’t care
the way you used to care. You don’t have
the same burden for the lost. You don’t

In this study of Jonah, we learn a lot

Jonah and Whale

Dr. Andrew Kmetko
Book of Jonah

have the same thrill
when people come to
the Lord. May the
Lord get hold of us
this morning. It would
be interesting if we
saw the world as God
sees it and saw how
we fit into the picture
for God.

So, we have the

go to the Nazis and preach
the gospel. It took some
people years to finally buy
a Japanese car. There were
strong feelings about the
Japanese and the Germans.
Let them go to hell!!! There
was that feeling. Jonah did
not want the Ninevites to
be saved, and Satan was on
Jonah’s side. The biggest

demand to go. Jonah’s

disobedient “No” was

wicked. You must understand that Jonah
was a prophet, and he knew what the
future held.. He was aware that eventu-
ally Syria would come down and take
Nineveh captive. Yet he was not very
enthusiastic about the city turning to
God. Now you are going to see that the
reason Jonah didn’t go is because he
knew that God is gracious and merciful
and he was afraid God was going to
save them. He was more interested in
dying than in getting them saved. It is
amazing. He is a man of God. There is
no question about it. The major purpose
and scheme and machination of the god
of this world—the devil—is to stop people
from accepting the Christ of our gospel.
Paul says (2 Cor. 4:3-4), “If our gospel is
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.
The god of this age has blinded the minds
of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God.”

The devil blinds the minds of people.
Anything he can do to keep people from
getting saved, he does. Sometimes he
even works through the bigotry and
prejudice of Christians.

But you must be careful because
sometimes we can have this same spirit
that Jonah had. Jonah did not like the
Ninevites. They were wicked, uncouth,
and sinful. They loved to hurt and kill
and maim. It would be like God asking
you right after the Second World War to

problem in the book of

Jonah is not Jonah in the
whale. It is what is in Jonah. He has a
heart that doesn’t beat for those kinds of
people. If we aren’t careful, we can get
hoity-toity in our churches. Don’t get
buddy-buddy with just certain people
in the church. You’ve got a little group
over here and over there. They should all
be your friends. That is very important.
What we need to do is get out and
get people who are lost! All kinds of
people: poor, rich, educated, uneducated,
Baptists and non-Baptists.

But Jonah went the other way, ran
from the presence of God. There was a
great wind, a great storm. The sailors
were afraid and they prayed, every man to
his own god, and Jonah was asleep.

“Then the sailors said to each other,
‘Come, let us cast lots to find out who is
responsible for this calamaty.” They cast lots
and the lot fell on Jonah. So they asked
him, “Tell us, who is vesponsible for making
all this trouble for us? What do you do?
Where do you come from? What is your
country? From what people are you?>
(1:7,8) When we are speaking to others,
are we clear about who we are? Are
you a Christian? Never would have
believed it. Who are you? When Paul
was shipwrecked, they didn’t have to ask
Paul who he was. He was a witness on
the ship. “Jonah replied, I am a Hebrew
and I worship the God of heaven who
made the sea and the dry land.” The sen
was getting rougher and rougher. So they
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asked him, “What should we do to you to
make the sea calm down for us?’ ‘Pick
me up and throw me into the sea,” he
rephlied, ‘and it will become calm. 1 know
that it is my fault that this great stovm
has come upon you,” “(v. 9-12).

Jonah is a picture of Christ. In
Matthew 12:40 it says, “For as Jonah
was three days and three nights in the
belly of the great fish, so will the Son
of Man be three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth.” So, Jonah is
a picture of Jesus Christ, with some
exceptions, of course.

Jonah was recalcitrant, disobedient,
a bigot. Remember that with all those
things being so, there is still a sense
in which Jonah and what happened to
him—that is, going into the belly of the
whale and coming out—is a picture of
Jesus Christ. It was only when Jonah
was thrown over that the mariners were
saved. There is gospel there. Our only
hope of salvation was when Jesus Christ
took our sin: “He himself borve our sins
in his body on the tree, so that we might
die to sins and live for righteousness; by
his wounds you have been healed,” (1Pet.
2:24). Jesus Christ died for us: “For
Christ’s love compels us, because we are
convinced that one died for all, and
therefore all died,” (2 Cor. 5:14). He
died for my sins. The only hope for the
mariners to be saved was for Jonah to
be thrown over. He told them that. But
verse 13 says, “Instead, the men did their
best to row back to land. But they could
not, for the sea grew even wilder than
before.” Isn’t it interesting how human
beings are? We say to people that the
only way you can be saved is if you
accept Jesus Christ. It is the only way.
Jesus Christ was thrown over for you.
He died for you. He took your rap.
He took your sin. He became your
substitute. But in spite of that, people
keep rowing.

As a matter of fact, early on in this
chapter, not only did they row harder
but they gave things up, threw them
over. They probably thought, “Well, if
we’re going to calm the sea, we’ll have
to give some things up, throw them
over.” If you get rid of enough. It’s not
casting things over, nor is it rowing just
a little harder. It’s accepting what Christ

has done that is hard to get people to
understand. Paul says, “What then shall
we say that Abraham, our forefather,
discovered in this matter? If, in fact,
Abraham was justified by works, he
had something to boast about—but not
before God. What does the Scripture
say? ‘Abrabam believed God, and it was
credited to him as vighteousness,” “(Rom.
4:1-3). Even with Abraham, it wasn’t
his works but his faith, Paul says. He
continues, “Under what circumstances was
it credited? Was it after he was civcumcised
or before? It was not after, but before!”
(Rom. 4:10) Not circumcision—he
was justified 13 years before he was
circumcised. That whole chapter says it
was not by religious right, not by works,
not by circumcision or baptism, not by
keeping the Law. It is not reformation. It
is regeneration. It is not throwing things
over. Jonah said, “You have to throw me
over,” but they kept on rowing: “A little
harder on the left side! Come on, let’s all
pull together.” And Jonah said, “Didn’t
I tell you? It is not throwing things over.
It is not rowing hard or harder. You have
to throw me over.” Because the man was
thrown over, the mariners were saved.
That is the gospel.

The only way the wrath of God can
cease is that we accept the fact that He
was thrown over for us. This is a big
problem. This is what unbelievers have
called the fish story. A lot of people get
tripped up on this. How in the world can
you believe in a story like this?  People
talk about old Jonah, that it is just a story
like any fairy tale, or poem: “The whale
put Jonah down the hatch but coughed
him up because he scratched.”—Burma
Shave. How is that possible? In the
original Hebrew the whale is not really
a whale. It’s a sea monster, it’s a big
fish. So it could have been a whale or a
large shark. There have been whales large
enough to swallow men. There are whales
that have four to six compartments in
their stomach, a little apartment. Jonah
got into that whale and said, you know,
we could fix this place up and perhaps
rent it out for a light housekeeping
apartment. They might even have a
choice of rooms. In the head of a large
whale there is an air storage chamber,
an enlargement of the nasal passage

measuring 7 feet high by 7 feet wide by
14 feet long, and if he has an unwelcome
guest on board that gives him a headache,
that whale swims to the nearest land and
gets rid of it just as he did Jonah.

There is something interesting in
the text. The Bible says that the Lord
provided a great fish to swallow Jonah.
What do I care what the critics say about
Jonah and the whale? If we can make a
submarine that holds forty men, certainly
God can make a salt-water taxi for Jonah
for three days and three nights. God
prepared it. So, whether you can find a
whale big enough is really irrelevant.
Is the problem how big his mouth is?
No, the problem is, how did he survive?
How could he stay alive for three days
and three nights?

That brings up another statement. He
didn’t stay alive. He died. Yes, I believe
this; the typology shows it. It says in
Matthew 12:40, “For as Jonah was three
Anys and three nights in the belly of a huge
fish, so the Son of Man will be three days
and three nights in the beart of the earth.”
Did Christ die or not? Of course He did!
Jonah presents a beautiful picture. Jonah
died and was resurrected. Christ died and
was resurrected. There are some notable
Bible scholars who believe this.

Is there anything in the text that says
that? “Then Jonab prayed unto the Lord
bis God out of the fish’s belly,” (2:1). The
word “belly” (King James Version) here
is different from the word in verse 2:
“...out of the belly of hell cried I, and
thou heardest my voice.” There are
several words for Hell in the Bible. In
the New Testament it is Hades, and in
the Old Testament it is Sheol; they are
the same thing. When an unsaved man
died, he would go to Hades. If he were
saved and died, he would go to Hades.
That is why there were two compart-
ments, one for the believer and one for
the unbeliever, Paradise and Hell (Luke.
16:19-26). Here it says Jonah cried out
of the belly of Hell (2:2, KJV). And
in verse 6, (KJV), “I went down to the
bottoms of the mountains; the earth with
her bars was about me for ever: yet thou
hast browght up my life from corvruption.”

Compare what Jonah says with the
second chapter of Acts, concerning the

5" Continues on page 33
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Bible Study

1. Casti predkladanej tematickej Studie

sme sa zamerali na poslanie, ktoré

dal Hospodin Jonasovi, ako aj na
Bozie mocné konanie uprostred okolnosti
Jonasovho uteku. Pri tomto Studiu sme
si spolu s Jonasom zobrali dve dolezité
ponaucenia:

1. V uteku pred Bohom nie je mozné
uspiet.

2. Neposlusnost vo¢i Panu Bohu je
zavaznym hriechom, vytvara zméitok v
Zivote Cloveka a negativne ovplyviauje aj
zivoty okolitych I'udi. V§emohuci Pan vSak
aj v takychto situaciach preukazuje svoju
milost.

V tejto Casti §tudie sa najprv budeme
venovat druhej kapitole prorockej knihy, v
ktorej Pan Boh vo svojej milosti a vernosti
zachranuje Jonasa a uc€i jeho i nas dalSim
principom. Pripravenim vel'kej ryby, ktora
pohltila proroka (Jonds
2:1), sleduje Pan Boh
niekol'ko cielov:

a. Jednym z nich
je zachranit proroka
pred smrtou a viest
ho k tomu, aby volal
k Hospodinovi o Jeho
zlutovanie a zachranu-
jucu pomoc (Jonds
2:1-3). Jonas, ktory na
lodi, uprostred Zivelnej
pohromy a zmatkov
nevolal k Hospodinovi
(Jonds 1:5-6), sa teraz
modli k Bohu “zvnutra
ryby” (Jonds 2:2) a Pan Boh obnovuje s
prorokom komunikaciu (Jonds 2:3c).

b. Dalsim cielom je, aby Jonas prostred-
nictvom nelahkych skusenosti ohrozenia
jeho vlastného zZivota spoznal, Ze ,spasenie
je Hospodinovo” (Jonds 2:4-10). Jedine
Pan Boh je ten verny, mocny, konajuci,
realisticky, ktory poskytuje zachranu nielen
Jonasovi, ale vSetkym, ktori na Neho volaju
v pokani—Skutky 2:37-39, Skutky 4:12.

Boh je verny, plodny a fakticky

Jan Banko
Knihy proroka Jonasa

c. Pan Boh ma vsak aj
dalsi ciel—vydat prostred-
nictvom JonaSovho pri-
behu buducim genera-
ciam prorocké svedectvo
o Zivote, smrti, pocho-
vani a vzkrieseni BoZieho
Syna, Pana JeziSa Krista,
kde vidime nasledovné

narodov a priviedol ich k poka-
niu a k obnoveniu vztahu s
Nim.”—precitajte si a uvazujte
nad biblickym textom: 1.7imo-
teovi 2:1-4

Prvé dve kapitoly Studova-
nej prorockej knihy sa dotykali
najma tematiky BoZieho zlu-
tovania nad JonaSom. Vidime

paralely:

— JonaSova skasenost
v utrobach vel'kej ryby je znamenim ukazu-
jucim hrieSnemu pokoleniu na Krista a
stucasne je aj volanim k pokdniu—Jondas 2:1,
Matis 12:38-41,

— Podobne ako Jonas volal ,,zahnany
som spred tvojich o¢i”—Jonds 2:5a, Pan JeZzis
Kristus vola z kriza Golgoty ,Moj Boze,
moj Boze, preco si ma opustil?”’—Matiis
2746,

— Jonasovo svedectvo ,ale ty si vytiahol
moj zivot z jamy, Hospodine, moj Boze”—
Jonds 2:7b, ma paralelu, ktora sa tyka Pana
JeziSa Krista, vo versi ,lebo nezanechas
mojej duSe v ri§i smrti; nedas svojmu sva-
tému, aby videl porusenie” - Zalm 16:10,

/

Slovak Bible Study Class

Skutky 2:25-27.

Tretie ponaucenie, ktoré tu spolu s
prorokom JonaSom prijimame, by sme
mohli formulovat takto: ,Pan Boh vo svojom
zlutovani, vernosti a plodnej vSemohucnosti
pouZziva neobmedzeny rozsah prostriedkov
realneho sveta (velky vietor a burka na
mori, vel'ka ryba, ktora pohltila Jonasa...),
ako aj vyroky proroctiev na to, aby ziskal
pozornost jednotlivcov, skupin, ba i celych

tu Boziu zachranujucu moc
v ¢innosti. Tretia kapitola sa
najprv venuje obnoveniu BozZieho poverenia
daného prorokovi JonaSovi.

Pan Boh tu po druhy raz poveruje Jonasa
prorockym poslanim v meste Ninive (Jonds
3:1). Na zaklade doterajSieho posolstva knihy
proroka JonaSa moZeme v suvislosti s prvym
verSom tretej kapitoly formulovat dalSie,
v poradi uz Stvrté poucenie nasledovnym
sposobom: ,Bozia milostiva vernost sa
prejavuje aj v tom, Ze i po osobnom zlyhani
je mozné navratit sa v pokani a osobnom
odovzdani sa k Panu Bohu a nebyf tak
odluceny od Neho a diskvalifikovany z Bozej
sluzby.” - pozrite si a aplikujte do svojich
Zivotov biblicky text: /.Jdna 2:1-3

Pan Boh dalej Jonasovi dava na vedomie,
Ze nema hovorit sam zo seba, ale ma kazat
slova Bozie (Jonds 3:2). Toto bolo pravdou
o0 Bozom Synovi, Panu JeziSovi Kristovi
a ma to byt pravdou aj o vSetkych Jeho
sluZobnikoch— Jdn 3:34a, podobne, ako to
bolo pravdou o MojziSovi—Exodus 4:10- 16,
JeremiaSovi—Jeremias 1:6-9 a o JeziSovych
ucenikoch—Matus 10:19-20.

Piate ponaucenie, ktoré z toho vyplyva
je nasledovné: ,,Pan Boh vo svojej milosti
plodne kona prostrednictvom svojich slu-
zobnikov, ktori sluzia z Bozieho poverenia
a hovoria slova Bozie.”—zamyslite sa nad
biblickym textom: /. Petra 4:10-11 z hladiska
nasledovnikov Pana Jezisa Krista.

Nabuduce, v trefom pokracovani tvah o
BoZom vernom, plodnom a faktickom konani
sa na zaklade tretej a Stvrtej kapitoly knihy
proroka JonaSa zamyslime nad tematikou
Bozieho zIutovania a pokania mesta Ninive,
ako aj nad odozvou samotného proroka
Jonasa a nakoniec zhrnieme vsetky poucenia
a principy, ktoré sme formulovali v jednotli-
vych Castiach nasho biblického studia.

a
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Bible Study - Jonah ... Continues from page 31

resurrection of Christ (Acts 2:25-31):
“For David says concerning him: ‘1
Soresaw the Lovd abways beforve my face.
For he is at my right hand, that I may not
be shaken. Therefore my heart rejoiced,
and my tongue was glad: Moveover my
[flesh also will vest in hope. For you will
not leave my soul in hell, nor will you
allow your Holy One to see corruption.
You have made known to me the ways
of life; You will make me full of joy in
your presence.” Men and brethren, let me
speak freely to you of the patriarch David,
that he is both dead and buried, and his
tomb is with us to this day. Therefore,
being a prophet, and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him that of
the frut of his body, according to the
[lesh, he would raise up the Christ to sit
on his throne. He, foreseeing this, spoke
concerning the vesurvection of the Christ,
that his soul was not left in bell, nor did
his flesh see covruption.”

David refers to Hell and corruption,
concerning the resurrection of Christ:
“For you will not leave my soul in hell,
nor will you allow your Holy One to see
corruption.” The writer is saying you
know that David is talking about Christ
because He died and rose again, so I
believe that is another proof that when
Jonah died, he went to Hell, to Sheol,
but that God did not allow him to
see corruption and he was raised from
the dead.

Jonah prayed in the belly of the fish
(2:4-9). Note the personal pronoun
here, “Then I said, I am cast out of thy
sight; yet I will look again toward thy
holy temple. The waters compassed me
about, even to the soul: the depth closed
me round about, the weeds were wrapped
about my head. I went down to the
bottoms of the mountains; the earth with
her bars was about me for ever: yet hast
thou brought up my life from corruption,
O Lovd my God. When my soul fainted
wathin me I vemembered the Lovd: and
my prayer came in unto thee, into thine
holy temple.” © Now at this point, you
would think that Jonah would humble
himself before his God and his Lord:
“Pm about as low as anyone can be. 1

can’t do anything myself. I’'m hopeless
and belpless and, unless you help me, 1
can’t be helped.” But no, Jonah was so
filled with Jonah that after describing
his terrible situation, he was going to tell
God what he was going to do (2:8-9a):
“They that observe lying vanities forsake
their own mercy. But I will sacrifice unto
thee with the voice of thanksgiving.” And
then he said, “I will pay that that 1 have
vowed.” ’'m going to start tithing, Lord.
This is what I am going to do for you.
Isn’t that like a carnal Christian! They
are filled with the flesh and its desires.
“Help me with this, Lord, and I will...!”
One of the hardest things for us to do
is to get out of the way and say, “Lord,
if this is going to work, you’ve got to
be in it.” But Jonah is just I, I, I. The
only answer to his diligence is in the
text. Finally, exhausted, throwing up his
hands, he says (v. 9), “...Salvation is of
the Lord.” That did it, that’s it. When
you come to the end of yourself and
you say, in essence, that salvation is of
the Lord. There is a terrible struggle
with self, with me, me, me. Listen to
Romans 7: 21-25: “So I find this law
at work: When I want to do good, evil
is right there with me. For in my inner
being 1 delight in God’s law; but I see
another lpw at work in the members of my
body, waging war against the law of my
mind and making me a prisoner of the
law of sin at work within my members.
What a wretched man I am! Who will
rescue me from this body of death? Thanks
be to God—through Jesus Christ our
Lord!” And Romans 8:3-4: “For what
the law was poweriess to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did
by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful man to be a sin offering. And so be
condemmed sin in sinful man, in ovder
that the righteous requirements of the
law might be fully met in wus, who do
not live according to the sinful nature
but according to the Spirit,” (Romans
8:3-4). That is the answer, the Holy
Spirit.

We sometimes think that God did
His part and now the rest belongs to
me, but that is not the way it is. Some

interpret the Jonah story like this: the
whale threw up Jonah in the sea and
then God said, “Swim, Jonah, the rest is
up to you. Swim! Swim! You are saved,
paddle hard!” No! No! Being saved
from sin’s penalty is the work of God,
and being saved from sin’s power every
day is the work of the Holy Spirit. I’ve
got to come to the end of myself to get
saved. I also have to come to the end
of myself if I’m going to be serviceable
to God.

As soon as Jonah said, “Salvation is
of the Lord,” that did it. The whale
regurgitated Jonah on to dry land. God
did it. We can only be successful as
Christians to the degree that we can
say, “I can’t do it. It must be His work
in me that gets it done, and when I
get to the place where I can say, “I am
crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by the faithfulness”—not faith; the
word is pistis and it is in the objective
form here—"of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me,”
(Gal. 2:20). I live by the faithfulness of
the Son of God. It is His Spirit working
out His faithfulness in me. Not my
work, it is His.

Oh, the bitter pain and sorrow that
a time could ever be when I proudly
said to Jesus, “All of self and none of
thee.” But He found me. I beheld Him
hanged upon that cursed tree and my
foolish heart said faintly, “Some of
self and some of Thee.” Day by day
His tender mercy healing, helping
full and free brought me closer while
I whispered, “Less of self and more
of Thee.” Higher than the highest
mountain, deeper than the deepest sea,
Lord at last Thy love has conquered.
“None of self and all of Thee.”

That’s where it is, it is grace that
saves me. It is grace that sustains me.
The Spirit of God that causes new birth
in the womb of the heart. It is the Holy
Spirit that fulfills the righteousness of
the Law. When Jonah stopped thinking
about Jonah and said, “Salvation is of
the Lord,” that is all it took.

4
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Czechs and Slovaks and the Bible —rarto

The Formation of Czechoslovakia

Natasha Legierski
translated by Peter Branda

Europe was going through important changes. Hungary

and the remainder of Austria became separate countries

with a common ruler (Franz Josef I, Habsburg emperor
and king of Hungary), and common ministers of foreign affairs.
A delegation composed of both parliaments, from Vienna and
Budapest, decided on internal matters of both countries.

The population of mid-eastern Europe was composed of
three major ethnic groups, Germanic, Roman and Slavic, along
with smaller groups such as the Magyars, Turks, Greeks, and
Albanians, among others. The Slavs consisted of the eastern,
western and southern groups. There were also three small
groups scattered throughout mid-eastern Europe: Jews, Roma
and Armenians. The Roma roamed the countryside, while the
Jews and Armenians resided in cities. Many of these groups
were experiencing a national awakening, which led to cultural,
administrative and political autonomy, and in some
cases to complete independence. Important roles
were played by the educational, science-oriented

During the second half of the 19" century, mid-eastern

Tomas G. Masaryk. He was a politician, philosopher and man
of great morals and intellect. He believed that the strength
of the Czech nation had its primary source in the spiritual
values of the Hussites and Czech Brethren rather than in the
French Revolution.

Friction developed between Budapest and Vienna (the
Hungarians felt they were being oppressed), which led to a
crisis. Labor strikes and unrest spread within the Habsburg
Empire. Although efforts were made to resolve the struggle
between the use of the Czech and German languages, the
Czech language continued to be oppressed. Despite this, Czech
art and music entered the international scene. Prague became
the center of Jewish-German culture, personified by Franz
Katka (1883-1924).

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand on June 28,
1914, in Sarajevo, led to the start of World War I. This war

Central Europe, 1910

and cultural organizations that supported various
nationalistic programs. The Slavs especially
had many cultural organizations with the aim
of printing and distributing literature in the
population’s mother tongue. Growth in the fields
of science, art and education led to the founding
of universities and schools at all levels. In 1882,
Charles University split into separate Czech and
German sections.

The situation led to the creation of new
political parties and a growth of social and national
radicalism that also affected the sphere of the
church (the Catholic political movement). The
Slovakian People’s Party (led by the priest Ondrej
Hlinka) cooperated with the Hungarian Catholic
People’s Party. A similar coalition was created by
the Slovakian Social Democrats and the Hungarian
Social Democrats. The Slovak leaders, however,
lacked sufficient support from the Slovak masses.
Under Hungarian control, the Slovaks were
threatened with the loss of national identity.

The political scene in the Czech lands reflected
the social composition of society. The newly
formed parties (Christian Socialists, National
Socialists, Party of Realists and Agrarian Party)
cach presented a direction in which to lead the
nation. The new generation of educated circles
and Czech modernism influenced the arts as well
as societal trends and politics. The influential
Party of Realists was led by university professor
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brought an end to the conservative monarchy in Europe. It
devastated all of Europe and shook all current values. In all
European countries, the old social structure was altered and
new opportunities arose. Women began to replace men at
work and in public life. The influence of radical individuals
and movements grew. The changes in Central and Southern
Europe allowed for the creation of new states. Germany
became a republic, and the nations of the former Austro-
Hungarian Empire formed new states.

The Czechs and Slovaks were not ready for war and its
consequences. They were led to create their own state from
the ruins of the Habsburg Empire. Tomas G. Masaryk, who
had emigrated in 1915 to organize the resistance movement
against Austria-Hungary and to present the plan for an
independent Czechoslovakia to the Allies, took this initiative.
In the National Council of Czechoslovakia he worked
together with Milan Rastislav Stefanik (1880-1919), a Slovak
astronomer and officer in the French air force, and politician
Dr. Edvard Benes (1884-1948). They were supported by
Czechoslovak organizations from abroad, especially from
the USA and Canada. A key role was played by organized
military units, composed of Czechoslovak prisoners of war
and deserters, who decided to fight for their independence.
These units were formed in France, Italy and Russia.
Internal events were organized by the National Council, an
organization composed of representatives of all the Czech
political parties.

After many difficulties, in 1917 the United Nations
agreed that “the Czechoslovaks should be freed from foreign
rule”. On May 30, 1918, in Pittsburg Pennsylvania, Czech
and Slovak organizations agreed, in the presence of T. G.
Masaryk, to create a common state. This represented a
significant step forward. On October 27, 1918, in an effort
to end the war in all circumstances, the Austro-Hungarian
minister of foreign affairs agreed to acknowledge the rights
of the Czechoslovaks and southern Slavs. This was the right
time for the National Council to assume control of food
supplies and various ministries. In the afternoon of the same
day, independence was declared in Prague. A day later, the
Slovaks declared independence in Bratislava.

Religious, national and social questions abounded. The
Church played an important role in many parts of mid-
castern Europe. The Roman Catholics dominated, while the
Protestants were fewer in number as a result of centuries of
persecution. The creation of the Czechoslovak state gave
new hope to those in exile, who longed to return to their
homeland. As J.A. Komensky had predicted, the Czech
language did not disappear from among those exiled, even
in places where there were no Czech schools. Protestant
churches in the newly formed Czechoslovakia were preparing
for the return of exiles. After a long period of spiritual
darkness, light finally began to shine through. No one
suspected what problems would arise and how these would
affect the life of the church in the 20™ century. Members of
the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention supported their fellow
brothers and sisters in Christ with great zeal, but could not
predict the hardships that awaited.

a

Editorial ... Pokratovani ze strany 26

stavala takovou tichou manifestaci v nasledovani Pana JeziSe
Krista. Bylo to tézké obdobi. Mame dostupna mnoha svédectvi o
pronasledovani a utrpeni véficich v dob¢ totality. Zvlasté mlada
generace byla vystavena neuvéfritelnym situacim, ve kterych se
tfibil jeji skuteény vztah k Panu Bohu. Vzpomenme jen vojenskou
povinnou sluzbu, ze které se néktefi jiz nevratili. Divodem bylo
napftiklad prani zlcastnit se velikono¢nich bohosluzeb. Dotycny
mlady muz, po Zadosti o vychazku v nedé¢li rano, nebyl vice spatfen.
Rodice dostali oznameni o smrti syna, ktery polozil sv{ij Zivot za
vlast, socialistickou vlast. Ano, polozil svlij Zivot, v tomto pripadé
vSak za vlast nebeskou.

Zijeme ve svobodné zemi. Dnes je svoboda i v nasi vlasti, byvalém
Ceskoslovensku. Bez obav se miizeme tcastnit bohosluzeb, vefejné
vyznavat prislusnost k Panu Jezi§i Kristu a nést zvést o spaseni
hynoucim dusim. Kladu si otazku: Jsme opravdu svobodni? Jaky je
skuteény stav naseho nitra? Zijeme ve velmi komplikované dobé.
Konflikt stiha konflikt. Clovék je hnan jakoby neznamou silou vpied,
bez mozZnosti se zastavit nebo zorientovat. Mlada generace, piebirajici
stafetu, vidi hodnoty Zivota s Kristem a v Kristu mlhavé, anebo je
nevidi viibec. To je tragedie lidské spole¢nosti.

Na kfizi Pan Jezi§ vydobyl svobodu. Nejedna se o svobodu od
totalitniho rezimu nebo svobodu podnikani. Pan JeZziS vydobyl
svobodu vnitiniho byti ¢lovéka. Vnimame do dtsledku, co to vlastné
znamena? Vidi tuto svobodu, naseho vnitiniho byti, také nase okoli,
ve kterém se pohybujeme? Je nas zivot manifestaci vzkriSeného
JeziSe Krista?

Chvala Panu Bohu, Ze mame jistotu o Jeho naprosté svrchovanosti.
Je to uzasna jistota v téchto pohnutych dobach. Pan Blih pracuje
tisici moznymi zptisoby a své dilo kona. Diky Mu za vSechny vérné
sluzebniky a sluzebnice. Diky Mu za vSechny vérné modlitebniky a
modlitebnice. Diky Mu za vzacné obecenstvi i poslani Ceskoslovenské
konvence USA a Kanady. Diky Mu za poslani tohoto ¢asopisu,
diky Mu za v€rné prispivatele. Kéz jsou mnohé dusSe oslovovany a
motivovany k nasledovani vzkfiSeného Krista i skrze stranky tohoto
Casopisu. To je nasim pranim i modlitbou.

V Panu Jezisi Kristu,
Séfredaktorka Natasa Legierskd
a

To See Jesus ... Continues from page 28

remains unpunished. Sometimes it seems to us that for various
criminals it is easier and better than for those who are honest
and blameless. We would be desperate if not for the hope of the
gospel, which assures us that we have a Father in heaven who
doesn’t forget His faithful children. Yes, we have a Saviour, Who
has promised to come again and take us with Him, so that we
can be there where He is.

Well, allow me to ask once more: Do we live with the desire
to see Jesus? If yes, then it is wonderful! Let everything else
disappear from our view and only Jesus and His supernatural
beauty remain, as ir did for those disciples on that glorious
mountain of transfiguration, so that we will perceive only Him,
and let His splendid image accompany us until death and even
thereafter. And I would like to express a bold desire: that we
would want to reflect His spiritual and moral perfection, or
more modestly at least a part of it, and so seek to become

His true image.
a
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Nase narody a Bible —o. eist

Vznik Ceskoslovenska

NataSa Legierska

tredovychodni Evropa prochazela v druhé poloviné
19. stoleti historicky kliCovymi zménami.
Madarsko a zbytek Rakouska se stalo
staty, spojenymi vladcem (Habsburgsky
cisaf a madarsky kral, FrantiSek Josef 1.) se
spole¢nymi ministry zahrani¢nich véci. Dele-
gace sestavena z obou parlamentd (ve Vidni
a v Budapesti) rozhodovala o spole¢nych
zajmech obou stata.

Populace stredovychodni Evropy se skladala
ze tfi zakladnich etnicko-jazykovych skupin,
germanské, romanské a slovanské, spolu
s menS§imi skupinami baltickymi, madarskymi,
turko-tatarskymi, albanskymi a feckymi.
Slovanské skupiny byly rozd€leny na vychodni,
zapadni a jizni slovanské etnicko-jazykové
skupiny. Kromé téchto skupin existovaly dals$i tfi
skupiny, rozptylené po celé stredovychodni Evpopé:
Romové, Zidé a Arménci. Romové se zdrzovali
na venkové a v okoli vesnic, Zidé a Arménci ve
méstech.

Vsechny tyto

Tomas Garrique Masaryk
(1850-1937)

ristu socialniho i narodniho radikalizmu, zasahujiciho i do
oblasti cirkve (katolické politické hnuti). Slovenska lidova
strana ( viid¢i osobnosti byl farai Ondrej Hlinka)
spolupracovala s madarskou katolickou lidovou
stranou. Podobné se spojili i slovenS§ti socialni
demokraté se socialnimi demokraty madarskymi.
Vedouci Slovakt vSak postradali potfebnou
odezvu ze stran slovenského lidu. Slovenské
oslabené kultufe a narodnimu védomi hrozilo
zaniknuti b€hem jedné generace, anebo kom-
pletni pomadarsténi.
Politicka struktura v Cechach odrazela
socialni rozvrstveni spolecnosti. Vznikem novych
stran (kfestanskosocialni, narodné socialni, rea-
listické a agrarni) byly vyhroceny konflikty tykajici
se sméru, kterym by se m¢l narod ubirat. Nova
generace vzdélanych kruht a ¢esky modernizmus
pronikal nejen do uméni, ale prevladal i v mySleni
spole¢nosti, naroda a politiky. Ve vedeni vlivné realis-
tické strany stal vysokoskolsky profesor Tomas G.
Masaryk— politik,

skupiny prochazely
narodnim probu-
zenim, které vedlo
k vétSim kulturnim,
spravnim (adminis- ) - -
trativnim), politic- :
kym autonomiim,
v nékterych pfipa-
dech aZ k neza-
vislosti. Vychovng,
védecké a kulturni
organizace hraly
dtilezitou roli v pod-
porovani aktivity
v narodnich obno-
vach. Témér kazda
skupina méla
aspon jednu nebo
vice téchto orga-
nizaci. Zvlasté u

filosof, velikan po
strance moralni i
intelektu. VEril, Ze
sila ¢eského naroda
prameni z duchov-
nich hodnot, Ze
Husité a Cesti bratfi
byli vétsimi pivodci
¢eského narodniho
obrozeni, nez fran-
couzska revoluce.
Vztahy mezi Buda-
pesti a Vidni prova-
zely tfenice (Madafi
se citili utlacovani),
které vedly ke krizi.
Habsburgskym pan-
stvim se §ifily stavky
a nepokoje. Pres
neustalé snahy o
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Slovanti to byly tzv.
matice nebo kul-
turni nadace, zaloZené za ucelem Sifeni a tisknuti knih a dalsi
podobné kulturni aktivity v rodném jazyce (napf. ochotnické
spolky a divadla). Rozvoj védy, uméni a vzdélani vedl k zakladani
univerzit, gymnazii a vys$Sich §kol. Doslo k rozdéleni Karlovy
univerzity na ¢eskou a némeckou (v roce 1882).

Situace vedla ke vzniku fady masovych politickych stran a

Czechoslovakia in the 20th century

vyfeSeni jazykové
otazky i rlznymi
kompromisy (napf.
uznat oba jazyky jako ufedni anebo oznacit uzemi s jazykem
Ceskym, s némeckym a smiSenym, tzn. s obéma jazyky) byla
CeStina neustale potlacovana. Presto ¢eské uméni a hudba
pronikalo na mezinarodni scénu. Praha se stala centrem zvlastni
zidovskonémecké kultury, jejimz predstavitelem a stélesnénim byl
Franz Kafka (1883-1924).
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Atentat na nasledovnika triinu, Frantiska Ferdinanda d “Este,
28. Cervna 1914 v Sarajevu, vyvolal prvni sv€tovou valku. Tato valka
prinesla kolapsi konzervativni monarchie v Evropé. SpustoSila
celou Evropu a otfasla vSemi hodnotami. Ve vSech evropskych
zemich narusSila starou socialni skladbu a umoznila vzestup novych
vrstev. Zeny zadaly nahrazovat muze v zaméstnanich i ve vefejném
zivoté. Vzrostl vliv radikalizovanych osob i mas.
Zmény ve stiedni i jizni Evrop€ umoznily vzniku
novych statd. Némecko se stalo republikou
a narody zijici na uzemi Rakousko-uherské
monarchie si vytvofily vlastni staty.

Cesi ani Slovaci nebyli na valku a jeji nasledky
pripraveni. Byli pfivedeni k tomu, aby vytvorili
stat z trosek Habsburgské fiSe. Program nezavis-
losti pfevzal Tomas G. Masaryk (1850-1937),
ktery odeSel v roce 1915 do emigrace, kde
zorganizoval odboj proti Rakousku-Uhersku a
u spojenct prosadil mySlenku samostatného
Ceskoslovenska. V Narodni radé ceskoslovenské
s nim spolupracoval Milan Rastislav Stefanik
(1880-1919), slovensky astronom a dustojnik
francouzského letectva a politolog Edvard Benes
(1884-1948). Podporovaly je krajanské spolky,
zvlast€ ze Spojenych stati a Kanady. Cennou
ulohu sehraly legie, vojenské jednotky slozené
s Ceskych a slovenskych zajatcti a prebéhlikil,
ktefi se rozhodli samostatnost vybojovat. Legie
se formovaly ve Francii, Italii a také v Rusku.
Domaci akce byly koordinovany Narodnim
vyborem. Byl to organ,do kterého béhem poslednich voleb v roce
1911 delegovaly své zastupce vSechny Ceské politické strany.

Po mnohych nesnazich doslo k dohodé (v lednu 1917), ve které
se aliance Spojenych narodi vyslovila ve prospéch ,,osvobozeni
Cechoslovakll od cizi nadvlady®. 30. kvétna 1918 se v Pittsburgu

Franz Josef |
(1830-1916)

(v Pennsylvanii, USA) dohodly slovenské a Ceské krajanské
spolky, za pfitomnosti T.G. Masaryka, o zfizeni spoleéného
statu. To znamenalo podstatny krok vpied. 27. fijna 1918 odeslal
rakousko-uhersky ministr zahrani¢ni Julius Andrassy Spojenym
statim notu, v niz jeho vlada prislibila (ve snaze ukon¢it valku za
kazdou cenu) uznani prav Cechoslovakt a Jihoslovant. Nadesel
vhodny cas, aby Narodni vybor prevzal hlavni
zasobovaci centralu, Obilni ustav, mistodrZitelstvi
a dalsi urady. TentyZ den odpoledne byla v Praze
na Vaclavském namésti vyhlaSena samostatnost
a o den pozdéji, v Bratislave, vyhlasili nezavislost
i Slovaci.

Nabozenské, narodni a socialni otazky se
proplétaly. Cirkev hrala vyznamnou roli v mno-
hych Castech stfedovychodni Evropy. Pfevahu
méla cirkev Rimsko-katolicka. Protestanti bylo
podstatn€ méné, zvlasté nasledkem neustalého
pronasledovani v minulosti. Vznik Ceskoslo-
venska prinesl novou nadéji vSem exulantim
touzicim se vratit do rodné vlasti. Pamatna slova
J.A. Komenského, kdyz odchazel do vyhnanstvi:
,Nevzali jsme s sebou nic, po vSem veta, jen
Bibli kralickou a Labyrint svéta®, se promitla ve
skutecnosti, Ze se po cela stoleti ve vyhnanstvi
zachoval Cesky jazyk i v mistech, kde potomci
exulantd neméli Ceské skoly. Protestantské sbory
v novém Ceskoslovensku se pfipravovaly na jejich
navrat. Po obdobi duchovniho temna naroda se
konecné zaskvélo svétlo. Nikdo netusil, kolik
novych problémi vyvstane a jak velice tyto problémy ovlivni Zivot
cirkve ve 20. stoleti. Netusili to ani krajané v ¢eskoslovenské
konvenci na Severoamerickém kontinenté, ktefi s neuvéritelnym
nadsSenim své bratry a sestry v Kristu misijné podporovali.

Pokracovdni pristé

a

Editorial ... Continues from page 26

On the cross, Jesus Christ won freedom—not freedom from
totalitarian regimes, or the freedom of entrepreneurship; Jesus
Christ won freedom for our souls. Do we fully realize what this
means? Do those around us also see this internal freedom in us?
Does our life manifest the risen Christ?

Thank God that we have complete certainty of His ultimate
reign. It is a wonderful assurance in these trying times. God works
in thousands of ways, and He will complete His work. Thank Him
for all the faithful servants. Thank Him for those who live a life of
prayer. Thank Him for the precious fellowship and mission of the
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of Canada and the USA. Thank
Him for the purpose of this magazine and those who contribute
to this work. May many souls be touched and motivated to follow
the risen Christ, even through the pages of this magazine. That
is our wish and prayer.

In our Lord Jesus Christ,
Editor-in-Chief Natasha Legierski

a

/ Check our new Convention Web pageN
www.ab.edu/czslbaptconv
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Also for those who would be interested to
visit the Czech and/or Slovak Republics,
you can find all information on:

K www.czechwise.com j
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Sixty Years of the Czechoslovak Baptist Church in Toronto

1942 - 2002
by Jeannette Hynek

Chapel in Winnipeg, Manitoba. I met him a couple

of years before, when he and sister Zajicek and their

children, Doreen and George, came to our community
south of Morden, Manitoba, to hold services in the Czech
language. Esther was born later.

There had been quite a hunger for the gospel in that
area for a few years, starting when David Forsyth came from
the Canadian Sunday School Mission in Winnipeg to hold
evangelistic meetings in our school, as there was no church
building at the time. One evening he preached on the narrow
road that leads to heaven, and the broad road that leads to hell,
and he drew a diagram on the blackboard with the cross as the
deciding point, and he said we must each make a decision which
way we want to go. I was convicted that night.

Mom asked David Forsyth to come to our place for the
night and that evening, after we got home, my mother, dad,
my brother Joe and I knelt and prayed with him, and accepted
Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour. There were tears, and I
know for me it was real, and I was a born-again child of God,
a sinner saved by grace!

I was 12 years old at the time, and we were baptized the
next year in the Pembina River, near our home, by a minister
from the Mennonite Brethren Church in Morden. We attended
their church for the next few years, first in the schoolhouse and
later they built a church. I remember people kneeling, praying,
crying and confessing sins in public, and many were converted
to God at that time. We had services in English, German, and
Russian, and learned to sing in all those languages. So when Rev.
Zajicek came, we added the Czech and Polish languages to our
services. This was a happy time spiritually for many people, even
though most of them were poor in earthly goods.

Later I went to work in Winnipeg, and I attended Bethlehem
Chapel on Sundays and prayer meetings on Wednesdays, and
started to sing in the Czech choir. Sometimes I missed going
on Wednesdays and Rev. Zajicek would phone and ask me why
I wasn’t there. I was only 17 at the time and I guess he was
looking after me in the big city. Sister Zajicek asked me once to
come to the Women’s Circle Meeting and to sing a duet with
her. I was afraid, but I knew the song, “Saviour like a shepherd
lead us, much we need Thy tender care.” So we sang and decided
it was all right. She also asked me at that time to pray out loud
in the meeting. I think at that time English was still difficult for
her, so she wanted my help. The fact that she had confidence
in me made me feel good at that time.

In 1942 Rev. Zajicek came to Morden, to the Mennonite
Brethren Church, to perform our wedding ceremony. Joe was
27 years old and I was only 19! Brother Frank Dojacek Senior,
owner of the Winnipeg Musical Supply Store, also came to our
wedding. Mom was a little afraid of what we called “big shots,”
but she didn’t have to be, as brother Dojacek didn’t put on any

g ixty years ago Rev. Zajicek was the pastor of Bethlehem

airs, and became like one of us easily. The reception took place
in our old farmhouse. With around 100 in attendance we were
quite crowded, as it wasn’t a big house, but there was plenty
of good home cooking, which the ladies of the community
helped Mom to get ready.

After our wedding we lived in Winnipeg, and we both worked
at brother Dojacek’s store. Joe was a mail-order clerk, and I was a
sales clerk, selling jewelry, cards, and ladies’ handbags.

I have fond memories of the Dojacek family. Sister Dojacek
would say to me in church before I was married, “Prijd k nam,
ja ti udelam kafe” [Come for cup of coffee]. Such a very dear
lady! Frank Dojacek Junior and his wife Joan invited Joe and
me over for dinner soon after we were married. They were
also just a young couple.

We found out later that brother Dojacek Senior had come
to Toronto, and when he saw that there were quite a few Czech
and Slovak families here, and that they were attending Polish
Baptist and other churches, he didn’t see why there wasn’t a
Czechoslovak Baptist Church.

Brother George Fabok Senior, brother John Tuczek, and

other lay people decided it was time to have a Czechoslovak
Baptist Church in Toronto. Soon Rev. Joseph Zajicek became
the first ordained minister of that church.
This all started sixty years ago, and the Lord has been with us
until now. We read in Isaiah 41:10 (King James Version): “Fear
thon not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God:
1 will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee
with the right band of my righteousness.”

Thank God for this precious promise to His people, who put

their trust in Him. Amen. .

Jrene €. Jeren, 87

We have learned recently,
that Irene E. Jeren went
to be with the Lord.
More information will be
found in the next issue
of Glorious Hope.

The Editors
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Ceskoslovensky baptisticky zbor, Toronto
Jan Banko

ezis pristipil a riekol im: Dand mi je vSetka moc na nebi aj na
zemi. Chodte teda a ucte vsetky ndarody, krstiac ich v meno
Otca, i Syna, i Svitého Ducha a uciac ich zachovavat vsetko,
¢o som vam prikdzal. A hla, ja som s vami po vSetky dni az do
konca sveta.” (Mat.28,18-20)

Vazeni Citatelia, srdeCne vas opét po nejakom Case pozdravujeme
z torontského zboru. TeSime sa z toho, Ze Pan Jezis Kristus, ten dobry
Pastier, sa tak laskavo a milosrdne stara o svoju cirkev. Aj v naSom
zborovom spoloCenstve prezivame vel'mi intenzivne Jeho starostlivost
v kazdej oblasti nasho Zivota.

Obecenstvo nasho zboru pravidelne navstevuju hostujuci kazatelia
Bozieho Slova. Nebolo tomu inak ani v jesennom obdobi minulého
roku 2001. Koncom septembra v Toronte vel'mi milo posluzil brat
kazatel Vladimir Kralik z Evanjeliza¢nej slovanskej misie vo Windsore.
V minuloro¢nom jesennom obdobi sa nas§ zbor teSil aj poZehnanej
sluzbe brata kazatel'a Pavla Kondaca, ktory spolu so svojou manZzelkou
navstivil Toronto zo Slovenskej republiky. Brat Konda¢ posluzil
BozZzim Slovom v troch nedelnych zhromaZdeniach a na viacerych
Biblickych hodinach.

Dalsou radostnou udalostou v zbore bola slavnost svitého krstu,
ktora sa konala v prvi
adventnu nedelu, dna
2. decembra minulé¢ho
roku. Po intenzivnej
biblickej priprave a
svedectve o svojom
Zivote viery pred star-
$Simi zboru i pred
celym zborovym spo-
lo¢enstvom pristupili
k svatému krstu Styri
sestry a jeden brat. V
tejto skupinke krsten-
cov bolo zastupené
Siroké vekové rozpitie
od mladych Tudi cez
strednu az po star§iu
generaciu. Bozie Slovo
z listu Judovho, verSov 20 az 25 zaznelo na tému: ,Budujte svoj Zivot
na viere”. Star§i zboru po vykonani krstu vyprosili poZehnanie pre
kazdého z pokrstenych. Radostny Zivot viery pokrstenych sestier a
brata pokracuje Studiom Svdtého Pisma, na modlitbach a v sluzbe v
nasom zborovom spolocenstve.

Sluzba Panu Bohu dalej pokracovala v naSom zbore v predvianoc-
nom a viano¢nom obdobi. Jednotlivé adventné nedele sme zasvatili
uvazovaniu o témach nadeje, pokoja, radosti a lasky. Nechybal ani
tradi¢ny viano¢ny banket s vynikajucimi jedlami, ktoré pripravili
naSe Sikovné sestry, ba dokonca aj niektori bratia. Spolo¢né spievanie
kolied s pozvanim verejnosti a slavnostné Viano¢né Bohosluzby s
programom deti a mladeze uzavreli sviatocné dni.

Vo februari tohoto roku sa Ceskoslovensky baptisticky zbor v
Toronte dozil z milosti Bozej svojich 60. narodenin. Jubileum zboru
sme si pripomenuli pri slavnosti, ktora sa konala v dnoch 16. a 17.
februara 2002. Uz samotna téma oslav, ,,Svetlo sveta”, ukazuje na
hlavnu napln slavnostnych zhromazZdeni—vdacnost za to, Ze Pan Jezi$
Kristus, ktory je svetlom sveta, viedol v minulosti, vedie a bude viest
nase zborové spoloCenstvo k sluZzbe svetlom evanjelia.

The Holy Baptism-John Zila

The Holy Baptism-December 2, 2001

Oslavy sa niesli v duchu sluzby vSetkych generacii, pri
ktorej pamétnici zaspominali na jednotlivé historické obdobia
a osobnosti sluzobnikov zboru. Pritom zaznela vyborna sluzba
spevokolu, v ktorom spolu s dneSnymi sluzili aj mnohi niekdajsi
spevaci. Spevokol jedineCnym sposobom viedli dirigenti John
Alac, jr. a Daniel Hynek. Nadhernym duetom nas potesili
Bernie Racinsky a William Springle. Sélovo vystupil Mirek
Gabriel s klavirnym doprovodom Lindy Hynkovej, John Alac, jr.
s gitarovym sélom, Marija Sommerova s klavirnymi solami, Jana
a Eva Brandova s piesnou, Otilia Alacova, Natasa Legierska,
Donna Nesvadbova a Linda Hynkova s triom, Vlasta Hynkova
a Eva Rehakova s basiiami, ako aj deti a mladeZ so svojim
programom.

Bozim Slovom posluZzili bratia Martin Alac, Jozef Hodul a
Rev. Dr. Laurence Barber za ,Baptist Convention of Ontario
and Quebec”. Osobne zaspominal aj brat Josef Hynek s
manzelkou Jeannette, brat kazatel Joza Novak, podpredseda
Ceskoslovenskej baptistickej konvencie USA a Kanady a Milo§
Solc, jr. Pozdravy nam
odovzdal Jifi Sommer,
vykonny tajomnik nasej
konvencie a v nepritom-
nosti Rev. Dr. Robert
Dvorak, predseda naSej
konvencie, Rev. Milo$
Solc, predseda Vykon-
ného vyboru bratskej jed-
noty baptistov v Ceskej
republike a Lilian Zema-
nova, vdova po niekdaj-
Som kazatelovi zboru, Dr.
Jaroldovi K. Zemanovi.
Dakujeme Panu Bohu
za vSetkych menovanych
i nemenovanych, ktori
pri oslavach 60. vyrocia
zaloZenia zboru posluzili a modlime sa za to, aby Ceskoslovensky
baptisticky zbor v Toronte mohol z milosti BoZej i v buducnosti
niest svetlo evanjelia nasim krajanom i svojmu okoliu.

Rev. Joseph Novak

a
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Hatch Hollow Has a New Pastor

atch Hollow Baptist Church is in
H the northwestern corner of Penn-
sylvania, a lovely church with
beautiful Christians that love the
Lord and want to see a work done for Him.
The church, as most of you know, has a
rich heritage and has been a part of the
Convention since the beginning. God has
used this church in the past in many ways
and is still doing so. They are a tremendous
group of people who have over the years
remained faithful and true to our Saviour.

The new pastor at Hatch Hollow Baptist
Church, Union City, is Rev. Kenneth
Devine. Ken became pastor in May of 2001.
Pastor Ken is a graduate of Midwestern
Baptist College in Pontiac, Michigan.
He graduated in 1975 with a theology
degree and a bachelor’s degree in religious
education.

After graduation Ken moved to Erie, Pennsylvania, where he
taught at Temple Christian School and was associate pastor at
the Erie Baptist Temple (now Walnut Creek Baptist Church)
for several years. After that experience, Ken worked as a
counselor for George Jr. Republic in Grove City, Pennsylvania,
for 13 years.

Ken was saved when he was nine years old. He was one of
nine children and is the father of three boys: Tom, David, and
Timmy. Ken also is the father of Joy Grace Devine, who was
Ken’s first child and is now in heaven with our Saviour. Joy
died when she was 18 months old, over 22 years ago. Ken
has been married to his wife, Sue, for 31 years. They met at
Midwestern and graduated together.

Rev. Kenneth Devine
New Pastor at Hatch Hollow Baptist Church

Ken is working full-time at a small
shop in Erie and works part-time at the
church (even though in reality it is a
full-time position). Ken would covet
your prayers for church growth so he
may soon become full-time at the church
and able to quit his shop job. He enjoys
ministering to his people at the church
but he is limited.

Averaging in the teens in March 2001,
the church is now running in the thirties.
Easter Sunday they saw a high of 55. Ken
and his brothers (the Devine Brothers
Quartet) sang at the church on Good
Friday, March 29" with an attendance
of over 130.

There have been people saved, and
God is blessing the church. Praise His
name! If you have the opportunity and
are in the vicinity, come visit the Hatch Hollow Baptist Church
and their new pastor, his family and the church family. We
guarantee you will receive a blessing. Q

Correction from last issue of Glorious Hope:

In a few articles there were missing last words or
lines.

Page 12: Ma podobné nebo zcela jiné problémy?
Page 15: This was one of the stories she told me that
| will never forget.

Page 19: At the end of the Steigers article is missing
their e-mail address: Steiger@hcjb.cz

We are very sorry for those errors. Editors

Dear Brother in Christ,

surround you with His comfort and guiding light.

Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of USA & Canada
Mr. George Sommer, General Secretary

Many greetings from the headquarters of the Baptist World Alliance! It is our custom every Wednesday morning
at devotions to pray for one of our Baptist member bodies around the world.

This week we prayed for you and your people. Please be assured that the Baptist World Alliance is in prayer
for the growth of your churches as you witness to Christ and His Kingdom in this coming year. May you and
your people experience, in a very special way, the joy and presence of our Lord Jesus Christ! May the Holy Spirit

On behalf of your brothers and sisters around the world, we want to thank you for your prayer, encouragement
and support. May God bless all of you and keep you in the hollow of His hands! BWA President Billy Kim joins
me and our staft in wishing you and your people warm greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Looking
forward to continued fruitful cooperation and worldwide ministry.

Yours in the joy of Christ, Denton Lotz, General Secretary

Baptist World Alliance, April 5, 2002

a

40

Glorious Hope ® Slavnd nadéje = Moarch-April 2002



March 3, 2002
Dear Editor,

Enclosed please find a check
for the Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention, in memory of my
father and mother, John and
Anne S. Chovan. [ enjoy receiv-
ing Glorious Hope so please
continue to keep me on your
mailing list.

Thank you, John Chovan

N
February 21, 2002
Please use this gift toward the publication of Glorious Hope
and please keep it coming to me at the above address.
Thank you, Dorothy Pekurney
N
A note to Vera, March 11,2002
Hello to you and all. Florian is in Lutheran Medical Center.
He had a hip replacement and he is recovering. Doing well. We
love you-thank you for praying.
Barbara Manas
N
Dear Sisters/Brothers in Christ:
Praying for everyone. God will keep you in his care. Blessing
you all as you work for the Lord.
May God bless you all. Love,
A sister in Christ, Ruth Chukka
N
March 14, 2002
President Rev. Robert Dvorak & Executive Secretary George
Sommer
Sorry for my delay in sending you our gift for the Czechoslo-
vak Baptist Convention. I've been in the hospital for a couple
of weeks during the holidays, with pneumonia vacamonia, very
bad deal, took a long time to get well.
Was unable to write a letter. Our gift for the Czechoslovak
Baptist Convention is for wherever it is needed. We were not
able to go for the last couple of years to the Convention.

= -

All convention gifts may be sent in the enclosed
envelopes:

US residents may use the Business Reply
envelope or send their gifts to Vera Dors, 6621
Elmdale Rd., Middleburg Hts, OH, 44130,
Canadian residents may send their gifts to Henry
Pojman, 1516 Pembroke Dr., Oakville, ON,
L6H 1V9, Canada.

Make checks payable to Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention, and on the bottom write to what
account you are sending your gift: Convention,
Glorious Hope, Trust Fund, or Scholarship
Fund. /

\J

May God bless you all. We are praying for all who have
a part in our Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of United
States and Canada.

Love in Christ,
Marty and Ruth Beecher
D2
Dear Vera, February 11, 2002

Found your address so mailed to you direct. Long time
since seeing you. Hope you are well. I'm fine but sorry | had
to miss last year’s conference.

In Christ, M. Kolonyi

D2
Enclosed is my gift in memory of my dear husband, Arthur
Stresnak, who went to be with the Lord on January 9th,

2002.

Sincerely, Margaret Stresnak

D24
Dear Friends, March 27, 2002

Enclosed is my gift for Glorious Hope. May God continue
to bless your work.

Sincerely, Lydia Dvorak
D24
Dear Robert Dvorak,

[ am not sure that we will be able to attend the next con-
vention, as I, Esther, had my right leg amputated and now
have to learn to walk again with my prosthesis. It was a ter-
rible surgery, but God was faithful and went thru it all with
me. The Lord sure is good. | don’t know what [ would have
done without him. It would be good to see all of you again,
providing | can walk well.

In His name,
Fred and Esther Sochor
N
Dear friends,

Enclosed is a check for Czechoslovak Baptist Conven-
tion. Glorious Hope is very interesting. It keeps me in touch
with people | have known for many years. | am blessed by
reading it.

May God bless you all in the service of our Lord.

Mary Pelisek

a

MOVING ?

Please write to:
Glorious Hope

Rt.4, Box 58D
Philippi, WV 26416 USA
Include your mailing label from a recent
issue of Glorious Hope for faster service.
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Jan Komensky
Quotes

Teach people to be gra-
teful, to give praise, and
true godliness.

Leave behind argu-
ments and doubts and
preach only repentance
and faith.

Order within the church
must exist, for without
order no kingdom or
house will stand.
Naturally, the house of
the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem,
Christ’s kingdom wants
to be orderly.

No matter what we may
undertake, if God does
not undertake it with us
our efforts will fail.

If you and future genera-

tions desire to partake
of God's mercy, you
must return to your first
love.

It is my desire that all
Christians be likemin-
ded and unified in faith,
love and unity of spirit.

| cannot forget you,

my dear native land of
Bohemia and Moravia....
| firmly trust in God,
that after the storm of
hate and sin that we
have been subjected to
passes by, you will once
again begin to reign.

e

Teacher of Nations—Jan Amos Komensky

Natasha Legierski
Translated by Peter Branda

any years ago, when there were no

M cars, trains, or telephones, a little

boy was born right in the heart

of Europe. He was born into a

miller’s family in Moravia, in 1592. The boy

was named Jan Amos. We recognize these

names from the Bible. His parents knew

the Bible, and they taught Jan to know the

Scriptures and to love God. Back then, people
did not have medicine

Life in exile was not easy. One tragedy
followed another. His wife and children died
even before he left his homeland. Later, he lost
his second wife also. His literary work suffered
greatly because of the wars that Europe was
engulfed in. However, Jan Amos Komensky
did not give up despite these tragedies. His
hope was in the living Christ, and Jan firmly
believed that freedom would return to his

country, especially freedom

to cure serious diseases.
Jan’s parents and sisters l: A
died when he was only | SEE "
12 years old. Jan became
an orphan and was raised
by his aunt.

He went to a Latin | |
school that belonged |
to the Unity of Breth- | |
ren Church. He liked '|| I p.
going to school and I
was a good student.
He learned Latin easily
along with German and

FIRE

fjjml.ﬂ.:-:‘.\'.ls

=riin, 2pr T,

COouME¥]
FANIOPFNIE PRCEREHTE,

P gas mEm e P B e s e al B
o ifaibiss, Wil

&y P S bAa i i

of faith. That is why he never
stopped writing. Many of his
books have survived, and from
AMOS them we can see the great man
i of character that Komensky
was. His innovative approach to
raising children has made him
| known as a great reformer of

LARISHEM

the education system. Despite
the fact that he lived and taught
400 years ago, his pedagogical
|l methods are still used today
throughout the world. That
is why he is called the teacher

Czech. In university he | |} ioN R, of nations.
studied theology and Typicdi 1. tufspuben b P awin i The next time you open a
. . . B & LETH R &mD, . .
philosophy. During this | i textbook with pictures, remem-
time he also began to b ] v neerocis et b ber Jan Amos Komensky. He
| Fgre b pra i el

write books. Jan Amos

was the first one to publish such

Komensky never forgot
the importance of his
mother tongue. After
he finished his studies, he returned to his
homeland and became a pastor in the Unity
of Brethren Church. He was concerned
about the unsatisfactory condition of the
education system. Children did not attend
school regularly; girls often did not go to
school at all. Komensky wanted all children
to be able to go to school and be taught
in their native tongue. He believed that
an educated nation had a future. This was
during a time when the Czech language was
fading and a period of darkness was falling
upon Moravia and Bohemia. People who
were followers of Christ and read the Bible
were forced to abandon their faith or leave
the country. Jan Amos Komensky was
among those who had to leave their beloved
country.

Title Page of “Prodrom Pansophiae”
(1639)

a textbook. In Latin it was called
Orbis Pictus, which means
“The World in Pictures.”

Jan Amos Komensky did not live to return to
his homeland. He died in exile in Holland and
was buried in Naarden in 1670.

As we think of the life of this great man,
who is rightly called Father of the Nation, we
are amazed by his courage and faith. His life
bears witness to a great love for God and His
Word. This love was revealed in his approach to
his fellow human beings and his understanding
for the young generation. He loved God,
and God used him for great tasks. This can
motivate us to live in a way that God can use
us as he desires. It does not matter how old we
are. What matters is our decision to want to
serve God. For this we need love in our hearts,
because it is not possible to serve without
love. Jan Amos Komensky certainly had this
love in his heart. O
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Jan

fed mnoha a mnoha lety, kdy jesté
P neexistovaly automobily ani vlaky
nebo telefon, se narodil, vsamém

srdci Evropy, chlapec. Narodil

se v rodiné mlynare, zijiciho na Morave.
Psal se rok 1592. Chlapec dostal jméno
Jan Amos. Ob¢ tato jména zname z Bible.
Jeho rodice Bibli znali a ucili i Jana znat
Bozi Slovo a milovat Pana Boha. V té
dobé také lidé neznali 1éky na zakerné
nemoce, a tak se stalo, Ze ve dvanacti

letech Jan osifel. Zemfeli mu oba ,-'":". =1 T D

rodiCe i sestry. Vychovavala ho %=
jeho teta. A e

Jan chodil do latinské
Skoly Jednoty bratrské.
Do $§koly chodil rad. ==’
Byl nadanym studentem.
Latinsky se u€il snadno, |
ani némcina a fectina ¥
mu ned¢€lala problémy. |2
Na université studoval ||""
teologii a filosofii. V té '..":::.
dobé také zacal psat
knizky. Jan Amos Komen-
sky nikdy nezapomél na
svilj Cesky matefsky jazyk. Po
studiich se vratil do rodné zemé
a stal se kazatelem a ucitelem
Jednoty bratrské. Nedostatky v oblasti
Skolstvi mu velice leZely na srdci. Déti
nechodily do §koly pravidelné, zvlasté
dévcata nebyla posilana do Skol. Komen-
sky usiloval o to, aby do Skoly chodily
vSechny déti a byly vyu€ovany v rodném
jazyce. Véril tomu, Ze vzdélany narod ma
budoucnost. Bylo to v dobé¢, kdy cesky
jazyk zanikal a nad Cechy a Moravou se
sneslo t€zké a dlouhé obdobi temna. Lidé,
ktefi Cetli Bibli a nasledovali Pana JeziSe,
byli nuceni viru zapfit, anebo opustit svou
vlast. Mezi témi, ktefi s bolesti v srdci
odesli z rodné zemé, byl i Jan Amos
Komensky.

Zivot ve vyhnanstvi nebyl lehky. Jedna
tragedie stihala druhou. Manzelka a déti
mu zemfely jeSté nez odeSel z vlasti.
Pozdéji priSel o druhou manzelku. Jeho
literarni dilo velice utrpélo diky valkam,
v té dob¢ prochazejici Evropou. Jan Amos
Komensky se vSak, témito tragediemi,

<
]

=
e

Ucitel narodu
Amos Komensky

Natasa Legierska

nedal zlomit. Jeho nadéji byl zivy Kristus a
Jan pevné véfil, Zze do Ceské zemé se vrati
svoboda, hlavné svoboda vyznani. Proto
nikdy neprestal psat. Zachovalo se nam
mnoho jeho spist, ze kterych mtzeme
poznat, jakym vzacnym a ryzim ¢lovékem
Jan Amos Komensky byl. Svym pokroko-
vym pristupem k vychové déti a mladeze se
zapsal do sv€tovych déjin jako reformator
Skolstvi. Prestoze zil, ucil a tvofil pfed
Ctyfmi sty let, jeho pedagogické
metody se pouzivaji dnes
S po celém svété. Proto
B () L se mu fika ucitel
, narodd.
AZ zase ote-
viete ucebnici
s obrazky, vzpo-
mente si na
Jana  Amose
Komenského.
On byl prvnim,
kdo vydal tako-
vou ucebnici.
Jmenuje se latin-
sky ,,Orbis Pictus®,
Cesky ,,Svét v obra-
zech®.
Jan Amos Komensky se
nikdy navratu do své vlasti
nedockal. Zemfel ve vyhnanstvi,
v Holadsku, v roce 1670 a je pochovan
v Naardenu.

Piemyslime-li o Zivoté tohoto slavného
muze, ktery je pravem nazyvan ,otcem
naroda“, Zasneme nad jeho odvahou a
vérnosti. Jeho Zivot svéd¢i o velké lasce
k Panu Bohu a Jeho Slovu. Projevovala
se ve vztahu k bliZnimu a v porozuméni
détem a mlad¢ generaci. Pana Boha miloval
a Pan Biih si jeho osobnosti pouzil k velkym
ukolim. To nas muzZe motivovat k tomu,
abychom zili tak, aby si i nds mohl Pan Biih
pouZit podle toho, jak potiebuje. Kolik nam
je rokt, to viibec nerozhoduje. Dulezité
je to rozhodnuti chtit Panu Bohu slouZit.
K tomu potfebujeme mit v srdci lasku,
protoze slouZzit bez lasky neni mozné. Jan
Amos Komensky tuto lasku ve svém srdci
jist€ mél. 0

Citaty J.A. Komenského:

»UCte lidi vdé&nosti, chvalam a poboz-
nosti opravdové.

Zanechte hadek o otazky a kazte jim jen
pokani a viru..."

(J.A. Komensky, Obnova cirkve)

,,Iv?éd v cirkvi musi byt, ponévadz zadné
kralovstvi, zadna obec,zadny diim bez
fadu dobre stati nemuze.

Ovsem dum Boha zivého, nebesky Jeruza-
leém, kralovstvi Kristovo sporadané byti a
fad miti chce.”

(J.A. Komensky, Obnova cirkve)

»Cokoliv my lidé ¢inime, nevzdélava-i
toho spolu s nami Hospodin, daremna
prace jest..."

(J.A. Komensky, Obnova cirkve)

»Okdkazuji vam i toto, chcete-li jesté uziti
ode Pana milosti, vy i potomkové vasi,
abyste se k skute¢né naprave skute¢né
méli, a na prvni opusténou lasku zase se
navratili."

(J-A. Komensky, Ksaft )

»V8echném pak spolu Jednotam krestan-
skym odkazuji roztouzeni se po jednomysl-
nosti a smifeni se a spojeni u vife a v lasce
k jednoté ducha.”

(J-A. Komensky, Ksaft)

»Na tebe, narode Cesky a Moravsky, vlasti
mila, zapomenouti také nemohu pfi svém
jiz dokonalém s tebou se louceni...Véfim i
ja Bohu, Ze po prejitivychfic hnévu, hfichy
nasimi na hlavy nase uvedeného, vlada
véci tvych k tobé se zase navrati, 6 lide
Cesky!“

(J-A. Komensky, Ksaft)

»Sumou, vSecky své pozlstalosti, jako
popel po svém shoteni, tobé vlasti mila,
poroucim, aby sobé z ného luh k smyvani
ditek svych pripravila; jakz mné v podat-
cich mych uginil Pan, Ze z popela Husova
mne a ditky mé vzbudil.”

(J-A. Komensky, Ksaft)

Glorious Hope ® Slavnd nadéje =

Mcarch-April 2002

43




The Goal of Life

Georgina Gonzales

industrial capital of Czechoslovakia. Her parents were

Max Koppl and Helena Dvorackova. She was raised in

this Jewish home with reverence for God. She learned
her Hebrew prayers and attended the synagogue regularly.
When she reached seventh grade, she met Oto Kladensky
Reissig, a born-again believer, who became her boyfriend. At
the age of 18 she was taken to Terezin, a German concentration
camp located a few hours from Prague. There she stayed
for over 28 months. Oto prayed daily for her to become a
Christian and to come out of Terezin alive. He would often
go to her mother’s home to ask if she had returned. After
some harrowing experiences, in
God’s providence it pleased the
Lord to bring Lili and her sister
Zdena, together with their father
Max, home safe and sound.

She accepted Christ as her
personal Savior under the mes-
sage of James Stewart, a pastor
from England. Lili married Oto
on March 20, 1948, and the
whole family emigrated to Ecua-
dor on May 9, 1948. Bob Savage
baptized Lili in the church El
Divino Redentor. After several
years she had two children, Oto
Jr. and Georgina. She brought
them up in the love of the Lord
and His Word.

Lili risked her life and that of
her family, as she would bring
to Czechoslovakia many of the
Child Evangelism flannelboards
and stories so the Czechs could
use them in clandestine camps
during Communism. She helped
to bring all the Moody Science
films to Baptist leaders so they
could evangelize the atheist intel-
lectuals, and she smuggled into the country a large set of
slides that told the story of the five missionaries killed in
the jungles of Ecuador by the Waorani Indians. This served
to encourage the persecuted church in that country in a
mighty way.

In Ecuador she started a Bible club in La Merced that is
now an evangelical church. She also encouraged her husband,
as he felt led by the Lord to undertake a large project in
evangelizing the people of Ecuador through a camp. She was
in charge of purchasing every one of the items required for
the construction of the camp, from the bricks to the last nail.

I ili Kladensky K6ppl was born on July 17, 1929, in Brno, the

Lili receives recognition for 25 years of Service, during Annual
Meetings 2001 from Curt Cole Director of International Broad-
casting and Jim Allan Executive Vice President of HCJB.

She did it all with joy and love. She still serves on the board
of that camp to this day.

When her daughter started broadcasting 15 minutes a
day in Czech on May 1, 1975, Lili was one of those praying
and encouraging. Since the number of letters arriving in
response to that broadcast was limited, she accepted the task
of answering them. She continued answering every letter
personally until the day she retired, December 31, 2000.
During some short breaks she had the help of the Steiger
family, who came for several months, and the Bartoses, who
were in Ecuador for almost two years. Lili started creating a
monthly letter in 1980 for listeners, which included some very
interesting cultural facts about
Ecuador and South America. At
present Lili continues publish-
ing this monthly letter and
it is now on the Web, nicely
illustrated by Pavel and Klara
Steiger. She also translates some
articles from newspapers and
magazines that are published in
Ecuador. She always includes
a story that would lead people
to think about the Lord. Lili
would buy the stamps herself
when the budget did not allow
sending more letters. She per-
sonally typed over one thousand
envelopes when computers
were not available. She would
seal and bring those letters
to be mailed from HCJB. She
never had an office on the
compound. Her home in Quito
was her office. She would pick
up eucalyptus seeds, taxo seeds
and numerous other kinds of
seeds, and send them to listen-
ers. She also shared interesting
recipes for Ecuadorian food.
She would remember listeners’ birthdays and other special
events, and would always make sure she sent a very special
card for those occasions.

In 1986 she learned to use a computer. The WordStar
program, which had so many control keys, would help her
write in Czech. With tears and anguish she went through
the grueling experience of learning to use this complicated
program. Subsequently, she was able to produce labels, having
mastered WordPerfect and utilizing a Hewlett Packard printer.
In 1996 she learned to use e-mail, and answered several
listeners in this way. She also learned to forward letters and

15" Continues on page 46
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y mother had four sisters. That was a lot
of aunts, especially when they loomed
as large in a youngster’s life as those
tour did. I don’t know that they were

aware at the time how large an impact they made
on the extended family of us cousins, but I hope
they may know now, gone from this life, what
beloved parts of experience they were for their
nieces and nephews. With my mother, there were
tive aunts shared by us. And they were a colorful
group. I loved them dearly then; I still do!

To have aunts like that outfit was to be
surrounded by a lot of kindness, care, and love. Each in her own
way showed love to all the family. And each loved Christ and
could not have lived the way they did, I think, without a deep
trust in the Lord and loyalty to his purposes.

All five were distinct personalities, and I continue to enjoy my
memories of them. One of them, Anna Hlad Podradsky—Aunt
Anna—I enjoyed a much briefer time than the rest. She died
youngest. I was just ten years old and was really just getting to
know her. It was the 1940s, and she and Uncle Miles lived in
Westmont, IL, following a sojourn of several years in the land
of Tennessee—Portland, or Mitchellville, to be exact. Today
Westmont, IL, is a town set among some of the glitzy suburbs
west of Chicago. But when Podradskys lived there, the population
was pretty sparse. So they had land, plenty of it—large enough
tor fabulous vegetable gardens and an orchard that seemed to go
on row after row with every kind of fruit tree one could imagine
growing in the north, though probably the whole thing was but a
fraction of what childhood imagination remembers.

Sunday afternoons, our family often went to visit in Westmont.
If the weather had not been too rainy, we could get through.
Often, especially in the spring, roads to the Podhradsky place
were flooded out, and Dad would have to turn the Hudson on
its heels and head back home to Berwyn. The Sundays when we
got through, however, it was great fun to ride the long gravel
driveway that finally stopped way back at their house. Then it
was free time to snoop around Uncle Miles” machine shop garage
(he always kept a sharp eye on any visiting kids; his equipment
was valuable), climb the fruit trees, and pump cold water from
the well in the side yard. (It was supposed that we were pumping
for drinking purposes. Truth be told, we were pumping that
old lever to see if we could thoroughly soak the lawn before
getting caught.)

No matter what, Aunt Anna was always kind, patient, and very
soft-spoken. We never got yelled at, as surely we deserved. Anna
cared about the family and especially her sisters and their lives. And
I remember her smiling often at me, this runt of a nephew, sizing
me up with eyes that conveyed patience and tolerance behind
those non-designer-type wire-rimmed glasses of hers.

Nuts, I was just getting to know her at my ten years of age,
when she “up and died.” Bad heart. That had been known for
a while, but in those days, what could be done? The medical
community was just beginning to knock on the door of cardiology

=" Continues on page 46

aminka méla Ctyfi sestry. To bylo néco,
M mit tolik tet. Projevilo se to jejich
uzasnym vlivem na mladou generaci.
Nevim, zda-li si uvédomovaly, jak
vyznamnou roli zaujimaly v ramci celého pfibu-
zenstva. Mozna nyni, po odchodu z tohoto Zivota,
je jim znamo, jak vzacné jsou zazitky s nimi
netefim i synovcim. Spolu s maminkou jich bylo
pét tet. Vynikaly pestrosti. Velice jsem je miloval
a stale je mam rad.

Diky témto tetam, byli jsme obklopeni laska-
vosti, péci a laskou. Kazda projevovala lasku k
celé rodiné svym zplisobem. Kazda také milovala Krista. Myslim,
Ze bez duvéry a hluboké odevzdanosti Panu, by nemohly Zit
takovym zpisobem, jakym Zily.

Rad vzpominam na odliSnosti jejich osobnosti. Jedné tety,
Anny Hladové Podradské—tety Anny- jsem si moc neuzil. Zemiela
mlada. Bylo mi pouze deset let a teprve jsem ji zacal poznavat.
V roce 1940 zila, se strycem MileSem, ve Westmontu, ve staté
Illinois. Dnes toto mésto patfi k pestrym predméstim severniho
Chicaga. V dobé, kdy tam Podradsti bydleli, byla populace velmi
fidka. Vlastnili pozemky, kde bylo dost mista na zeleninova pole
a ohromné ovocné sady, daficim se v podminkach severniho
podnebi. Pravdépodobné to je zlomek vzpominek détské
predstavivosti.

Casto jsme travili nedélni odpoledne navitévou Westmontu. Za
pékného pocasi se cestovalo dobie. Za deStivého pocasi, zvlasté na
jafe, byly cesty k Podradskym zaplaveny a tatinek musel Hudson
otoCit Celem vzad a vratit se domi do Berwyn. Ty nedé€le, kdy se
nam podafilo projet, jsme se téSili dlouhé stérkové cesté, ktera

strycoveé dilné€ v garaZi (on obycejné€ nespustil oCi z déti, které
prijely na navstévu, protoze zatizeni bylo drahé), 1ézt po stromech
a pumpovat studenou vodu z pumpy u domu. (Predstirali jsme,
Ze mame Zizen, ale ve skutecnosti jsme zkousSeli promocit travnik
dfive, nez nas nékdo nachyta.)

Piesto byla teta Anna vZdy laskava, trpéliva a ticha. Nikdy
na nas nekficela, i kdyz jsme si to zaslouzili. Anna byla velice
starostliva, zvlasté jeji sestry ji lezely na srdci. Pamatuji si,
jak si mne, roStaka, s usmévem pieméfovala, pohledem zpoza
staromodnich bryli s draténymi obrouckami, svédcicim o trpélivosti
a porozuméni.

Sotva jsem ji zacal poznavat, zemfela. Slabé srdce. Sice se o
tom védélo jiz delsi dobu, ale co se tenkrat dalo délat? Lékarska
véda teprve klepala na dvefe kardiologie a problematiku cév.
Jesté nepriSel Panem Bohem uréeny ¢as v rozvoji jemné techniky
v oblasti 1éCeni cév a srdce. Nasledek: ztratili jsme tetu Annu.
Pili§ brzy jak pro ni, tak i pro mne. Nerozumél jsem této ztraté.
Nyni jiZ rozumim, ale mrzet mne to nepfestalo.

Potiebujes-li nové srdce, musi§ ho prosté mit. Nic jiného
nepomuze. Je to sice riziko, ale druha moZnost, misto rizika,
je rozsudek smrti. Kdyz jsem cetl jeden verS textu na minuly
Velky patek, Zidim 10:16, umédomil jsem si, co to znamena
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President ... Continues from page 45

and vascular know-how. God had not yet brought the high tech
sciences of heart and arterial healing onto the scene. Result: we
lost Aunt Anna. Too young for her, and certainly too young for
me. It was a loss I did not understand. I have it figured out now,
but I don’t like it any better.

If you’ve got to have a new heart, you just have to have it.
Nothing else will do. The risks may be high, but the alternative
is no risk at all; it is, instead, a death sentence. When I read one
of the verses from the epistle text for this past Good Friday,
Hebrews 10:16, I caught on a little bit to what heart transplant is
in the larger scheme of things: “...after those days, I will put my
laws in their hearts and I will write them on their minds.” The
human heart has to be redone.

That is the only way to health. Change of heart! And, as the
remainder of Hebrews 10:16 points out, rewiring of mind! It is
this reconfiguration of life that we work, pray, and give energies
for in the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention. Our founders were
convinced of it. Their survivors are not less convinced. Without
the transplant of the very heart of Jesus (who died bearing the
scourge of our bad hearts that we might live by the strong beat
of his own), and without the mind of Christ operative within
our own patterns of thought and understanding, well, our future
prospects are not good. Fact is, they are nil. But as one New
Testament passage declares: “Thanks be to God who gives us the
victory through Jesus Christ.”

Well, Anna Podhradsky, beloved soul that she was, has long
since gone her way. She’s not been heard from these past
fifty-three years, at least not here. Her separation from this life
is sufficiently lengthening that there are no tears any longer
when we are standing at her piece of ground in Clarendon Hills
Cemetery in Illinois, only smiles, in remembering a good woman
who once belonged to me as aunt.

But if she is silent here, this seems certain to me: Anna makes
herself well enough known now in Another Place. That is because
she got a heart from the Lord, a heart that beats with a muscle
like iron not one moment short of eternity’s length. It is a strong
heart. She can do anything with it, anything at all. For here’s
the secret of her heart: “I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me.”

I wish to all of us that real strength of heart.

And, for now and for this season, a good mind and clear vision
to see the beauty and blessing of another spring, by the grace of
God. Take heart in all things. The Lord is with you.

O Robert Dyorak

Ladies’ Contribution may be sent in the enclosed
envelope.

US residents to Joan Rotar, 4 Lee Dr., Poland, OH
44514, Canadian residents to Donna Nesvadba,
2029 Laurelwood Dr., Oakville, ON L6H 4P2.
Make checks payable to Czechoslovak Baptist
Women’s Missionary Union.

President ... Pokracovani ze strany 45

transplantace srdce v SirSim slova smyslu. (Po téch dnech, dam
zakony do jejich srdce a napiSi je na jejich mysli.) Lidské srdce
musi byt pretvoreno.

Toto je jedina cesta ke zdravi. Zména srdce! A v duchu slov
z epis. k Zidam 10:16, je tieba pieorientovat mysl! Prace, modlitby
a vénovani se nasi Ceskoslovenské baptistické konvenci svédéi o
pretvoreném zZivoté. O tom byli presvédceni i zakladatelé konvence.
Stejné€ tak tomu rozumi i ti, ktefi v této praci pokracuji. Bez
prizptisobeni srdce podle JeziSova srdce (jenZ nesl bolesti naSich
slabych srdci , abychom mohli Zit v jeho sile) a bez Kristovy mysli,
pusobici v nas mySleni i rozuméni, naSe budoucnost nevypada
dobre. Fakta svédci,ze je nulova. V Novém zakoné ¢teme: ,,Diky
Bohu, ktery dava vitézstvi v Jezisi Kristu.“

Je to jiz davno, co Anna Podradska, mila duSe, odesla. BEhem
53 let, ani jednou o sob¢€ nedala védét. Jeji absence je tak dlouha, ze
vzpominKy u jejiho hrobu na hibitové jiz nevyvolavaji slzy, pouze
usmévy. Byla to hodna Zena, ktera kdysi byla mou tetou.

Jestlize utichla zde, usvédCuje mne to o jedné véci: Anna o
sob¢ dala védét na jiném misté. To proto, protoze dostala srdce
od Pana, které ma sval jako ze Zeleza, postacujici na celou
vécnost. Je to silné srdce. Stac¢i na vSechno-upln€ na vSechno.
Tajemstvi jejiho srdce spoc€iva v: VSechno mohu v Kristu, ktery
mne posiluje.

Tuto silu pfeji vSem nam.

A pro toto obdobi, dobrou mysl a jasny zrak k vnimani krasy
a pozehnani dalSiho jara, z milosti Bozi. Bud'te state¢ni. Pan
je s vami.

Robert Dvordak

% i Prelozila Natasa Legierkd
DAL 5 —_—

The Goal of Life ... Continues from page 44

send attachments, and that is how she is communicating with
the Steigers. For a lady 76 years of age, it is a wonderful
accomplishment. Because her husband’s health was declining,
she would get up at three in the morning to answer some
of the letters so that she could devote more time to him
during the day. Lili would fill out the QSL cards with detailed
attention and always included a little note to every person
who sent reception reports. Rain or shine, she would mail the
letters twice a week. As a result of her indefatigable work of
love, many people came to the saving knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Her work of pre-evangelism was astounding.
Many atheists amazed themselves because they were beginning
to think about God due to Lili’s leading and encouragement.
Several individuals that were psychologically handicapped were
helped, and began leading emotionally healthy lives. Hundreds
of people were touched, and many are still calling her at home,
just to let her know how much they miss her letters. For the
Lord’s glory, last year she personally answered 8,530 letters and
reception reports. She never received one penny for her work
and very seldom a thank-you for her service of love.

If you ask her why, she will say, “The goal of my life is
to bring God the glory.”

4
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Ljubica Canji

y husband Vladimir and I immigrated to Canada
M from the former Yugoslavia thirty-two years ago.

With us came my seventy-year-

old mother and our three small
children. Our plan was: find a job, earn
money, pay our debts, and return back
home. Everything went differently than we
planned, and we were hardly able to pay
back the fare for our airplane tickets. Every
day when my husband returned home from
his job, he was very sad. We spent sleepless
nights talking and praying to God, asking
Him to show us His will.

“I cannot continue like this. I promised
God that I would serve Him my whole
life,” my husband said.

I took his words very seriously.

At that time, Rev. & Mrs. J. Zajicek
served the Czechoslovak congregation of
Grace Baptist Church in Windsor. Daniel
Korcok was the pastor for the Slovak Baptist
Church in Kingsville. On Sundays we went
to one of these churches to worship with
them, and they often asked my husband
to preach from God’s word. He began to
be happier.

At Grace Baptist, I met many wonderful and godly women.
One of them was Mrs. Emily Lubelan. Mrs. Lubelan was
practical, hospitable, generous and friendly to everyone. For all of
us immigrants it meant so much. She encouraged us and taught
us about the Canadian way of life. Mrs. Lubelan was delightful
in her own way. She would come to visit me and encourage me
to learn the English language. When my children started school,
she showed me how and when to start canning. I still have her
recipes in my cookbook. Once I asked my children how they
remembered Mrs. Lubelan, and they at once said, “Spaghetti.”
Many times she would invite us over for a delicious spaghetti
dinner. She used to bring us clothes from her grandchildren,

Emily Lubelan and Ljubica Caniji

and she sent birthday cards to our children for many years, with
money included! That’s a lot of quarters!
Mrs. Lubelan was a godly woman. She loved
the Lord, loved to read her Bible, and loved
her church. When she was in her later years and
was not in good health, she would not miss
any church services. She also loved to come
to the ladies’ mission meeting that she called
“Sesterski krouzek”[Ladies Circle]. She loved
to witness for her Lord, and give out Christian
literature. She knew many Slovak people in her
building. Once she told us, “You know, I have
a neighbour here. She is Polka and katolicka
[Polish and Catholic], but she likes to read our
literature. Mrs. Lubelan gave her tracts from
Joza Novak and Glorious Hope magazine.
Another time she said, “I met a woman on
the 19" floor. She is Yuhosavanka, rosprava
Slovensky a vola sa Marta” [Yugoslav and
speaks Slovak and her name is Marta]. If Marta
did not want to open her door for Emily, she
would find a Glorious Hope and tract under her
door. Marta still remembers that Emily turned

February 1987

her from the wrong way (zle cesty) that she chose to go. Many
times Mrs. Lubelan invited these ladies to her apartment and
would call us to come and talk to them about God.

Mrs. Lubelan was a widow for many years, left with three
young children. She worked very hard for them. She and her late
husband were two of the charter members of Grace. Whenever
we go to the cemetery, we like to visit their graves and read the
names of these old saints.

My wish and prayer is that I too can be an example to the

young generation of today.
]
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