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The Mission Today and Always

As my Father has sent me, | am sending you
John 20:21b



Convention Mission Statement

The Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of USA and Canada
exists 1) to assist in extending the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ in lands of central and eastern Europe, particularly the
Czech and Slovak Republics; 2) to support the work of Baptists
and other evangelical churches in North America that minister to
persons of Czech and Slovak descent, and 3) to provide a Chris-
tian context for worship, fellowship, teaching, and appreciation
of heritage among those in the United States and Canada who
bear interest in the nationalities we represent.

Misijni poslani konvence

Ceskoslovenska baptisticka konvence Spojenych statt a Kanady
byla ustanovena za u¢elem: 1) napomahat v Sifeni evangelia
naseho Pana Jezise Krista v zemich stfedni a vychodni Evropy,
2vlaté v Ceské a Slovenské republice; 2) podporovat praci bap-
tistd a jinych evangelikalnich cirkvi v severni Americe, které slouzi
¢eskym a slovenskym potomkdm; 3) predlozit formu bohosluzby,
obecenstvi a uéeni, vazit si dédictvi téch, ve Spojenych statech a
v Kanadé, kterym lezi na srdci narody, které reprezentujeme.
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he Copper Teapot

Copper dishes have been used

in the kitchen since ancient
times. Due to certain characteristics of
this metal, dishes made of copper are
a favourite among kitchen accessories.
Copper has a high heat conductivity
which causes high thermal power.
So that it doesn’t lose its quality and
attributes, every metal needs to be
cleaned and polished once in a while. The cleaning of a copper
teapot invoked a train of thought with regards to dishes.

Dishes are made out of varying types of material, from wood,
clay, iron and precious metals, to glass and even porcelain. Every
material is distinguished by a set of unique characteristics which
determine its use. All dishes have one thing in common: with
time, every one of them becomes dirty and needs to be cleaned
for its beauty and luster to shine once more.

The Bible also makes a comparison between a person and a
vessel. The Lord points out to Ananias that Saul (later known as
the apostle Paul) is God’s chosen vessel (Acts 9:15). In this com-
parison the vessel represents the inner per son, or the heart.

A person’s lifestyle corresponds directly to the state of that
person’s heart. It affects his or her thoughts, perceptions and

=" Continues on page 20

€dény Cajnik.

Médéné nadoby se v domacnostech pouZzivaly od pra-

davna. Médéné nadobi patii mezi oblibené vybaveni
kuchyng. Je to diky specifickym vlastnostem tohoto kovu. Méd’ ma
vysokou tepelnou vodivost, ktera zptisobuje vysokou vyhievnost.
Kazdy kov potiebuje obcas vycistit a prelestit, aby neztratil své vlast-
nosti a vyuziti. Ci§téni médéného ¢ajniku vyvolalo proud myslenek
souvisejicich s nadobami.

Nadoby jsou vyrabény z riiznych materiali—od dfeva, hliny,
Zeleza a usSlechtilé kovy az ke sklu a porcelanu. Kazdy material se
vyznacuje zvlastnimi vlastnostmi, které také urcuji jeho pouZiti.
Jedno vsak maji vSechny nadoby spoleéné. Casem dojde k zneéis-
téni nadoby a je potreba ji vycistit. Potom opé€t vynikne jeji krasa a
lesk.

V Bibli se setkavame s pfirovnanim nadoby k ¢lovéku. Ananias
byl Panem upozornén na to, Ze Saul (pozdéji apostol Pavel) je Bozi
vyvolena nadoba (Skutkové 9;15). V tomto prirovnani je nadobou

mysleno nitro ¢lovéka.
1" Pokradovani na strané 11

OOOpppsss!!

: On the cover of last issue of Glorious Hope was
D omitted caption, describing the picture. It should read:
Members at the meeting of the General Board at

Christ Community Church, Campbell, Ohio on October

25, 2008.
We are very sorry. Editors.

Front Cover: Centennial Logo - G. Sommer, V. Malek
Back Cover: Photo - Eva Rehakova
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ALDERSON
BROADDUS
COFFLTE G E

President’s Office  Alderson-Broaddus College
Philippi, West Virginia 26416

(304) 457-1700 ® Fax (304) 457-6239

tis with a deep sense of honor and blessing that | welcome members and friends of the
I Czechoslovak Baptist Convention to their Centennial Celebration on the campus of Alder-
son-Broaddus College in Philippi, WV.
What a wonderful ministry and history we have in this beautiful partnership between the
Convention and the College! For 20 years, the Convention has brought its annual meeting to
a place of peace and spiritual hope on our campus. | am grateful for every convention partici-
pant who has walked through our buildings and strolled across our grounds. The spirit of this
wonderful association remains with us.

As we feature a notable “covered bridge” in Philippi, West Virginia, there is a special “bridge”
which has connected the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention with Alderson-Broaddus College. It
is a partnership maintained by the diligence and faith of George and Marija Sommer, who have
been valued members of the A-B College family for 40 years.

What a joy for A-B College to welcome this important gathering on a West Virginia mountain!
Our campus community will be blessed by the presence and ministry of Convention leaders
and representatives of the Czech Baptist Union.

July 9-12, 2009, will be a special moment in the history of Alderson-Broaddus College, and a
unique opportunity to “roll out the red carpet” and welcome our friends, brothers, and sisters
of the Czechoslovak Baptist Convention. | believe that everyone will benefit from a rich oppor-
tunity of remembrance and spiritual renewal.

May God richly bless you as you prepare to receive the warm welcome of our College and the
vibrant fellowship of friends and family in an outstanding Centennial Celebration.
With glorious hope,

J. Michael Clyburn, President
Alderson-Broaddus College
Philippi, West Virginia
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The Beginning of Wisdom, rart>

Rev, Stan Mantle
Job 28:20,23-28

and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull,

the latest adventure of the globe-trotting
archeologist played by Harrison Ford. If it
is true to formula, however, it should go
something like this. News is received of an
archeological treasure of great worth and an
expedition is mounted to find and retrieve
it. Getting there requires someone with spe-
cial knowledge: a guide, a scholar, a priest;
someone steeped in the ancient practices and
forgotten rituals who knows the way to the

I haven’t seen yet the movie Indiana Jones

and thunderstorm may be seen.
Storm declarative rising,
Drops definitive falling,

Dark clouds streaming
Lightning flashing,

Thunder booming

Loosed to the path assigned.

Taken back to the infancy of the world,
granted a glimpse of the beginning of things,
we find at the commencement of the wind
and the water, at the introduction of the rain

hidden treasure and how to escape the deadly
dangers along the way. With the help of this
leader, after numerous plot twists, explo-
sions, secret chambers and heart-pounding escapes, the good
guys prevail and the bad guys are thwarted. The fate of the
treasure itself is somewhat variable. It may be gained, returned
to its proper custodians or lost once more in the mists of time.
Someone who has seen the movie I am sure will let me know if
I am even close.

In any case the significant point is that hidden treasure,
especially the priceless treasure of wisdom, requires a guide to
reveal to those who are searching for it where it may be found.
And interestingly, the book of Job mentions such a guide. God
understands the way to wisdom, we are told: and he alone knows
where it dwells. (Job 28:23b)

This only makes sense. How could we know the mind of
God, the way He has made things fit and work together, the
principles built not only into the fabric of the cosmos but into
the fine lacework of our souls, unless He chose to reveal these
to us? Could we invade the precincts of heaven and force God’s
secrets from Him? Hardly. And even if the Creator were to open
His heart and mind to us with fact and detail and explanation,
how would we even begin to understand? The limits of our com-
prehension are quickly apparent when we are confronted with
someone speaking a language we have never learned, and this is
with human languages. To crack the code of Divine speech is
for mere mortals beyond our reach.

But Divine willingness is there, Divine condescension desires
that wisdom should be apprehended by us and so God calls to
those who will to come with Him, follow Him back, back, far
back to the bubbling fountain of creation. The hidden path He
leads along goes past the workshop where the force of the wind
was engineered, where its effects from slightest breeze to sheer-
ing hurricane force were carefully designed with weather, bird
soaring, seed scattering and myriad other applications in view.
A bend in the trail takes us by the great flask where the waters
were measured to be poured out in specific quantity respectively,
upon river and lake and ocean. Nearby, the origin of the rain

and thunderstorm, something else:

“... then he looked at wisdom and appraised
it; be confirmed it and tested it,”
(Job 28:27)
the record in Job declares. This report that wisdom was present
at the Beginning is confirmed and beautifully expanded by a
portion of Proverbs 8, where Wisdom gives eloquent testimony
on its own behalf:

“The Lovd brought me forth as the first of his works, before his
deeds of old; I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning,
before the world began. When there werve no oceans, 1 was given
birth, when there were no springs abounding with water; before
the mountains weve settled in place, before the hills, I was given
birth, befove e made the earth or its fields ov any of the dust of
the wovid. 1 was therve when be set the heavens in place, when he
marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, when be established
the clouds above and fixed secuvely the fountains of the deep, when
he gave the sea its boundary so the waters would not overstep his
command, and when he marked out the foundations of the earth.
Then I was the cvaftsman at his side. 1 was filled with delight day
after day, rejoicing always in his presence, rejoicing in his whole
world and delighting in mankind.” (Proverbs 8:22-31)

Deeper than the deepest mine shaft or the depths of the sea,
our dark-cloaked guide has brought us to the edge of existence
to show us treasure - Wisdom. But it is not a shiny principle, a
glittering proposition or even a scintillating aggregate of knowl-
edge. Heart racing, palms sweating, breath gasping, we realize
that Wisdom is not a what but a Who, before Whom we are
standing.

To dig down through the bedrock, to dangle and sway in
dark narrow shafts, to crawl through underground tunnels after
the treasures of the earth, silver and gold and precious stones,
is something to challenge the bravery and courage of the most
stalwart of seekers of worldly wealth. But to mount an expedi-
tion and follow the course over steep mountain paths and along
meandering valleys until in the black recesses of an endless loom-
ing cave at last your eyes regard your goal Wisdom, and Wisdom
with burning, glowing eyes regards you back—this is frightening,
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fearsome, aweful. The Scripture teaches:
“The fear of the Lovd is the beginning of wisdowm...”
(Prov. 9:10a)

It is no shame to be careful with what is mysterious, to respect
what is powerful, to be wary around what is dangerous, to hold
in awe and reverence what is glorious, unblemished, holy, sepa-
rate. In an age where the ancient fences are over-run and crowds
trample sacred vineyards, the fear of the Lord is sorely missing.
God is mysterious, powerful, dangerous, glorious, holy, and
separate. And fear, reverence, respect are the rightful beginning
responses of recognizing this.

This fear note clearly is the beginning and not the end of
wisdom. There is much more the Scriptures would teach us of
the One who was present at Creation, who in the beginning
was with God and was God, and through whom everything was
made that has been made. They would introduce us to a Person
and lead us into a relationship which embodies all the benefits
of wisdom - good choices, right decisions, successful living,
rich fulfilment, lasting peace, eternal life. But the starting place
and entry point is still the appropriate attitude of respect and
reverence encompassed by the time-honoured phrase the fear
of the Lord.

When Heather and I were young parents in Toronto, I had a
desire to move out of the city and buy some land in the country,
but whenever I suggested it, Heather would raise all sort of
objections—there would be a long commute to work, it was too
expensive, it wasn’t practical. About that time I had a sense that
something was coming. I was serving on the Deacon’s Board
at our church and I thought that this sense might be related
to an evangelistic training event we were planning with a guest
speaker: the principal of Acadia Divinity College in Wolfville,
Nova Scotia, Dr. Andrew McCrae, coming to lead it. Well the
event came and went, and it was a blessing. Shortly afterwards,
a thought popped into my mind about going to seminary in
Woltville, Nova Scotia. It was not a thought I wanted to nour-
ish, and so I quickly dismissed it. After all I enjoyed my job as a
programmer /analyst for the Bank of Nova Scotia, while Heather
was a busy mom as well as the supervisor of the daycare centre
at our church. She had worked to support us when we were first
married while I finished my last couple of years of university and
was now quite happy to have my income as well as hers to sup-
port the family. So the idea of moving to the other side of the
country and going back to life as a student, this time with two
young children in tow - actually it would turn out to be three
children but this was a surprise the Lord hadn’t revealed to us
yet—this crazy idea of going to seminary was not something I
was interested in nourishing. So I quickly dismissed it. Somehow
or other, however, Heather sensed that something was on my
mind, and so she asked me, as wives do sometimes: “What are
you thinking about?”

I didn’t want to talk about it and so I put her oftf. That eve-
ning she asked again and so, feeling rather foolish, I told her,
“I had this thought about going to study at Acadia.”

As far as I was concerned, this was her cue to jump in with
all her objections about economics, and distance and practical-
ity, as she had done with my more modest proposal of moving
30 miles out of the city to buy a house in the country with a

little land. But she didn’t do this. Instead she simply responded:
“Oh, I have thought about that too.”

And then I was afraid, really afraid, because if Heather was
thinking about this too, and was open to this crazy idea with
all the risks and uncertainties it involved, open in a way she had
never been to a comparatively simple move to the country, then
that must mean... that must mean God was involved. And if
this was God’s idea, how do you dismiss it, how do you ignore
it, how do you slip out of His grasp? And so I was afraid. And
do you know something... twenty-five years later I can tell you
it was right to be afraid, for we were about to be caught up in
the plans of the living God, and that is an awesome thing. Did
He care for us? Yes. Did He provide for us? Yes. Did He go
before us and wonderfully find the way? Yes. Did He help us
and bless us beyond our imagining? Yes. But that doesn’t mean
the prospect of turning over the reins and letting the Creator
of the Universe drive for You shouldn’t fill You with fear. It
should. It had better, because “He makes the clouds his chariot
and vides on the wings of the wind. He makes winds his messengers
and flames of five his servants.” (Psalm 104:3b-4)

A ride with this Driver can raise the hair on the back of your
neck. A trip with Him behind the wheel can have you, eyes
popping and white-knuckled, hanging on for your life. When
You notice His glance, see Him kicking the tires of Your car or
motorcycle, it is good to be afraid. It means you have an idea
at least of Who He is, and what He can do.

In C.S. Lewis’ classic children’s tale, The Lion, The Witch
and the Wardrobe, four children find their way into the magical
land of Narnia, which is ruled over by the wicked white witch.
In the tale the rightful king of Narnia is Aslan, a great lion, for
whose return the loyal subjects of Narnia longingly wish. In
fact, a rumour is about that “Aslan’s on the move,” something
which excites the hearts of the loyal Narnians. Lucy, one of the
children, converses in this wise with a pair of beavers about
Aslan, who is a figure for Christ.

“Is—is he a man?” asked Lucy. “Aslan a man!” said Mr. Beaver
sternly. “Certainly not. I tell you he is the King of the wood
and the son of the Great Emperor-Beyond-the-Sea. Don’t you
know he is the King of Beasts? Aslan is a lion—the Lion, the
great Lion.” “Ooh, said Susan, “I thought he was a man. Is
he—quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion.”
“That you will, dearie, and no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver; “If
there’s anyone who can appear before Aslan without their knees
knocking, they’re either braver than most or else just silly.”

“Then he isn’t safe?” said

Lucy. “Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “Don’t you hear what Mrs.
Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t
safe. But he’s good...”

This is it, the place to start, the place to begin to build, the
first rare jewel in a deep, rich mine with many more:

“Truly, the fear of the Lovd, that is wisdom...” (Job 28:28)
Amen.

This message was presented on Thurday, July 10, 2008, during the 99"
Annual Convention in Philippi, West Virginia

a
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Connecting With the Unchurched
Through Sports Evangelism

Dr. Josef Solc

Introduction

ne of the greatest problems the church
O is facing in the 21* century is the lack of

interest among secular people to listen
to the gospel message. 95% of them do not visit
a church of their own volition. When Christians
try to visit them in their houses, they encounter
a cold reception. The loss of Christendom in the
Western world is undeniable. Unless we find new
ways to attract the secular people around us, we
will not fulfill the Great Commission that Christ
gave us.

I want to prove that Christianity can find a
way to open the door to secular people by joining
them in sports activities. This is an indirect approach that can
build a foundation for building relationships with non-Chris-
tians. Sports provide a universal language that is understood
all over the world. Such communication is available in spite of
cultural, social, political, religious, and linguistic barriers.

Unless we find new ways to attract
the secular people around us, we
will not fulfill the Great Commis-
sion that Christ gave us. Sports
provide a universal language that
is understood all over the world..

Sports can open the door to individual encounters that are so
important for Christians who desire to share their faith. These
encounters are limitless. Two skiers can meet on the chair lift
and will spend the rest of the day skiing together and enjoying
the day of healthy activity. A group of ice hockey players can
play for fun and after the game will go to relax over a meal in a
restaurant with an opportunity to discuss their scoring chances
and future plans. And who would challenge the fact that some
people play golf just to socialize with others in the beautiful
environment of a well-groomed golf course. These examples
could go on and on, but it will suffice to say that in a world that
is as impersonal as ours, sports bring individuals together.
Sports can also engage nearly all nations of the world in the
unified sports experience we call the Olympic Games. The world
stops for two weeks every other year when all sports- minded

people, about 95% of all people living in our
world, are interested in the results of worldwide
competition. They cheer the athletes from
their respective countries and are elated when
they win medals, or they are saddened when
they lose. Yet, in spite of the joy of victory and
the despair of defeat, the world gets together
over and over again to compete in sports. This
achievement is unparalleled in relationships
among people and nations.

There is a yearning in the hearts of Christians
to bring the world together through faith in
Jesus Christ, who is the Savior of the world
and who is capable of improving life here on
earth and who offers eternal life with him in heaven. But the
truth of the matter is that some nations will not even allow
Christians to present the Good News in their lands. This is also
true about secular individuals who reject or are not interested in
anything Christians do or say. This fact looms as an enormous
obstacle for the evangelization of the world. Our traditional
ways of doing evangelism have not been producing desired
results; therefore, we must discover ways that would open the
doors for renewed efforts to reach all nations.

One way to influence people around us is through sports.
Many people either play sports or love to watch them. Chris-
tians can join them in a non-threatening way and can establish
relationships with them. An invitation to attend a church service
may go unheeded, but an offer to play sports will be joyfully
accepted. Strangers will speak the same language. They can
engage in an activity that is good for their physical and emo-
tional wellness. Before long they are not strangers, but friends.

About 95% of all people living in
our world, are interested in the
results of worldwide competition.
Our traditional ways of doing
evangelism have not been produc-
ing desired results;

The sport they love will provide
a common ground that will facili-
tate opportunities that did not
even exist before
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The sport they love will provide a common ground that will
facilitate opportunities that did not even exist before.

As a pastor, I did my share of outreach in the community
around my church. I knocked on thousands of doors, but only
seldom felt welcome, as if I were an intruder who encroached
on people’s time they didn’t want to give. I was convinced
of the urgency to proclaim the gospel and at the same time I
questioned the way I went about it. Then our church moved
to a new location when we bought a Racquet Club with 12
tennis courts, a large swimming pool, a soccer field, and a
clubhouse. We invited the people of our community to enjoy
our facility. We organized tennis clinics and offered swimming
lessons. Non-Christians, who would never have thought of
rubbing shoulders with Christians before, participated gladly.
I remember especially one tennis player who loved to play
tennis but showed no interest in spiritual things. First, I just
played tennis with him, but later on he started asking questions
about things concerning God and heaven. I was able to answer
some questions he had, and then he was willing to hear more.
Eventually, I presented the gospel

Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in
the games goes into stvict training. They do it to get a crown that
will not last; but we do it to get a cvown that will last forever.
Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; 1 do not
fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it
my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not
be disqualified for the prize,” (1 Cor. 9:24-27). Paul probably
watched the Isthmus games in Corinth while he stayed there
and was sufficiently impressed with those athletes to make
comparisons between their effort and that of Christians. He
realized that in order to reach the masses of the first century,
he could not overlook the appeal of sports. He familiarized
himself with sports and contextualized his approach so that he
would reach all men.

Early Christian leaders did not follow Paul’s example. They
did not catch up with the masses as is evident in Chrysostom’s
statement, “If you ask Christians who is Amos or Obadiah,
how many apostles there were or prophets, they stand mute;
but if you ask them about the horses or drivers they answer
with more solemnity than rhetors

to him and he became a Christian.
I baptized him and taught him in
a Sunday school class while we
continued playing tennis as well.
A similar scenario happened with
others who came to swim or to
play tennis.

Christianity and Sports

Sport and religion have existed
together from ancient times. The
Egyptians worshiped the goddess
Sehet as the goddess of sport. The
Greeks held the ancient Olympic
Games for the first time in 776
BC, on Olympia, known for its
magnificent temple to Zeus. They honored Zeus through
the Olympic Games every four years. These games were so
important that the Greeks counted their time in Olympiads
rather than by years. Olympia became the very center of the
religious, sporting, and cultural events in Ancient Greece. Those
who participated in the Olympic Games did so as unto their
gods. The religious element could not be denied. Since these
events became a celebration of pagan religiosity, the emperor
Theodosius ordered the end of the Olympic Games in 393 AD.
He considered the games to be in competition with Christianity.
He would not tolerate other activities that would challenge
the supreme position of the official Christian religion of the
Roman Empire. Here was the very first conflict between sports
and Christianity. Theodosius’ defense of Christianity was alien
to the approach the apostle Paul would have taken. Paul had
no problem comparing athletes to Christians since both were
examples of striving to win a race. He wrote, “Do you not know
that in a vace all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?

Here was the very first conflict
between sports and Christianity.
The Puritans objected to play-
ing sports on Sundays in spite
of the permission spelled out in
The Book of Sports in 1617, which
allowed games to be played after
worship services
Some Christians seized this oppor-
tunity to reconsider the relation-
ship between Christianity and
sports.

[orators].”! No matter how much
the Christian leaders disliked
sports, they did not prevent
Christians from being enchanted
by them. And when the idolatrous
elements of sports were removed,
the tide could not be stopped.
When Christianity became the
empire’s religion, Christians
participated in their culture and
embraced sports, but they did not
forget to be constantly critical of
possible abuses connected with
sports. Their involvement was not
overwhelming because of the lack
of leisure time. People in general
did not have much time left after working each day to provide for
the basic necessities of life. The military provided more leisure
for soldiers in times of peace to engage in sports like fencing
and archery. These sports became part of festivities enjoyed by
many spectators.

Moving on to the Reformation period, some reduction of
the Roman Catholic influence opened the door to secularization
and more activity in sports. The Puritans objected to playing
sports on Sundays in spite of the permission spelled out in The
Book of Sports in 1617, which allowed games to be played
after worship services. This decision only increased the friction
between sports and Christianity. Sports then flourished on their
own, offering a new variety of sports such as boxing, soccer,
and cricket. But it was not until the Industrial Revolution that
sports grew in numbers and that spectators were willing and
able to pay to watch their favorite teams.

The church tried to regain its position in the progressively

1 Gregory Baum and John Coleman, Concilium: Religion in the Eight-
ies: Sport (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1989), 93.

I Continues on page 11
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News from the Mission Field

pravy z misie

Mark & Gretchen Potma
Church Planting
through Evangelism
February 2009

T Zakoufilova 57
149 00 Praha 4 - Chodov
Czech Republic
® 011-420-267-915-485
. potma@email.com
J www.teamczech.org

N s

What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses
entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
— 2 Timothy 2:2

What you have heard from me...

[ been almost 13 vears since we began our ministry of
church planting through evangelism in the Czech
Bepublic. From the start, we have aken a three-pronged
approach: evangelism, discipleship, and leadership
training. Ar various sages of church plantng, the focus
has been more on one of these three prongs, but our goal
is o keep these three areas of ministry in balance as we
work wogether with  Crech  believers  wo establish
reproducing churches,

As many of you have been praying for the four “P"s of
the CB Skalka church plant (people, place, provision,
pastor), vou have seen God answer these prayers in many
amazing wavs. Mow as we focus on the 40 “P”, pastor,
we see that this praver is also being answered, perhaps in
ways thar we would not have expected.

«in the presence of many witnesses...

“How can I most capably and effectively train young
Czech leaders in church planting and pastoral
ministry?? has been the queston thar Mark has been
mulling over for the past few yvears. Many of the young
pastoral interns and mission workers are now 20 vears
vounger than us (no, we're not getting any vounger?).
Pastors have the responsibility and aurhority o mke on
pastoral interns, so what better way to train and mentor
pastoral interns than o acmally become a Ceech pastor?

So in Seprember, Mark was aceepted as a pastoral intern
of the Church of the Brethren (CB) with the direcr
spiritual oversipht of the CB Skalka church plant. This
was not the answer o the 40 “P” thar we had expected!
In fact, our goal has never been that Mark would become
the pastor of a Czech church, and ir still isn’t, Bur going
through the ordinatdon process has given Mark an insight

int the way that pastors are mrained within Cirkev

brareskd (Church of the Brethren), which ar 6500
members 15 the  largest and  strongest evangelical
denominanon in the Czech Republie, More importantly,
after becoming a pastor, Mark will be able to officially
train and mentor Czech pastoral interns and future
church planters.

Pastoral internship training sessions

Dec 1-3, 2008 Preaching and teaching

Feb 9-11, 2009  Leadership and administration
Mar 9-11, 2009 Pastoral care and counseling
Apr 20-22, 2009 Evangelism and missions

The denominanonal leaders heading up the rraining
commented on how they have never had such a mamre
and expericnced group of pastoral interns. At our first
meeting  in December we had an  opportunity 1o

2008-09 pastaral interns ar our December training

introduce ourselves in derail, and it was encouraging to
see how the Lord had called these men from vanous
professions and from other spheres of ministry 1o pursue
full-rime pastoral ministry,

The 3-day waining sessions are conducred ar a conference
center 350 km from Prague, so it is an extra responsibility
for Grerchen at home with rhe children during those
three-day  strerches.  In addioon, there are  pastoral
conferences o attend in January, May, Seprember, and
November, plus church-planter training during the year.

«entrust to faithful men...

The baron of leadership is heing passed on o the nexr
generation in all three minisory innnaoves where we have
been serving with TEAM over the past 13 years:

CB Skalka: Perr Sedy — part-time outreach worker
CB South City: Marck Markov — full-ime yourh worker
CB Seberov: Mard Hajek — Full-time associate pastor

Allow us o inroduce
these three young men
e you:

Petr and Mirka arc
engaged o be married
in Auguse, Mirka s
moving to Prague and
they plan o look for an

Petr Sedy with Mirka
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apartment in the area around Skalka, Both of them have
a few vears of schooling ahead of them—Petr in theology
and religious eduanon and Mirka in social work., They
hoch have a burden for the salvanon of their families and
are eager to dialogue with unbelievers. Petr has raken on
English and Bible classes and co-leadership of the young
adults group at CB Skalka, with his responsibilities
expected o expand in the fall as our co-worker, Par, goes
on home  ministry assignment,

Marck and Véra have
been marmed 2% vears.
They spent the first year of
their marriage in Ireland,
depending on God  and
their musical gifts o ger
by. They lead worship
together and Marck is a
gifted Bible study leader.
Marck is currently raking
on the leadership of the

Marek and Véra Markoy Youth group at South Ciry
Church as well as gaining
experence in preaching and leading worship, He hopes
ro become a pastoral intern under Roberr Filip starting in
Seprembier.
Mardj Hijek was installed as the associawe paswor ar CB
Seberov in Ocrober, We remember when Mardj was
invited 1o the Seberov church as an unbeliever by a

43 |

Maréy Hijek (2% from left) ordained for nu’n:'s.r::v

schoolmate nine years ago, back when the church was
stll meenng in a school gyvm. He became a believer
shortly after and immediarely began serving vouth in the
church and the community, He is married o Eva,

.-.who will be able to teach others also.

Meanwhile, the ministry of evangelism, discipleship and
leadership rraining is conrinuing ar CB Skalka. We are
in the middle of our second Marriage Course outreach,
with six couples participaring, The young adults® small
group is working its way through the book of Romans,
and the Seniors” Club is studying the Lord’s Prayer. The
fall Alpha Course finished up with 2 Christmas banguet
with 25 people in attendance, and Perr Sedy will head up
the next Alpha Course, which begins in March,

U sA: TE &AM
P.O. BOX &9

WHEATOMN, IL SGD1E7T-0948F
1-B00-243-3 144
T A b (T I A WY

Our next generation

Luke, MNoemi, Ben and -
Elise are doing well in :
school and are enjoving
plenty of extracurricular
activities, including
plaving a jazz improv
with the piano wacher
and atrending Swan Lake
baller at Christmas,

Prayer Points:

1. Pray for healthy marriages for each of these
three couples, Perr & Mirka, Marek & Véra,
Maréj & Eva. Pray that God would continue o
confirm their call to pastoral ministry at their
varied stages of service.

Pray for Mark as he fulfills the requirements

involved in being a pastoral intern, which will

culminate with submitting a 50-page paper

written in Crech by the end of 2009,

3. Pray for us as the 2 Timothy 2:2 process goes on
in our family as well in the church.

4. Pray for oppormunities to share the gospel
through ongoing ourreach actvities—FEnglish
and Bible classes, the Marrage Course and
clubs—and for the Sunday Services each 2™
and 4™ Sunday of the month,

ba

Listening, entrusting, and teacling,

WM\&%W

Tax-deductible gifts can be sent by mail, by phone, or on-line, designated for Potma ministry, acct 8117218,

CAMNADA: TEAM OF CAMADA
2635 AZMD BET. BW
CaLGARY, &0 TAE 2RO
1-B00-295-4160
" TEAMIUTEAMCAMNADA. DR

WWW. TEAMCAMNADA.ORG

Being and Building the Body of Christ - Wherever the Most People Have the Greatest Need
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News from the Mission Field

Zpravy 2 misie

Ruby Mikulencak
December 2008

ix degrees F., a
cold north wind
and Dec 2™ have

me thinking about a return to warmer
weather. It is hard to believe that I only
have a month left before I return to Ghana.
I have had a great home assignment, which
might explain my reluctance to return to
Ghana but oh... the weather - how it can change your mind in
a hurry!!

Last week was Thanksgiving, which always makes us think of
how thankful we should be for God’s bountiful blessings. First
of all God has been so gracious in giving good health and safety
in travel these past eight months. I am also grateful for a vehicle
that runs well and takes me safely on long journeys. I am thankful
for the chance to reconnect with my dad. I also am thankful for
many of you who have hosted me and made my time with you
so enjoyable. Your interest in and concern about God’s work in
Ghana always makes the sharing so special. So many of you have
graciously listened and responded with concern, and have given
to projects and promised to pray for the work in Ghana. Lastly I
am thankful for my family! Both my primary and extended family
have made my time something I will not forget for a long time.
God has blessed us with such a wonderful Christian heritage.
My Aunt Mary at 86 years of age put on such a wonderful meal
for my birthday. I was so impressed by her labor of love.

You too have impressed me by your faithfulness in giving
and praying these past 35 years. Through the years the Lord has
always provided for the support I needed, but this time I am
short $150 a month. Join me in prayer that this amount will be
met so that I can return to Ghana on January 2™, 2009. There
is a response card at the end of this letter should the Lord lay it
on your heart to help meet this need.

My last thank-you goes to all of you who have faithfully given
so that I can serve the Lord in Ghana. It is my prayer that in this
holiday season you will experience the joy and gladness that the
shepherds did many years ago when the angels told them about
a Savior who was born in Bethlehem.

Warmest Christmas greetings to you,

Ruby Mikulencak

MOVING ?

Please write to:
Glorious Hope ‘l’
Rt.4, Box 58D
Philippi, WV 26416 USA
or send email to : george.sommer@ab.edu
Include your mailing label from a recent
issue of Glorious Hope for faster service.

00 % (.

Remember

ur fter a journey of almost 24 hours
IVl ISS | on a ¥ | es traveling by vehicle and air, 1 stepped

Ruby Mikulencak March 2009

ut into the hot, humid air of Accra. I
finally felt warm again! How wonderful to see
green and not white! The first time I left my
house I looked for my coat, and then remem-
bered I didn’t need one. Ahhh...it was good
to be back in Ghana. I did struggle with the
time adjustment, and found it took me longer
to work my way back into the routine of life.

Is this an age factor?

Two days after I arrived, I witnessed the
: swearing in of the new president of Ghana! It
=—1| is hard to imagine that there was no strife or
bloodshed when only 40,000 votes separated
him from the loser. It is almost unheard of in
Africa to Ahave such a close contest without violence! Asa TV
commentator said, “Ghana is now the pace-setter for the rest
of Africa in showing that a pure multiparty democracy is pos-
sible in Africa.” The other really cool thing is that the Speaker
of Parliament is a woman, the first one in Ghana.

The Chief Justice is also a woman, and this too is historic
for Ghana. It was wonderful to be here during this momentous,
unprecedented event!

Three weeks after I arrived 1 had the privilege of attending
three workshops on the subjects of theological education, church
planting and new initiatives in mission.
It was wonderful to interact with people
of many different nationalities to discuss
the task of mission in our world today.
The exciting part is that with Western
missions in decline, the rest of the world
has taken up the slack and is sending out
missionaries by the hundreds. It was thrilling to hear of goals that
nations like Nigeria have, to send 50,000 missionaries by 2015.
The excitement and passion for missions is contagious. What an
exciting time to be involved in God’s program for accomplishing
the Great Commission.

With your participation in the ministry here through prayer
and finances, you too are involved in this exciting adventure of
God’s plan of reaching the world with the Good News. I am
grateful for your faithfulness. I trust and pray that the Lord
will give you a sense of excitement at being part of what He is
accomplishing!!

Jesus said to go and make disciples of all nations. Those who
have gone before us have planted the seed that has grown into a
Church that is expanding and becoming more mission-minded.
Their faithfulness to the task is a reminder and challenge I have
taken personally, and I pray that you will join me in being faithful
to this important task as well.

Serving together,

Ruby Mikulencak

Email: ruby. mikulencak@sim.ony
Field address: PO Box 9962 KIA, Accra Ghana;
Home: SIM USA PO Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900

a
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Youth Scene... Continues from page 7

secularized world. The revivals of the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries, both in England and America, propelled
the church onto the stage of a cultural environment that
included sports. Some Christians seized this opportunity to
reconsider the relationship between Christianity and sports.
They introduced sports into Christian schools as part of a
permanent curriculum and promoted sports as preparation
for life. They believed that sports would enhance discipline,
teamwork, courage, and determination. The positive outcome
of this approach resulted in graduates who lived the Christian
principles at home and on the foreign mission field. They
showed Christian per-
severance and skills that
made a difference in the
world.

The next period of sig-
nificant progress in sports
relating to Christianity
was “muscular Christian-
ity.” The term appeared
first in a review of Charles
Kingsley’s book Two Years
Ago in the February 21,
1857, issue of Saturday
Review. Thomas Hughes,
a personal friend of Kingsley, developed the concept of
“muscular Christianity.” He compared muscular Christians in
1860 with “musclemen” in his book Tom Brown at Oxford.
He wrote, “The only point in common between the two
being, that both hold it to be a good thing to have strong
and well-exercised bodies.... Here all likeness ends... The least
of the muscular Christians has hold of the old chivalrous and
Christian belief, that a man’s body is given to be trained and
brought into subjection, and then used for the protection of
the weak, the advancement of all righteous causes, and the
subduing of the earth which God has given to the children of
men.”? Kingsley and Hughes provided an impetus for other
scholars such as Gerald Redmont, Peter McIntosh, Andrew
Miracle, Roger Rees, and Michael Oriard, to pursue the
theme of muscular Christianity. Their definitions varied but
the four main characteristics could be summed up as “manli-
ness, health, morality, and patriotism.”?® This core ideology
was not always interpreted unanimously. It meant different
things to different evangelical Christians like Amos Alfonso
Stagg, Dwight L. Moody, Charles T. Studd, and Luther
Gulick. These small variations did not keep them, however,
from affecting significantly the relationship of sports and
Christianity within the larger context of society.

S HARE

Y O UR
FAITH

(To be continued)

2 Thomas Hughes, Tom Brown at Oxford ( London: Macmillan,
1861), 83.

3 Tony Ladd and James A. Mathisen, Muscular Christianity. Evan-
gelical Protestants and the Development of American Sport ( Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1999), 16.

a

Editorial... Pokragovani ze strany 2

Zpusob zivota koresponduje s vnitinim stavem ¢lovéka. Ovliviiuje
jeho mysleni, vnimani i ¢innost. To vSechno potom zanechava své
stopy v nitru ¢lovéka. Proto je dileZité dbat o své vlastni nitro a rizné
nanosy odstranovat. Jediné tak vynikne krasa, ktera byla do kazdého
jedince vloZena Stvofitelem.

Uvaha na toto téma by se jisté mohla rozvinout na nékolik stran.
Mne vSak zaujaly jiné souvislosti s nadobami. Neni to jen material, ze
které je vytvorena, nebo jeji krasa, ale také tvar a hlavné jeji vyuziti.
Ne kazda nadoba je pouZitelna a ne kazda se libi.

To zalezi na vkusu nebo nazoru.

Letos si konvence pfipomina sto let svého trvani. V pribéhu
téchto let proslo konvenci ohromné mnozstvi lidi. Kazdy z nich
néjakym zpusobem existenci konvence ovlivnil. Jsme svédky jejiho
soucasného sloZeni. Naskytuje se ndm obraz smésice nadob rtiznych
tvarl a funkci tvorici celek. Spociva v tom unikatnost tohoto télesa.
Smésice narodnosti a denominaci ubirajici se k jednomu cili. Spo-
leCenstvi lidi nasledujicich pfikladu Jezise Krista.

V nasledovani je potfeba dbat na Cistotu vlastniho nitra. Proto
Zalmista David prosil o ¢Cisté srdce(Zalm 51;12). Byl si védom toho,
jak velice snadno ¢lovék podlehne okolnim vliviim. Vnitini stav ovliv-
nuje vlastnosti ¢lovéka a urcuje jeho charakter. David tyto souvislosti
vnimal. Jen z Cistého srdce mohou vyzafovat paprsky Bozi lasky.

.Kdo se tedy od téchto véci ocistil, bude ndadobou ke cti, posvécenou
a velmi uzitecnou pro Pdna, pFipravenou pro kazdé dobré dilo.”

(2. Timoteova, 2; 21 NBK)
Séfredaktorka Natasa Laurincovd

4 Good News! )

In a generous gesture to the convention as we prepare
to celebrate our centennial on the campus of Alderson-
Broaddus College, the school has offered reduced housing
charge on campus as follows: $12.00 per person or bed
each night in Benedum Hall, or $15.00/person/bed each
night in Kincaid and Priestley Halls. Please take advantage
of this discount and COME!

We are thankful to Alderson-Broaddus College for the gift
of price reduction at this convention.

KCheck our NEW Convention Web pages)

WWW.CZSKBC.ORG
WWW.GLOROUSHOPE.INFO
WWW.CZSKBC100.INFO

\
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Bible Study

Part 2

ave you been thinking about
heaven since yesterday? Any
questions?

Until I began to read Alcorn’s book,
I did not understand, although it seems
to be plain in Scripture, that there is a
distinction between the eternal heaven and
the present heaven. If we do not separate
these two heavens, it makes it difficult
to understand the many scriptures that
describe heaven. We become discouraged
and don’t try to learn more about heaven.
They do not seem to fit together well until
you realize there is actually a temporary
heaven and a permanent forever heaven.

Today I hope some of the confusion
will be lifted as we talk about the present
heaven, the heaven where our loved ones
who have died in Christ are waiting for
Christ to return and for their spirits to
be united with their bodies. Let’s remind
ourselves of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
This scripture is our hope to be one day
with Christ forever. The physical part of
us sleeps but the spiritual part relocates to
a conscious state in heaven. (Dan 12:2-3
and 2 Cor. 5:8)

When Christians die, we enter into what
is referred to in theology as the interme-
diate, or temporary, state of heaven. It
is temporary because it is not our final
destination. It is temporary because we are
waiting for Christ’s return and the reunit-
ing of our bodies with our spirits.

Maybe you are thinking, what are you
talking about Ruby? I don’t remember
anything in the Scriptures that says there
is a temporary heaven. Remember Revela-
tion 21:1-3 says there is going to be a new
heaven and a new earth and that will be the
permanent residence of our eternal home.
Let’s read it:

And I saw a new heaven and a new
earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away; and theve was no
move sea. And I Johmn saw the holy city, New

Bible Study on Heaven

Ruby Mikulencak

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepaved as a bride adovned for her
husband. And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God
s with men, and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them, and be their God.

These verses seem to indicate strongly
that there will be a new heaven. So the
place where our loved ones who have
died are must be temporary. This present
heaven is a place where our loved ones are
in God’s presence but is not where they
will live forever.

Last week when I went to visit my dad,
I could tell he was very discouraged. I tried
to cheer him up but was not very success-
ful. Then he said, “I want to see my wife.”
When I heard those words, I cried inside
but started to quote Scripture to him. He
joined in and then we sang some songs.
After that he said to me, “I wonder where
Helen is in all this?” It is a question we all
ask. What do our loved ones who have died
in the Lord know and do while waiting for
their resurrected bodies?

Are our loved ones who have died and
gone to this temporary heaven conscious
of what is happening to them? Listen to 1
John 3:2: “Beloved, now are we childven of
God, and it never yet was manifested what
we shall be; but if it should be manifested,
we know that we shall be like him: for we

—

The kingdom of heaven

is like a treasure hidden.
Matthew 13:44

shall see him as be 1s.”

This verse shows us that there is a
conscious existence in the presence of
Christ. The moment a Christian’s spirit is
released from the body, it enters into the
presence of our Blessed Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. This information, along with
the phrase that we shall be like Him, like
Christ, because we shall see Him as He is,
can only mean we will know Jesus. The
sight of our Lord will be enjoyed by the
Christian’s spirit on its release from the
body. Best of all, we will be perfect just
like Him. In order to see and know Jesus,
one needs to be conscious. Do you have
trouble believing this? Are you doubtful?
Believe it, my brothers and sisters!

I find comfort in the fact that God
understands us far better than we do our-
selves. Even with just a little faith, we need
never fear for the moment we depart from
our body. It puts an end to this imperfect,
struggling state of faith and doubt. The
spirit that leaves the well-known, familiar
tabernacle of the body is with the Lord.
All doubt, all misgiving, is at an end. The
bliss of the moment of death consists of
being in the presence of Christ.

Some of us were saying yesterday that
we want to go to heaven but the transport
to get there is an unknown. We want to
go there but it is a bit scary to think we
must die in order to do that. What that
will be like and how we will get there is a
concern.

My sister Rachel found comfort in Luke
16:22 when our mom died: The time came
when the beggar died and the angels car-
ried him to heaven. God sends his angels
to take believers to Paradise. Oh how
comforting to know that this journey we
will take on dying will not be taken alone!!
The angels will accompany us to heaven!
Do you think you will be alone when you
die and therefore you might lose your
way to heaven? Do not lose heart, for the
angels are sent to help us on this journey
of a lifetime!

In the words of Max Lucado, “Heaven
unplugged the grave’s power cord, and

12
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you and I have nothing to fear. Death is
disabled.”

Do you and I truly believe this? Is it
better to die and be with Jesus? Recently
a friend of mine said, “Well, it is better to
suffer the pain of arthritis and other ail-
ments than to die.” I am not so sure I agree
with him, but it does indicate an attitude
that we may have, that to die is not a good
thing. As I said yesterday, Christians are
sometimes fearful of dying, and yet this
verse says it will be far better to be with
Jesus.

I will say more about this later, but let’s
get back to those who have already died, as
to where they are. Wherever they are, they
will be rejoicing at being in Jesus’ presence
but also looking forward to their bodily
resurrection and permanent relocation to
the new earth.

We have already looked at one verse,
Luke 16:22. Now let’s take a deeper look,
in Luke 16:19-31. These next thoughts are
not my own but what I gleaned from Dr.
David Jeremiah. There are some amazing
truths here that have been such a balm to
my inquisitive mind. I don’t ask you to
believe all I may say. I only challenge you
to consider a different view of heaven than
perhaps you have had.

First of all, this passage is not a parable
but a story, because of the personal name
added to it. It is highly likely that this is a
story about people who Jesus knew person-
ally. And I think Jesus tells us this story
to help us understand more about heaven.
He wants to encourage us not to fear and
to look forward with anticipation to this
journey to heaven.

We know the story. Lazarus was poor
and hungry while the rich man was rich
and had scrumptious meals every day. Then
they both died. It is highly likely Lazarus
did not have a funeral and was not even
buried; his body was probably dumped
outside the city. In the meantime the
rich man had a lavish funeral with lengthy
culogies. This reminds me so much of
Ghana.

In Ghana, the more people that come
to your funeral, the more important you
are. Funerals are huge in Ghana. Some-
times more money is spent on the funeral
than on the medical care needed before the
loved one dies. But notice that no matter
how rich and lavish your life or how many
people come to your funeral, if you don’t

know Christ, none of those good things
follow you to heaven

Notice the contrast between the two
men, on earth and after they died. Lazarus’
real self was carried by the angels into
Abraham’s bosom. Notice that each man
knew the other, and there was recognition
and a remembrance of those left behind.
So people who have died are aware; there
is not “soul sleep,” as some have led us to
believe. Our loved ones who have died are
not disembodied spirits just waiting to be
reunited with their bodies. They recognize
people, they remember their loved ones
back home, and there is an eternal place
of bliss and of hell.

6&1 the heavens
rejoice, let the earth
be glad....

Faalm 00011

Lazarus was in Abraham’s bosom, but
what in the world is Abraham’s bosom? In
the Old Testament it was the place where
the soul and spirit of people went. To lie in
Abraham’s bosom, then, was a metaphor
used by the Jews to denote a condition
after death of perfect happiness and rest
at the banquet in Paradise. Jesus told this
story before he died and rose again, but
I wanted you to understand what he was
saying here.

What does Ephesians 4:8-10 mean? All
those Old Testament people in Abraham’s
bosom were taken to the third heaven that
we talked about yesterday (2 Cor 12:2-4).
It seems Jesus entered Paradise and took
the saints with him to heaven When Jesus
ascended, he also took Paradise captive and
took it to the third heaven.

I want to diverge a bit from Luke and
ask, what is Paradise, and is it an actual
physical place? Paradise was not generally
considered an allegory with a spiritual

meaning, but an actual physical place where
God and his people live together (Rev. 2:7,
Gen.2:9, and Rev.22:2).

The Greek word signifies a park, or
garden with trees. The Hebrew word gan,
garden, is used in a similar way, in the Song
of Solomon 4:13, where it is translated as
“orchard”; in Nehemiah 2:8, where it is
translated as “forest” (the Revised Version
margin “park”); and in Ecclesiastes 2:5,
where it is in the plural number (the King
James Version “orchards,” the Revised
Version (British and American) “parks”).

I began to understand something I
did not know until I started to prepare
for these studies. The garden of Eden was
not destroyed. What was destroyed was
mankind’s ability to live in Eden. There is
no indication that Eden was stripped of its
physicality and transformed into a spiritual
reality. It appears to have remained just as
it was, a physical paradise removed to a
realm we can’t gain access to, most likely
to the present heaven because we know for
certain that’s where the tree of life now is
(Rev. 2:7). And we all know that the tree
of life was in Adam and Eve’s garden.

The New Testament uses it for the place
where the souls of the blessed enjoy hap-
piness. Thus our Savior tells the penitent
thief on the cross, “Today shalt thou be
with me in Paradise,” that is, in the state
of the blessed (Luke 23:43). So in the
New Testament it denotes some place of
happiness and blessing in the heavens.

We should not be so surprised about
this because, remember, God came down
to talk to Adam and Eve when he could
have taken them up to heaven. His origi-
nal plan was that He would dwell with
His people on the earth in this beautiful
setting of the garden of Eden, but all that
was spoiled by sin. Still, Scripture seems to
indicate here that Jesus took Paradise, with
all the OIld Testament saints, to heaven
after he died and before he arose.

When I realized that Paradise, the gar-
den of Eden, was taken to heaven, what
comfort it brought to my heart. Mom
was sitting in a park in a beautiful forest
or orchard, enjoying her Savior. After real-
izing this, I took Dad to a park close to the
nursing home he stays at. As we sat by the
river, I shared these thoughts with Dad. I
said, “Mom is enjoying her heavenly park
just like we are enjoying this earthly park.”

(To be continued)
a
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Bible Study

Cast 2

olina tone smrti a nebeské brany
D I keby som isiel dolinou tone smrti,-

nebudem sa bat zlého, lebo Ty si so
mnou® Zalm 23:4a

Ale Stefan plny Ducha Sviitého vzhliadol
k nebesdm, videl slavu BozZiu a JeZisa stdt na
pravici BoZej, i riekol: Ajhla, vidim nebesd
otvorené a Syna cloveka stdt na pravici BoZej.”
Sk 7:55-56

V Krestanskych kruhoch sa ¢asto hovori
o nebi a to vzdy v superlativoch. Pavel to
opisuje slovami ,céo oko nevidelo a ucho
nepoculo, to pripravil Boh pre vernych, Jan
hovori o zlatych uliciach a Ezechiel opisuje
Novy Jeruzalem a chram, podobne aj kniha
Zjavenia Jana. Zvestujeme, Ze JeZiS pripravil
pre nas to najlepsie, ¢o si moZeme iba zamys-
liet. Ked takto hovorime, mame dojem Ze
vsetci krestania by chceli byt hned v tomto
momente preneseni do neba, ale to nie je
tak.

Preco sa mnohi pripravuju, ale nenahlia
do neba? Odpoved je jednoducha: Smrt!
Raz ked hovorili v nedel'nej skole o nebi,
jeden chlapec bol uprimny: ,,Ja nechcem ist
do neba, povedal, nechcem sa stat kostrou®.
Podobne jeden brat sa stazoval na svoju cho-
robu: ,,minulej noci som bol velmi nemocny,
skoro som odiSiel k Panovi, ale modlil som
sa a Pan sa zmiloval“. Nasmejeme sa, ale
suhlasime Ze je tak. Smrt je ten navacsi
nepriatel Cloveka a strach zo smirti je silnejsi
ako nebeska nadej. Verime, Ze smrt nie je
koniec Zivota, ale jeho sucast alebo brana,
ktorou vsetci prechadzaju do posmrtného
Zivota a nevracaju sa viac spat.

Vsetci [udia prechadzaju branou smrti iba
v jednom smere, a jediny Pan Jezi§ preSiel
touto branou tam, ale aj spat. Chcem tuto
biblicku hodinu venovat brane smrti ktorou
sa vchadza do vecnosti. Nasa autorita pre
skiimanie tejto témy je Sestdesiat Sest knih
Biblie bez apokryfnych knih (ktoré sa stali
zakladom viery v ocistec) a selektované
svedectva niektorych zomierajucich budu iba

Podla jeho zaslubenia,
oCakavame nové nebesa ...
2 Pet. 3:13

Rev. Jan Franka

ako priklady toho, ¢o bolo zapisané v Pisme,
bez toho, Zze samé o sebe nieco dokazuju.
Biblicka baza

V tuvode som uviedol dve biblické situacie:
Zalmista hovori o doline tone smrti a kniha
Skutky apostolov uvadza Stefanovo kame-
novanie. Obidve situacie svedcia, ze smrt je
bolest. Predtym ako Clovek zomrie, zvyCajne
prejde cez mnohé bolesti. Ked'Ze staroza-
konni sviti nevedeli mnoho o posmrtnom
Zivote, ktory Boh pripravil pre nich, o tol'ko
tazSie bolo pre nich zomieranie, ako pre
novozakonnych veriacich. Ked Stary Zakon
hovori o smrti, pouziva slovo ,zostupovanie
do jamy“, tu sa pouziva slovo ,udolie“, a
aby sa dokreslila hroza, Zalmista to opisal
slovom ,tmavé udolie“ (podla Rohacka)
alebo ,dolina tone smrti“ (podla Evanjelic-
kého prekladu).

Stefan nebol apostolom, ale Boh si ho
silne pouzil pre svedectvo v Jeruzaleme,
ako s presviedéanim Zidov, tak aj ¢inenim
vel'kych divov a zazrakov. V apologetickej
reCi pred starSimi Izraela vyzdvihol ich tvr-
dost vo¢i Duchu Sviatému, ¢o ich smrtel'ne
urazilo, az Skripali zubami. Falo$ne bol
obzalovany a podla BoZej prozretel'nosti
mal sa stat prvym martyrom. Nachadzal sa v
»~tmavom udoli“ a vidiac, Ze jedina pomoc je
od Hospodina, ,,p/ny Ducha Svitého vzhliadol

k nebesam a videl slavu BoZiu a JeZisa stat

(pripraveného prijat Stefana), na pravici
Bozej*. Stefan nebol nemocny, aby mal halu-

cinacie, ale pri plnom vedomi a fyzickymi
ocami Boh mu dovolil vidiet jeho nebesku
slavu a JeZisovu tvar. Potom, ked bol Stefan
zasypany kamenmi, aj ked to Pismo expli-
citne nehovori, mame dojem, Ze eSte stale
fyzicky komunikuje s JezZiSom, ktory sa mu
zjavil, lebo sa modli: ,Pane JeziSu, prijmi
mojho Ducha®, podobne: ,Pane, nepocitaj
im tento hriech“. Tesne pred smrtou, mnohi
svedcili, Zze Boh im otvoril duchovné o¢i
a mohli vidiet veci, ktoré ini ludia nemozu.
Tieto dve vety, ktoré povedal Stefan, hovoria
o nasom Bohu, ktory sprevadza veriaceho aj
cez dolinu tone smrti. Predtym ako spadol
na Stefana prvy kamedi, on uZ videl kam
odchadza.

Toto je oblast kde nebudeme Spekulovat,
ale pozrieme sa na nasledovnu cast Pisma
o Lazarovi, a potom aj iné Casti Pisma: ,,7en
chuddk umrel a anjeli zaniesli ho do lona Abra-
hdmovho. Umrel aj bohdc a pochovali ho* Luk
16:22. Spolo¢né pre tychto dvoch muZoch
je to, Ze obidvaja zomreli a nemali viacej
kontrolu nad situaciou. Prvy bol zaneseny
anjelmi a druhy pochovany. Tento pribeh
povedal Jezis, takze ma maximalnu auto-
ritu. Nemo6Zeme s istotou povedat, Ci JeZi§
hovori podobenstvo alebo skutoénu uda-
lost, no mame istotu v pravdivost principu.
Ked' zomieral Lazar, prisli pre neho anjeli,
ktori ho zaniesli do lona Abrahamovho.
Nevieme, Ci Lazar videl aj JeziSa, podobne
ako Stefan.

Ked sa Lazarovi otvorili duchovné
oC€i, videl duchovné bytosti ako ho una-
Saju. Neskor uvediem priklady niektorych
veriacich ¢o umierali, ako sved¢ili, Ze vidia
anjelov, ktori boli pripraveni ich odniest.
Apostol Juda vo versi 9 cituje apokryfnu
knihu MojZiSovo vystupenie: ,,KedZe ani
archanjel Michal, ked bojujiic s diablom hddal
sa o telo MojZisovo, neodvdzil sa vyniest nad
nim potupny std; povedal len: Nech ta Pdn
skdra“. Vedla celej polemiky o tom, ¢i je
List Judov in§pirovana novozmluvna kniha,
lebo cituje apokryfnu knihu, nas zaujima to,
ze okolo Mojzisa sa viedol duchovny boj.
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MojziSov duch bol uz uneseny; zostalo telo,
o ktorom sa piSe, ze ho Hospodin pochoval.
V momente, ked MojziSov duch opustal telo,
pritomny bol Bozi anjel Michael (alebo aj
ini anjeli) a sim diabol osobne. Aj ked nam
Pismo o tom nehovori, verim, Ze Mojzi$
pri svojom zomierani videl tieto duchovné
bytosti. Ked' JeZiS oslovil Natanaela, tento sa
zadivil ako ho JeZi§ pozna ked' sa eSte nestre-
tli. Jezi§ mu povedal: ,, Uvidis este viicsie veci
ako tieto. Potom mu riekol: Uvidite nebo otvo-
rené a anjelov BozZich vystupovat a zostupovat
na Syna ¢loveka® Ev. Jana 1:50-51. Podobné
vyjadrenie BoZej pritomnosti zazil aj patriar-
cha Jakob vo sne, ked cestoval k Labanovi:
LWAnjeli BoZi vystupovali a zostupovali“ 1Moj
28:12. Z uvedenych oddielov Pisma vidno,
ze Boh niekedy, aby uistil veriaceho, da
vidiet anjelské bytosti, osobitne, ked veriaci
prechadza cez ,dolinu tone smrti®.

Osobitny oddiel Pisma v tejto téme je List
Zidom 12:18-23:

~Nepristiipili ste zaiste k hmatatelnému
vrchu, ani k horiacemu ohnu, ani k oblaku,
ani ku tme, ani k burke, ani k hucaniu triiby
a hrmotu slov .... také strasné videnie bolo, Ze
Moyjzis povedal: Zlakol som sa a trasiem sa.
- Ale pristiipili ste k vrchu Sionu a k mestu
ziveho Boha, nebeskému Jeruzalemu a k desat-
tisicom anjelov, k slavnostnému zhromaZdeniu
a k zboru prvorodenych, ktori sii zapisani
v nebesiach.“ V minulej biblickej hodine
som hovoril o tom, Ze nebeské priestory
nemdzeme urcit vzdialenostou od nas, ale
inou dimenziou. BoZia transcendentnost
nam to potvrdzuje, lebo nakol'’ko Bozie Slovo
zdoraznuje jeho blizkost, natol'ko aj jeho
dalekost. Verime, Ze duchovné bytosti vidia
nas, ale my nevidime ich, nie pre dialku,
ale pre inu dimeziu. Iba ked Boh ¢lovekovi
otvori duchovné o¢i, schopny je vidiet ,,nevi-
ditelné”.

Stefan pozdvihol oé&i a videl Boziu
slavu, Jezis bol pred ucenikmi uneseny na
oblakoch, Novy Jeruzalem zostupi na zem,
anjelovi branilo perzské knieza dvadsat
jeden dni priniest odpoved na Danielove
modlitby, nie Zeby cestoval tak dlho, ale pre-
kazka bola vel'ka a mnohé podobné pripady.
Starozakonné vyjadrenie Bozej pritomnosti
bolo cez hmatatelné veci a novozmluvné
vyjadrenie je cez duchovnu spolupatri¢nost
s Kristom. V Kristovi sa spojilo vSetko, On
je uholny kamedi. V Nom sa spojilo pozem-
ské a ponebeské. Tak v Kristu sme spojeni
s anjelskymi bytostami a aj s obyvatel'mi

nebeskych priestorov. Neskor uvediem
niektoré zazitky veriacich, ktori ked zomie-
rali, videli svojich zosnulych pribuznych ako
ich vitaju vo vecnosti. Niektory vykladaci
Pisma opodstatiuju tieto zazitky ako prav-
divé prave s textom zo Zidom 12:18-23.

Mohli by sme uviest mozno este niektoré
Casti Pisma, ktoré by nam dali naznak toho,
¢o sa deje, ked Clovekova dusa opusta telo,
ale koniec koncov, musime priznat Ze Pismo
o tejto oblasti viacej ml¢i ako hovori a kazdé
radikalne vyhlasenie by bolo velmi nebez-
pecné. Hlavne, Pismo dava naznaky Ze ked
¢lovek zomiera, otvaraju sa mu duchovné
o€i a on je schopny vidief veci a osoby,
ktoré pocas svojho Zivota nevidel, lebo boli
duchovnej prirodzenosti.

Zazitky zomierajucich

Co sa deje v tom momente, ked &lovek
naposledy vydychne? Aké boli posledné
slova zomierajuceho, ked sa mu uz dobre
nerozumelo? Mnohi boli presvedCeni, Ze
im zomierajuci chcel nieCo povedat, ¢o
preziva, alebo vidi. My, ktori vyprevadzame
zomierajuceho, by sme sa radi pozreli za
oponu, cez ktort1 na§ mily zomierauci prave
prechadza, no Boh to tak neurcil. Jedno
mensie percento zomierajucich, eSte pokial
boli pri plnom vedomi, hovorili svojim bliz-
nym o tom, ¢o vidia.

Znovu opakujem, autorita tychto zazit-
kov nie je na urovni Pisma, ani zazitkami
nechceme potvrdzovat biblické pravdy, lebo
mozno pre niektoru biblicku pravdu by sa
nenasSiel priliehavy zazitok, o by potom
znamenalo ze Pismo nema pravdu, lebo to
nikto nezaZil. TakZe Pismo stoji na Bozskej
autorite a vypovede zomierajucich porov-
navame s tym, ¢o nachadzame v Pisme.
V oblasti zazitkov nachadzame opacny
problém ako s idajmi s Pisma. Kol'ko Pismo
mléi o tejto téme, tol'ko sme zaplaveni so
zazitkami zomierajucich. Najvacsi problém
je v tom, Ze sa zazitky roznia, niekedy az
opacne hovoria o podobnej situacii a tazko
sa posudzuju s Pismom, ktoré skoro mlci
o tom.

Jedna z najCastejSich knih, ktoré sa Citaju
pri tejto tematike, je ,Life after Life“ od
R.Moodyho. Moody bol sekularny vedec
a zozbieral zazitky ludi, ¢o prezili klinicku
smrf, a na zaklade tychto skusenosti prisiel
k zaveru, ze peklo neexistuje, lebo sa nikto
nestazoval na neprijemny zazitok, vsetci
hovorili iba o laske, prijati a porozumeni od
tzv. svetelnej bytosti. Mnohi mu svedgili,

Ze im tato svetelna bytost povedala, aby sa
vratili naspéat do Zivota a boli lepSie osoby,
no nikde sa nehovori o hriechu a pokani. Tu
su taktiez zaZzitky okultistov, ktori maju silu
opustit svoje telo a lietat priestranstvami.
Pismo nam vylucne zakazuje pytat sa na
nazor okultnej osoby, preto tento pramen
vobec nebudeme uvazovat. Dalsi pramen
zazitkov je od Tudi, ktori veria v reinkar-
naciu a tvrdia Ze presli cez Zivot a smrt uz
niekol'kokrat. Verime podla Pisma, Ze raz
Zijeme a raz zomrieme, preto tieto zazitky
tieZ odmietneme. Chcem uvest zazitky
niektorych veriacich Iudi, ktorych si krestan-
ska spolo¢nost ceni ako duchovné autority,
taktiez zazitky niektorych neveriacich, ktori
vynikli svojou bezboZnostou.

(Pokracovani pfisté)

a

s Condonmncad Gododiwenteosn

{_1909-2009 L.}

From Executive Secretary

««« Continues from page 22

Saturday July 11 — Passing the Traditions
of Eternal Life (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
Barry Moore

Sunday July 12—Proclaiming Christ (Co-
lossians 1:27-29) Denton Lotz

Monday July 13 — Picnic and obecenstvi
— fellowship at Blackwater Falls State Park,
West Virginia. Plan to stay one extra day and
enjoy the beauty of West Virginia.

So register early— your payment checks
will not be deposited until July 2009 (the
registration form is included) and do not
miss this opportunity to have a fellowship or,
as Henry Boubelik was saying, “obecenstvi”
with brothers and sisters in Christ.

More information and Registration
Form can be found and downloaded on
the convention web pages: www.czskbe.ory
www.czskbel00.info or www.glovioushope.
nfo

George Sommer
Executive Secretary
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Ruby Mikulencak
Part 1

many of you know, I have been a missionary for over 35 years,

and when I return from Africa on furlough I share here with
you. During those many years of sharing, people have come and
gone. Leadership has changed, but through it all as a concerned
group of women you have been faithfully involved in my ministry.
I am so grateful that I can personally thank you once again for
your partnership with the Bible Church of Africa (BCA) and SIM
in Ghana through my service there.

The words of Paul in Philippians 1:3—11 seem to express my
heart so perfectly that I thought it would be good to start with
reading this passage:

It is wonderful to be with you ladies and sisters once again! As

As missionaries from outside of Ghana, my co-workers and
I need now to partner with host Christians who are no longer
“the work,” but part of the work force themselves They are now
partners, co-workers, and not just “the work.”

Maybe you are thinking, “Well, if Africa is now evangelizing Eu-
rope and North America, why do you, Ruby, still need to be there?
If the Bible Church of Africa is now partners with you, can they
not carry on by themselves and you come home to America?

That is a good question, and one we asked ourselves as a field.
Just before I left we did a country review. It was like an audit, not
a financial audit but a ministry audit. We brought in people from
outside and inside Ghana to evaluate whether or not SIM still

had a job to do in Ghana. We discovered

1 give praise to my God at every memory -
of you, And in all my prayers for you all,
I always pray with joy, Because of your
help/partnership in giving the good news
from the first day till now; For I am cer-
tain of this very thing, that he who began
a good work in you will make it complete
till the day of Jesus Christ: So it is right
for me to take thought of you all, because
I have you in my heart; for in my chains,
and in my arguments before the judges in
support of the good news, making clear
that it is true, you all have your part with
me in grace. For God is my witness, how
my love goes out to you all in the loving
mercies of Christ Jesus. And my prayer

\ that there is still work there to do.

For example, Islam is on the move in
Africa. Despite the rapid growth of Chris-
tianity in Africa (60 percent of Ghana’s
population would say they are Christian),
in a few short years Christianity could be
in the minority, because of the fast growth
rate of Islam. Islam is following very closely
the pattern of the colonialist way back in
the 1800s and 1900s. They transplant their
culture, religion and education, and as they
do, more and more people are converting
to Islam.

This is so true in northern Ghana. Just
over 100 years ago the whole of northern
Ghana, which now covers the three regions

is that you may be increased more and ' new grass, in the north, was Moslem. In the early
more in knowledge and experience; So like abundant rain 1900s Christianity entered Ghana through
that you may give your approval to the best on tender plants. the north via the “white fathers.” From

things; that you may be true and without \

Deuteronomy 32:2

y there, Christianity spread to most of the

wrongdoing till the day of Christ; Being
full of the fruits of righteousness, which are
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

My heart is truly grateful for your partnership with me in the
gospel in Ghana. This participation all these years I have served
in Ghana makes us partners, and together we partner with God
in His world evangelization program of missions.

But like everything else in this world, things change; in fact, in
the last 30 to 50 years things have been changing so rapidly it is
hard to comprehend it all. For example, it used to be that Africa,
Asia, and Latin America were considered the mission field. This
is no longer true, because Europe and North America is also a
mission field. It is amazing to see many African pastors working in
mega-churches in Europe and North America. Christian Europe
and North America used to reach Africa, Latin America, and Asia.
Now it is Africans reaching out. Pastors and missionaries are now
coming from what were traditionally mission fields.

north, but now Islam is out to claim it all
back.

They have a definite strategy! They want to build a mosque
in every village. All you have to do is start building the mosque,
and Saudi Arabia provides the rest of the money for villages that
want to build a mosque. It doesn’t matter if there is only one
Moslem in the village. For, you see, buildings in Africa are not
just a structure but have greater significance than here, because
they indicate presence. So the presence of a mosque means Islam
is in this particular village.

They also give out money to help people farm by buying tractors
and providing seed and other farming necessities. In addition to
that they offer free education. People know that if they want to get
ahead in Ghana they will need education, but it is very expensive.
If someone offers to pay for it, naturally they will accept it. They
are given the money but also expected to listen to the religion.

I think to me the most serious plan they have is that they en-
courage their young men to marry young Christian girls as a means
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of making them Moslem. My Kasena family has a daughter who
grew up knowing the Bible and had a wonderful gift of composing
songs in Kasem. But she converted to Islam after the man offered
her so many things she never had and she could not resist the
material wealth he offered her. It was a huge blow to the church
and to me, but it is a good illustration of how serious Islam is to
make the north Moslem again.

What can we do to help people understand this strategy? This
is where SIM still has a job in Ghana, and where we have mounted
two new programs and continue with a project we have already
established.

The first new program is called The Way of Righteousness
(TWOR). I am really excited about this project. TWOR is a
book of 100 fifteen-minute radio programs that talk about how
a person can become
right with God. It is spe-

This STA program also meets another very strong challenge
for us as missionaries, and that is reaching the youth of Africa.
In Ghana 45 percent of the population are less than 15 years of
age. In 20 years they will be the future of the church and of the
nation. The challenge for us is, how can we disciple this group of
people?

I am sure you are aware that there is now a global youth
culture—they listen to the same music, watch the same movies
and through technology talk to each other via the internet using
Skype or Facebook. We are hoping that we can connect these
young people through this program that will bring glory to God
and strengthen the church worldwide.

We also offer scholarships to local young people so they can go
on and get theological training as well as vocational training. We
are looking to help young
people have jobs by giving

cial because it uses the [~
holy books of Islam and
uses a chronological ap-
proach to teaching the
Good News of the gos-
pel. The holy books of -
Islam include the first
five books of the Bible, _
the Psalms, Proverbs £ |
and Prophets as well as ’
the Gospels. It is a very
non-confrontational
approach to sharing
the gospel. We hope to
translate this book into
four languages and then
air it on radio. Of the
four language groups,
people in three of these
groups are strong Mos-
lems. The other lan-
guage group is the one
in which Christianity
first had an impact in
the north, back in the

Islam.

For example, Islam is on the move
in Africa. Despite the rapid growth
of Christianity in Africa (60 per-
cent of Ghana’s population would
say they are Christian), in a few
short years Christianity could be
in the minority, because of the ;
fast growth rate of Islam. Islam is %
following very closely the pattern L

of the colonialist way back in the
1800s and 1900s. They transplant
their culture, religion and educa-
tion, and as they do, more and
more people are converting to

7 training in running busi-
nesses. We want to help
the youth with establish-
ing a stronger economic
base so they can be in-
volved in missions and in
supporting the church.
For several years
now we have encouraged
congregations with finan-
cial help to build a church
building. The church peo-
ple provide for 40 percent
of the construction costs,
and the project raises the
other 60 percent. Be-
cause of poverty, even
with this help, congrega-
tions struggle to build a
strong building. Remem-
ber I said that a building
is not just a structure, but
it indicates a presence. A
church building indicates
Christians are present in

early 1900s. This is a

huge task, and we ask

you to join us in prayer for it to successfully reach many people
with the gospel.

The other new program is our Short Term Associates Missions
Program. We are trusting that this will encourage people to become
long-term workers by allowing them to come and check things
out for a few weeks or months, or for one to two years. We trust
that after this experience they will decide to commit to missions
long-term. We are asking young people to give one year of their
lives to help us in encouraging youth to understand and know
their faith so they will not be deceived by false religions. Please
join us in prayer for ten associates who could help do this strategic
work.

this village. We believe it
is an important strategy to
continue to help young churches erect their own buildings.

In addition to the above, there is also the fact that the Bible
Church of Africa struggles with organization and running their
church programs. This is where we from the West can help, because
one of our strengths is administration and organization. So you
see there is still work for us to do. It is just a bit different from the
way we used to do missions.

(To be continued)

This message was delivered during the 99" annual convention on

Saturday, July 12, 2008. [Editors]
]
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Stories Of Squirrel Suzy
A Cozy Home

Natasha Laurinc

its invisible brush. It reminded Susan of frozen nature.
She saw flowers, grass, ferns, trees and stars of all shapes
and sizes. As soon as she scratched one picture off, the frost
immediately drew another in its place. It was a peculiar white
beauty. The young squirrel closed her eyes and imagined how
she would colour the pictures she saw. Suddenly Susan noticed
some colours - it was as if the lightest touch of a brush swept
through, leaving behind dozens of shimmering sparkles. Susan
shifted and the colours disappeared. Actually, they didn’t disap-
pear, they simply appeared in another place. Susan’s nose tickled
so that she sneezed. It was the sun with its rays that was playing
with the colours!
Christmas was now long past, but
Grandma and Grandpa had not yet

r I Yhe frost painted beautiful pictures on the windows with

happened to him. He moved back in with his parents, and was
very grateful that he had a place to live. His mother commended
him for his courage. She knew that he had learned from this
experience.

Grandpa gave Susan a long, searching look. He asked her if
she knew what is most precious about a home. The young squir-
rel thought about it. There are many things that are special, but
the most special? She didn’t know. Grandpa let her think about
it some more. He told her that he would give her the answer
later that evening. With that, Grandpa lay down on the couch,
adjusted his glasses, and began reading a large, thick book. “Just
like Grandpa,” sighed Susan. He could just calmly sit there,
reading a book, while she could be agonizing over this question.

She was giving him a sulky look, when
suddenly an idea came to her. She

left. Winter was really holding on. A
ton of snow lay on the ground. Snow-
storms, one after another, blew over,
leaving broken trees and torn electrical
lines in their wake. Many homes were
without electricity. Grandma was a
little concerned about the safety of
their home, but Grandpa reassured
her that there was nothing to fear.
Both agreed that they hadn’t expe-
rienced such a long winter in many
years.

Susan was very glad that their
massive, spreading oak provided a safe
home. They didn’t need to be afraid
of any snowstorm. Of course Father

could ask her grandma! She would
definitely know the answer. Susan ran
into the kitchen where Grandma was
baking some donuts. What a delicious
scent! They were sure to be yummy in
the tummy! Susan loved donuts with
plum jam and whipped cream. She
also really liked the ones with cottage
cheese filling.

Grandma was just putting the
donuts in the oven. She wiped her
hands on her apron and sat down
because her feet were hurting. Susan
took the opportunity and asked
her. “Oh, that’s casy,” answered
Grandma, “It’s the warmth and cozi-

diligently closed all the windows so

that the wind couldn’t find even one

crack through which to get into the house. If it found a crack,
the wind would extinguish every ounce of heat.

That reminded Susan of Rudolph, the young squirrel that
Grandpa had recently spoken of. How was he doing? Was he
warm in his home? Was he safe? She went to ask her Grandpa.
He smiled and answered that although Rudolph had had a
fine-looking home, it wasn’t very safe, for he lived in a spruce
tree. The spruce does not belong among strong, resilient trees.
Rudolph had been living there for some time. He was feeling sad,
because he was still alone. He visited his mother and father, and
enjoyed playing chess with his little brother. He was embarrassed
to admit that he had behaved rashly. He shouldn’t have been in
such a hurry to leave home. He was, of course, determined not
to change his decision. Then one day, a huge storm blew in,
and Rudolph’s spruce tree could not bear the windy onslaught.
It broke. Fortunately, Rudolph was not home, and so nothing

ness of the house, of course.” The

warmth of the home? The coziness of
it? Susan hadn’t thought of that. Their home was always cozy,
and when it got a little cool, Mother heated up the fire.

Susan hurried to her grandpa. He had just finished a chapter
and was turning the page. She wanted to tell him the answer
right away. “It isn’t evening yet,” he protested. The little squir-
rel couldn’t wait. She proudly announced: “The most precious
thing is the cozy warmth of the home, especially when it is filled
with the yummy smell of donuts that Grandma has just taken
out of the oven!” Grandpa smiled. “Quite right, quite right, it
is the warmth and coziness of the home. When evening comes,
then, you will tell me on what this warmth depends.” He winked
meaningfully and plunged back into his reading. Grandpa knew
that this was a tough question for her. He also knew, however,
that it was very important to know the answer to this question.
Like anyone who had experienced much, Grandpa wanted his

" Continues on page 21
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Pribéhy veverky Zuzky

Teplo domova

Natasa Laurincova

raz maloval neviditelnym §té€tcem na okna prekrasné
M obrazy. Zuzce to pfipominalo zamrzlou prirodu. Vidéla
kvéty, travu, kapradi, stromy a hvézdy riznych tvart.
Sotva pacickou jeden obraz seSkrabala, uzZ mraz maloval dalsi.
Byla to zvlastni, bila krasa. Veveruska priviela o¢i a predstavovala
si, jak by tyto obrazy vybarvila. Najednou si v§imla barevnych,
tipytivych jiskficek. Jakoby jemny dotek St€tecku obraz poprasil.
Zuzka se pohnula a barvy zmizely. Nezmizely, objevily se na jiném
mist€. Veveku zaSimralo v cumacku az z toho kychla. To slune¢ni
paprsek si pohraval s barvami!
Bylo jiz davno po Vanocich. Babicka s dédou jesté neodjeli.
Zima byla opravdu tuha. Napadalo velmi

babicky. Ta to bude urcité€ védét. Pribéhla do kuchyné, kde babicka
pekla vdolky. To byla viin€! To bude pochoutka! Zuzka méla rada
vdolky s povidly a se Slehackou. Tvarohové ji také chutnaly.

Babicka pravé dala vdolky do trouby. Utfela si ruce do zastéry
a posadila se. Bolely ji nohy. Zuzka vyuzila prilezitosti a zeptala
se. ,To je jednoduché, teplo domova prece“, odpovédéla babicka.
Teplo domova? Ze ji to nenapadlo! Doma mame vzdycky teplo,
a kdyz se ochladi, maminka zatopi v kamnech.

Zuzka spéchala za dédou. Praveé docetl kapitolu a obracel list.
Chtéla mu honem fict odpoved. ,Jest€ neni vecer,“ protestoval
déda. Veveruska se nedala a hrd€ prohlasila: ,,Nejvzacnéjsi je

teplo domova, zvlasté, kdyZ voni babi¢éiny

mnoho snéhu. Snéhové boure se piehanély
jedna za druhou. Ponechavaly za sebou pola-
mané stromy a pretrhané elektrické vedeni.
Mnoho domacnosti bylo bez proudu.
Babicka méla trochu obavy, jestli je jejich
domecek v bezpeci. Dédecek ji ujistoval,
Ze neni potfeba se bat. Oba se shodovali, Ze
takovou zimu jiZ hodn€ dlouho nezazili.

Zuzka byla moc rada, Ze jejich mohutny,
kosaty dub jim poskytoval bezpecné obydli.
Nemuseli se vichfice bat. VSak také tatinek
peclivé pozaviral okenice, aby vitr nenasel
ani jednu skulinku do domecku. VSechno
teplo by jim vyfoukal, kdyby néjakou
nasel.

Tu si veverus§ka vzpoméla na Rudolfa,
o kterém nedavno vypravoval dédecek.

vdolky, které pravé vytahla z trouby!“ Déda
se rozesmal. ,Dobre, dobie, teplo domova.
Vecer mi tedy povi$, v ¢em spociva to teplo
domova,“ vyznamné zamrkal a pohrouZil se
zase do Cteni. VEdéEl, Ze to je pro ni t€zka
otazka. Védél vSak také, jak je velmi dtle-
zité znat odpovéd na tuto otazku. Tak, jako
kazdy, kdo mnoho proZil, ptal si, aby si déti
vazily vSeho, co maji, zvlasté domova.
Zuzka si lamala hlavu. Sluni¢ko svymi
paprsky vyhieje domecek v 1ét€, jinak se topi
v kamnech nebo v krbu. Pije se teply ¢aj,
okenice se zabedni a je teplo i v nejkrutéjsich
mrazech. V tom spociva teplo domova, Ze se
dobre udrzuje ohen. Tak, a uzZ ma odpovéd.
Radosti mrskla hunatym ocaskem a odhop-
kala za viini oblibenych vdolkd. VSak uz byla

Jak mu asi je? Ma v domecku teplo? A je-li

v bezpeéi? Sla se zeptat. Dédecek se usmal

a odpovédél, ze Rudolf mél sice pékny domecek, ale ne tak bez-
pecny. Bydlel ve smrku. Smrk nepatfi mezi silné€ a odolné stromy.
Néjakou dobu tam Rudolf bydlel. Bylo mu smutno, protoze byl
stale sam. Chodil navstévovat maminku a tatinka, rad si zahral
Sachy se svym mladSim bratrem. Styd€l se pfiznat, Ze se unahlil.
Nemél z domova tak spéchat. Byl vSak odhodlany své rozhodnuti
nezménit. Jednoho dne se prihnala velika boufe. Rudoulfiiv smrk
napor vétru nevydrZel a zlomil se. Nastésti Rudolf nebyl doma,
a tak nic se mu nestalo. Nastéhoval se zpatky k rodicim a byl
velice vdéény za to, Ze ma kde bydlet. Maminka ho pochvalila,
Ze je statecny. V€d¢€la, Ze se ze své zkusSenosti pou€il.

Déda se dlouze zadival na Zuzku. Zeptal se ji, jestlipak vi, co
je na domové nejvzacné€jsi. Veverka premyslela. Vzacného toho
je hodné, ale nejvzacnéjsi? Neveédéla. Dédecek ji tedy nechal pre-
myslet. Mize mu to povédét vecer, fekl. Lehl si na gauc, nasadil
si bryle a zacetl se do velké knihy. To je cely déda, povzdechla
si Zuzka. Klidné si ¢te a ona aby se trapila s vymyslenim odpo-
védi. Mrzuté ho pozorovala. Vtom ji napadlo, Ze se mlze zeptat

povidla se smetanou pfipravena.
Vecer, pii velikém hrnku kakaa a mise
vdolkt, povédéla dédovi svou odpoved.
Déda pokyval hlavou. Odpovéd davala smysl. Podival se na
babiCku a fekl: ,JeSté se zeptame babicky, zdalipak vi, v ¢em
spociva teplo domova,“ a zakousl se do koblizku.

Babicka se laskavé podivala na Zuzku: ,Mila dévenko, kromé
ohné, ktery rozehfiva nase zkfehlé udy, potiebujeme jesté jiné
teplo. Je to teplo naSeho srdi¢ka. Jenom tam, kde se maji opravdu
radi, teplo vzajemné lasky rozehfeje i zamrzlé srdce. Proto se cely
Zivot uime vzajemné snasenlivosti a ucty jeden k druhému. Tam,
kde je Bozilaska, tam je vzdycky teplo.“ Déda pokyval spokojené
hlavou a utfel si Slehacku, ktera mu uvizla ve vousech.

»Babicko, a jak se pozna Bozi laska?“ zeptala se tiSe Zuzka.
»Slovo Bozi nam fika: Boha nikdy nikdo nevidel, ale jestlize milu-

jeme jedni druhé, Bith v nds prebyva a jeho ldska je v nds... podle

toho, jak se mame radi, dévenko,“ odpovéde€la babicka a jeji oCi
byly plné n€hy.
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Czech, Moravian and Slovak Delicatessen
Pochoutky ceské, moravské a slovenské kuchyné

his time we will go to Slovakia. The national
dish of Slovakia is bryndzové halusky spatzle,
or potato spatzle with sheep cheese (or feta

cheese).

Pork, beef and poultry are the main meats consumed in
Slovakia. Among poultry, chicken is most common, although
duck, goose, and turkey are also well established. Lamb and
goat are also available, but for the most part are not very
popular.

Bryndzové halusky is a typical Slovak traditional dish.
The most popular version of this hearty meal consists of
halusky (boiled dumplings of potato dough, called spatzle)
and bryndza (a soft cheese, made from sheep’s milk), and
frequently sprinkled with fried bits of smoked pork fat/
bacon. Recipes vary from region to region.

Preparation time: 40 minutes
6 servings

Ingredients:

1 kg (about 2 Ib) of potatoes

2 eggs beaten

200 g (1 cup) of flour

pinch of salt

1/, tsp of baking powder (makes them fluffy)

a little water or milk to moisten

250 g of a soft cheese, made from sheep’s milk (bryndza—or feta
cheese)

smoked pork fat/ bacon

COQKBOOK

Shred peeled raw potatoes into a
bowl. Add all other ingredients except
the cheese and pork fat. Mix together
to form a thick paste. Traditionally, no
special instrument was used to form
halusky. Instead, dough was spread
in a thin layer on a wooden cutting
board and scraped off in even pieces
(using a knife), and then cast directly
into boiling water. It is possible to
form the spatzle as the batter is passed
through a special perforated “halusky”
strainer into boiling water forming
small irregularly-shaped pieces. Boil
for 6 minutes. Drain and run warm
water thru. Then mix halusky with the
bryndza and fried bits of bacon.

OuU
CHURCH

Suggestions:

¢ Add a handful of cooked potatoes cut into small pieces and
mix them with the halusky.

¢ Use cheese or farmer’s cheese or feta cheese (cottage cheese
will work too) if you don’t have bryndza.

¢ Instead of bryndza you can use cooked cabbage or sauerkraut
(it is called strapacky.)

¢ A good quality of bacon (smoked pork fat called “Spek”) gives
just the perfect taste.

And don’t forget: serve with a smile and lots of love (of course )

a

Editorial... Continues from page 2

actions. All these then leave their mark on the heart. That is why
it is imperative to pay careful attention to our own hearts, and get
rid of all the debris. That is the only way that the beauty that was
placed in every individual by the Creator can shine.

Reflections on this subject can branch out in many a direction.
The other possible connections and comparisons one can make
between person and vessel is what became of interest to me. It is
not just the material or beauty of a vessel that makes it attractive,
but its usefulness. Not every vessel can be used, and not every vessel
is attractive. It depends largely on personal taste or opinion.

This year, the Convention is celebrating its 100th year of exis-
tence. Countless numbers of people have attended this convention
during these past hundred years, and every one of them left their
own mark. We are witnesses of its resulting make-up, presented
in a medley of vessels of different shapes and functions, creating a
whole, unique body: a mix of nationalities and denominations head-
ing towards one goal: following the example of Jesus Christ.

In following, one must take care to maintain a clean
heart. That is why the psalmist David asked for a clean heart
(Psalm:51:10). He was aware of how easily one succumbs to
outward influence. The state of the inner self influences a
person’s personality traits, and determines his or her character.
David was aware of the connections between these things. The
rays of God’s wonderful love can penetrate only into the clean
heart.

“So whoever cleanses himself [from what is ignoble and
unclean, from contact with contaminating and corrupting
nfluences] will be a vessel set apart and useful for honorable
and noble purposes, consecvated and profitable to the Master, fit
and ready for any good work,” (2 Timothy 2:21 AMP)

Editor In-Chief Natasha Laurinc
Translated by Elizabeth ]. Fields

a
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Tribute to Marie Hynek... Continues from page 23

Wood, Massey Ferguson, and finally Oshawa Food Group. She
very much enjoyed her career, but decided to retire early to
spend time with her father, Karl, whose health was failing. He
was able to live independently at home until he passed away at
the wonderful age of 91.

Stan and Marie also loved to travel. As the children grew,
there were many camping trips through Ontario, including many
summers they enjoyed at Fair Havens Bible Camp with the large
Hynek extended family. In later years, Stan and Marie enjoyed
trips to many destinations, including the Czech Republic, Hong
Kong, and the United States, especially many trips to Hawaii.
These trips were made easy due to the fact that Linda worked
for United Airlines for many years. Marie and Stan were married
54 years and were very sociable. As Marie’s friends know, she
loved to take pictures, and as you could see by her many photo
albums, they were full of photos of their trips and many friends.
Just about every Sunday afternoon after church, Marie and Stan
opened up their home for dinner to family and especially to folks
that were alone; at one time they helped many new immigrants
trying to settle in Toronto.

Marie cared for Stan through his declining health until he
passed away in July of 2000. She very much missed her soul mate
and his passing took a great toll on her. She would quite often
say that the nights were the worst. She said that she would sit
and play through the whole hymn book on the organ, where
the Lord would be her source of comfort. A few years after
Stan’s passing, her motor skills and speech began to decline,
although she continued to persevere and had a very strong and
positive attitude towards life. She last attended church on her
80th birthday, where she was very happy to be honored with a
lovely tribute and then have a celebration with close friends and
family. Recently, she became quite frail and was unable to walk
and needed full assistance. However, she still loved to listen to

the old hymns and although she now could not communicate
verbally, we could see by the sparkle in her eye and a nod that
she was touched, and that she was blessed by the music.

Marie’s wish was to be able to remain in the comfort of her
own home as long as possible. She did so in the care of Linda,
Richard and wonderful healthcare personnel with whom she was
always happy to spend time until her brief time in hospital. Marie
was a real testimony, even in her last moments, as the hospital
staff remarked on how peaceful and strong her spirit was although
she was very weak and couldn’t speak. She passed away very
quietly and peacefully in the early hours of December 1, 2008.
The words of the scripture came to me as she even seemed to
have a glow about her, “They that wait upon the Lovd shall renew
their strength and mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary; they shall walk, and not fuint,” (Isaiah 40:31).
We could almost see her rising up, free of pain and perfect again
with the Lord. What a joy, blessing, and sense of reassurance for
us that we were able to be there as she had completed her long
journey and was safely home.

It is very hard to put a lifetime of memories into such a
small space, but we are very thankful to Marie and Stan for our
rich Christian heritage and upbringing, and sharing their many
words of wisdom that we will always treasure. Looking back in
retrospect, we can definitely see how God’s plan unfolded in
all of our lives to enable her to pass through this difficult time.
Christmas this year had our Mom and friend painfully missing,
but we can rejoice in knowing, on the other hand, that there
was a great celebration in glory with the Lord, our dad, and
Marie’s family and friends. She was able once again to sing her
praises to God, and they were all able to celebrate together her
first CHRISTMAS IN HEAVEN!!

Until we meet again,
Linda and Richard Hynes, childven
a

Children’s Corner... Continues from page 18

children to appreciate everything they had,

into a donut. Grandma looked kindly at Susan.

particularly a home.

Susan racked her brain. The sun warmed
up their home in the summer; otherwise the
woodstove or fireplace was used to heat the
house. Hot tea was sipped, the windows were
boarded up, and then it was warm even in the
cruelest, coldest weather. That was what the
warmth of the home depended on! That the fire
was tended and kept going. There, she had the
answer. Susan swished her bushy tail with glee
and hopped away in the direction of her favou-
rite donuts. The plum jam and whipped cream
were already out on the table, of course.

In the evening, while she sipped on a big
cup of hot chocolate and ate donuts, Susan told
her grandfather her answer. He nodded. Her
answer made sense. He glanced at Grandma and
said, “Let’s ask Grandma if she knows what the

“Whoever i,
one of these
little children
in my name

Mark 9:37

S
welcomes ™|

welcomes me...” ¢
4

“My dear child, besides the fire, which warms
up our numb limbs, we are in need of yet
another kind of warmth. That is the warmth
of our hearts. There, where people truly love
one another, even the numb heart is warmed.
That is why we learn all our lives to get along
and respect one another. Wherever God’s love
is, there is always warmth.” Grandpa nodded
his head, satisfied, and wiped off the whipped
cream that had stuck to his beard.
“Grandma, how can you recognize God’s
o love?” asked Susan quietly.
o “The Word of God tell us: No one has ever
seen God, but if we love one another, God
; lives in us and his love is manifest in us ... it is
% shown in the way we care about and love each
other, my dear,” answered Grandma, and her
eyes were full of tenderness.

cozy warmth of a home depends on,” and bit

Translated by Elizabeth ]. Fields
a
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at we get is who we are. Always. You
may have wished from time to time to
be someone ¢lse, but life does not work

that way. And would you really want to adjust from
your life story into another person’s? You know at
least what the pitfalls of current body and soul are.
To switch places would be to take pot-luck.

Besides, God has had considerable hand in the
manufacture of each one of our personalities and
constitutions. Yes, we received genes and DNA
inherited from a long line of parental ancestors,
but where do you think the origin of all that
was? Answer: the creator of heavens and earth—
the Word by whom all things were made and without whom
nothing exists that does exist (according to John 1), you and I
included.

Each of us had a beginning, and an ending also awaits us.
Neither is a surprise to God. We started, and we’ll finish up—a
fundamental law for occupying life on earth. This means many
things, but not the least is that a lot of history preceded us, and
quite a bit of time is likely to carry on after us (according to the
Lord’s own timetable, of course).

Whatever happened prior to our arrival we can do nothing
about, yet ever so much of it has blessed our journey so far. We
were born into a lot of things already prepared for us. Our job
was to learn how to work our way into it all and make the most
and the best of it. Then again, what follows our season of living
we shall not have a hand in shaping either when that time comes,
but we can certainly help get some things ready now, like an earth
that is healthy, not on the way to complete spoilage; a church
which Christ is pleased to own, not one simply going through
old motions; a faith that is stretching to the uttermost ends of
the world, not shrinking and sinking for lack of commitment;
deep praying for next generations in family and church who
are just starting out—that they may be preserved through most
threatening years and grow in time into full maturity in Christ,

In our own convention we have a legacy
that shaped and supported much of today. In
all honesty, we do not think so much anymore
about many personalities that populated our his-
tory, so long are they gone. And I am ashamed
to say a lot of names are increasingly lost to
our memory—we just cannot keep everything
straight as the years go by. But all of those folk
are well known to the Lord; Christ visits with
them continually. They worked and prayed for
this convention in the time of their flourishing
here, but the time has come for them to let
us go and trust our faithfulness to honor their
purposes under God. We are doing our best to pick up on their
strands, coordinating them with a world ever changing, yet
knowing that we have to live the all-time truth of God in new
environments.

So friends, our duty is to cherish the life and times we have
walked into, then think through the calling that lies ahead. We
are almost at the centennial convention, July 9-12, 2009. This
100" will be but a brief moment in time. We are aware that a lot
of years of grace and godly mentoring have now gone away. As
for what lies ahead... well, who really knows? Except this: there
is no evidence that the world and the lands toward which we
are most partisan are going to need less of the gospel of Jesus
Christ than what was demanded in 1909.

We mean to take some notice at this convention of what came
before us, as well as how we can approach the future as honest
stewards of all that has been received and all that must be given.
We will remember that everything about the future is in God’s
hands, and so are we. It is a good place to be.

Please come and help us see through some things concerning
who we used to be and asking the Spirit what comes next.

Nt O Yo

using all their gifts in serving the Lord. Robert Dvorak
m e PRecuiive SeGreinry «

ur Centennial Convention gath-
Oering will be on July 9-12, 2009.
Guest speakers will be former
General Secretary of Baptist World Alli-
ance, Dr. Denton Lotz, from Cape Cod,
Massachusetts, and evangelist Dr. Barry
Moore from London, Ontario. Also Jan
Titera, General Secretary of Czech Baptist
Union and Th.D. Darko Kraljik, President
Elect of Slovak Baptist Union will be our
guests. Friday night will be again Youth
Night and well known youth pastor, Tim Bailey, from London

Ontario, will be our guest.
We urge you to attend this Centennial Convention, because

if you miss it, you will have to wait until next— Bi-Centennial
Convention in 2109! So be there!!

We have received information that some family reunions will
take place during the Centennial convention.

At the midyear meeting of General Board which was held on
Saturday, October 25, 2008, in Christ Community Church, Camp-
bell, Ohio, the following program was approved.
The theme is: “The Mission Today and Always”
ther has sent me, I am sending you John 20:21b
Thursday July 9 — Enlisting New Disciples (Acts 6:7) Robert
Dvorak
Friday July 10 — Strengthening Brothers and Sisters in the Faith
(Luke 22:31-32) Tim Bailey

As my Fa-

=" Continues on page 15
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Tribute to Marie Hynek

August 13, 1925 - December 1, 2008

arie Tuczek (Miro-
slava) was born in Zelov,
Poland, in 1925, the

only daughter of Karl and Eliza-
beth Tuczek. They left their home-
land in 1929 and settled in their
new home in Toronto.

Marie grew up attending the Polish
and Russian Baptist churches with
her family, until the Czechoslovak
Baptist Church was established
in Toronto

to going to the Convention in Philippi to fellowship with old
friends and give praise to the Lord in music.

Marie’s musical heritage played a great part in her life. Her
father played in the band in the Polish army. He also loved to
sing, and in later years would bring us beautiful renditions of tra-
ditional hymns which he played on his musical saw. Marie always
looked forward to singing in the Czechoslovak church choir and
sang many solos, duets and trios. She also compiled song sheets
for the church and the Czech ladies’ group, which she enjoyed
attending for many years. Marie also had a burden to spread the
gospel through music ministry, and decided to contact many

of the former church members to return

over 60
years ago, in which Karl Tuczek was
one of the founding fathers. She took an
active part not only by playing the piano
for these congregations at a young age,
but was also very active in the Young
People’s group.

Marie met her husband, Stan Hynek,
on a trip to Manitoba. Stan lived in Dau-
phin, Manitoba, with his parents and four
brothers. Marie had been scheduled to
see a specialist there after she had broken
her arm in a fall in Toronto at a church
picnic just after her 16th birthday. She
had been invited to the Hynek home
when they heard that Pastor Dojacek, a
Czechoslovak Church founding father,
was visiting the area. They invited him to
have a church service in their home. Stan
and Marie were introduced, but were still
quite young. They did not meet again
until the Hynek family moved to Toronto,
and were married shortly after at Beverly Baptist Church in 1946.
They have both been very active in serving in the churches they
attended. Stan served as a deacon, and also as treasurer for the
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention. They always looked forward

together to make a series of cassette tapes
of the old faithful hymns of the church,
containing many gospel solos, duets, and
choir numbers, including many songs
from the Jasavy Chvalozpev song book.
She spent many hours on the arranging
and making of these tapes. They have
been a source of blessing and comfort to
many, and have been widely distributed.
Marie also noticed that the Chvalozpev
in her church and various churches in the
Czech Republic that they visited were
badly in need of repair, and she decided
to head up a project to reprint the books
and distribute them where needed.

In the early 1950s, Marie’s parents,
former weavers, exchanged their profes-
sion for that of restaurant owners. Marie
played the role of waitress while Stan,
and Marie’s mother, Elizabeth, were the
cooks. One restaurant was open 24 hours.
The long hours proved burdensome, espe-
cially since they now had two small children, Linda and Richard,
and it was decided the family would leave the business altogether.
Shortly after that, Marie became an executive secretary at G.H.

I~ Continues on page 21

All donation should be send in enclosed envelope.

The checks will be delivered to right financial secretaries. (Vera Dors, Henry

Pojman, Marija Sommer or Donna Nesvadba.)

o Gifts for Ladies’ work—make check payable to Czechoslovak Baptist
Women’s Missionary Union.

o Gifts for Convention—make check payable to Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention. On the bottom of the check mark to what account you are
sending your contribution: Convention, Glorious Hope, Trust Fund, or
Scholarship Fund.

15 You may send separate check (one for Ladies and one for convention

accounts) in the same envelope.

Donations

= [f you are sending contributions for convention (Convention,

Glorious Hope etc., you may send only one check, and write on

the bottom how you want to divide the amount (for example: Total
$150; $100 Convention, $50 Glorious Hope etc.) You do not
have to send two separate checks.

For your information, financial secretaries’ addresses are as

follows:

USA:
Vera Dors
6621 Elmdale Rd.

Middleburg Hts, OH, 44130

Canada:

Henry Pojman
1305 Inglehart Dr
Burlington, ON L7M 4X6
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