This is how, shouldipray

Methew 6,9 =10

Proto se modlete takto:

Otce nds, ktery jsi v nebesich,
posvét se jméno tvé,

pfijd krdlovstvi tve,

bud vile tva

jako v nebi, tak i na zemi.

Matous 6, 9 =10

0

Vy sa teda modlite takto:

Otce nds, ktory si na nebesiach,

posvat sa meno tvoje,

prid kralovstvo tvoje,

bud véla tvoja

ako v nebi, tak i na zemi.
Matds 6, 9-10

Yel. 47, N° 1, Mareh 2021

Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Hle, Berdnek Bozi, ktery snimd hfich svéta!

Hla, Baranok Bozi, ktory snima hriech sveta!

Jan 1,29

Jan 1,29

Retuik 47, &dle 1, biezen 2087

John 1,29
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The Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of USA

and Canada exists 1) to assist in extending the

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in lands of cen-
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and Slovak Republics; 2) to support the work
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Toto jsem vim povédél, aby ma radost byla ve vis
a vase radost aby byla dokonala. Toto je mé prikd-
zdni: Milujte jedni drubé, jako jsem ji miloval vés.
Nikdo nema vétst laskn neg ten, kdo pologi Fivot
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Pan Jezis nejenze ucil, ale také se modlil
k Bohu Otci. Modlil se a prosil za vsechny,

Treasurer's Office
138 First Line
Elora, ON, NOB 1S0

you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as
1 have kept my Father’s commands and remain
in bis love. I have told you this so that my joy
may be in you and that your joy may be com-
plete. My command is this: Love each other as
1 have loved you. Greater love has no one than
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”

Make check payable to Czechoslovak Baptist Convention or CZSKBC.
Feel free to make a special designation on the bottom of the check:
Convention, Glorious Hope, Scholarship Fund, Bibles for
Czechoslovakia, etc.

Let us know
By Mail:
CZSKBC
P. O. Box 441516
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he four gospel accounts of Jesus’ life all differ dra-

matically in their endings from normal biographies.

Whereas ordinary biographies inevitably conclude

with the death of the man or woman they are writ-
ten about, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all conclude with a
record of Jesus' resurrection. The details differ but the central
astounding claim is the same. “HE HAs RISEN!”

In a year which has seen us locked away in isolation, sepa-
rated from the nurturing rhythms of family, church and com-
munity fellowship, how much we need to hear and believe this
world-changing affirmation. The disciples, more than us, had
had their hopes and aspirations dashed. Their faith soared as
they had seen Jesus’ miracles and believed He was the Lord’s
anointed—the Messiah, who would restore the Kingdom of
David to its former glory. Then in a matter of hours He was
arrested, tried, sentenced to death and crucified. In fear and
dismay the disciples gathered in a closed room full of gloom
and despair. This was not the story they had followed Jesus to
be part of.

But then reports began coming in of something unusual.
Some of the women had found Jesus’tomb empty on Sunday
morning. Two of their number returned Sunday evening from
the town of Emmaus saying they had encountered Christ alive
and recognized him as he broke bread with them at supper.
Slivers of light were coming in through cracks and crevices,
and then suddenly He was with them there in the room.
“Peace be with you,” He said. He showed them the wounds in
His hands and feet. He ate a piece of broiled fish to reassure
them He was real, and He opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures; that what had happened was not a mistake or
failure of God's purpose, but the fulfilling of it.

So it is with these days we are going though right now. The
pandemic, government edicts and pronouncements, social
unrest and economic uncertainty cannot disrupt and confine
God’s unfolding plan. In all of this the Risen Christ reminds us
too:

..."This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise
from the dead on the third day, and repentance and for-
giveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”
Luke 24:46-48

By the mercy and grace of God, our Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention has a part in this. For present trials, for our share
in Christ’s suffering and role in proclaiming salvation in His
name, may we hear and pass on the earth-shaking, joy-bring-
ing news:

HE HAs Risen! //67 %’K -3

Stan Mantle

Happy Easter to all,

a
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ear Friends:
As of this writing there are many positive signs of

progress regarding the pandemic. In our various
countries vaccinations are proceeding and bringing a signifi-
cant measure of protection. We thank God for this and for so
many who have been and are working to care for the sick and
protect the vulnerable.

Having said this, the land border between Canada and the
US is still closed except for “essential” travel. For Canadians
returning from another country, a two-week quarantine is
required. How long these restrictions will remain in place is
still unknown, but while they are in place, physical printing
and mailing of our Glorions Hope magazine is not practicable.
We are watching developments of course with a view to what
will be possible and wise regarding a Convention gathering
this summer. Please be in prayer about this.

Concerning Convention finances, last fall the General
Board passed Operating and Mission Fund budgets for the
most part unchanged from the previous year. The amount
allocated to Missions support is $23,200. These funds support
outreach among the churches of the Czech and Slovak Baptist
Unions as well as individual missionaries.

This year’s mission budget includes support for:

* Anthony & Jamie Valhala (theological training & church
planting—Kromeriz CZ)

* Ruby Mikulencak (mentoring and encouraging West
African missionaries serving under SIM in a different
country and culture)

* Jan and Anna Franka (evangelism and radio ministry in
Serbia with ABWE)

* Vit (associate pastor at South City Church, Prague CZ)

* Sherri Paulson (widows, women and children’s ministry in

Ghana under SIM)

Due to the Covid pandemic we were not able as a Conven-
tion to physically meet at Malone University in Canton, Ohio,
last July. We missed the fellowship and encouragement of this
annual reunion, celebration of heritage and recommitment to
the spread of the Gospel. The Lord’s vision of fields white
unto harvest and His concern for laborers to bring it in is
still compelling and urgent. We are grateful for the financial
support received this year under very trying circumstances
toward the Missions budget. We are, though, about 20% (or
$4500.00) down from last year at this point. I was thinking

CZECHOSLOVAK
BAPTIST CONVENTION
of

United Staves and Canada

when the history of the pandemic is written, wouldn’t it be
great if it could be said of our Convention that when times
were difficult, they made a greater effort and surpassed their
giving in “normal” times. What if we made an effort not
only to erase the $4500.00 shortfall but to make a $1000.00
advance over last year? That would mean a goal of raising an
additional $5500.00, which I think is not at all unreasonable.
Wouldn’t it be a step in the right direction and pleasing to the
Lord? Wouldn’t it set the stage for future growth as those who
are faithful with a little are trusted with more?

Here is how it could be broken down.

1 gift of $1000.00 ......ccevvvivinnnnee. $1000.00
2 gifts of $500.00 ......cccvvvviiirinnen $1000.00
4 gifts of $250.00 ......cccovvvvvrivinnnen $1000.00
8 gifts of $125.00 ...cccovvivviiininnnen. $1000.00
10 gifts of $75.00 ..cccovvvvviiiiininnnn $750.00
10 gifts of $50.00 .....cccoevvvivvirvinnees $500.00
10 gifts of $25.00 ...cccoovvviiiiirinnens $250.00

$5500.00

What do you say? Could you give one of these gifts to
test the Lord and support His work through the Czechoslo-
vak Baptist Convention? Please mark your gift Easter 2021
Appeal. Make cheques payable to Cgzechoslovak Baptist Conven-
tion and mail to:

USA
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
Financial Secretary’s Office
2222 Parker’s Hill Drive
Maidens VA 23102

CANADA
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
Treasurer’s Office
138 First Lane
Elora ON NOB 1S0

Paul spoke of the grace that God gave the Macedonian
churches (2 Cor 8) that out of trial welled up generosity.
He also said if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has, not according to what one does
not have. Let us see what God does as in gratitude and love we
each give what we can. And to God be the glory.

Stan Mantle
]
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The Easter Message
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he next day Jobn saw Jesus coming toward him and
said, 'Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away

the sin of the world!" (John 1:29 NIV)

The most important message for the human race
is heard again.

The world, bending under the weight of failures,
disasters and the loss of the values of life, seeks
salvation, or a way out.

“The center of salvation is the Cross of Jesus. The Cross
is the point where God and sinful man merge with a crash
and the way to life is opened—but the crash is on the heart of
God.

The Cross was a superb triumph in which the foundations

of hell were shaken. There is nothing more certain in Time or

Eternity than what Jesus Christ did on the Cross: He switched

the whole of the human race back into a right relationship with

God. He made Redemption the basis of human life; that is, He
made a way for every son of man to get into communion with

God.” (Oswald Chambers)

At the meeting of the Lord Jesus with the disciples
after the resurrection, the words are heard: Peace be with

you! These words resonate for centuries and are reflected

in everyone's heart even today.
The Lamb of God brought the Peace that is here to stay.

“Peace be with you.”

Florian Manas

He Loved You

young but hot-tempered officer in the army one

day struck a low-grade soldier. The soldier whom

he struck was also young but especially known for

his courage. He felt the insult deeply, but military
discipline forbade that he return the blow; he could only use
words. He said, “I will make you repent it.”

One day in the heat of a furious battle engagement the
young soldier saw an officer, who was wounded and separated
from his company. The young soldier gallantly strived to force
his way through the enemy line and upon reaching him recog-
nized him as his insulter. He rushed to his assistance. Support-
ing the wounded man with his arm, together they fought their
way through to their own lines.

Trembling with emotion the officer grasped the hand of
the soldier and stammered out his gratitude. “What a wonder-
ful return for an insult so carelessly given.”

The young man pressed his hand in his and with a smile
said gently, “I told you I would make you repent it.”

In a similar way Christ Jesus died for us while we were
enemies of God. We read in Romans 5:8 “But God commanded
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for ns.”
Oh, what wonderful love.

The Measure of God's Love

or years I have been interested in magical illusions.

When I was nine years old I witnessed my first such

performance in my elementary school. The bug bit

me, and from then on I wanted to be a magician. It
became a very setious hobby for me. After my teenage con-
version I began to use my magic talents to illustrate Gospel
truths and share my testimony. Later on, for a number of
years I owned my own magic supply store, catering to magi-
cians. It was during this period that I met some of the nation's
most outstanding magicians as they would journey through
Cleveland.

The one magician whose friendship I cherish above all
other magicians is Andre Kole. He is considered one of the
great entertainers of our time, having performed before mil-
lions of people in seventy-four countries on five continents.
In addition, he has appeared on national television in over
forty countries. But the best news about him is that he is a
born-again Christian and is using his illusions to present the
claims of Christ through the ministry of Campus Crusade for
Christ.

About a year ago (1992) at Winona Lake, Indiana, during
a Fellowship of Christian Magicians Convention, I had a long
talk with Andre Kole. He told me about an incident that he

heard years ago that influenced him to make a decision for
Christ. “For years,” he said, “I heard about Jesus Christ dying
for a person's sins, but somehow it did not make sense until
one night I heard of a man who worked on a railroad. It was
this man's task to raise and lower a giant railroad drawbridge
over a frivef.

“One day this man took his eight-year-old son with him
to work. The bridge was up. A ship had just gone through
and now a train was coming. He started to lower the bridge.
Suddenly he heard a horrible scream behind him. He turned
around to see that his son had slipped and fallen down among
the giant gears of the bridge and was about to be crushed
to death. The father knew that if stopped the action of the
bridge and raised it, he could save his son's life. But he also
knew that this would cause the long passenger train to be
wrecked, with scores of lives lost. He had to make a decision.
He made the decision, and as he lowered the bridge he had to
watch the death of his own son as he was crushed among the
gears of the bridge. As the train went over the bridge, there
were a number of people who waved to the father as they
went merrily on their way, unaware of the sacrifice that he had
made to save their lives.”

Andre went on to say that he had learned that 2,000 years
ago God had to watch the death of his own Son on the cross
when He could have stopped the whole thing at any moment.
But the Bible says, “For God so loved the world (so loved you and
me), that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

That is truly the measure of God's love.

a
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In Memory

Born in Buffalo, New York
12 May, 1930

ane received Christ as a teenager at Calvary Baptist

Church. She was active at church playing the piano,
and also was involved at City Mission in Buffalo, doing
secretarial work and playing piano for services.

She was involved in Pioneer Gitls and camp ministry.

She met Dan Widlicka in 1963 and was martied on
25 June 1966.

From June 1966 to 1971, Jane served as pastor’s wife
at Erieside Church on the Boulevard in Wickliffe, Ohio.

In 1971 Dan and Jane were called to the Scranton
Road Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, where they
served for 20 years. They were active in crusades, camp
ministries, intercity ministries, City Mission, shut-in min-
istry, hospital ministry, conventions, Good News Club,
mission work in Europe, San Juan Puerto, Bible study
groups, and growth groups.

In 2017 Jane moved to Pennsylvania to live with her

son and daughter-in-law until she went home to be with
the Lord on 6 December, 2020.

Jane had a servant’s heart and was faithful, leaving us
a good example to follow.

II Tim 4:7-8

I have fought a good fight, 1 have finished my course, I have
kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteonsness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his

appearing.

A. Jane fought a good fight of faith. She by the
power of the Holy Spirit overcame the wotld, the flesh,
the devil; she stood up for Biblical morals and led by
example for other believers who observed her conduct.

B. Jane finished her course. God has a course for
each of us to navigate. Jane followed the course, being
led by the Holy Spirit. She kept her eyes on the finish
line—Jesus—looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith.

C. She kept the faith. The bible says that in the later
time many shall depart from the faith. Jane did not
swerve in the faith race. Some in the life of Paul had a
faith shipwreck. Jane finished the race well and she is up
there in the grandstands of heaven watching all of us.

Jane Wdidlicka

Daniel and Jane Widlicka
Convention 2010

She would say keep your eyes on Jesus and you will do
just fine.

Rev 5:11-12

And I bebeld, and 1 heard the voice of many angels round
about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number
of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thounsands of
thousands; 12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honour, and glory, and blessing.

Jane Widlicka went to be home with the Lord on
Sunday, December 6, 2020.

The funeral took place on Friday, Dec. 11, at Brook-
lyn Heights Cemetery, Cleveland, OH.

Her husband, Pastor Dan Widlicka, preceded her in
death in 2013. Qo
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Editorial...

Continues from page 3

“For I gave them the words you gave me
and they accepted them. They knew with cer-
tainty that 1 came from you, and they believed
that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not
praying for the world, but for those you have
given me, for they are yours. All 1 have is
yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has
come to me through them.” (John 17, 8-10)

The apostle John recalls the impor-
tance of this relationship:

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for
love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God. W ho-
ever does not love does not know God, becanse

God is love. This is how God showed his love

among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God
50 loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God;
but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete
inus.” (1 John 4, 7-12)

God remains in us because of our unity with Jesus Christ.
God's love is demonstrated in the lives of everyone who
chooses to follow him. This truth was certainly felt by the
participants in Convention meetings. A look at the more
than 110-year history of the Convention testifies to this. It is
impossible to forget the memories of all the enthusiastic faces
of the organizers of the annual meetings. We also remem-
ber the reverend Florian Manas and his unique approach to
bringing God's love closer to children and young people. He

was born 100 years ago and left for his heavenly home in
2005. (Glorious Hope, March—April 2005) He was an engag-
ing speaker, and accompanied his talks by performing magic
tricks pointing out the love of the Lord Jesus. Thanks to these
abilities, the magician got a nickname. This issue of Glorious
Hope features his two short testimonies of God's love. Along
with the messages of our missionaries, there is an opportunity
to realize the greatness of God's love and the consequences
of sacrificing the Lord Jesus on the cross. Itis certainly a great
encouragement to the missionary activities of each reader in
the place where he or she is. Because God is love.

Editor-in-Chief Natasha Laurinc
Translated by Elizabeth Jane Fields
Q

Editorial... Pokracovani ze strany 3

Apostol Jan pfipomina dulezitost tohoto vztahu:

Milujme jedni drubé, milovani—uvgdyt’ laska je 3 Boha. Kagidy, kdo
miluje, se narodil 3 Boha a gnd Boha. Kdo nemiluje, nexnd Boha—
v3dyt’ Biib je liska. V" tom se projevila Bogi liska k nam, e svého
Syna, toho jednorozeného, postal Bib na svét, abychom skrze néj iskali
giot. V' tom je liska, ne Ze my jsme milovali Boba, ale e on miloval nds
a postal svého Syna jako smirnon obét’ za nase hiichy. Milovani, jestlize
Biih takto miloval nas, musime i my milovat jedni drubé. Boba nikdy
nikdo nevidél. Kdyg ale milujeme jedni drubé, Biih v nds distavd a jeho
ldska v nds dosla naplnéni. (1. Janova 4, 7-12)

Bth ztstava v nas diky jednoté s Jezisem Kristem. Bozi
laska je demonstrovana v zivotech kazdého, kdo se rozhodl k
nich setkani. Pohled do vice nez 110-leté historie konvence
o tom sveédci. Nelze se ubranit vzpominkam na vSechny ty

nadsené tvafe organizatorti kazdoroc¢nich setkavani. Vzpomi-
name také na kazatele Floriana Manase a jeho jedine¢ni ptistup
k priblizovani Bozi lasky détem a mladezi. Narodil se pred 100
lety a do nebeského domova odesel v roce 2005. (S/avnd nadéje,
bfezen—duben 2005) Poutavé vypravél a sva vypravéni dopro-
vazel predvadénim mnozstvi trikii, poukazujicim na lasku
Pana Jezise. Diky témto schopnostem dostal pfezdivku kou-
zelnik. Toto ¢islo Slavné nadée ptinasi jeho dve kratka svédectvi
o Bozi lasce. Spolu se zpravami nasich misionafti se nabizi
piilezitost znovu si uvédomit velikost Bozi lasky a nasledky
obétovan{ Pana Jezise na kiizi. Jisté je to velkym povzbuzenim
k misijnim aktivitam kazdého ctenafe v misté, kde se pravé
nachazi. Protoze Buh je laska.

Natasa Lanricova, Séfredaktorka

a
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The women were the first
people to carry the greatest
message our world has ever
known:

Jesus is alive.

Ladies’ Page

Mary took about a pint of | their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the

There Were the Women

fter this, Jesus traveled about from one town and

village to another, proclaiming the good news of

the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him,

and also some women who had been cured of
evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom
seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others.
These women were helping to support them out of their own
means. (Luke §:1-3)

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a
village where a woman named Martha opened her home to
him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices
they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the
preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked,
“Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work
by myself? Tell her to help mel”

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried
and upset about many things, but few things are needed—or
indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will
not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:42).

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a
dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Laza-
rus was among those reclining at the table with him. Then
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pure nard, an expensive per-
fume; she poured it on Jesus’
feet and wiped his feet with her
hair. And the house was filled with
the fragrance of the perfume.

But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot,
who was later to betray him, objected, “Why wasn’t this per-
fume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a
yeat’s wages.” He did not say this because he cared about the
poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag,
he used to help himself to what was put into it.

“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she
should save this perfume for the day of my burial. You will

always have the poor among you, but you will not always have
me.” (John 12).

When Jesus was arrested, all the disciples deserted him and
fled.

As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from
Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the
cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large num-
ber of people followed him, including women who mourned
and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters

of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and
for your children. (Luke 23)

When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight
saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away.
But all those who knew him, including the women who had
followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these
things.

Many women were there, watching from a distance. They
had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. Among
them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and
Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.

The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee fol-
lowed Joseph of Arimathea, who had asked Pilate for the
body of Jesus. They saw the tomb and how his body was laid
init. Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes.

(Luke 23)

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning,
the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the
tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but
when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord
Jesus.

While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men
in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In

ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remem-
ber how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:
‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sin-
ners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.”” Then
they remembered his words.

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these
things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magda-
lene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with
them who told this to the apostles. But they did not believe
the women, because their words seemed to them like non-
sense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending
over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he
went away, wondering to himself what had happened.

That same day two of them were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talk-
ing with each other about everything that had happened. As
they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus
himself came up and walked along with them; but they were
kept from recognizing him.

He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you
walk alongr”

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named
Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have happened there in
these days?”

“What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a
prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the
people. The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to
be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had
hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.
And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.
In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the
tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came
and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he
was alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb
and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see
Jesus.” (Luke 24)

There were the women. They were faithful.

The women were the first people to carry the greatest mes-
sage our world has ever known:

Jesus is alive.

Natasha Laurinc
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ext: Titovi 1,1: ,,Pavel, sluba

Bozi a apostol Jezisa Krista,

podla viery vyvolenych BoZich

a podla ndmosti pravdy,
pravdy podla pobognosti...”

Titovi 2,11-14: ,,Lebo sa zjavila
milost’ Bogia, spasitelna vsetkym ludom,
ktord nds vyucuje, aby sme sa odriekli
bexbognosti a svetskych Ziadosti a aby sme
rozumne a spravodlivo a pobogne Fili na
tomto svete, olakdvajiic blahoslavensi nadej
a gjavenie slavy velikého Boha a ndsho
Spasitela Krista JeZisa, ktory sa vydal 3a
nds, aby nas vykipil 30 vSetke] neprivosti
a 0cistil sebe [ud ldstny, horliact konat’
dobré skutky.”

Bez znamosti nie je mozna exis-
tencia cloveka. Kazdy ¢lovek sa snazi
ziskat’ vedomosti alebo znamosti v
¢o mozno najsirSom zmysle. Preto
mame $koly. Kedysi, ked’ neboli
skoly, tak T'udia, ktori mali bohaté
skusenosti, vyucovali podl'a nich
druhych. Najprv otec a matka svoje
deti, nesko6r mudri a vzdelani Pudia
organizovali skoly. Zidia mali syna-
gogy, kde vyucovali Pismu, zakonu
Mojzisovu. Dnes mame tol’ko $kol,
ze ich t'azko spocitat’, ale nestaci
mat’ nejaké skoly. Rozumni I'udia
chca dobré skoly, kde sa uéi nielen
vedomost’, ale sa cvici a vypestovava
charakter cloveka. Zaujimavé je, Ze
kazdy, i hriesny clovek, chce poznat’
pravdu, aby vedel, ako ma dobre a
rozumne zit’. S pol'utovanim musime

Znamost pravdy, ktora vedie k poboznosti

Jozef Hodul

Epistola Titovi

povedat’, ze nie vsetky skoly sa o

to snazia. Najvicsim podvodom a
1zou je, Ze kazdy ma svoju pravdu.
Dokonca v niektorych krajinach
maji noviny, ktoré volaja Pravda,
ale v nich nachadzame aj mnoho
nepravdy (IZi a podvodu). Vela 'udi
sa snazf hl'adat’ pravdu na zlom
mieste a v zlych knihach. Poznat’
skutoc¢nu pravdu je obrovsky zisk.
Pan Jezis hovoril o sebe: ,,Ja som ti
cesta i pravda i Zivot, nikto neprichddza k
Otcovi len skrze mia”. (Jan 14,0)

Na inom mieste povedal Pan
Jezis: ,,Mnoho mdm o vis hovorit’ a sidit’
vds, ale ten, ktory ma posial, je pravdivy, a
Ja Co som poiul, hovorim svetn.” (Jan 8,20)
f)alej verse 30-31: , Ked' takto hovoril,
mnohi v neho wverili. 1 riekol Jesis' Zidom,
ktori uverili: ,, Ak vy gostanete v mojom
slove, ste v pravde moji néenici a pogndte
pravdu a pravda vds vyslobods.”

Ked sme tiez uverili a vieme, ze
tou pravdou je sam Pan Jezis, tymto
sme ziskali znamost” alebo vedo-
most’, ktora nas vedie ku slobode a
vecnému zivotu. Vidime tu nasled-
nost’, ktora smeruje k poboznému a

posvitnému zivotu. Prava znamost’
vedie k poznaniu skutoc¢nej pravdy,
ktora vedie k poboznosti. Mali by
sme vsetci mat’ ciel’ dosiahnut’ s
pomocou pretvarujucej moci Ducha
svitého taky charakter, ktory by sa
mohol volat’ poboznym charak-
terom. Mame mnoho biblickych
prikladov poboznych Fudi, ktoré by
nam mohli byt” vodidlom.

Epistola Titovi je kratka, iba
tri kapitoly, ale je plna navodov a
povzbudeni od apostola Pavla k
tomu, aby sme mohli Zit’ posviteny
a pobozny zivot. V prvej a druhej
kapitole, ktoré sa nazyvaji pasto-
ralne, hovori Pavel, aki maja byt’
biskupi a sluzobnici Bozi. Maju byt’
vzorom ako Titus v konani dobrych
skutkov. Pohnutkou k tomu ma byt’
iba milost’ Bozia, ktora sa zjavila v
Panu JeziSovi a priniesla nam spase-
nie. Mame sa vsetci hotlivo snazit’,
konat” dobré skutky preto, aby 'udia
chvalili Pana Boha, a nie na svoju
chvalu. Toto je zdoraznené 6-krat v
kapitole 2 v 7. a 14. versi, v kapitole
3v1,5,8. al4 versi

Teda pobozny zivot radostného
a poslusného krest’ana, ktory je
plny dobrych skutkov, ktoré v nas
vyvolava Duch svity a ktoré boli pre
nas prichystané od vekov Panom
Bohom.

Slovo Bozie hovorti tiez o odplate
alebo odmene za dobré skutky. Je
zaujimavé, ze my vlastne nemame
nijaku zasluhu na tom, Ze koname
dobré skutky. Iba ak to, ze sa
poslusne podrobime Duchu svitému,
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ktory skrze nas kona. Tu sme znovu
a znovu pri koreni vietkého, a to je
poslusnost’.

Bez poslusnosti voci Panu Bohu
nemoézeme robit’ dobre, iba zle. 1
ked to vyzera v ociach 'udi, ze sme
dobti, v oc¢iach Bozich sme dobt{ iba
vtedy, ked’ ho poslichame. Pre-
dovsetkym poslusni toho, ¢o nam
hovori Bozie slovo. Preto je dolezité,
aby sme boli neustale v Jeho slove,
ktoré nam dava tie najlepsie rady
do zivota. Ti, ktori si denne necitaju
Bibliu, prichadzaji do nebezpecia,
ze budu konat” skutky, ktoré nie su
v ociach BozZich dobré. A kto necini
dobre, ma hriech.

Prvi list Timoteovi je episto-
lou pobozZnosti. Je tu spomenuta
poboZnost’ 9-krat.

1.V kapitole 2., versi 1. a 2.:
[INapominam tedy, aby sa predovsetkym
konaly prosby, modlithy, primluvy a poda-
kovania ga vsetkych ludi, 3a krdalov a 3a
vetkyich, ktori si vo vysokom postavent,
aby sme Fili pokojny a tichy Fivot vo vietke]
pobozgnosti a polestnosti”.

2.V kapitole 2., verSoch 9. a 10.:
o Lak iste aj Zeny, v riichu dobnom a
Slusnom, ogdobovat’ sa so stydlivoston a
rozummnoston, nie apletami a latom alebo
perlami alebo drahym riichom, ale to, o
Slusi Zendm, ktoré prindvaysic sa k Bobhu
slubugsi bobabojnost, dobrymi skutkami.”

3. V kapitole 2., versi 16.: ,,A4
vyznane velké je tajomstvo pobognosti:
Bah zjaveny v tele, ospravedineny v Ducha,
gjaveny anjelom, kdzany pobanom, uverené
mu na svete, hore vzaty v slave.”

4.a 5.V kapitole 4. versi 7. a 8.
wAle obecné a babské bajky odmietni a
cvic sa v poboZnosti. 1.ebo telesné cvicenie

Je na malo ¢o ugitolné, ale pobognost’ je na
vietko ugitocna.”

6.V kapitole 5., versi 4.: ,, Ale ak
miad niektord vdova deti alebo vnukoy, nech
sa néia najprv dokazovat’ poboZnost’ voci
vlastnémmu domn a odpldcat’ sa rodicom,

lebo 1o je dobré a prijemné pred Bohom.”

7.V kapitole 6., versi 3.:, Ak
niekto inak uii a nepristupuje k dravym
slovam, slovim ndsho Pana Jegisa Krista,
a k uéenin Fodpovedajiicenn pobonosti, je
naduty...”

8.V kapitole 6., versi 6.: ,,No,

Je naozaj velkym giskom pobognost’ so
spokojnoston.”

9.V kapitole 6., versi 11.: ,,Ale #,
0, tlovece Bogi, utekaj od takych vect, ale
sa Zenl ga spravedlivostou, poboZnoston,
vieron.”

Ked’ sa pozrieme na vyznam cisla
devit, tak vidime, Ze je to posledné
¢islo ako jedna cislica. Je to teda

¢islo, ktoré nam poukazuje na koniec.

Mozeme povedat’, ze konecna faza
vo vybriseni 'udského charakteru

je poboznost’. V liste Galat’anom,
kapitole 5., versi 22. ¢itame, ze
ovocie ducha je: laska, radost’, pokoj,
zhovievavost’, neznost’, dobrotivost’,
vernost’, krotkost’, zdrzanlivost’.
Devit’ vlastnosti, ktoré by mal mat’
vypestované kazdy krest’an.

Dalej vidime, Ze v 1. epistole
Korint’anom, v kapitole12., versoch
8.—10. je vymenovanych devit’ darov
Ducha: slovo mudrosti, slovo zna-
mosti, viera, uzdravovanie, robenie
zazrakov, proroctva, rozoznavanie
duchov, ro6zne jazyky a vykladanie
jazykov.

Cislo devit teda poukazuje na
koniec ¢loveka a jeho prac.

Vieme, ze kazdy ¢lovek musi
telesne zomriet’, a Slovo Bozie
hovori, ze duch odide spit’ k Bohu a
veriaci ¢lovek si oddychne od vset-
kych prac. Teda aj skutkov, ktoré
konal.

Zaujimavé je to, ze budeme
odmenent za skutky, ktoré sme
konali v mene Ducha Svitého. Je na
nas, ako d’aleko sa podrobime, aby
nas charakter sa podobal Jezisovmu.

Milost” ako pohnutka k dobrym
skutkom.

Cast 2.

Text: ,,Ale Boh sic bobaty v milosr-
denstve pre mnohii svoju liskn, ktorou ndis
gamiloval, aj ked sme boli mitvi v previne-
niach, spolu nds oZivil s Kristom—mmiilos-
tou ste spaseni—a spolu vzkriesil a spolu
posadil v ponebeskych oblastiach v Kristn
JeziSovi, aby v nasledujiicich vekoch ukdzal
nesmierne bobatstvo svojej milosti dobrotou
na nds v Kristu Jezisovi. 1ebo ste miloston
Spasent skre viern, a to nie 30 seba, je to
dar Bogi, nie 0 skutkov, aby sa niekto
nechvalil. 1.ebo sme jeho dielom, stvorent v
Kristu Jezisovi nato, aby sme konali dobré
skutky, ktoré Boh vopred pribotovil, aby
sme v nich chodil. “ Efezanom 2;4—10

., Verné je to slovo, a cheem, aby si o
tom o vSetkom pevne dotvrdzoval, aby 1,
ktori uverili Bobu, hladeli konat’ dobré
skutky. “ Titovi 3,8

Skutok alebo dielo je vysledok
nejakej ¢innosti, prace alebo posobe-
nia. Pozname tri druhy skutkov: 1.
skutky BoZie, 2. skutky diablove a
3. skutky Pudské.

Skutky BoZie sa prejavili v Bozej
¢innosti stvorenia, udrzovania sveta,
vesmiru a tieZ neba. Zalm 8,4: ,Ked
vidim tvoje nebesia, dielo tvojich prstov,
mesiac a hviexdy, ktoré si postavil, pytam
sa: Co je dlovek, 5e narho pamiitis?“
Nakoniec v Jeho diele spasenia
vidime, st to skutky najlepsie. Kazdy
skutok Bozi rozprava a svedci o
Bozej slave, moci muadrosti a dob-
rotivosti Bozej. Clovek ktory bol
stvoreny na obraz Bozi, zaujima
mimoriadne postavenie medzi viet-
kymi dielami Bozimi. Zalm 8,6-7:

o, Udinil si ho malo mensim ne je Bob;
korunoval si ho slavou a ctou. Ucinil si ho
viddcom nad dielami svojich ritk; vsetko

5t polozil pod jeho noby: “ Prave preto,
ze Clovek a svet st Bozim dielom,
vzhliada na nas so zvlastnou pozor-
nost’ou, zdujmom a milost’ou. Zalm
145,9: ,,Hospodin je dobry vetkym a
Jeho lutovania nado vsetky jeho skutky.
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Teda Boh je nielen stvoritel'om a
udrzovatelom sveta a cloveka, ale aj
zasahuje do celych dejin I'udstva v
nas prospech. A to je to najkrasnejsie.
To nam dava pokoj a istotu, ze sa ni¢
nedeje bez Jeho dovolenia. Cela Bib-
lia—Slovo Bozie je plné dokazov Jeho
lasky k cloveku. I ked’ ¢lovek sklamal
av 1. Mojzisova 6,6 ¢itame, ze: ,,Ked’
vSak Hospodin videl, Ze skazenost’ Indi na
gemi bola velkd a Ze vSetko myslanie ich
srdea bolo ustavitne 3¢, Hospodin oluto-
val, ge ulinil cloveka na zemi a mal bolest
vo svejom srdei. “ Predsa vsak Noach
nasiel milost’ v ociach Bozich. Toto je
dokaz, ze Bozia laska je vicsia nado
vsetok hriech a zlo. Pan Boh mal
plan, ako cloveka zachranit’ a priviest’
naspit’ do rodiny Bozej. Obetoval

na to to najdrahsie, co mal—Svojho
Syna, Pana Jezida Krista.

Skutky diablove sa prejavili v
vzbure proti Panu Bohu, potom v
zvedeni k hriechu ¢loveka a nakoniec
v jeho rusitel'skej a nicivej ¢innosti.
To st zI¢é a najhorsie skutky. Diabol
posobi cez neposlusnych synov:

o Lak naplnil aj vds mitvych pre viastné
prestiipenie a briechy, v ktorych ste kedysi
ili primerane veku tohoto sveta, podla
kniegata mocnosti viduchu, ducha, poso-
biaceho terag v neposiusnyeh synoch. “ Dielo
Satanovo je sprevadzané ,,vSetkon mocou,
divmi a zagrakmi IZivymi“ (2. Tes. 2,9),
ale 1 tak podlieha Bozej moci, ktora
ho dokonale ovlada (2. Tes. 2,11).
Pan Jezi$ , prisiel na to, aby kazil skutky
diablove (1. Jan 3,8)

Skutky Pudské musime rozde-
lit' do dvoch skupin podla toho, ku
ktorej strane sa clovek prikloni. Ked’
clovek poslicha Pana Boha, tak je

ka, iba tri kapitoly,
bovzbudeni od

nim vedeny ku konaniu dobrych
skutkov. Pismo hovori, ze kona
Bozie skutky. Ked’ sa priklon{ ku
diablovi, tak kona skutky, ktoré kona
aj diabol, luh4, kradne, vrazdi a nicf,
teda kona diablove skutky, diablovo
dielo. Neuvedomuje si, ze kona proti
sebe, lebo diabol sa snazi ¢cloveka
znicit’. Dielo hriesnikov je falosné, 1
ked’ na pohl'ad vyzera dobre.

Je tu totiz jeden hacik. Clovek,
1 ked’ si mysli, ze rob{ dobre, jeho
pohnttky a motivy st nie dobré, a to
z toho hladiska, Ze tym, Ze si mysli,
ze robi dobre, neoslavuje Pana Boha,
ale sam seba. Tym sa povysuje nad
svojho Tvorcu. Toto musime mat’
na mysli najmi my, ktori sme kres-
t'anmi. Totiz Slovo Bozie nas nabada
na 12 miestach, aby sme konali
dobré skutky. Dobry skutok je iba
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ten, ktory plynie z Gprimnej viery
v Pana Jezisa a zo vzt’ahu k nemu.
Farizeji konali dobré skutky iba pre
chvalu od l'udi. Kristovi ucenici
preto, aby bol oslaveny Pan Boh.

1. Matus 5,16: ,, Tak sviet’ vase
svetlo pred ludmi, aby videli vase dobré
skutky a chvalili Otca v nebesiach. “ K
tymto dobrym skutkom ale musi byt’
clovek stvoreny—usposobeny t.z. ze
ich musi konat’ so srdcom ocistenym
a od Pana Boha v Kristu pretvo-
renym, inymi slovami musi byt’
znovuzrodeny Duchom Sv. Odtialto
pochopime boj apostola Pavla proti
,,skutkom ziakona“—ustanoveniam
zidovskym, ktoré sa im stali pro-
striedkom k dosiahnutiu vlastnej
spravodlivosti. Apostol Pavel hovori
u Galatskym 3,2: ,,Len to by som sa
cheel od vis dozvediet, (i ste prijali Ducha
0 skutkov podla Zdkona, alebo tym, Ze
ste pociivali posolstvo viery? “Proti skut-
kom zakona stavia NZ skutok Bozi.
Ked clovek spolieha na svoje ,,dobré
skutky®, tak straca spasenie v Panu
Jezisovi.

2.2 3. Ked' v Betanii zena vyliala
na hlavu Jezisovu drahocennd mast’
a ucenici namrzeni ju karali, tu
¢itame u Matusa 26,10 a Marka 14,6:
JKed' 10 spozoroval Jesis povedal im: Co
garmucujete tito Senn? Ved mi preukd-
gala dobry skutok!*

4. Skutky 9,36 ,,17 Joppe Fila uce-
nitka menom Tabita, fo v preklade na-
mend Srnka. Robila mnobé dobré skutky
a Stedro ddvala almuzny.

5. Rimanom. 2,7: ,,Ktory odplati
kazdénm podla jeho skutkov velnym
Sivotom tim, ktori s vytrvaloston v dobrom
skutkn hladayii slavu, Cest’ a nesmrtel
nost”

0. 2. Epistola Korint’anom 9,8—:
,» Ved Bob mid moc roghojnit’ vo vds vietku
milost, aby ste mali v3dy a vo vsetkom
vetkého dostatok na kazdy dobry skutok,
ako je napisané: Rogsypal, daval chudob-

mjm, jeho spravodlivost’ trvd naveky.

7. Epistola Efezanom 2,10: ,,Lebo
sme jeho dielom, stvoreni v Kristu Jezisovi
nato, aby sme konali dobré skutky, ktoré
Bdh vopred pribotovil, aby sme v nich
chodils.”

Epistola Galat'anom 5,11-23
stavia proti sebe skutky tela a ovocie
Ducha, ¢o st vlastne charakterové
vlastnosti, ktoré vedu k dobrym
Bozim skutkom.

Apostol upozorniuje veriacich, ze
ti, ktorf ziju podla telesnych zia-
dosti, ktoré menuje skutkami tela,

nebudt dedié¢mi kralovstva Bozieho.

(Gal. 5,21)

Epistola Efezanom 4,25-32:
wPreto slogiac log hovorte jeden kazdy
pravdu so svojim bliznym, lebo sme si
navzdjom tidami. Hnevajte sa a nebreste;
slnko nech nezapdda nad vasim rozhne-
vanim sa, ani neddvajte miesta diablovi.
Kto kradne, nech n% viac nekradne, ale
radsej nech pracuje robiac dobré viastnymi
rukanmi, aby mal ¢o udielat’ nidznemn.
Nech nevychddza nijaké mrké slovo
vasich rist, ale ak je nejaké dobré na vide-
lanie, prave potrebné, aby dalo milost’ tym,
ktori poltivaji. A nezarmucujte Svétého
Ducha BoZieho, ktorym ste zapelateni
ku diin vykdipenia. Kagdd horkost’ a
prebkost’ a hnev a krik a ribanie nech je
odriaté od vds so vietkym, co je neslachetné
a lé. Ale si budte navzdjom naproti sebe
dobrotivi, liitostivi, odpiistajiici si, jako aj
Béh v Kristu odpustil vim.. "

Tu vidime, Ze rozsah dobrych i
zlych skutkov je viac nez velky, je
obrovsky. Vsetka nasa kazdodenna
¢innost’ obsahuje niektoré dobré,
ale i zI¢ skutky. Zalezi na tom, aka je
nasa pohnutka k ich konaniu. Sku-
tok je vykonany ¢in. Ked je vyko-
nany, nesie nasledky, ktoré je t'azké,
ak vobec mozné obist’. Pretoze
nie sme na svete sami, ale Zijeme
v rodine a I'udskej spolocnosti,
kazdy skutok ma vplyv na druhych
a nesie so sebou nasledky. Je preto
mimoriadne dolezité, aby sme prv

ako koname, premysleli kazdy nas
¢in a skutok. Slovo skutok je odvo-
dené od slova skutoc¢nost’. Kym iba
myslime na skutok, ktory by sme
chceli vykonat’, je ¢as sa zastavit’ a
nekonat’.

KedZe pozname Boziu milost’,
ktora sa nam stala v Panu Jezisovi,
tato by mala byt’ tou prvoradou
pohnutkou k dobrym skutkom. Ked’
Pan Boh ma tak miloval, ze obetoval
svojho Syna, aby ma svojou smrt’ou
vykupil, tak ja by som mal poslusne
konat’ to, ¢o je Bozia vola—Bozie
skutky.

Apostol Pavel napomina na mno-
hych miestach—(2. Korint'anom
9,8): ,,A4 Bdh md moc rozhojnit’ vim
kazdii milost, aby ste vidycky vo vetkom
mali vSetkého dostatok a tak hojneli na
kazdy skutok dobry.

8. Epistola Kolosanom 1,10:
3eby ste chodili hodne Pina, aby ste sa
i vo vietkom 11ibili nesiic ovocie v kag-
dom skutkn dobrom a rastic v ndmost’
Boba.”

9. 2. Epistola Tesalonicanom
2,17: ,,nech radi potesit’ vase srdcia a
upevnit’ vis v kazdom dobrom slove a v
Skutkn.

10. 1. Epistola Timoteovi 2,9-10:
o Tak iste aj Zeny, v riichu zdobnom a
slusnom, oxdobovat’ sa so stydlivoston
a rozumnostou, nie Zdapletami a latom
alebo perlami alebo drahym richons,ale
to, (o slusi Zendm, ktoré prigndvajiic sa
k Bohu slnbujii bohabojnost, dobrymi
skutkanms.

11. 1. Epistola Timoteovi 5,25:

o Lak iste grejmé sii aj dobré skutky. A
to, (o je inak, nedd sa ukryt.

12. A aby cinili dobré, boli bohati
na dobré skutky, Stedri, zdielni a
tak si zhromazd'ovali dobry zaklad
do budtcnosti a dosiahli skutocny,
vecny Zivot. Epistola Zidom 10,24:
A pozorugme sa navzajom tym cielom,
aby sme sa rognecovali k liske a k dob-

rjm skutkon.
]
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Children's Corner

Update from the Frankas

Jesus Loves

the Little Children

t that time the disciples came to Jesus and
said, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom
of heaven?”

And He called a child to Himself and
set him among them, and said, “Truly I say to you, unless
you change and become like children, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven. So whoever will humble himself like
this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (Mar-
thew 18:1—4)

Now they were bringing even their babies to Him so that
He would touch them; but when the disciples saw it, they
began rebuking them. But Jesus called for the little ones, say-
ing, “Allow the children to come to Me, and do not forbid
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom
of God like a child will not enter it at all.” (Luke 18:15-17)

But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their hearts,
took a child and had him stand by His side, and He said to

them, “Whoever receives this child in My name receives Me,
and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for
the one who is least among all of you, this is the one who is
great.” (Luke 9:47—48)

“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe
in Me to sin, it is better for him that a heavy millstone be
hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depths
of the sea.” (Matthew 18:0)

“See that you do not look down on one of these little
ones; for I say to you that their angels in heaven continually
see the face of My Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 18:10)

“So it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that
one of these little ones perish.” (Matthew 18:14)

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world.
Verses from New American Standard Bible

Natasha Laurinc
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Radio Logos NEW app located on Google Play and App Store

Baptist Church Vlasotince, Serbia

Altualizdcia aplikacias

RADIO 4 B

RADIO 4 B

; VIAG, AKO SLOVA

ear friends at the Czecho-

slovak Baptist Conven-

tion, there was never a

more urgent time to bring

the Good News of Jesus’ resurrection

to the homes of people than now. With

half the world in lockdown, and a lot

of churches closed, or open with some

limitations, we are glad to report that

our radio ministry, in partnership with

Radio Logos in Slovakia, is not slowing

down as the COVID-19 crisis is more
and more developing.

Thanks to partners in the ministry,

Radio Logos was able to obtain a new

Logosk

VRAL, KD BLOWA

app for smartphones. It was purchased
from a worldwide Christian radio orga-
nization, and then adapted to local
needs. For several yeats; listeners with
Apple devices were complaining that
they could not hear Radio Logos due to
software incompatibility.

Finally, we have a NEW app located
on Google Play and App Store. Please
follow this link:

http://www.radiologos.sk/smartphone.html
to get the app for your device and let
us know how it works for you. If pos-
sible, please write a positive review.
Radio Logos is a ministry in the Slovak

RADI0 @ B

& Listen

Radio Logos

3 Timeline
i News

(# On Demand

(@ Offline

& About

language, and most of you, reading our
update, do not speak Slovak. But take
a peek at the app and then find some-
one who speaks Slovak as a first lan-
guage and recommend it to him/her. In
exactly this way we found a new listener
in Spain, when our English—speaking
friend recommended Radio Logos to
his Slovak friend who came to Christ
recently and never had a chance to hear
or to read the Bible in her language.
Wishing you many blessings for
Easter.
Jan & Ana Franka
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Sherri Paulson in Ghana

"Delight yourself in the Lord,
and he will give you the desires
of your heart".

Psalm 37:4

Last days
January 17,2021

ast days, last drives
with snow on the
roads, last foods,

last goodbyes. But many
firsts await me. Like the first
time arriving in Accra, I will
quarantine for 10 days. The
first time I will not go and

run around and visit my
friends. The first time I will
have someone grocery shop for me.

I sent out a prayer email for people to be praying for me,
and I have at least 70 people walking with me, going to Ghana
with me. This morning I woke up and had no worties, no “Oh
no! I forgot this”, no “What do I do if this doesn’t work out?”
ot butterflies in my stomach. And as I thought and praised God
about it, I realized that every day since I sent out that prayer
update, my worry has lessened, my to-do list has shortened, my
complaints are quieter, and my joy for returning has increased.

I don’t want to say I don’t believe it, because I do. I know it is
because I have people praying for me. But there is a part of me
that is like, “NO WAY!!I” I said to my aunties something like: if
this is how God is going to be answering his people, then I am
so excited to gol! What is God going to do these next few years?

Our world is unknown. When I say goodbyes to people, 1
wonder what they will be doing, or where they will be when I
come back or if they will be closer to the Lotrd or farther away
because of the circumstances that come around. And me too,
what will my life be like in a few years or even a month??! I have
my ideas, but really, I do not know. I do not know what Covid
has done to the country, even though I hear of very few deaths
and people not wearing masks. I do not know what ministry
will look like, even though I have contacts and needs and ideas.

So, since I cannot control any of this, since I cannot con-
trol how people are going to change with the world changing
around us, since I cannot control my Covid test, or the aitlines,
I will let it go and not worry. Anne Graham Lotz says that worry
is unbelief, as it frets over things instead of trusting God com-
pletely. So, let’s just believe. Believe in God’s bigness. Believe in
Gods love. Believe in God’s plans. Sounds cheesy. Maybe a bit
too simple. But the Word says that worry is not going to add
anything to your life. So, let’s keep it simple.

Back in Ghana
February 4, 2021

God really outdid Himself. Or is that just normal Him-
being-God? I went from a “I wonder what God is doing?” to
ending up in Ghana singing “God is so good”.

It was the evening of the day I wrote my last blog, January
17" T was ready to fly on the 19™. I got a call that night from a
nurse telling me I am positive for Covid-19. I listened quietly,
holding back sobs, and asked her when I could retest again since
I am asymptomatic. She said in 10 days. I hung up. I bawled.
My family was just as shocked as me. But we sat, we trusted in
God’s knowing more than us, and we rolled out the next 10
days. I think we all enjoyed that extra time. I had nothing to do.
I had no place to go. My family had all had Covid already, so
they were not concerned about getting it. We played games and
I read books and I cooked and relaxed. It was a blessing.

So, then January 28" came around to get tested again. My
amazing parents took me, and we waited. I had a travel agent on
standby. I had my last suitcase just waiting to be filled with last-
minute toiletries and such. AND...they emailed me early on the
29" that I was negative. YEEE HA! So, I had time to call the
travel agent and I got a seat on a flight for the 30™. I filled out
paperwork that would be needed for a Covid test at Accra ait-
portt. I took an online health screening test provided by Ghana.
We left at 6:30am for Minneapolis and the Delta attendant was

This is the cute lil' back apartment
| am staying in for quarantine at the SIM Guesthouse

very kind. All papers, visa, tests were accepted. The man next to
me was being told he had the wrong Covid test and could not
fly! How terrible! I got to JFK airport and had a long layover,
but I didn’t care—I was going!! The flights had seats empty next
to me so I was able to stretch out. I arrived in Accra the after-
noon of the 31%and went thru all the lines and my rapid Covid
test came back negative. I had people waiting for me. And here
I am now, at our SIM Guesthouse, in isolation, for a week. I will
then take another test, which will hopefully be negative, and
then I am FREEEEEEE!!

18
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Other  missionaries  have
cooked food for me since I can-
not go out. Some have asked if
there is anything I need and gone
shopping for me. Some other mis-
sionaries traveled with a truck up
north and I was able to hand off
most of my suitcases, as now I do
not have to worry about them. My
phone number is connected and I
can call people. I have all I need.

I am so thankful. I am so, so very
thankful.

By God's Grace

February 15, 2021
My time in Accra has been
great. I had a week of quarantine.
It actually went quite fast. I think
I am good at doing nothing. And
then my second week has been vis-
iting and catching up with friends
and people who I used to do min-
istry with. I was back and forth, in and out of the guesthouse.
We have to wear masks all the time so that is exhausting and
cumbersome, but so be it. Some friends came to the guest-
house to hang out, others I visited at their place. I am back
to greetings like, “How are you?” “I am fine, thank you, and
your” “Oh, by God’s grace we are doing well.” It is amazing
that some of the little kids I used to do programs with are
now about to enter high school. Or some of the youth I was

part of are now youth leaders. So very encouraging,

I would like to share with you one of the quiet times I had.

One night, I could not fall asleep. I was desperate. Since
Dagbani makes me tired, I pulled out my Dagbani Bible and
English Bible. I went through Matthew 5. Jesus says, “Do not
resist the one who is evil.” The evil person here is one who
takes your cloak and then you should give your shirt. Or one
who slaps you, and you then give him the other cheek. Or one
who forces you to go one mile, and you go with him another.
Also he says to give to the one who begs.

The phrase that got me was “Do not resist the one who
is evil.” “Really, Lord? Ok! I will be ready to love this kind of
person, one who is evil.” My pride in me was thinking: I love
people, this will be easy.

The next morning, I borrowed the SIM van to run errands.
I came up to a traffic light. At traffic lights here there are beg-
gars. The man who came towards my vehicle was a person of
a different religion. I could tell by the way he dressed. I heard
myself in my mind say, ““This man is evil because he is against

Some of the youth | was part of are now youth leaders.
Very encouraging

God.” So, as he passed I did not give him
anything EVEN THOUGH this Scripture
passage came to me and pricked my con-
science! I was grateful for the green light so
that I could run away from what I should
have done.

Now, there are lots of discussions on
what to do with beggars. Give or not give.
Give money or food. Share a tract or pray
with them. This is not the point. The point is I had an encoun-
ter with the Lord in His Word about not resisting one who is
evil. I failed. I decided what was right in my own eyes. I judged
this man based on his religion and previous experience with
these people. My attitude and actions fell short of love.

Does anyone love this man? Does anyone care for him and
feed him? I do not know. Just because I give him a few coins,
does that mean he is cared for? Have I done my Christian duty
by helping a beggar like the other part of the Word says?

God, how can you love this man who doesn’t believe you,
who may even hate you? I asked this of the Lord and sensed a
quiet response of, “Because he doesn’t know Me.”

God gave me an opportunity to experience Him and his
ways. I was stuck in a way of thinking that is familiar with a
pharisee. I thought myself too “big” to stoop to this level.
The level was love. The level was not resisting. You would
think it is so simple. You would think a missionary would be
an A student at this.

I needed this reminder to see where I really am in reading
and doing the Word. There are many people here who I would
consider “one who is evil” and yet that was who I once was
too. But by God’s grace I have been made friends with God,
says Romans 5. I am sure these people also would love to
know how they can be friends of God.

Next time may I be ready in word or deed to show them
they are loved.

Love you. Thanks for praying. O
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Mark & Gretchen Potma

"Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth!
For I am God, and there is no other."
Isaiah 45:22

e’d like to share with you a con-
versation that Mark had in Janu-
ary with our outreach worker,

Petr Vlcek, about the church-planting efforts
in the Prosek neighborhood of Prague.
The spiritual situation in Prosek is, of
course, very difficult, because Satan does
not want a new active local church to be established in this
location. Despite the fact that there is a large percentage of
atheistic people here in the Czech Republic, which is a result
of Communism here in this country, where faith was sup-
pressed and the nation was devastated; despite this, God is

calling us to this work. He is calling us to this ministry to
serve these unbelieving and seeking people, a truly great num-
ber of people around us.

So, there’s lots of work to do here at Prosek! I am person-
ally praying for more co-workers, for more Christian broth-
ers and sisters, who will join us at the Prosek church plant and
help us with this very great work. Prosek is calling out for help
in this spiritual work. People need to be saved.

At this time, the Corona crisis in the Czech Republic has
reached its peak. The Czech Republic is literally the worst-hit
country in Europe, maybe even in the wotld, but despite this
we are proclaiming the gospel, giving out Bibles, and serving
the Lord. We are following all the government guidelines: dis-
tancing, masks, and so on, and we are able to meet in person
within the number of 6-8 people.

We are also very grateful to the Potma family, specifically
Mark and Gretchen and their children, because without

Mark Potma, this work would not
be so far along, Together, Mark and
Gretchen have done an incredible
work in the northern districts of
Prague. They have left a large foot-
print, and we are deeply grateful
for the Potma family.

My testimony is, in conclusion,
that even with these huge obsta-
cles, and in this adversity, we can

see the light of Christ. And may 1
remind each one of you that while you may have a tragic situ-
ation in your life, something very difficult, some kind of spiri-
tual darkness, the light of Christ always shines there — always
look and see him there, and you will always find Him, even
in the most difficult moments of your life. This has been my
experience. Amen.

Please PRAY for the unbelievers in the city of Prague and
especially the 37,000 people who live in the Prosek neighborhood.

PRAY for Petr and for all those who are working together
with him, sharing the good news of Jesus in Prosek.

PRAY for more Czech believers to join in the work.

PRAY against the spiritual opposition in Prosek, and
PRAISE God for His grace and love which has the power to
overcome darkness.

PRAISE the Lord for providing financially for the needs
of the Prosek church plant, and please PRAY for God's
blessing on all those who support the ministry at Prosek.

The best Method of Evangelism
Mark is a member of the Czech church-planting task force
which is mobilizing support and resources to initiate 20 new
churches and 30 new church-planting projects by the year 2030.
What will it take to see this vision become a reality?

Support
Petr: The Church-Planting Department is here to support
local churches as they start missional communities, church
plants and also churches. But it’s also about educating people
because it’s been shown that planting churches is one of the
best ways to bring the good news to people. We want to bring
practical tools and connect groups across the whole church.

Change

Bedfich: Church planting is about three things. The first is
about the change in people’s lives which I have seen, whether it
is in people who are meeting God for the first time and what it
means, how hard it is sometimes, how long it takes, or whether it
is change in people for whom their faith maybe wasn’t completely
real in their lives. Sure, they believed in God, but not that they
would take up the challenge to go somewhere, to change some-
thing. Now all of a sudden, they have to believe God every day.
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Friendship and Creativity

Bedrtich: The second thing is friendship and cooperation.
I am happy that every day I can work in cooperation with
my best friends to plant churches. We’ve gone through some
hard things together, but the fact is that we’re together a lot
and often, and I can say today that they’re my best friends.
The third thing is creativity. It’s incredible to see how creative
people are and how they manage to think up new ways of
reaching unbelievers, how to do church, and what they them-
selves want to have in the church and what they are capable
of thinking up and starting.

Tomas: The Church of the Brethren has church planting
in its roots, in its foundations. In its first 25 years of existence,
23 churches and 60 smaller local church plants were started.
The years of Communism separated us from our roots and we
have to learn it again in our generation. In the last 25 years, 30
new churches have been started and the number of churches
has almost doubled. Even though this process hasn’t always
been completely positive, we see that it is this investment into
new churches that is bringing huge results.

Teamwork
David: I've had the privilege of being part of starting two
new churches. I didn’t lead either team, but I was able to be
part of these teams. I learned a lot of new things. One of
these things was that we started out as a team and so I learned

very well how to work in a team. The second thing that was
great is that we came to a place in Prague where the gospel
hadn’t been preached before. It was what we call a “white
field” in terms of Christian witness. Then there is the third
thing — that we left our mother church and all at once we were
surprised that in these mother churches, lots of people got
involved in ministry, and often it was people that we never
would have expected. I saw that planting a new church ben-
efitted the mother church also, and these churches still are
doing very well today.
Basic Training

Petr: The support that we give is made up of seven areas
that naturally are connected to one another, which all begin
with the letter Z in Czech. The first is preparing the soil for
church planting through teaching, We want to support the

raising up of new leaders. We offer a mirror—we put a mir-
ror up to the main leaders, so that they can see their weak
and strong sides, their giftedness for church planting, We offer
basic training to the teams. We want to offer a supporting
environment for teams, in the form of guidance and coaching
— resources, and not just financial, but also written materials,
for example. And lastly, we want to create a platform for shar-
ing our experiences with each other.

Church-Planting Foundation
Tomas: It’s clear to us that planting churches needs finan-
cial support as well, and for this reason, we established the
Church-Planting Foundation, which supports new projects,

and we try to obtain resources for a new generation of church
planters.
Prayer Points:

1. Please PRAY with the Czech church-planting task force
that 20 new churches would be established and 30 more would
be initiated by the year 2030, for God’s glory.

2. PRAISE God for recent opportunities we’ve had in pet-
son and online to share our ministry, and PRAY that God would
continue to open doors for us to share the vision of reaching
new regions, planting new churches, discipling new believers,
and training new leaders in the Czech Republic for God’s glory.

3. PRAY for a new generation of believers in these new
churches who will be actively involved in leading others to
faith in Christ and in discipling them to spiritual maturity.

4. PRAY for the current church-planting coaches and
mentors, and that God would raise up more new coaches for
the additional 30 new church-planting projects.

5. PRAY also for 20 leaders for these 20 church plants, and
that God would raise up 30 more leaders who can be coached
to competently lead 30 more new church—planting projects

by 2030.

Thanks for praying with us and partnering with us to reach
new regions, plant new churches, disciple new believers, and
train new leaders in the Czech Republic.

Proclaiming repentance and forgiveness to all nations,
Mark and Gretchen
a
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