A )
Verf/y truly I tell you,
whoever hears my word
and believes him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be judged
but has crossed over from death to life. uohns:24)

~Amen ;ayrhen, fikam vam:
Kdo slySi mé slovo
a véifi Tomu, ktery mé poslal,
ma vécny Zivot a nepfijde na soud,
e jiz preSel ze smrti do Zivota. yans:24)

" Amen, amen, hovorim vam:
Kto pociva n%loijie;"fs_loyo_.- et
a veri fom_u,,;k_t_o‘fzi_rfl__a';_{p' gslal, " .
ma vecny Zivot a nejde na sdd,
ale presiel zo smrti do Zivota. (ans:24)
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All donations should be mailed to our financial secretaries, using
enclosed envelope.

USA:

Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
C/O Larry Rucker

2222 Parkers Hill Dr.

Maidens VA 23102

CANADA:
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention

€/ Henry Pojman

1305 Inglehart Dr

Burlington, ON, L7M 4X6

Make check payable to Czechoslovak Baptist Convention or CZSKBC.
Feel free to make a special designation on the bottom of the
check:

Convention, Glorious Hope, Scholarship Fund, Bibles for
Czechoslovakia, etc.

Please do not mail checks to our main address in Detroit, MI.
Gifts for Ladies’ work—make check payable to Czechoslovak
Baptist Women’s Missionary Union.
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Convention Mission Statement
The Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of USA
and Canada exists 1) to assist in extending the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in lands of cen-
tral and eastern Europe, particularly the Czech
and Slovak Republics; 2) to support the work
of Baptists and other evangelical churches
in North America that minister to persons of
Czech and Slovak descent, and 3) to provide a
Christian context for worship, fellowship, teach-
ing, and appreciation of heritage among those
in the United States and Canada who bear
interest in the nationalities we represent.

Misijni poslani konvence
Ceskoslovenska baptisticka konvence Spoje-
nych stat a Kanady byla ustanovena za ucelem:
1) napomahat v Sifeni evangelia nadeho Pana
JeziSe Krista v zemich stfedni a vychodni Evropy,
2vlaété v Ceskeé a Slovenskeé republice; 2) pod-
porovat praci baptistll a jinych evangelikalnich
cirkvi v severni Americe, které slouzi ¢eskym
a slovenskym potomkim; 3) predkladat formu
bohosluzby, obecenstvi a u¢eni, vazit si dédictvi
téch, ve Spojenych statech a v Kanadg, kterym
lezi na srdci narody, které reprezentujeme.
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Editorial

Your Word is Truth

landscape blanketed in snow
resonates with the colour of
aster: pure white. In some

cultures long ago, colours became inte-
| gral to religious symbolism. Between

| the 12* and 13® centuries, the Catho-
" lic Church began associating certain
colours with liturgical periods. White is the colour of light and
joy, symbolizing innocence, purity, hope and new life.

Light represents Christ, who is the light of the world.
Light, which overcomes darkness. Light, which shone during
the resurrection, when Jesus Christ triumphed over death.

Beneath the snowy blanket, life awakens. Even before win-
ter has a chance to fade, snowdrops peak their little heads
through: evidence of the life beneath. Their pure presence
gives hope for the new season. Gazing on the miracle of new
life fills the heart with joy and the sense that the world is beau-
tiful.

The feeling is the same when a human being is transformed,
and just as impossible not to give in to. The old is gone, all
is new. A new life in the light of Jesus Christ. The mystery,
understood by the one who stepped into the light; who has
understood that the only hope for humankind is Christ, and
decided to believe in Christ’s message, submitting to Christ
their way of life. Evidence of a new life is a balanced life, a life
that cares for others, and its neighbours.

We read about people who have entered into their new life
in the pages of our magazine. They are our brothers and sisters
who stand with us, in missionary work or various other call-
ings. Many have passed from the temporal to the eternal. I
believe each one of them, if they could write the story of their
lives, would attest to the truth of Your word is truth, as it is
written in the prayer of Jesus in the gospel of John, Chapter
seventeen: I have given them your word ... My prayer is not that
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from
the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into
the world, 1 have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify
myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. My prayer is not for
them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are
in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world
may believe that you have sent me.... Righteous Father, though the
world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you
have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue
to make you known in order that the love you have for me may
be in them and that I myself may be in them.” (John 17:14-21,
25-26)

We remember the faithful with gratitude, and pray for sin-
cerity in following Christ in all who call themselves Christian.

Editor-in-Chief Natasha Laurinc
Translated by Elizabeth Jane Fields
a

Tvé slovo je pravda
rajina pokryta bilou snéhovou pokryvkou rezonuje
I< s bilou barvou Velikonoc. Jiz v davnych kulturach
e barvy misily s nabozenskou symbolikou. Kato-
licka cirkev od 12.—-13. stoleti stanovila barvy pro liturgicka
obdobi. Bila je barvou svétla, radosti, symbolizuje nevinnost a
cistotu, nadéji a novy zivot.
Svetlo je obrazem Kirista, ktery je svétlem svéta. Svétlo,
které pfemaha temnotu. Svétlo, které zazafilo pfi zmrtvych-
vstani, kdy Jezi§ Kristus zvitézil nad smrti.

Pod snéhovou pifkryvkou se zivot probouzi. Svédei o
tom nézné snézenky vystrkujic{ své hlavicky jesté nez zima
pomine. Oslovuji svou cistotou a nadéji na nové obdobi. Pri
pohledu na ten zazrak nového Zivota srdce napliuje radost a
svet je krasny.

Stejnému pocitu se nelze ubranit, dojde-li k proméné v
zivoté ¢loveka. To staré pominulo, vie je nové. Novy zivot ve
svétle Jezise Krista. Tajemstvi, kterému porozumi ten, kdo do
tohoto svétla vstoupil. Ten, kdo pochopil, ze jedinou nadéji
pro cloveka je Kristus a rozhodl se v Kristovo poslani uvéfit

05> Pokraduje na strané 5
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From the President

of two of Jesus’ followers the Sunday

following his crucifixion is a favorite of
mine. It was Easter Sunday — Resurrection
Sunday, only the two sorrowful friends trudg-
ing along, faces downward, didn't know it
yet. They told the stranger who joined them
on the road the things which had happened
in recent days, how Jesus’ death was forcing =~
them to revise their vision of the future.

“The chief priests and our rulers handed
724 him over to be sentenced to death, and they
- crucified him. But we had hoped that he was
the one who was going to redeem Israel.” = ofrk

=4 Luke 24:20-21a
Even then, though, in the grief and sor-

I uke’s record of the journey to Emmaus

last ‘word-flickers of light in the darkness
grave where Jesus Ilfeless body was lai

yent to the tomb early that mornlng'
dn’ %qu h|s body but said -

what was said in the Scriptures. Later, at sup-
per, their eyes were opened and they recog-
nized him as he took bread, gave thanks and
broke it. At that moment he disappeared
from their sight. Quickly they hurried back
to Jerusalem only to find out that the risen
Lord had appeared to Simon as well.
Easter basks in the grand collective expe-
rience and witness of the Church for 2000
years: “He Is Auve!” Rumours of resurrection -
spark a flicker of hope wherever they spread.

That Jesus is the firstborn from the dead SHAD
(Col. 1:18) presumes that we shaII follow. -

Hallelujah! =« NI
Your Easter glft to the Conventlon W|II' :
help us continue to publlsh and proclalm ;

this GOOD NEWS. .0 =/ RS
The next annual gathenng of the Con-

vention is schedqled for July 5-8, 2018,
at Allegheny College, Meadville, PA. Please
mark it in your calendar.

After their encounter with the Risen Lord
on the Emmaus road, the travelers asked
each other: ...”Were not our hearts burning
within us while he talked with us on the road
and opened the Scriptures to us?” Luke 24:32
May this be our glad experience this Easter.:

Stan Mantle
Q
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From the Executive Secretary

The 109" Czechoslovak Baptist Convention

July 5-8, 2018

Allegheny College, Meadville, Pennsylvania

SpPRINGS OF Living WaTeEr-John 7:37-38, Rev. 7:17

Quiet Water—He Restores My Soul (Psalm 23:2-3a)
“..he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.” Psalm 23:2-3a

Living Water—He Satisfies My Thirst (John 4:13-14)
"..whoever drinks the water | give him will never thirst. Indeed the water | give
him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life” John 4:14

Old Wells and New—He Guides and Prospers His Servants (Genesis 26:17-33)
“Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug in the time of his father Abra-
ham...Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and discovered a well of fresh water
there” Genesis 26:18-19

Baptismal Water—Buried and Reborn (Romans 6:3-4)
“We were... buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead. .. we too may live a new life.” Romans 6:4

ELEcTiONS 2018

During the July convention, delegates will be electing the General Board to
a 4-year term. Please pray for the Lord’s guidance in this decision, since several
members will not be able to serve the next term. Send your nominations and
suggestions to info@czskbc.org.

We hope that you will mark your calendars and save the date of the 109"
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention: July 5-8, 2018, Allegheny College, Meadyville, PA.

Visit our website www.czskbc.org to view the Tentative Program or download

the registration form.

Editorial... Pokragovani ze strany 3

a podfidit tomu zpisob svého zivota. Evidenci je vyrovnany
zivot ¢loveka, kterému zalez{ na druhych, na svych bliznich.
O lidech, ktefi do nového Zivota vstoupili, cteme i na stran-
kach naseho ¢asopisu. Jsou to nase sestry a bratfi at’ uz vedle
nas, v misiich nebo v riznych jinych poslanich. Mnozi jiz pfe-
8li z ¢asnosti do vécnosti. Véiim, ze kazdy, kdo by sepsal pfi-

b¢h svého zivota, by dosveédcil Tvé slovo je pravda, jak to zazniva
v modlitbé Pana Jezise u Jana v 17. kapitole: ,,Dal jsem jim Tvé

slovo... Neprosim, abys je vzal ge svéta, ale abys je uchrinil pred ghjm.
Nepatii svétu, jako ani ja nepatiim svétn. Posvét je pravdou; Tvé slovo je
pravda. Jako jsi posial na svét mé, tak jsem jd posial na svét je. Posvécuji

Glorious Hope ® Slavnd nadéje = Vol 44, N° 1, March 2018

In His service

Darko Siracki

Executive Secretary
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention
www.czskbc.org

sdm sebe ga né, aby i oni byli posvéceni pravdou. Neprosim ale jen za
né. Prosim i za ty, kter? ve mé uvéii skrze jejich slovo. At json vsichni
Jedno, jako Ty, Otée, ve mné a ja v Tobé; at’ jsou i oni jedno v nds, aby
svét véril, ge jsi mé poslal. Spravedlivy Otce, svét T neznd, ale ji T¢
znam. Tible poznali, $e jsi mé posial, a j jsem jim dal poznat Tvé jméno
a jesté ddam, aby ldska, kterou jsi mé miloval, byla v nich a ja v nich.*
(Jan 17; 14-21, 25-26)

S vdécnosti vzpominejme na vérné sluzebniky a modleme
se za upfimnost v nasledovani Krista vsech téch, ktefi se kfes-

t'any nazyvaji.
Natasa Lanrincova, $éfredaktorka
]



Robert Dvorak’s

Easter Reflections

Glorious Hope: March 2001
aster! Our best season. The hope of all Chris-

tians—everywhere, in all times, and no matter

what denomination or tradition. If it is Christ

whom you follow, it is a risen, living Lord. God
be thanked for all the beauty of the incarnation (Christ-
mas), for the wealth of Jesus’ teaching about how to live in
relationship with God and with each other, for the com-
passionate way Jesus touched and healed so many of earth’s
broken people. All of these things are encouragements to
us. We would not do without any of them. But it is the res-
urrection (Easter) that trumps everything about our faith
in Christ. We do not simply remember One who was, but
we relate to One who is!

Glorious Hope: March 2003

Easter—it comes with a sense of gladness and deep per-
sonal satisfaction.

The goodness never goes away, even if you have expe-
rienced many Easters over a lifetime. Never does it grow
old or dull. No one says, “Been there, done that.” Easter
lies just too close to the core of our personalities and faith.
Once upon a time we were shaped for the rest of our lives
by an understanding that came to us one way or another:
“Jesus Lives and So Shall 1.”

If we did not have this focus to live with, life would be
pretty bleak...

That Christ has wanted us to have his same privilege
and that Scripture has declared we may be one with him
in the gift of personal death turned into personal life. . .
well, that makes everything quite acceptable in the living
of these days. The strangeness of this world and the debili-
tations of sin and a thousand dysfunctions are not on the
agenda forever. One day we will look back on all of this
and smile at how we managed to get so “worked up” over
things of passing significance.

It is possible to get really messed up on Planet Earth
apart from believing with all your heart that “Jesus Lives,
and So Shall I” But with resurrection belief securely
locked in one’s soul, the news of the day will have its right
perspective and be plenty fascinating besides.

God bless this Easter season to you and keep you fresh
in the best news of all.

Glorious Hope: March 2011

According to John 20:16, when Jesus came free of the
tomb on the morning of the resurrection, Mary Magda-
lene was at the cemetery near his grave. It had been a bitter
weekend for her: a great friend gone, many hopes for the
future dashed. And now, on top of everything else, the
tomb had been opened and Jesus’ remains were missing.
That very low moment is exactly when the Lord spoke her
name: “Mary!” He knew her instantly, and by his vocal
tone she knew it was he.

Everything became different.

The miracle of Jesus in our faith, life, and times is that
he knows us by name, calling personally on us and to us.
When the Lord calls a name, an invitation immediately
follows — to go with him where he leads, to work hand in
hand with his purposes for redeeming all things. Centuries
ago, God spoke the child Samuel’s name three times in the
night. Before that, at the flaming, but unburned, bush, the
same thing happened for Moses. And even earlier, God
called out once to Abram saying, Go out now to a new
home far distant.

Easter morning is another in these personal name pat-
terns. So to speak, “Mary, dear Mary, I am here with you.
Believe with me that, with God, all things are possible.”

Christ, risen from the dead, immediately called out to
Mary, one of his own. Hope you too have heard his voice
speaking your name recently. Easter time, for sure.

Glorious Hope: March 2012

Easter is our day!

It is the main moment in anyone’s experience of Chris-
tian faith.

Nothing is more pivotal or reaches higher in all our
gospel belief than the announcement that Jesus returned
from the dead.

Why?

* Because we needed a savior, one stronger than the
greatest enemy that would do us in.

* Because death is a penalty for everything that has gone
wrong with the human race and our individual participa-
tion in it. The good news of the gospel is that Jesus took it
on for us—endured it to the fullest extent and then cast it
aside, breaking the stranglehold it wished to hold over us.

* Because in the resurrection Christ delivered to us life
larger than anything we had ever known before.

0

Glorious Hope ® Slavnd nadéje = Vol 44, N° 1, March 2018



Spurgeon Devotion

Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. John 19:16
esus was in agony all night. He spent the early morn-
ing hours at the house of Caiaphas, then was hur-
ried from Caiaphas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod,
d from Herod back to Pilate again. He was not allowed
any food, drink, or rest, so by then He had little physi-
cal strength remaining. His enemies were eager for His
blood and, thus, led Him out to die, forcing Him to carry
His own cross. What a sorrowful procession! No wonder
the “daughters of Jerusalem” (Luke 23:28) wept for Him.
Dear soul, do you weep for Him as well?

What do we learn from this picture of our blessed
Lord being led to His death? Do we recognize the truth
foreshadowed by “the scapegoat” (Lev. 16:8)? Didn’t the
high priest “lay both hands on the head of the live goat and
confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israel-
ites—all their sins—and put them on the goats head” (Lev.
16:21), removing the sins from the people? Wasn't the
scapegoat then led “@way into the desert in the care of a
man appointed for the task” (v. 21), carrying away the sins
of the people so that even if they were searched for they
could not be found?

In the same way we now see Jesus brought before the
priests and rulers who pronounce Him guilty. God Him-
self imputes our sins to Him, charging our sins to His
account, for ‘the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us
all” (Isa. 53:6). “God made him who had no sin to be sin for
us” (2 Cor. 5:21) as a substitute for our guilt. Upon His
shoulders He bore our sins, represented by His cross, and
the final great Scapegoat was led away by the appointed
officers of justice.

Beloved soul, do you have the assurance He carried
your sin? As you look at the cross upon His shoulders,
does it represent your sin? There is one way by which you
can be assured He carried your sin. If you have laid your
hand upon His head, confessed your sin, and trusted in
Him, then your sin no longer lies on you, but has all been
transferred to Christ through blessed imputation. And
He bears your sin on His shoulders as a weight heavier
than His cross. Don't let this picture fade from your mind
until you have rejoiced in your own deliverance and then
praised the loving Redeemer upon Whom your iniquities
were laid.

Taken from “Look Unto Me”

The Devotions of Charles Spurgeon by Jim Reimann
Copyright © 2008 by Zondervan

Use by permission of Zondervan. www.zondervan.com

a



You Could Be Interested in...

Czech Baptist Union:

avel Coufal,
b New  Presi-
_ dent of Bap-

tist Union (B]B)

At the Congress
of Delegates in Czech
Republic, the new
president of the Bap-
tist Union was elected
on April 22, 2017.
Pastor Pavel Coufal
was born in Ostrava
— Poruba and spent
his childhood in Olo-
mouc. He gave his life
to the Lord Jesus at the age of 13, and was baptized at Sumperk
Church. Several years after he graduated from university, the
Lord called him to the ministry in the newly established Olo-
mouc Church. During that time he studied theology at the
Institute TCM International in Heiligenkreuz, Austria.

Since 2005 he has been serving in the Brno Baptist Union.
Since election to the post of BJB executive chairman, he has
been a half-time pastor. It is worth mentioning the fact that
Pavel Coufal is the grandson of the well-known preacher Alois
Erlich, a faithful servant, whose sermons “Revealed Secrets”
could also be read on the pages of Glorious Hope.

Pavel Coufal

an Jackani¢, New
Secretary of Bap-
tist Union
At the Congress of
Delegates of the Bap-
tist Union, the new
secretary of the BJB
Czech Republic  was
also elected, brother
Jan Jackani¢. Origi-
nally from Prague,
Vinohrady Church, he
helped at church and
in the Youth Depart-
ment. About 12 years
ago, he decided to leave his previous job and began to work
fully in the church as head of the Youth Department, then
later as a member of the executive committee and its vice-
chairman.

Jan Jackanic¢

25 years of the Brno Press Mission (BTM)

The idea of setting up a press mission was born in a time of
deep totalitarianism. Behind the idea stood Ing. Josef Secka,
who immigrated to Austria in 1968 for religious reasons. Here
he joined the correspondence service of the illegal Christian
broadcast TWR from Monte Carlo, under the pseudonym
Paul Bolar. His great dream from the very beginning was the
effort to send people in Czechoslovakia the highest quality
Christian prints. His vision later led to the establishment of a
press mission in Bohemia, Brno.

“Taste and see that the Lord is good”. Psalm 34: 8

“Thank God, these 25 years convinced us that in Him is
good. He defended the purpose of our activities, he used BTM
to save people for Christ, and helped us survive at the time of
primitive post-revolutionary capitalism. We have tested God
and found that He is good and that even in moments of trou-
ble, it is good to escape to Him. And that is a great reason for
gratitude and the courage to continue”.

Doc. MUDr. Pavel Smilek, PhD, Chairman of the Board
of BTM

New BJB Magazine Zpravodaj (Newsletter)
‘The Newsletter (Zpravodaj) will be published 4 times a
year, both in electronic and in printed form.

Slovak Baptist Union:

Conference of the BJB Sisters Division in the Czech
Republic and the Slovak Republic

The conference will be held from 04.05.2018 t0 06.05.2018
in Kosice, Slovak Republic

Topic: Power of the Word

The central verse: “See, I have set before thee this day life and
good, and death and evil.” (Deut. 30:15)

Main guests of the conference: Milka and Michal Lapédk

Bernoldkovo, Slovakia
On Sunday, October 29, 2017, Darko Kraljik was
appointed as the pastor of the local church. The act was car-
ried out by Jdn Szollos, the acting head of the Baptist Union
in Slovakia and the representative of the BJB West district,
Pastor Miroslav Téth.
a
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Mohlo by vas zajimat...

BJB Ceska republika:

ovy piedseda BJB Pavel Coufal
N Na sjezdu delegdtl Bratrské jednoty baptista 22.

dubna 2017 byl zvolen novy piedseda VV BJB CR
bratr kazatel Pavel Coufal. Narodil se v Ostravé — Porubé a
détstvi ztravil v Olomouci. Svij Zivot vydal Pinu Jezisi ve
13 letech a byl pokitén v Sumperském sboru. Neékolik let po
skonceni vysokoskolského studia uposlechl volani do sluzby
kazatele v nové vzniklém olomouckém sboru. Pii této sluzbé
studoval teologii na Institutu TCM v rakouském Heiligen-
kreuzu.

Od roku 2005 slouzi v brnénském baptistickém sboru. Po
zvoleni do sluzby pfedsedy Vykonného vyboru BJB, slouzi jiz
jen na polovi¢ni tvazek. Za zminku stoji skute¢nost, ze Pavel
Coufal je vnukem kazatele Aloise Erlicha, vérného sluzeb-
nika, jehoz kdzdni Zjevend tajemstvi jste si mohli ¢ist také na
strankdch Slavné nadéje.

ovy tajemnik B]B Jan Jackani¢
Na sjezdu delegdti Bratrské jednoty baptisti byl

take zvolen novy tajemnik VV BJB CR bratr Jan Jac-
kani¢. Pochdzi z Prahy a z vinohradského sboru a postupné
se zapojil do préce ve sboru a v mlddezi. Zhruba pied 12 lety
se rozhodl odejit ze svého predchoziho zaméstndni a zacal v
cirkvi pracovat naplno jako vedouci Odboru mladeze, pozdéji
pak jako ¢len VV a jeho mistopiedseda.

25 let Brnénské tiskové
misie (BTM)

Myslenka
tiskové misie se zrodila
jiz v dobé hluboké tota-
lity. Stl za ni Ing. Josef
Secka, ktery v r. 1968 z
ndbozenskych  davodi
emigroval do Rakouska.
Zde se zapojil do dopi-
sové sluzby ilegdlniho
kiestanského  vysildni
TWR z Monte Carla
pod pseudonymem Pavel
Bolar. Jeho velkym snem
od samého podcitku byla
snaha posilat lidem do Ceskoslovenska co nejkvalitngjsi kies-
tanské tiskoviny. Jeho vize pozdéji vedla k zaloZeni tiskové
misie v Cech4ch, v Brné.

“Okuste a uzfite, Ze Hospodin je dobry.” (Zalm 34, 9)

zaloZen{

Doc. MUDr. Pavel Smilek, PhD

“Diky Bohu jsme se za 25 let pfesvéd¢ili, ze On je dobry.
Obhdjil smysl nasi ¢innosti, pouzil BTM k zdchrané lidi pro
Krista, dal ndm pfezit v dobé primitivniho porevolu¢niho
kapitalizmu. Vyzkouseli jsme Boha a zjistili jsme, Ze On je
dobry a Ze i ve chvilich tézkosti je dobré se k Nému utikat. A
to je pro nds velky divod k vdé¢nosti i odvaze v prici pokra-
¢ovat.”

Doc. MUDr. Pavel Smilek, PhD, pfedseda Sprdvni rady
BTM

Novy casopis B]B Zpravodaj
Zpravodaj bude vychdzet 4x ro¢né, a to jak v elektronické,
tak i v ti§téné podobé.

BJB Slovensko

Konferencia Odboru sestier BJB v CR a SR

Konferencia sa uskuto¢ni v diioch 4. mdja 2018 — 6. mdja
2018 v Kosiciach, Slovenskd republika

Téma: Moc slova

Ustredny vers (5. Mojz. 30:15) ,, Hlade, dnes som ti pred-
lozil Zivor a dobré, smrt a zlé.

Hlavni hostia konferencie: Milka a Michal Lapédkovci

Instaldcia v Bernoldkove

Darko Kraljik

V nedelu 29. oktébra 2017 sa v modlitebni v Bernoldkove
uskuto¢nila instaldcia brata Darka Kraljika za kazatela miest-
neho zboru. Akt instaldcie vykonal zastupujici predseda Brat-
skej jednoty baptistov v SR brat Jan Szllos a zdstupca Rady
BJB za zdpadnt oblast brat kazatel Miroslav Téth.

a
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When Your Life Turns Upside Down

Based on a true life story

Part Eight

7 — Pavel’s Story
he histological examina-
tion after the first opera-
tion in 1993 confirmed the
diagnosis of Langerhans
cell histiocytosis. As there was a pet-
sistent discharge from the trepanation
cavity, two months later we per-
formed a histological examination of
the granulation tissue, and a relapse
was confirmed. So the next radiation
therapy was given in relatively high
doses. The radiation therapy tech-
nique was not as well developed as it
is these days. The extent of damage
to the surrounding tissue was greater.
Lydie’s brain received a full dose of
radiation, which turned out to be the
cause of most of the problems that
she has today.

The discharge and fistula persisted,
and so in 1994 she underwent actino-
therapy, chemotherapy (vinblastine)
and other medication. And in 1995,
we had to perform an excochleation
of a tumour in the lower jaw on the
right and the histological examina-
tion again confirmed Langerhans cell
histiocytosis.

In November 1995 Lydie under-
went a second operation of the
middle ear and trepanation cavity,
and Langerhans cell histiocytosis
was confirmed yet again. Associate
Professor Dr. Cada, the head of the
clinic, performed the examination. So
Lydie had to have more actinotherapy
and chemotherapy (vinblastine +
prednisone).

In November 1999, Lydie had a
third operation—an antromastoidec-
tomy on the right side, performed by
the senior obstetrician, Dr. Hlozek,

Turns Upsipe Down

BaseD ON A TRUE LIFE STORY

and again extensive infiltration into
whole pyramids of pale pink granula-
tion tissue was found.

Due to persistent discharge and
granulation in the trepanation cavity
and repeated histological confirma-
tion of LCH, Lydia was treated with
radiation therapy and chemotherapy
with vinblastine from 1998 to 2006.
Altogether she was given 125 doses
of vinblastine in doses of 10 mg. The
total radiation to the external ear and
the right pyramids during the illness
exceeded 120 Gy.

In October 2004, Lydie slipped
on the street and fell onto a sign right
on the back of her head. The X-ray
showed destruction of the atlanto-
occipital joint, but functional images
of the cervical spine did not demon-
strate a pathological shift, so she was
recommended a conservative treat-
ment, which lasted for about a year.

In 2006 she began to have facial
palsy and from October 2008 Lydia

started to complain of increased
fatigue and sleepiness again. 1
observed that her psyche was slow-
ing down. She started to faint and she
often felt nauseous, which is a sign

of intracranial hypertension. We did
a CT scan and found a tumour in the
temporal lobe on the right. On 29th
October 2008 she had another opera-
tion and the histology examination
had quite good results. There was no
confirmation of LCH and I person-
ally took it as a side effect of the large
doses of radiation she had had. Lydia
was just treated with high doses of
corticosteroids and she recovered
well.

In 2010 our son graduated in Eco-
nomics and Engineering and as we
were having a celebratory lunch in a
restaurant Lydie slipped and fell off a
raised stage where the lunch table had
been set.

A bit later we went on holiday to
East Bohemia to Veliny. But Lydie
started to feel unwell again. Her
lips were blue and she couldn’t walk
propetly. Just a short walk completely
tired her out and she had to go and lie
down afterwards.

We are always learning something
new. It didn’t even occur to me that
she was suffocating.

She actually had severe pneumonia
without a fever, which was later evalu-
ated by experts as a result of histiocy-
tosis of the lungs and an infection.

Her condition upset me so much
that I took her back from Veliny in
our car directly to the hospital, where
she was admitted to the intensive
care unit. It looked very bad. Without
oxygen she had a saturation level of

10

Glorious Hope = Slavnd nadéje = Vol 44, N° 1, March 2018



only 63. The normal saturation level
1s over 90.

It was a really disastrous state,
almost incompatible with life. The
conclusion of the various tests: dif-
fuse advanced emphysema, hypostatic
pneumonia in certain areas. LCH was
shown to be there too.

The worst of the condition was

treated but Lydia remained dependent |

on oxygen. I even ordered an oxygen
concentratot.

There are three organs vital to
life—the brain, the heart and the lungs.
Death was pushing on two of these
organs. It was a very hard time.

It was not long before there were
further complications. After the fall
at the graduation ceremony her brain
swelled up again and along with the
exhausting pneumonia Lydia’s health
rapidly deteriorated.

In autumn 2010, she had a CT
scan of her brain again and a col-
league from the neurosurgery depart-
ment said to me: “ We need to take
her to the operating theatre immedi-
ately... It’s urgent ...”

8 — Lydie’s Story

I was supposed to have the
operation on Monday and Pavel got
permission for me to go home on
Sunday so the elders of the church
could come and pray for me. I really
needed it.

When they sent me from the
Bohunice hospital back to St. Anne’s
neurosurgical ward and the doctor
decided that I had to have brain
surgery immediately, I felt scared for
the first time. My nephew Toma$ had
died after brain surgery shortly before
that.

What if I was going to be stand-
ing in front of God in a couple of
minutes!

It was strange. I love Jesus and 1
believe His words that I read in the
Bible. I believe that I am God’s child.
But suddenly I was filled with fear of
the Lord.

Several years before that — I think

R e

Rk S R A

daughter Dagmar with family

it was after my first ear operation

— I had experienced quite a morbid
picture in my mind over a period of
time. I had imagined myself in the
crematorium, lying in a coffin, with
Pavel and the children sitting in the
front row. Of course, I hadn’t been
able to tell anyone in my family about
it, but the picture had come back to
me several times a day.

During that time, a lady called
Alena had come to pray with me
every morning on her way to work.
She lived in our street and had a really
tough family situation. I told her
about my picture and we prayed about
it together. As we were praying, I said
out loud,

“Satan, in the name of Jesus I
order you to leave me alone!” And
at that moment I was freed from
the picture and was able to think of
normal things again.

The image in my mind came back
to me several times but I always told
it to go away in the name of Jesus and
it disappeared again. And then after a
while it went away completely.

But now I wasn’t suffering from
any kind of image in my mind. I
realised that there was a very real
chance that after being ill for thirty-
two years I could really die. I wanted
to be ready.

The elders came to our home on
Sunday afternoon. My husband and
my mum were there too. The elders
prayed for me as it is written in the
fifth chapter of the book of James,
where it explicitly tells us how the
church should pray for the sick. I con-
fessed my sins again and the elders
anointed me with oil. My mum prayed
too, but Pavel couldn’t.

9 — Pavel’s Story

I just couldn’t express what I had
on my heart in words. Lydie was
saying her final farewell to life. She
packed up the clothes she wanted
to wear in her coffin. She sorted out
a lot of her things. She threw a lot
away and gave away some others. She
sometimes misses those things now.

Lydie once said to me that she had
the feeling that the Devil wanted to
kill her, and that’s really what it looked
like. For the thirty-two years we had
been married, the one who steals,
kills and destroys had been trying
to destroy Lydie. And for thirty-two
years Jesus, the Good Shepherd, had
been giving Lydie back life in all its
fullness. (John 10:10)

I didn’t know what to say to the
Lord. From my heart there were just
muffled sobs, which I couldn’t control
for some time. But through those
tears which I couldn’t put into words,
all my stress, fear and pain left me.
Your will be done, Lord.

(Romans 8:26-27)

10 - Lydie’'s Mum

The time after my husband’s death
wasn’t easy. We had been together for
a long time. While he had been ill, I
had looked after him, and when he
died, I started to have my own health
problems, mostly with my vascular
system and my heart.

I Continues on page 15
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Kdyz se zivot obrati naruby

Skutecny zivotni prib

éh

N7

Cast osma

7 —Vypravi Pavel
istologické vysetreni po
prvni operaci v roce 1993
odpovidalo diagnéze
histiocytéza z Langerhan-
sovych bunék (dfivéjsi nazev: histio-
cytoza X). Pro pfetrvavajici vitok z
trepanacni dutiny jsme jesté po dvou
meésicich provedli histologické vyset-
feni granulaci a byla potvrzena recidiva.
Takze dal$i ozafovani v pomérné vyso-
kych davkach. Tehdejsi technika ozato-
vani nebyla jesté tak dokonala jako ta
dnesni. Rozsah poskozené okolni tkané
byl vétsi. Cast Lydiina mozku dostavala
plnou davku zafeni. Coz se pozdéji
ukazalo jako pfi¢ina vétsiny potizi,
které ma dnes.

Vytok a defekt ve spankové kosti
vsak pretrvaval i v roce 1994, a proto
byla aplikovana aktinoterapie, chemo-
terapie (Vinblastin) a jiné léky (Etopo-
sid, Cladribin aj.). A v roce 1995 jsme
museli provést odstranén{ tumoru v
dolnf Celisti vpravo a histologicky byla
opét potvrzena histiocytéza z Langer-
hansovych bunék.

V listopadu 1995 se Lydie podto-
bila druhé chirurgické revizi stiedousi
a trepanacni dutiny a histologicky
byla znovu potvrzena histiocytéza z
Langerhansovych bunék. Tuto revizi
provedl pan docent Cada, tehdejsi
ptednosta kliniky. Takze dalsi aktino-
terapie a chemoterapie (Vinblastin +
Prednison).

V listopadu 1999 byla provedena
tretf operacni revize antromastoidekto-
mie vpravo, kterou udélal pan primaf
Hlozek, a opét byla zjisténa rozsahla
infiltrace celé pyramidy spankové kosti

bledé rizovou granulacni tkani.

Pro pretrvavajici vytok a granu-
lace v operované krajiné a opakované
histologicky potvrzovanou histiocytézu
z Langerhansovych buné¢k byla Lydie
lé¢ena od roku 1980 do roku 2006
ozafovanim a chemoterapiemi Vin-
blastinem. Celkem j{ bylo podano 125
davek Vinblastinu v davkach po 10 mg;
Celkové ozateni zevniho ucha a pravé
pyramidy spankové kosti v priabéhu
onemocnéni presahlo 120 Gy loziskové
davky.

V tijnu 2004 Lydie na ulici uklouzla
a spadla naznak pfimo vzadu na
hlavu. Pocitacova tomografie uka-
zala destrukci atlantookcipitalnfho
skloubeni (mista spojent lebky a kréni
patete), ale funkcni snimky kréni patefe
neprokazaly patologicky posun, takze
byla doporucena jen konzervativni
1écba, ktera trvala asi rok.

V roce 2006 se objevila obrna

licniho nervu a od ifjna 2008 si Lydie
znovu stézovala na zvysenou unav-
nost a spavost. Pozoroval jsem, Ze se

ji zpomaluje psychika. Zacala upadat
do bezvédomi a ¢asto méla nutkani

ke zvraceni, coz je znamka nitrolebni
hypertenze. Udélali jsme CT mozku a
zjistili lozisko v oblasti temporalnfho
mozkového laloku vpravo. 29. 10.

2008 byla provedena dalsi operace a
histologie dopadla pomérné dobre.
Histiocytéza z Langerhansovych bunck
se neprokazala a ja osobné jsem to vzal
jako nezadouci projev velkych davek
ozafeni. Lydie byla 1é¢ena jen vyssimi
davkami kortikoidu a docela dobfe se
zotavovala.

V roce 2010 promoval nas syn
jako inzenyr ekonomie. Pfi rodinném
slavnostnim obédé v restauraci Lydie
uklouzla a spadla z vyvyseného pédia,
na kterém byla prostfena slavnostni
tabule.

O néco pozdéji jsme odjeli na
dovolenou do vychodnich Cech. Ale
Lydii se opét délalo $patné. Méla
promodralé rty a nedokazala poradné
chodit. Kazda sebemensi prochazka ji
nesmirné unavovala a musela si po ni
lehnout.

Clovék se cely Zivot udi. Vibec mé
nenapadlo, ze se vlastné dusi.

Popravdé feceno dostala tézky zapal
plic bez horecek, ktery pozdéji odboz-
nici vyhodnotili jako spojeni histiocy-
tozy v plicich s infekei.

Jeji stav mé natolik znepokojil,

e jsem ji z vjchodnich Cech dovezl
nasim autem pf{mo k nam do nemoc-
nice, kde ji pfijali na jednotku inten-
zivni péce. Vypadalo to velmi spatné.

12
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Jeji krev byla nasycena kyslikem jen z
63%. Normalneé saturujeme pres 90%.
Byl to opravdu katastrofalni stav,

téméf neslucitelny se zivotem. Zaveér
vsech vysetfeni: Difuzni pokrocily
emfyzém plic, hypostaticka pneumonie
(tézké poskozeni plic). I tady se uz pro-
kazala histiocytéza z Langerhansovych
bunck.

Akutni stav se zvladl, ale Lydia
zustala zavisld na kysliku. Dokonce
byla nucena uzivat koncentrator kysliku
i doma.

Jsou tii zivotné dulezité brany —
mozek, srdce a plice. Do zivota mé
zeny se smrt tlacila uz dvéma branami.
Bylo to tézké. Jeji zdravotni stav se
rychle zhorsoval.

Na podzim roku 2010 se znovu
udélalo CT mozku a kolega z neuro-
chirurgie fekl: ,,Okamzité na sal. Tohle
nesnese odkladu...

8 —Vypravi Lydie

Na operaci jsem méla jit v pondéli.
Pavel mi na nedéli zafidil propustku,
aby se u nas doma mobhli sejit duchovni
vedouci naseho sboru a modlit se za
mé. Potfebovala jsem to.

Kdyz mé poslali z Bohunic zpét ke
svaté Anné na neurochirurgii a 1ékaf
rozhodl, ze musi dojit k okamzité
operaci mozku, poprvé jsem zazila
jakousi bazen. Kratce pfedtim zemfel
muj synovec Tomas praveé na nasledky
operace mozku.

Co kdyz za par minut 1 ja stanu pfed
svym Panem!

Bylo to zvlastni. Miluji Pana JeziSe
a veéfim jeho slovu, které ¢tu v Bibli.
Véfim tomu, ze jsem Bozi dité. Ale
najednou na mé padla bazen pred
Hospodinem.

Nekolik roki predtim — myslim,
ze to bylo po prvni operaci ucha jsem
néjakou dobu zazfvala morbidni pred-
stavu. Opakoval se stile stejny vyjev.
Jsme v krematoriu, ja lezim v rakvi a
Pavel s détmi sedi v prvni fadé. Samo-
zfejmé jsem nikomu v rodiné nemohla
nic takového fici, ale tahle pfedstava
meé prfepadala nékolikrat denné.

son Pavel with family

V té dobé¢ k nam kazdy den rano
pted odchodem do prace pfichazela
Alenka L., ktera bydlela v nasf ulici a
meéla velké rodinné trapeni. Modlily
jsme se spolu. Svéftila jsem se jf a mod-
lily jsme za moji mysl. Pii modlitbé
jsem fekla nahlas: ,,Satane, ve jménu
Jezise Krista ti pfikazuji, odejdi ode
mne!“ A v tu chvili jsem byla volna a
mohla jsem myslet na normaln{ véci.
Aha, tak to tedy je!

Predstavy se jeste nekolikrat vratily,
ale vzdycky znovu jsem tomu ve jménu
Pana Jezise porucila a ono to zmizelo.
A pak uz se ani nevracely.

Nyni jsem vs$ak netrpéla zadnou
pfedstavou. Velmi realisticky jsem si
uvédomovala, ze po tiiceti dvou letech
nemoci mohu opravdu odejit. Chtéla
jsem byt pfipravena.

Bratti starsf pfisli v nedéli odpo-
ledne k nam domu. Byl pfitomen i
muj manzel a maminka. Bratii se za
mé modlili podle 5. kapitoly Jakubovy
epistoly, kde je pfesny navod, jak se
ma cirkev modlit za nemocného. Ja
jsem znovu vyznavala hifchy a bratfi
mé mazali olejem. Také maminka se
modlila, jen Pavel nemohl.

9 -Vypravi Pavel

Ano, nebyl jsem schopen vyjadfit
slovy, co jsem mél v stdci. Lydie se lou-
cila se zivotem. Zabalila si obleceni, které
chtéla, abychom jf dali do rakve. Délala
pofadek ve vécech. Mnohé vyhodila a
jiné rozdala. Nékteré ji dodnes chybi.

Kdysi davno mi Lydie fekla, ze ma
dojem, ze ji chce d‘abel zabit. Opravdu
to tak vypadalo. Tticet dva roki, po celé
nase manzelstvi, ten, ktery krade, zabiji
a nici, se snazil Lydii znicit. A po celych
tficet dva rokd Pan Jezis—ten dobry
pastyi—vracel Lydii zivot, a to zivot v
hojnosti. (Jan 10,10) Nemél jsem slov,
ktera bych pronesl pred Hospodinem. Z
mého srdce vychazel jen tlumeny vzly-
kot, ktery jsem uréitou dobu nedokazal
ovladnout. Ale skrze toto nevyslovitelné
lkani (Rim.8, 26-27) ze mne odchazelo
veskeré napéti, strach i bolest. Bud‘ vile
tva, mij Pane!

10 —Vypravi Lydiina maminka
Obdobi po manzelové smrti nebylo
lehké. Byli jsme na sebe hodné zvykli.
Dokud byl téZzce nemocny, osetfovala
jsem ho, a kdyz odesel, zacala jsem mit
sama zdravotni problémy, predevsim s
celym cévnim systémem a se srdcem.

Glorious Hope = Slavnd nadéje = Vol 44, Ne 1, March 2018

1S



Lydie after last surgery

A do toho znovu a znovu se vrace-
jicf Lydiina diagnéza. Tak rada bych ji
dala svtj zivot, ale ¢lovék nema zZivot
ve své moci.

Pfed posledni nejnarocnéjsi operaci
jsem se snazila denné za ni dochazet.
Tézko se mi dychalo a doslova jsem
pfed kazdym odchodem z domu
prosila: ,,Pane Jezisi, prosim té, dej mi
silu, at’ tam dojedu a at’ jsem pro ni
povzbuzenim.® A Pan Jez{s mé sku-
tecné posiloval.

Po modlitbé starsovstva v predvecer
operace jsem se rozhodla, Ze ztstanu u
Lydie v nemocnici, jak nejdéle to pujde.
Povidali jsme si o minulosti. Lydie
vzpominala na zazitky z détstvi a také z
poslednich tficeti let, na rizné dovo-
lené a hlavné na to, komu vS§emu mohla
povidat a svédcit o Panu Jezisi. Najed-
nou se usmala a fekla: ,, Maminko,
méla jsem krasny zivot. A jsem za néj
opravdu vdécna.*

Zatrnulo mi. Tticet dva roku tak
strasné nemoci a ona fekne: ,,M¢la
jsem krasny zivot.” Tézce jsem se s tou
myslenkou srovnavala. Jako matka bych
si pro své dite pfedstavovala aplné jiny
zivot, ale nakonec jsem fekla:

,»INo, Lydinko, asi si té Pan Jezis
vybral pravé pro tuto sluzbu a prave
takovym zpusobem.

Lydie se rozzafila.

,»Ja si to také myslim. Jsem,
maminko, v Bozi ruce. Bud’ se probu-

dim a budu v Bozi ruce tady, anebo
budu pfimo v naruci Pana Jezise.”

Drzely jsme jedna druhou a Lydie
se usmivala. V nemocni¢nim pokoji
bylo tak nezvykle jasno a krasné. Byl
to pfimo dotyk nebe. Ano, dotykalo se
nas samo nebe.

Prisla vizita. Jeden lékaf a sestra.

,»INechcete néjaky utisujici prostre-
dek, abyste mohla spat?* zeptal se lékaf
Lydie.

,»Deékuji, ja opravdu nepotiebuyji,
odpovedéla.

Kdyz sestra oteviela lékafi dvete, aby
mohl vyjit na chodbu, otocila se k nam a
usmala se: ,,Vy mate ten nejlepsf 1€k, ze?*
11 -Vypravi Pavel

Operatér odstranil pomérné velkou
c¢ast temporalnfho laloku. Operace se
zdafila. Zdafila se vyjime¢né. Nena-
staly zadné zvlastnf komplikace a také
rekonvalescence prob¢hla dobfe. Po
operaci Lydie lezela na samostatném
pokoji. Nebyla tim pfilis nadSena. M¢éla
kolem sebe rada lidi, aby s nimi mohla
sdilet své duchovni zazitky.

,,Co budu délat sama na pokoji,
komu budu svédcit?*

Ale pfichazeli za nf 1ékafi i sestry
a vyptavali se na nasi viru, protoze
si precetli letacek. Kazdy jednotlive.
Lydiino nejvétsi piani, aby byla svéd-
kem Pana Jezise a rozdavala nadéji, se
naplnilo i po této operaci.

Mam dojem, ze to bylo pfi této
hospitalizaci, kdy za ni pfisla kolegyné
z endokrinologie, aby zjistila, jestli je
dostacujici davkovan{ antidiuretickym
hormonem nebo se ma upravit. Lydie
ji sa-mozfejmé zacala vypravét o svych
détech. Kdyz fekla, kolik je Pavlikovi
let, doktorka vykfikla: ,,Vylouceno,
nesmysl. Vzdyt’ to uz vam nefungovala
hypofyza. Je naprosto vyloucené, ze
byste mohla oté¢hotnét v té dobé.*

Pravé jsem vstupoval do dvefi
Lydiina pokoje a vsechno jsem slysel.

,»Ale je to pravda, pani doktorko,
opravdu manzelka oté¢hotnéla, i kdyz ji
nefungovala hypofyza. Opravdu mame
dv¢ dospélé deti.“ Kolegyné se na mé
zamracila.

,»Hm, fika se, ze jsou véci mezi
nebem a zemi, ale jak mohla otéhot-
nét s nefunkeni hypofyzou, to tedy
nechapu. Ne, to je pro mé nepochopi-
telné a skoro nepfijatelné,” prohlasila
téméf nahnévané.

Kdyz odesla, Lydie se na mé tazavé
podivala: ,,Pani doktorka byla néjaka
rozhozena, nezdilo se ti?

Pokréil jsem rameny. Pro nékoho je
tézké pfijmout zazrak. Ale to nezna-
mend, ze ti, ktefi Bozi zazrak proziji, o
ném maji mlcet.

Lydie se uplné zotavila. Dokonce
odeznély i dechové potize. Dnes Lydie
dycha pfiblizné stejné dobfe jako
kterakoliv jina zena jejtho véku. Ale
ma velmi oslabeny imunitn{ systém. Je
tézké urcit, je-li oslabeny jen samot-
nou histiocytézou anebo i dusledkem
dlouhodobé lé¢by. Oboji je mozné. U
snizené imunity je v§ak vzdycky riziko,
ze se jakakoliv infekce zacne sifit dal a
napadne dalsi organ. Nejvetsi rizikem
zustala moznost sifeni infekce po
lebecni spodiné a do nitrolebi. Proto
byla pozdéji na nai klinice prove-
dena amputace pravého, ozafenim jiz
zdeformovaného usniho boltce, aby byl
odstranén zdroj infekce. Transplanto-
vany koznf lalok se sice dobfe pfihojil,
ale pod nim pfetrvava infekce dodnes a
vyzaduje pravidelné osetfovani.

Nicméné dnes, ¢tyfi roky po této
tézké operaci, je Lydie schopna béz-
ného Zivota.

To vSechno dohromady vidime
jako Bozi zasahy, projevy Bozi lasky a
Boziho milosrdenstvi. Samoziejmé Ze
bylo pouzito medicinskych prostredku
k 1écbé. Buh si muize pouzit cokoliv-
—i medicinu. Ale i v tom, jak jsme ke
zpusobu lécby pfichazeli, vidime Bozi
vedeni. Konec¢né pofad je to nemoc u
dospélych velmi vzacna. Némecti 1ékati
uvadéji v némecké populaci v soucasné
dobé¢ dva pacienty na jeden milion
obyvatel. Ono staré réent, ze lékaft 1é¢i,
ale Btih uzdravuje, se v nasem piipadé
mnohokrat potvrdilo. A proto prede-
v$im Panu Bohu vzdavame dik.

a
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When Your Life Turns UpSIde Down... Continues from page 11

And Lydie’s diagnosis kept coming
back. I would have loved to be able to
give her my own life but we don’t have
anyone’s life in our hands.

Before she had the last operation I
went to visit her every day. I couldn’t
breathe very well and before I left the
house I always prayed,

“Lotd Jesus, please give me strength
to be able to get to Lydie’s and to be an
encouragement for her.”” And the Lord
Jesus really did give me strength.

After the elders had prayed with
her the evening before the operation, I
decided to stay with Lydie in the hos-
pital for as long as I could. We spoke
about the past. Lydie remembered times
from her childhood and from the last
thirty years, as well as various holidays
and people she had spoken to about
Jesus. Suddenly she smiled and said,

“Mum, I’'ve had a great life. I'm
really grateful for it.”

I felt myself tense up. Thirty-two
years of such a terrible illness and she
was saying that her life had been great.
I really struggled with that thought.

As a mother, I would have imagined a
completely different life for her, but in
the end I said,

“Lydie, I guess the Lord Jesus must
have chosen you to minister in this
way.”

Lydie beamed.

“Yes, that’s what I think too, mum.
I’m in His hands. Either I will wake up
and be in God’s hands here or I will be
there in the hands of Jesus.”

We held each other and Lydie
smiled. It was really light and beauti-
ful in the hospital room — we felt
God’s touch from heaven. Yes, heaven
touched us.

A nurse and a doctor came to check
on Lydie as they were going around the
wards.

“Would you like to take something
so you can sleep?” the doctor asked her.
“No thanks, ’'m fine, really,” she

answered.

As the nurse opened the door to go
out into the corridor, she turned back
and said to us with a smile,

“You’ve got the best medicine.”

11 —Pavel’s Story

The surgeon performed a resection
on a relatively large portion of the tem-
poral lobe. The operation was a suc-
cess. An amazing success. There were
no complications and Lydie recovered
well. After the surgery, Lydie was in a
room on her own, which she wasn’t
too happy about. She liked having
people around her, so she could share
her spiritual experiences.

“What I am going to do here all on
my own? Who am I going to speak to
about God?”

But lots of doctors and nurses came
to see her on their own and asked her
questions. Lydia’s greatest desire to wit-
ness to the Lord Jesus and to give hope
to people was fulfilled even after this
operation.

I think it was during this time in the
hospital when one of my colleagues
from the endocrinology department
went to see her to see if she had a suf-
ficient dosage of antidiuretic hormone
or if it needed to be changed. Lydia
started talking about her children.
When she said how old little Pavel was,
the doctor exclaimed:

“Impossible, nonsense. After all,
your pituitary gland wasn’t working and
you had a dysfunctional hypothalamus.
It is absolutely impossible that you
could have got pregnant at that time.”

I had just walked through the door
into Lydie’s room so I heard every-
thing,

“Doctor, it’s really true. My wife did
get pregnant when she had a malfunc-
tioning pituitary gland. We have two
grown-up children.”

My colleague frowned.

“Hmm, some people say that things
happen which we can’t explain, but
getting pregnant with a malfunction-
ing pituitary gland? There’s no way that

could have happened, I can’t believe
it,” she answered, quite angrily.

After she had left, Lydie turned to
me and asked,

“The doctor seemed a bit put out,
didn’t sher”

I shrugged. Some people just can’t
accept miracles. But it doesn’t mean
that if a miracle happens to you, you
should be quiet about it.

Lydia recovered fully. Even her
breathing problems subsided. Now
she breathes about as well as any other
woman of her age. But she has a very
weak immune system. It is difficult to
know if it is due to the histiocytosis
or if it is a consequence of long-term
treatment. Both options are possible.
When someone has a weak immune
system, however, there is always a risk
that any infection will spread further
and attack some other organs. The big-
gest risk of infection was in the skull
and the skull base. For this reason, our
clinic later performed an amputation
of the right ear, which had already
been deformed by radiation, to remove
the source of the infection. The trans-
planted skin flap healed up well, but
underneath it there is still an infection
to this day which requires regular care.

Nonetheless, four years after the
operation, Lydie is able to live a normal
life.

In all this we see God’s interven-
tion, proof of His love and His mercy.
Of course, medicine was also used to
treat Lydie — God can use anything.
But we can see God’s guidance in the
way in which we came across the meth-
ods of treatment. Lydie’s illness is still
very rare among adults. In Germany
the statistics show that at the moment
two patients in a million suffer from it
among the adult population. The old
saying that doctors treat, but God heals
showed itself to be true in our case
over and over again. And so we thank
God for everything,

4
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Ladies’ Page

1 believe in the community of women
and although I have no biological sis-
ters, I have been blessed with many sis-
ters”. We share, we cry, we support, we
pray for each other and we encourage.
Today I want to encourage my sisters....

so grateful for all of you!
Deborah Lev Mulder

God’s
Word
in a Heart

erhaps you know these
signs.... A quickened
pounding  pulse and
shoulders tense, tears
threatening to erupt
at any moment.... Something has
gone wrong. Something could go
wrong. What should I do? What if
I mess up? What if...? Insecurities
streaming through your mind...

Paralyzing fear of failure looms
over every endeavour, and devastat-
ing regret defines your mistakes.

In desperation for control and success, dread is festering in
the pit of your stomach and fretting is an everyday enemy....

But it doesn’t have to be if we truly grasp the grace of Jesus.

A wave of peace comes when we seek the Lord, when we
remember that our life rests in His steadfast love and power.

We can rely on Christ’s perfection and turn to Him in our
inadequacy. Our worth is not in ourselves, but in our Saviour,
who gave Himself up for us. Galatians 2:20: My old self has
been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, bur Christ
lives in me. (NLT). So we can live in our earthly bodies by
trusting in the Son of God, who loves us and gave himself for
us, and what a relief and joy that is!

But anxiety still makes little visits, doesn’t it? And the prob-
lem is, that though the Spirit is in us we still dwell in our sin-
inclined body. Romans 7:18-25: 18 And I know that nothing
good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. I want to do what is
right, but I can’t. 19 I want to do what is good, but I don’t. I don’t
want to do what is wrong, but I do it anyway. 20 But if I do whar

[ dont want to do, I am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin
living in me that does it.

21 I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want ro
do what is right, [ inevitably do what is wrong. 22 I love Gods law
with all my heart. 23 But there is another power within me that
is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin
that is still within me. 24 Ob, what a miserable person I am! Who
will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death? 25
Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So you see
how it is: In my mind I really want to obey Gods law, but because
of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin. (NLT)

Until heaven, the struggles with self are all too real, but
Christ gives us gradual victory.

Can you relate all too knowingly? Are you in that place
to0? Are the cares of this world too troubling to bear?

Cast your cares upon God and let Him heal you with truth.
When caught in the bondage of anxiety, remember that your
life—everything you are—is in the total faithfulness, sover-
eignty, and love of God. We may experience anxiety, but it
does not have to define us.

Our momentary mess is an opportunity to seck the One
who longs to show His glory and orchestrate our good. Christ
can redeem any hopeless or fearsome situation—we only have
to wait and trust.

When we realize that help, strength, worth, and mercy
come from Jesus and not ourselves, worst case scenarios and
fears dwindle in the light of Godly courage and confidence.

I just love these truths and verses from Psalms—verses that
I go to that will calm and heal:
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1. Almighty God Helps and Keeps You — Psalm 121

1 lift up my eyes o the hills. From where does my help come? My
help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. .. (v. 1-2)

The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The
Lord will keep your going out and your coming in, from this time
Jorth and forevermore. (v. 7-8)

2. The Lord Listens and Gives Rest — Psalm 116

1 love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for
mercy. Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore 1 will call on
him as long as I live... (v. 1-2)

The Lord preserves the simple; when I was brought low, he
saved me. Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt
bountifully with you. (v. 6-7)

3. He Loves and Forgives Without Limit — Psalm 103
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from

the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. (v.
11-12)

4. God Protects and Acts in Perfect Timing — Psalm 27

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
(v. 1)

... Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take cour-
age; wait for the Lord! (v.14)

5. The Lord Responds and Revives the Broken — Psalm 34
1 sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from

—
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all my fears. Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces
shall never be ashamed. .. (v. 4=5)

Ob, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man
who takes refuge in him! Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for
those who fear him have no lack! (v. 8-9)

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed
in spirit. (v. 18)

6. God Restores and Brings Joy — Psalm 40

1 waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard
my cry. He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry
bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. He put
a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will
see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. (v. 1-3)

As for you, O Lord, you will not restrain your mercy from me;
your steadfast love and your faithfulness will ever preserve me! (v. 11)

7. He Secures and Holds Us Fast — Psalm 62

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from
him. He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not
be shaken. On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty
rock, my refuge is God. (v. 5-7)

A common thread in the Psalms is that God is near, ready
to act on our behalf according to His glorious will. We only
have to call upon Him.

Read these, write these, pray these, sing these — whatever
will stick them in your mind! May God’s Word fill your heart
with hope as you walk in the freedom that only Christ gives.

3 Deborah Lev Mulder




In Memory

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the

righteous Judge, will award to me on that day’.
-2 Tim. 4, 7-8

Jiri (Beorae)Dedecius
20.7.1939 —17.12. 2017

Bojoval jsem dobry boj, svij béb jsem dokondil,
viru jsem gachoval. Ted na mne lekd koruna spra-
vedlnosts, kieroun mi v onen den udéli Pan. 2Tim.
4,7-8

Jiri Dedeciusg
20.7.1939 —17.12. 2017

estor ceského vysilani Trans World
Radia (TWR)
Bratr Jiff Dedecius se narodil

estor of the Czech Broadcast Trans
World Radio
Brother Jifi Dedecius was born in

Novostavce, a town in Volhynia. In 1947, after

the war, with his parents and sister, he moved to their ancestral
homeland and settled in Velké Losiny. He graduated from the
Secondary School of Electrical Engineering in Brno. He gave
his life to Jesus in the Baptist Church of Brno and was baptized.
In 1961 he married Ludmila (nee Holubov4).

Around 1975, he felt God’s calling to use his knowledge
in electrical engineering and began to secretly record Christian
musical groups, poetry and the spoken word of God. These
recordings were then sent through various secret paths to the
Christian radio station TWR in Monte Carlo.

From there, Christian programs were broadcast at the time
of Communist totality in Czechoslovakia, and people could lis-
ten on short-wave radio receivers. At that time Christian broad-
casting was not allowed in the country. From abroad, Christian
literature circulated to Dedecius, which he and his wife helped
to distribute. The fact that all this courageous service was a
great risk was on the other hand balanced by many miracles
and exceptional protection from God. George faithfully and
bravely served his Lord. The “pulpit” was a mixing console and
recording equipment. His service was not visible; he did it in
his “free time” in addition to his job, but God used it mightily
for His glory and spiritual blessing to many people George had
not met personally. After the revolution, Jifi Dedecius stood at
the birth of a separate Czech Trans World Radio, which is also
behind the project of Radio 7.

He spent the last two years of his life with his family in
Cesky Tesin. The farewell to George Dedecius took place on
December 22, 2017, in the Church of Brethren.

“The memoirs do not contain all of our experiences with
our Lord. That would make a thick book! I have nothing to
boast about; I do not have any merit. But the word of the Bible,
that he who does not have any strength is richly gifted with
power from God, has been fulfilled. This is my experience and
the experience of my wife. There is nothing more beautiful,
fulfilling and secure than being available to God.” Ji#¢ Dedecius

From the story of brother Dedecius and his wife Ludmila
recorded in Marie Frydrych’s book Guarded Cizy.

v Novostavcich na Volyni. Po valce v roce
1947 se s rodici a sestrou vratili zpét do vlasti
svych pfedkt a usadili se ve Velkych Losinach. Vystudo-
val stfedni elektrotechnickou skolu v Brné. Zde také v
brnénském baptistickém sboru uvéfil a byl pokitén. V
roce 1961 se ozenil s Ludmilou, rozenou Holubovou.

Kolem roku 1975 citil Bozi povolani vyuzit svych
znalosti v elektrotechnice a zacal tajné nahravat kfest’an-
ské hudebni skupiny, poezii i mluvené Bozi{ slovo. Tyto
nahravky se potom posilaly riznymi tajnymi cestami
do kfest'anské rozhlasové stanice TWR v Monte Carlu.
Odtud se vysilaly kfest’anské pofady, které v dobé komu-
nistické totality v Ceskoslovensku mohli lidé poslou-
chat na kratkovlnnych radiovych pfijimacich. V té dob¢
kfest’anské vysilani nebylo v zemi povoleno. Z ciziny k
Dedeciusovym pro zménu proudila kiest’anska literatura,
kterou pomahali distribuovat. To, Ze cela tato statecna
sluzba pfedstavovala veliké riziko, bylo na druhou stranu
vyvazeno mnoha zazraky a mimofadnou Bozi ochranou.
Jiff vérné a statecné slouzil svému Panu. ,,Kazatelnou”
byl mixazni pult a nahravaci zafizeni. Jeho sluzba nebyla
vidét, délal ji ve svém volném case pfi zaméstnani, ale
Buh ji mocné pouzil ke své slavé a k duchovnimu pozeh-
nani mnoha lidem, se kterymi se vétsinou ani osobné
nesetkal. Po revoluci stal Jifi Dedecius u zrodu samo-
statné ceské redakce TWR, ktera mimo jiné stoji i za pro-
jektem Radia 7.

Zavérecné dva roky svého zivota prozil s rodinou
v Ceském Té&siné. Rozlouceni s Jifim Dedeciusem se
konalo dne 22. 12. 2017 ve sboru Cirkve bratrské.

“Vzpominky zdaleka neobsahuji vSechny zkusSenosti
s nasim Panem. Bylo jich tolik, ze by vydaly na tlustou
knihu. Nemam se ¢im chlubit. Moje zasluhy nejsou
zadné. Ale naplnilo se slovo Bible, Ze tomu, kdo zadné
sily nema, Bah moci hojné udili. To je zkusenost moje
a zkusenost mé zeny. Nic neni krasnéjstho, plnéjsiho a
bezpecnéjsiho nez byt k dispozici Bohu.” Ji#7 Dedecius

Z vypraveni bratra Dedeciuse a jeho zeny Lidy zazna-
menané v knize Marie Frydrychové S#egené mésto.
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Josef Jaromir Hodul
April 17, 1934 — December 11, 2017

Jesus said to her, “I am
the resurrection and the life.
The one who believes in me
will live...” John 11:25

oseph Jaromir Hodul
was born in Komarno,
Czechoslovakia.  He
as saved at fourteen when
he heard James Stuart share
the gospel. He married
Martha in 1957 and they
had two children and two
grandchildren. He served
God in many ways: taped Bible passages in Slovak on audio
casettes, contributed with sermons to the TWR behind the
Iron Curtain, worked as a translator for Our Daily Bread, and
taught and preached whenever needed. He loved his family
and friends but most of all his Lord Jesus Christ. He is now
celebrating in heaven. Joe was deeply loved and will be missed
by all who knew him.

Joe passed away peacefully on December 11, 2017. At his
request, cremation and a private service have taken place at
Windsor, Ontario.

0
<

VYivian (Plasta) Hynek
June 27, 1923 — Ffebruary 7, 2018

n her 95* year, passed
Ipeacefully into the

presence of her Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ
with her family by her
side on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 7%, 2018, at the
Oakville Trafalgar Memo-
rial  Hospital.  Beloved
mother of Daniel Hynek
(Patricia) and Darlene
Higgins (Richard). Dear
grandmother to Douglas
(Krista), Melissa (Glenn),
Lisa, Joshua, and Sarah
(Terry); great-grandmother
to Benjamin, Caelan and Madelyn. Survived by brothers Mel
and George Hibrant, and sisters Ann McMann and Carrolle
Golow. Predeceased by husband Walter Hynek and brothers

Joe and Walter Hibrant. Lovingly remembered by her many
nieces and nephews.

A Celebration of Vivian’s life took place at Maple Grove
United Church, 346 Maple Grove Drive, Oakville, on Febru-
ary 17, 2018, and the interment was on February 20, 2018, at
Park Lawn Cemetery, Toronto.

Vlasta was an active member of the Czechoslovak Bap-
tist Convention and for many years she contributed with her
poems. She worked as a Sunday school teacher for years in the
home church. The love of the Lord Jesus was reflected in her
face. This will remain in the memories of all who knew her.

Although we are sad that she will no longer be with us, we
rejoice in knowing she is singing with the angels and dancing
with the saints, with 20/20 vision and perfect hearing. Psalm
17:15: “As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall
be satisfied, when I awake with thy likeness.”

R0
<

Roge Rilbrai
September 23, 1913 — Becember 22, 2017

n Friday, Decem-
ber 22, 2017,
Rose Kilbrai (née

Reichert) passed peacefully to
her heavenly home with fam-
ily by her side. Rose was born
on September 23, 1913, in
Michalovka, Volyn, Poland, to
Bedfich (Fred) and Anna (née
Tucek) Reichert. She moved
with her family to Alzbétin
Dvor, Slovakia, in December
1925, and then immigrated to Canada, settling on a farm in
the Floradale district of Minitonas, Manitoba, in May 1930.
Rose married Erwin Kilbrai in Minitonas on October 27,
1934, and God blessed them with four children: George, Lilly,
Ernie, and Evelyn. Rose was a dedicated homemaker and a
wonderful cook and baker. She delighted in hosting family
meals, and she never wanted anyone to leave her home hun-
gry. “Eat, eat!” were her usual encouraging words to all who
sat at her table. She always had a large garden for fresh produce
and for preserves for the winter. A generous portion of her
garden was devoted to colourful flowers. Besides cooking, bak-
ing, and gardening, Rose learned to crochet in her mid years,
and she made hundreds of articles that adorned the homes of
family and friends. When Rose moved into a suite in Heritage
Manor in Swan River in 2001, she made new friends and was

I=” Continues on page 23
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Youth Page

Meekness is NOT Weakness

Petar Vlasic
Matthew 5:5

anner and I have a
sweet seven-month
bloodhound named

= - River, whose typical day is
oy comprised of her four favor-

) ite activities: eat, sleep, play,

E repeat. Just like a child, she is
v full of energy, and one of her

favorite things is when we go
visit Tanner’s mom and dad so
she can play with their slightly
older puppy named Lacey. They will spend hours outside
chasing each other, wrestling, stealing each other’s toys...just
playing. And even though Lacey has
a few more months of life experi-
ence, is more powerful, has about
15 pounds on River, and realistically
could with relative ease show River
whose house this is, interestingly
enough it is often our little River
that can be seen chasing after or
being on top of Lacey. As I observe, I

BLESSED

are the meek

determined. Yet throughout history these wild and powerful
beasts have been disciplined to contain their wild and prideful
nature and have been used to pull carriages, bear burdens, and
as their peak achievement, become war horses. These disci-
plined horses never stopped being strong, determined, or pas-
sionate. They just learned to bring their wild, rebellious nature
and power under the control of another. What once was an
uncontrollable force now responds to the slightest touch of the
rider, what once would scare at the slightest sudden noise now
stands in the face of cannon fire, willing to roar into battle,
and to stop at the slightest whisper. Its strength is present, and
is under control; it is now meek. But definitely not weak.

Just as these meek war horses are under the control of their
master, a meek person is the
one who submits to the will
of God. The meek maintain
their strength, power, drive, or
goals, but now allow God to
discipline them, to guide their
steps, and to use those charac-
teristics for His glory, building
them into a person who shines

marvel at the sight: this older, larger,
stronger, and more experienced

for they shall inherit the earth

the Light of Christ through
their gentleness, patience, love,
and self-control. Meek indi-

dog willingly letting the younger
pup dominate...submitting herself
so the younger one can have a fun
afternoon.

Every time I watch them play,
Lacey’s actions remind me of some-
thing Jesus teaches us in his Sermon on the Mount: Blessed
are the meek... Meckness, or power under control, virtually
synonymous with gentleness and often mistaken for weakness,
is a willful act of submitting ourselves to the control of another.
In other words, meekness is to consciously refrain from exer-
cising our own power or right to do something for the benefit
of someone else. It means to have our personality, our nature,
but to intentionally sacrifice our own will to another.

It is a tough concept to understand, let alone practice, so
hopefully this picture helps us understand. One of the ani-
mals none of us would ever consider to be weak is a horse: a
massively strong animal known to be wild, unruly, proud, and

MATTHEWS 5:5

viduals are still strong, but now
they use that strength to show
God, not themselves.

Take Moses as an exam-
ple. In Numbers 12:3, he was
described as the meekest person on earth, yet this man con-
fronted the most power ruler in the world at the time, res-
cued the Hebrew people from slavery, then led hundreds of
thousands of them through the desert, constantly dealing with
their grumbling for 40 years. Moses was no weakling; in fact
he is one of the top examples of godly leadership. Just like
Moses, we can become examples of godly leadership if we sub-
mit our mind, body, and spirit to His training,.

The bottom line is this: it takes confidence to be meek.
No, not confidence in ourselves or our abilities, but rather
confidence in God. When we submit to God’s will and let
Him mould us, when we let the Holy Spirit guide us, the true

5> Continues on page 23
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Children’s Corner

IS in Control of

ejoice always, pray
without  ceasing,
give thanks in all
circumstances;  for
this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.” — 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:16-18

Mr. Pickles calls this the
hardest and longest time of
the year. It's the time from
January till about late March, when he mostly just works
and there really aren’t any big holidays that we get to cel-
ebrate with our families. The trees are still bare, with not
a lot of color decorating the ground or the trees. There
are typically fewer vacations to be had, fewer conventions
and family visits, and a lot more work to be done. Schools
don't really break for more than a day here or there, at
least until Easter/spring break. Plus, depending on where
you live, it can be rather cold and not as sunny and warm
as summer. Not to mention that summer break seems to
be light-years away, and it’s dark by 5:30 every night!! The
time just seems to drag on and on.

But never fear! Springtime is just about here! In a few
short weeks we will begin to see the signs of spring.
The weather will start to warm up and clear out a little.
Schools will have a spring break. April and May will bring
bright, vibrant colors like greens and reds and purples as
trees grow and flowers bloom, adding to the beauty of
the world around us. Summer plans will be made, vaca-

tions planned, and excitement will build as countdowns
begin. Soon we'll get to dip our feet into rivers and play
for hours in the pool, ending the sweet days with cold
popsicles that dribble down our faces as they melt faster
than we can eat them. Not to mention, there will still be
light past 5:30!

Just like the yearly gloomy time of January to March,
we will sometimes have weeks or months where life just
isn't very fun. Sometimes there will be hard times and
sad times. Sometimes the days will be long and seem
like there is no break in sight, like the schoolwork and
household chores will never actually end. In those times
it can feel overwhelming, like Jesus has forgotten us, just
because life may not be sunshine and roses. The truth is,
though, that in all times Jesus is there. If we look to Him,
not only will we be able to get through the hard times,
but eventually we'll get past them and before long‘spring’
will be here. In Ecclesiastes 3:1 it says, “For everything there
is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven”. God
knows everything. God is in control of everything. Hard
times and sad times are all a part of life, but with Jesus by
your side, it is much easier to navigate the rough seas to

smoother waters. .
Mrs. Pickles
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2017 was a year of anniversary milestones
and remembrances:

25" anniversary of the founding of TEAM Czech, remem-
bered at TEAM Czech annual conference.

20" anniversary celebration of the Seberov church, where
we were founding members in 1996.

107 anniversary of the beginning of ministry and outreach
at the Skalka church.

Day of Thanksgiving for the Lord’s provision of a perma-
nent church home for South City Church.

5" anniversary of the establishment of the Lidvi church,
celebrated at our New Year’s Eve service.

Gretchen’s father passed away on December 3%, only four
days after his 60" wedding anniversary.

In addition, here are 17 more noteworthy events and
achievements from 2017:

South City Church grew this past year to 111 members
and almost 50 children in six locations. Mark baptized nine
believers in 2017, all of whom joined our church at various
locations.

Average attendance at five Sunday services (South City,
Skalka, Mongolian church, Lidvi, and Network Praha) has
also grown to 120-150 people weekly, with many believers
involved in ministry.

Mark continues to serve as elder at the Lidvi church and
administrative pastor of South City Church, encouraging the
leaders, elders, deacons, pastors and interns at all locations of
our church.

Mark joined our denominational church planting com-
mittee for another 4-year term, and continues to serve on the
New Churches’ Trust Fund and TEAM Czech’s Ministry Area
Leadership Team.

Mark was the main speaker at a two-day church planting
conference, and participated in pastors’ conferences in Janu-
ary, May, and September. Mark also chaired TEAM Czech’s
annual conference.

Mark continued mentoring and coaching pastors, elders,
church leaders, and pastoral interns.

Gretchen is a language coach for new missionaries and has
been mentoring a Bible school intern.

Gretchen continues to lead the weekly Mothers’ Club at
Ladvi and teaches conversational English and evangelistic
Bible classes as an outreach of the Lddvi and Skalka churches.

Gretchen is enjoying teaching Sunday School again with
seven children regularly attending Sunday services at the Ladvi
church with their parents. Ben and Elise are a big help with
Sunday School.

In June, we reached out to 60 children at the LegoPro-
jekt outreach for children at the new Bohnice church plant.
Thanks to this outreach, Eva and her two children joined the
Bohnice church plant.

Our family has been helping Eva as she launched a chil-
dren’s cooking class at the Lddvi church as a neighborhood

TEAM Czech Republic

outreach. Each week’s recipe is based on the cuisine of a differ-
ent world culture.

Over 100 people attended English Camp in July, including
a capable team of Czech and Canadian believers. One of the
Canadian team members has been accepted as a missionary
with TEAM Czech.

In August, we hosted a Passion Life conference at South
City Church led by a team from the U.S., focusing on the
biblical and practical aspects surrounding the lives of unborn

children.
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At the Bohnice and Prosek outreaches, we offered “The
Money Course”, MyLife Workshop, Alpha, and Christianity
Explored, led by our outreach worker, Petr VI¢ek, and a team
of believers from Ladvi.

Through the Lddvi church, we hosted two rounds of the
Preparation for Marriage course for nine engaged couples,
who heard the gospel and learned important Christian prin-
ciples of marriage.

South City Church began a partnership with Young Life
to reach out to local teenagers through a new Friday evening
outreach club for them. Young Life is now renting office space
at South City Church.

Mark met with leaders from the Prague Evangelical Roma
Church, and the Skalka elders approved that they can meet at
Skalka every Saturday evening for services and Tuesdays for
Bible study.

Luke (21) is more than halfway through his engineering
degree. Noemi (19) started studying business in the fall, also
at the University of Windsor. They are active in their church
in Windsor and taking good care of each other. Ben (15) and
Elise (13) are doing well at school and growing more mature
each day.

PRAYER UPDATE

Godliness with contentment is great gain.

- 1 Timothy 6:6

Praise the Lord for good participation in The Money
Course outreach in Bohnice and Prosek in January. PRAY
that the participants will put into practice the biblical finan-
cial principles they have learned and that they would continue
coming each week to the next round of Christianity Explored
which will start next week in both locations. PRAY that God
would draw many who have been invited to the course, includ-
ing Gretchen’s students from her English class at Ladvi.

Praise the Lord with us for an excellent annual conference
for TEAM Czech Republic. It’s the largest we've ever been,
with 20 adults and 19 children. We were joined by TEAM’s
Senior Director for Europe, missionaries from the newly-
opened TEAM ministry area of Poland, and TEAM’s member
care facilitators for Europe. TEAM has 150 missionaries serv-
ing in eleven European countries, making up 25% of TEAM’s
total global ministry. Please PRAY for TEAM’s mission out-
reach in Europe.

Praise the Lord for our newest appointee to the Czech
Republic, Becky Ferguson. After serving on last summer’s
English camp team from Windsor, she immediately applied
to TEAM and was officially accepted in January. Please PRAY
for Becky as she transitions from her current ministry into a
season of raising prayer and financial support.

Thank you for your prayers for our trip to Minnesota for
Gretchen’s dad’s memorial service. We are thankful that the six
of us were able to be there together to participate in the service
and to spend time with our extended family.

Thank you for your support and prayers for us in 2017 and
into the new year!

Desiring godliness and contentment in 2018,

Mark & Gretchen Potma Q1

In Memory... Continues from page 19

soon seen in the activity room putting together many puz-
zles, until it became too difficult for her to see due to macular
degeneration. Because of failing health, Rose moved into the
Swan Valley Lodge Personal Care Home in 2010 where she
resided until her passing.

Rose accepted Jesus as her Lord and Saviour as a young girl
and was baptized at the age of fourteen. Upon moving to Can-
ada with her family, she became a charter member of the First
Czechoslovak Baptist Church in Minitonas. Rose memorized
many scripture verses, poems, and hymns, which she could
still recite during her final days. She spent much time praying
and reading the Bible, and she was often heard singing hymns
as she worked around the house. Her heart was filled with a
spirit of rejoicing.

Rose was predeceased by her beloved husband, Erwin; her
parents; her sisters, Vlasta, Aninka and Tona; her brother,
Karel; and her son-in-law Rod Pumphrey. She is survived and
lovingly remembered by her children: George (Marie), Lilly
Pumphrey, Ernie (Jane), and Evelyn (Bernard) Bredin; grand-
children and many nieces and nephews and their families. 0

Meekness is NOT Weakness... Continues from page 20

source of our strength, as found in 2 Timothy 1:7, will show
up in our daily life: “...power, love, and self control”. Com-
plete obedience to God will give us the wisdom to know when
it’s time to stand up, the strength needed to stand up, and the
love and self-control to stand up the right way, so that our
Lord is glorified and we shine His light in this world.

It’s not an easy road, but the path of meekness is one worth
taking. It might not lead you to an interview on the Today
Show, a role in a major motion picture, or the top of the Bill-
board charts or the sports world. You might not become Presi-
dent of the United States or Prime Minister of Canada, but
you will find that the reward God has is far more abundant
than any found on this earth, for as Jesus promised in Mat-

thew 5:5, “...they [the meek] shall inherit the earth.” 0O
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