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now.... The entire landscape

is covered by a deep layer

of sparkling white snow. I

like the snow, especially at

Christmas. I was born in a country

where snow and Christmas belong

together. I have been thinking why is it

that I like snow? Why does every new
layer awaken new feelings of the Christmas spirit?

The landscape veiled by its white blanket looks likes a table

set for a feast. Walking through the snow-covered woods, one
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is engulfed by a wonderful feeling of peace. Peace goes hand
in hand with the message of Christmas. Freshly fallen snow
radiates with cleanliness. All of nature appears to be preparing
for the moment when we remember the birth of the Saviour.
A clean robe symbolizes a new beginning. This year in
Canada, we have had much more snow than in previous
years. We have entered the new millennium surrounded by
nature wrapped in a clean robe.

Time has not stopped. The minutes go on mercilessly, only
briefly touching every one of us before fading away. They
fade away, but do not disappear. Every minute carries
with it a part of our present and as it becomes the past
it bears witness of our deeds and of the consequences
of our human nature.

The third millennium and the new century call us to wrap
ourselves in a clean robe of meekness, obedience, faith and
love. A ray of God’s love on our faces will add a sparkling
purity to our garment. We will then gratefully declare along
with the psalmist, ”Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light
for my path® (Psalm 119, 105).

Editor-in-Chief Natasha Legierski

nih.... Krajinu kolem dokola pfikryva hluboka vrstva
tipytivé bilého snéhu. Mam rada snih, zvlasté o vanocich.
Narodila jsem se v zemi, kde snih a vanoce patfi k sobg.
Premyslela jsem. Pro¢ mam rada snih? Pro€ u mne kazda

nova vrstva vzbuzuje svate¢ni naladu?

Krajina zahalena bilou pfikryvkou vypada jako svate¢né
prostfeny stiil. Nahodny chodec je okouzlen pokojem, ktery ho
pohlcuje pfi prochazce zasnéZenym lesem. Mir a pokoj jde ruku
v ruce i s vanoéni zvésti. Cerstvé napadany snih zafi Gistotou. Tyto
spojitosti vytvafi dojem, jakoby se cela priroda pripravovala na
svateéni chvili té vzpominky na narozeni Spasitele. Cisté roucho
nam symbolizuje také novy zacatek. LetoSni zima zde, v Kanadé,
pfinesla daleko vétS§i mnoZstvi snéhu neZ minulé roky. Vstoupili
jsme do nového tisiceleti obklopeni okolim odénym Cistym
rouchem.

Cas se nezastavil. Minuty neuprosné bézi, lehce se nas kazdého
dotknou a nenavratné mizi. Mizi, ale neztraceji se. Kazda minuta
si s sebou nese i €ast nasi pfitomnosti a proménéna na minulost,
vydava svédectvi. SvédCi o nas, o naSich skutcich i o nasledcich
naseho Clovécenstvi.

Tteti tisiceleti a zaroven nové stoleti nas vyzyva k tomu, abychom
byli odéni Cistym rouchem pokory, poslusnosti, viry i nadéje.
Zarivou Cistotu tomuto odévu doda paprsek BozZi lasky v naSich
tvarich. S vdé¢nosti si potom privlastnime vyznani Zalmisty: ,,Svice
mym noham je Slovo tvé a svétlo mé stezce!“ (Zalm 119,105)

Sefredaktorka Natasa Legierskd

Q

Vit Malek
Corel photos—Barn rooftops in snow
George Sommer and Vlastimil Pojman
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Baptist World Alliance News
January 2001

From the General Secretary

Denton Lotz

Christ the Center!

ew year, a new century, a new millennium

gives us as Christians pause to consider

what is central: what is it we are really

about as the Church? Jesus Christ is the

central fact of our faith. When we lose

our focus on Christ, when He is not the center,

then we begin to emphasize other concerns,

perhaps very important concerns, but in not

concentrating on Christ we lose the center, and
soon the Church dies.

Helmut Thielicke, the German theologian,
confronted us with the problem of the Church being taken in by
the relativism and pluralism of our day. This is what he calls
“centrifugal disintegration.” Thielicke warned: ”Openness to the
age then becomes the evil of belonging to it.... Solidarity for its own
sake means bondage to the age and along with this the loss of our
own identity. The age becomes our master. In this way the church
comes under the threat of centrifugal pluralism. In social, ethical,
and political matters it simply says what others say and that very
quickly becomes superfluous.* (The Hidden Question of God, p.29)
Does this mean that the church should not be involved in the myriad
questions posed to us by secular society? Of course not! Again
Thielicke emphasizes, ”True discipleship demands expression both
at the center and on the periphery. But it stands under the primacy
of the one thing needful (p. 28).

The BWA represents 196 member bodies with ministry in 200
countries. Each convention/union struggles with its own culture,
society, and problems in order to proclaim properly the gospel of
Jesus Christ. No member body can dictate the right way, or the
only way, to another. No central Baptist authority can presume
to speak for all others. But there is one basic doctrine that unites
us: Jesus Christ is Lord! This is the earliest of all Christian
confessions (I Cor.12:3).

Therefore, as we enter another year, it is important that Christian
leaders constantly judge their decisions and actions on the question,
”What does this have to do with calling our people to Christ?
Are we just responding to the secular questions of the day, with
acceptable secular and politically correct statements, or is our
thought and action grounded in Biblical faith? Are we merely
parroting relativistic thoughts to tickle the ears of non-believers,
or are we confronting them with the radical call to discipleship as
followers of Jesus Christ?* If we do not center on Christ then all of
our concern for feeding the hungry, for justice, peace, human rights,

" Continues on page 18

=2lverdl L aw
ILALAT I T LS
LR LT L
e rerl

Pl AL

. m TI7

Banka, jménem Laska
Jarmila Dybova

Vira, nadéje, laska—
to tré,
to do tretice!
Poznas snad néco vice?

Bohatstvi, slava, tituly
blazi tvou dusi nyni.
Az zajde slunce
a rozpadnes se v prach—
po tobé ptijdou jini.
Poklony druhych
budou platit jim.
Tobé jen kytka chryzantém
a svice.

Snaz se v8ak poznat néco vice
uz nyni
a necekej,
az bilé jini
obestfe tvou hlavu.
Pak po pravu
té vira, nadéje a laska mine.
A tvoje cesta,
jez se sméle vine
najednou skongi.
Zastav se a rozvazuj,

I¥" Pokracovani na strané 18
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Christ Calls To Act _rart:

Thomas Cosmades

he faith of Christ is a commitment of sanctified
work from beginning to end. There is no room for
apathy or complacency in it. The Old Testament
admonishes the believer to be still and know that
He is God (Psalm 46:10). Also, ”in quietness and
confidence shall be your strength (Isaiah 30:15).
Nevertheless, there is
action beyond this
which must be looked
at as a springboard
for Christian effective-
ness. Rest in His all-
sufficient power; act
on His unchanging
charge.

Having previously
considered The
Churches in Christ’s
Eyes, a viable observa-
tion strikes the reader:
Churches Inculcated to
Christ’s Command. In
the second and third
chapters of Revelation,
the letters to the
Seven Churches are
loaded with serious
imperatives from Him,
attached to His solemn
pronouncements. These are spread between the lines of the
epistles, constantly reminding the hearer or reader about the
urgency of decision and action.

@ FHER Fan bE g
Rreld befire fias,
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There are ten imperatives addressing the churches, each one a
direct command to every individual within the ranks:
1. Repent 2:5, 16, 21, 22, 3:3, 19

2. Remember 2:5, 3:3

3. Awake (Start Praying) 3:2

4. Hold Fast 2:25, 3:11

5. Use Your Ear 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22

6. Be a Conqueror 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21

7. Open the Door 3:20

8. Buy from Me 3:18

9. Do Not Fear 2:10a

10. Be Faithful unto Death 2:10b

Everyone encounters a series of imperatives in his or her daily
dealings. We say ”yes“ to some, ”"no“ to others. We generally
bear in mind our personal interest when we utter the ”yes“ or
”no.“ How shameful and pathetic when we say “yes*“ where
”no*“ is necessary, or "no“ when the proper reply should be
”yes.“ We ought to consider the scriptural admonition,”For

all the promises of God find their yes in Him. That is why
we utter the Amen through Him, to the glory of God“ (2
Corinthians 1:20). May this be the response of every person
identified with Christ’s Church. No serious person can afford to
say “no“ to His imperatives. Negative response results in grief,
casting the person to ultimate distress. The sovereign Ruler has
the power to negate all whimsical deliberations.

1. Repent. Five of the seven churches receive this solemn
admonition from the Head in heaven. Two are called twice
to repent, but with the woeful refusal "no“! Jezebel being
in control in the Thyatiran church, they were not about to
consider the command. Did the other four reflect on the call
to repent? Christ reiterates His command to the Ephesian
church with a warning: ”If you don’t repent I will come to
you and remove your lampstand from its place* (2:5).
While the call to repent is irrevocable, man’s sinful will is
the sole factor to revoke it! We see examples of it again
in Revelation 9:20 and 16:9,11. How about contemporary
churches? Your church? Yourself?

Metanoeo means coming to realisation thereafter. It is the
categorical call throughout the Old and especially in the New
Testament. The way of entrance into God’s family is through
repentance and belief in the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 11:18,
17:30, 18:28; 20:21, 26:20).

On the other hand, some argue against the believer’s or
church’s necessity to repent. The scriptural admonition puts
weight on the affirmative (2 Corinthians 12:21). And of
course in the open call to the five churches under Christ’s
scrutinizing eye, it is clearly verified. General William Booth
said one of the chief dangers of the twentieth century would
be forgiveness without repentance.“ Lamentably, this is the
state in which we are found! But when there is refusal to
acknowledge sin and turn from it, grace is denigrated among
the communicants. It becomes ”cheap grace“ in Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s words. Then Christ’s warning is executed in
full, with no pity or mercy.

Will continue in the next issue

All convention gifts may be sent in the enclosed
envelopes: US residents may use the Business
Reply envelope or send their gifts to Vera Dors,
6621 ElImdale Rd., Middleburg Hts, OH, 44130,
and Canadian residents may send their gifts to
Henry Pojman, 1516 Pembroke Dr., Oakville,
ON, L6H 1V9, Canada. Make checks payable to
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention, and on the
bottom write to what account you are sending
your gift: Convention, Glorious Hope, Trust
Fund, or Scholarship Fund.
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Kristus vola k akci - ciser

Thomas Cosmades

wira v Krista je odevzdani
& se posvécenému poslani
od zacatku az do konce.
Zde nema misto apatie ¢i
samolibost. Stary zakon
vyzyva véfici, at se upokoji a
poznaji, Ze On je Bith (Zalm 46,11).
Také, ,v utiseni se a v doufini bude
sila vase (I1zaias 30,15).
Nicméné, za témito slovy se
skryva ¢innost, kterou je tfeba
chapat jako odrazovy mustek pro
uspésnost kiestana. Spocinme v Jeho vS§emohoucnosti,
konejme na zaklad€ Jeho neméniciho se povéfeni.
Diva-li se Ctenar na cirkev ofima Krista, postfehne
povzbuzujici fakt: Cirkev je nabadana respektovat
Kristovy prikazy. Dopisy sedmi sborim jsou plné Jeho
rozkazli, pripojenych k Jeho svatym prohlasenim. Tato
jsou zahrnuta mezi fadky epiStol, stale pripominajici
posluchaci €i Ctenafi neprodlenost v rozhodnuti a
vykonaném skutku.

Nize je uvedeno deset prikazd adresovanych sbortim.
Kazdé je primym piikazem k jednotliveim v tomto

poradi:
1. Cin pokani a pracuj Zj.2:5, 16, 21, 22,
3:3,19
2. Rozpomen se (uvédom si) Zj. 2:5, 3:3
3. Vzpamatyj se (zacni se modlit) Zj. 3:2
4. Bud pevny Zj. 2:25, 3:11
5. Poslouchej Zj. 2:7, 11, 17, 29 3:6, 13, 22
6. Bud vitézem Zj. 2:7, 11, 17, 26 3:5, 12, 21
7. Otevii dvefe Zj. 3:20
8. Kupuj ode mne Zj. 3:18
9. Nebojse Zj. 2:10a
10. Bud vérny az do smrti Zj. 2:10b

Kazdy se stfetava se sérii prfikazi v pribéhu dne.
Nécemu fekneme ,ano“, né€emu ,ne“. V podstaté je
nase odpovéd ,ano“ nebo ,ne“ ovlivnéna nasim osobnim
zajmem. Jak hanebné a patetické rekneme-li ,ano“ tam,
kde ma zaznit ,ne“, anebo ,,ne“ v pripadé, kde je vhodné
»ano“! Méli bychom vzit do vahy napomenuti Pisma
pfi pouzivani slov ,,ano“ nebo ,ne“. ,Ke vsem zaslibenim
Bozim, kolik jich jen jest, bylo v ném receno ,,ano“. A proto
skrze ného zni i nase ,Amen“k slavé Bozi (II.Kor. 1:20).

Budiz toto odpovédi kazdé osobé ztotoznujici se
s Kristovou cirkvi! Upfimny ¢lovék si nemiiZze dovolit fici
»he“ Jeho prikaztim. Negativni odpovéd pfinasi zarmutek,
odsouzeni ¢lovéka k véénému trapeni. Svrchovany vladce
ma moc prekonat vSechny nevyzpytatelné uvahy.

1. Cin pokani a pracuj. Ze sedmi sbort dostalo pét sbori
vazné napomenuti od Hlavy s nebe (Krista). Jeden reaguje
naprostym odmitnutim, i kdyZ byl dvakrat vyzvan k pokani! Sbor
Thyatirsky, pod
vedenim Jeza-

s = :“;I-w- S 1&—";. s , -,
e ":_____ ., . 'f":':::':_ e, i ¢ bel, se timto pfi-

e _._:-"'.ll , .
Xt s ST u-_-d kazem neminil

zabyvat. Uvazo-
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vyzvu cirkvi do
Efezu s varo-
vanim: ,...prijdu
na tebe a pohnu
tvym  svichem
z jeho mista, jest-
liZe se neobrd-
.Y (Zj. 2:5)
JelikoZ vyzva
k pokani je
neodvolatelna,
jedinym fak-
3 : tocrem, kt.eIYm
R L W doit ke
zvratu, je hfi§na
vile clovékal
Dalsi priklady vidime ve Zjeveni (9:20, 16:9,11). Jak jsou na tom
soucasné sbory? Tvij sbor? Ty?
Metanoeo vyjadiuje uskutecnéni v casovém odstupu. Je to
kategorické volani prostfednictvim Starého—shuv (kompletni
ndvrat)—a zvlasté Nového zakona.

Vstup do BozZi rodiny je umoznén prostiednictvim pokani a
viry v JeziSe Krista ( Skut. 11:18, 17:30, 18:28, 20:21, 26:20).
Na druhé strané, mnozi argumentuji ohledné nutnosti pokani
véticich nebo cirkve. Pismo klade dliraz na tento poZadavek (II.
Kor. 12:21). Upfimné pokani vede k naprav€. Spaseni se déje
milosti skrze viru. Toto déni odstrafuje vSechnu tihu a hfich,
jez k sobé Inou (Zid. 12:1). Oteviené osloveni péti sboru,
pod zkoumavym pohledem Krista, to jasné potvrzuje. General
William Booth oznacil ,,odpusténi bez pokdni*za jedno z hlavnich
nebezpeéi dvacatého stoleti. Zel, pravé v takovém stavu se nyni
nachazime! Jestlize dojde k odmitnuti pfiznani si hfichu a
odvraceni se od néj, je milost, mezi pfijimajicimi ji, poSpinéna.
Stane se lacinou milosti, jak se vyjadfil Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
V tom pripadé se Kristovo varovani stane skutecnosti, bez
slitovani a milosrdenstvi.

will be PREACHED
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Pielozila Natasa Legierskd
Pokracovani v pristim Cisle
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Czechs and Slovaks and the Bible —rart7

The Period of Darkness

Natasha Legierski

the beginning of the 17 century, Europe was in the

midst of much political and religious activity. The

various conflicts led to a series of battles that resulted

in the 30 Years War. From a historical perspective,

this may be considered one of the most dramatic

and significant periods of Czech history. The war that had

erupted was a religious war (the Reformation against the

Catholic Church). It began with the Czech uprising (Prague

defenestration 23/5/1618) and consisted of four phases:

1. Czech war (1618-1625), 2. Danish war (1625-1629),

3. Swedish war (1630-1635) and 4. Swedish-French war

(1635-1648). The war was concluded by the Peace of

Westphalia in 1648. This ended the religious struggle, and

the division of the church into Protestants and Catholics became

stabilized. The civilian population suffered the most as a result

of the war. The plague, war and hunger reduced the population
by 35%, in some areas by as much as 90%!

After the end of the 30 Years War, central Europe found
itself in a political and religious vacuum. The strong Habsburg
dynasty, which belonged to the Catholic Church, used the
church to further their political interests, and religion became
intermixed with political goals. The Habsburgs used
mandatory Catholicism as a means of strengthening their
power in other countries. In the struggle for the crown,
regions often changed their religion depending on who
was in control of the land.

The Czech Lands

During the Middle Ages the population of the Czech lands
was composed primarily of Czechs and Germans. The Czech
and German nobility struggled to maintain their freedom and
privileges, while the Czechs as a nation strove to maintain
their language and cultural identity. This feudal and
religious conflict between the Czech and German nobility
(or the conflict between German Catholics and Czech
Hussites) resulted in an ethnic conflict between the Czechs
and Germans as a whole.

After the end of the Czech war, there began a period of
strong recatholization. The university and the town schools
were handed over to the Jesuits, the Protestants were exiled,
and the cup was proclaimed a heresy. Bibles and Protestant
books were burnt in large numbers, and the nobility had
their property and belongings confiscated. Approximately
150,000 people emigrated from the Czech lands, among
them 185 noble families and representatives of Czech
culture (for example J.A. Komensky). More than 50% of all
the land was confiscated.

Only a free person could emigrate; the peasants were bound
to the land. Catholicism was the only accepted faith for those
who remained. The Czech lands were then hit by a second

wave of Germanization. The Germans occupied the vacant
residences of the Czechs that had emigrated. As a result of the
mass exodus of the Czech intelligencia, the nation was on the
verge of collapse politically, economically and culturally. There
was a danger the Czech nation would lose its identity. German
became the official language; Czech became the language
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of defeated heretics, rebels and peasants. The rural
countryside was all that was left to represent the Czech
nation. This period marks the era of the greatest
oppression of the Czechs.

Slovakia
The northern and western parts of Slovakia were under
Habsburg control, while the south was ruled by the Turks.
The fall of the Hungarian kingdom resulted in the disruption
of religious unity. Because of the war there was a shortage of

6

Glorious Hope e Slavnd nadéje e January 2001



clergy in Hungary and the monasteries completely collapsed.
The Habani (of German origin) had been spreading across
Slovakia sincel547. Their German settlements maintained
contact with Germany and this led to a Lutheran influence
in Slovakia. Along with the nobility, the clergy also accepted
the new faith. By 1560 a quarter of the clergy had joined
the Protestants. New, independent Protestant congregations
began to grow across Hungary. An attempt to recatholicize
Slovakia began in 1586. However, because of the shortage
of Roman Catholic clergy, it was unsuccessful. The Bratislava
Council of 1608 guaranteed religious freedom and in 1619
the Slovak (Hungarian) Protestants joined with the Czech
Protestants, and emigrants from the Czech lands found refuge
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in Hungary. To gain power in Hungary, the Habsburgs used
a similar strategy as in the Czech lands: recatholization and
certain privileges for those who served the dynasty. However,
they were not as successful as in the Czech lands. By limiting
the Protestants’ religious freedom in 1673, the Habsburgs
created greater tension in the struggle between the Protestants
and the Catholics. The council that met in 1681 arrived at
a compromise: religious freedom would be restricted only in
specified regions. This ruling was maintained for the
next 100 years, until 1781. The Turkish occupation that
lasted for 160 years caused Hungary to grow very weak.

The Slovaks immigrated southward, into the region of
present-day former Yugoslavia.

Absolutism as Enlightenment

At the beginning of the 18th century, central Europe
entered a period of changing borders between the Ottoman
(Turkish) Empire and the Habsburg-controlled Austria, and
also between the Ottoman Empire and the Russian Empire.
These three empires were composed of many nations, and each
nation held onto its own traditions. The Hungarian Empire
was composed of Magyars, Slovaks, Ukrainians, Germans,
Rumanians, and Serbs and Croats.

The Habsburg Empire was a collection of various kingdoms,
many multi-ethnic, that were held together by the dynasty. The
hereditary Austrian holdings were composed of Germans, Slavs
(Poles and Slovenians), and Italians; the Bohemian Crown
included the Czechs and Moravians.

Absolutism underwent a transition to enlightened
absolutism. The arts and architecture experienced a transition
from Baroque to Rococo and Neoclassicism. Literature and
music reached very high standards. The century is also known
for lowered morals, corruption, brutality and misery. While
the rich flocked to the capital cities of Europe (Paris, Warsaw,
Rome, Vienna), the peasants suffered under the burden
of heavy labor and taxes. People died for the military and
expansionist goals of the ruling dynasties. The quality of
life was poor, and productivity was insufficient. New ideals
brought unsolvable problems in the political, social and
economic spheres across Europe.

The last ruler of the Habsburg dynasty, Charles VI,
(German Emperor and King of Bohemia) died by the sword.
He had no son, and his oldest daughter, Maria Terezia,
became his successor, ruling from 1740 to 1780). She placed
the interests of the state as the highest priority and initiated
many reforms. The structure of the state was centralized.
The changes affected the government and justice system. The
church and its possessions were placed under the control of
the state. The church also had to pay taxes, so its influence,
along with the expansion of monasteries, was restricted. The
school system was also restructured and began to be run by
the state rather than by the church. Both German and Czech
were initially taught in higher grades in city schools, but the
Czech language was gradually suppressed until it completely
disappeared in higher grades and was only taught in lower
grades. The university and specialized schools were also
German. After the termination of the Jesuit order, professors
outside of the church could also teach at the university. The
school system was unified and accessible to all nationalities and
denominations. As part of the economic reforms, guidelines
were created in an effort to raise the quality life. New factories
were built, and the textile, glass-making and steel industries
were supported, along with the mining of coal. In farming,
new methods were introduced to increase productivity, and the
transportation system was improved. Centralization also led
to greater administrative unification. The Czech and Austrian
court systems were unified in 1762 and transferred to Vienna.
German became the official language.

" Continues on page 9
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Nase narody a Bible — 7.cst
Obdobi temna

NataSa Legierska

a pocatku 17. stoleti se Evropa nachazela v centru
politicko-nabozZenského déni. Dynamicky konflikt vedl

o) k sérii boju, které vyustily ve 30-ti letou valku. Z hlediska

nabozenskou (snahy reformace proti katolické cirkvi). Zacala
¢eskym povstanim (prazskou defenestraci 23.5.1618) a probihala
ve Ctyfech fazich:

1. Ceska valka (1618-1625), 2. danska valka (1625-1629), 3. §védska
valka (1630-1635) a 4. §védsko-francouzka valka (1635-1648).
Ukoncena byla Westfalskym mirem v r. 1648.

Tim byly ukonCeny nabozenské tienice a rozdéleni cirkve na
protestanty a katoliky se stabilizovalo. Civilni obyvatelstvo utrp€lo
touto valkou nejvice. Valka, mor a hlad zredukovaly populaci
0 35%, misty aZ 90%!

Po ukonceni 30-ti leté¢ valky se nachazela centralni
Evropa v politickém a kulturnim vacuu. Silny rod
Habsburk pro své politické zajmy vyuzival cirkve (patfili
ke katolické cirkvi). NabozZenstvi se misilo s politickymi
zajmy. Habsburkové pouzivali Sifeni katolictvi jako nastroj
k upevnéni své moci v dalSich zemich. V bojich o korunu
se Casto ménila i ndboZenska prisluSnost: komu patfilo
Uzemi, takové naboZenstvi dominovalo.

Cechy

Ve stiredovéku se obyvatelstvo ¢eskych zemich skladalo

ze dvou hlavnich vrstev:
Cechil a Némci (¢eska a némecka §lechta, usilujici
o zachovani vlastni svobody a privilegii) a Ceského
lidu s matefskym jazykem a lidovou kulturou. Diky
tomu se feudalni nebo naboZensky konflikt mezi ¢eskou
a némeckou Slechtou (nebo konflikt némeckych katolikli
s Ceskymi Husity) zvratil do etnického konfliktu mezi
Cechy a Némci.

Po skonceni Ceské valky nastala silna rekatolizace.
Prazska univerzita a méstské Skoly byly dany do rukou jezuiti,
protestanté byli vypovézeni ze zemé, kalich byl prohlasen za
kacirsky. Bible a knihy protestantd byly hromadné paleny. Pani
a rytifi byli zbavovani majetku. Ze zemi Ceského kralovstvi
emigrovalo 150,000 lidi mezi nimi 185 Slechtickych rodin, dvorsti
méstané a mnozi predstavitelé ¢eské kultury (napf. J.A. Komensky).
Vice nez 50% kralovstvi propadlo konfiskaci.

Vystéhovat se mohl pouze svobodny ¢lovék, poddani se nesméli
stéhovat. Katolické vyznani bylo jediné uznavané naboZenstvi.
Cechy zasahla druha vlna germanizace. Pfichozi Némci osidlovali
opusténa mista emigranti. Odchodem inteligence byl ¢esky narod
pfiveden na pokraj zkazy politicky, hospodafsky a i kulturng.

Jednalo se predev§im o ztratu ceského narodniho citéni. Némcina
se stala ufednim jazykem. Cestina byla jazykem poraZenych kacifd,
rebelti a venkova. Venkov byl jedinym pfedstavitelem Ceského
naroda. Toto obdobi je oznaCeno za nejvetsi utisk Ceského lidu
a ponizeni ¢eského narodniho genia.

Slovensko

Severni a zapadni Slovensko bylo pod kontrolou Habsburki,
jih byl pod moci Turkii (Otomanska fiSe). Rozklad uherského
kralovstvi mélo za nasledek rozklad nabozZenské jednoty. Diky
valkam byl v Uhersku nedostatek knézi. Klastery zanikaly. Po
Slovensku se S§ifili novokiténci—Habani, ptivodem Némci—kteii
pfisli z Moravy jiZ v roce 1547. Némecké osady v Uhersku
udrzovaly kontakty s Némeckem, coZ umoznilo vliv luteranské

Habani z roku 1588

viry na Slovensku. Spolu se §lechtou se k nové vife pfidavali
i knézi. V roce 1560 to byla jiz ¢tvrtina knéZstva, ktera presla
k protestantim. Vznikaly samostatné protestantské sbory po
celém Uhersku. Rekatolizace na Slovensku byla zahajena vr. 1586.
Pro nedostatek fimsko-katolickych knézi vS§ak nemeéla uspéch.
Bratislavky sném (z roku 1608) zarucoval naboZenskou svobodu
a v roce 1619 se slovensti (uhersti) protestanté spojili s Ceskymi
protestantmi. Vystéhovalci z Cech nachazeli v Uhersku utogisté.
Pii ziskavani moci v Uhersku, pouzivali Habsburkové podobnou
strategii jako v Cechach, rekatolizace a uréitych vyhod pro ty, kdo
budou slouzit dynastii. Neméli viak takovy uspéch jako v Cechach.
Omezeni nabozenské svobody protestantti (Habsburky, vr. 1673),
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zapricinilo zvySeni nabozenskych tfenic mezi protestanty a katoliky.
Sopronsky sném (svolany v r. 1681) pfisel s kompromisem:
nabozenska svoboda byla omezana jen na vyznaCené oblasti.
Toto se udrzelo v platnosti nasledujicich sto let (az do r. 1781).
Turecka okupace, trvajici 160 rokd, velmi Uhersko oslabila. Slovaci
odchazeli na jih (na izemi byvalé Jugoslavie).

Osviceny absolutismus

Pocatkem 18. stoleti prochazi sttedni Evropa zménami v hranici
dvou mocnosti: mezi Otomanskou fiSi (Turky) a habsburkskym
s mnoha narody, kde kazdy narod si drzel svou tradici.

Uherské kralovstvi spojovalo Madary, Slovaky, Ukrajince,
Neémce, Rusiny, Rumuny, Srby a Chorvaty. Habsburkska fise
byla sbirkou rtiznych kralovstvi a panstvi s narodnostnimi
mensinami spojenych dynastii: Rakouské dédictvi slucovalo
Némce, Slovany (Polaci, Slovinci) a Italy a Ceské kralovstvi
byli Cesi a Moravané.

Absolutismus prechazi k osvicenému absolutismu. Uméni
a architektura prechazi z baroka do rokoka a neoklasicismu.
Rozvoj literatury a hudby dosahl vysoké urovné. Do historie se toto
obdobi zapsalo jako stoleti uvolnéné moralky, korupce, brutality
a mizérie. Zatimco se spoleCensky Zivot smetanky soustifedoval
v hlavnich méstech Evropy (Pafiz, Var§ava, Rim, Viden), poddani
trp€li pod tihou roboty a dani. Lidé umirali za valecné a dédicné
(rodové) zajmy panovnikt. Zivotni Urovéi byla nizka, produktivita
prace byla nedostacujici. Nové mySlenky pfinaSely nefeSitelné
problémy v politické, socidlni a ekonomické sfére pfes celou
Evropu.

Posledni panovnik rodu Habsburkti, Karel VI.(némecky cisaf
a Cesky kral), vymrel po meci (nem¢l syna). Za svého nastupce
urcil nejstarsi dceru, Marii Terezii (obdobi jeji vlady: 1740-1780),
ktera vedla o triin t€Zky boj. Zajmy statu vSak davala do popfedi
a provedla fadu reformacnich opatfeni. DoSlo k neustavni pfestavbé
statu, tzv. centralismu. Jednalo se o zmény ve vladnim a pravnim
ziizeni. Cirkevni sprava a majetky byly podfizeny statni kontrole.
Cirkev musela odvadét dané, jeji vliv byl omezen stejné jako
zfizovani novych klastert a rozmnoZovani cirkevniho majetku.
Pii reorganizaci Skolstvi byly §koly postatnény (doposud byly
cirkevni) a byly zfizovany skoly obecné trivialni (kde se uéilo ¢teni,
psani a pocitani). Hlavni §kola byla ve méstech, ¢astecné némecka,
postupné vSak CeStina vymizela, zlstala pouze v niz§ich §kolach.
Gymnazia a universita byly n€émecké. Po zruSeni jezuitského radu
méli pfistup na univerzitu i svétsti ucitelé. Reformace Skolstvi
stanovila jednotny systém pro vSechny narodnostni skupiny
a denominace. V ramci ekomonické reformy byly stanoveny
vzdélavaci a socialné-ekonomické smérnice za ucelem pozvednuti
zivotniho standardu. Byly zakladany nové tovarny, rozvijel se
textilni, sklarsky a Zelezafsky primysl, tézba uhli byla podporovana.
V zemédélstvi se zaCaly pouzivat nové systémy za ucelem zvySeni
produktivity, doslo ke zlepseni komunikaci. Usili o centralizaci
vedlo k vétsi administrativni a spravni jednoté. Cesky a rakousky
soud byl sjednocen (r. 1762) a pieveden do Vidné. Ufednim
jazykem byla némcina.

Typickym predstavitelem osviceného absolutismu byl syn
Marie Terezie, Josef II. V roce 1781 vydal toleran¢ni patent,
kterym bylo zastaveno nabozZenské pronasledovani nekatolikd,
nevolnictvi (osobni nesvoboda) bylo zruseno spolu s Zidovskymi
ghety, (Zidim byla proptijéena obéanska prava), robota viak
zruSena nebyla.

Politicka situace v Cechach vedla k emigraci ¢eské elity do
zahrani€i. Z tohoto divodu nikdy nedosSlo k oteviené rebelii
¢eského naroda, jako takového, proti Habsburkim. Cesi si vsak
dokazali vytvorit jakousi formu psychologické strategie, ktera
pomohla narodu piezit obdobi temna (prakticky az do 19. stoleti).
Jednalo se o vytvoreni tzv.”dvojiho zplisobu Zivota”, ktery narodu
pomahal v obdobi cizi okupace. Vefejny Zivot se stal jakousi
fasadou, za kterou se skryval osobni Zivot. Slo o “vnitini emigraci”,
o pokus zachovani si osobni distojnosti. Za maskou vnéjSiho
pFizptisobeni se, Cesi piezivali. Psychologicky zptsob (skryvany
odpor a projevovana poddajnost) pomohl Cechtim, jako narodu,
prezit a rozvijet se i pod vladou Habsburki. (Tato schopnost
se opét projevila pfi némecké okupaci a komunistickém rezimu
ve 20. stoleti).

Je diilezité si uv€domit, Ze takovy zplisob Zivota formoval narod
a nesl s sebou mnohé negativni jevy. To se pochopitelné projevilo
v moralnim a duchovnim stavu jednotlivcd i celého naroda
a odrazilo se to ve vztahu k Bohu a Bibli v budoucnosti. [

Czechs and Slovaks ... Continues from page 7

Joset II, the son of Maria Terezia, was a typical
representative  of enlightened absolutism. In 1781 he
passed a law that put a stop to the persecution of
non-Catholics. Peasants were given greater freedom and
the Jewish ghettos were opened up, with Jews being given
all the rights of citizens.

The political situation in Bohemia led to the
emigration of the Czech elite. Because of this, there was
no open rebellion against the Habsburg rule. The Czechs,
however, developed a psychological strategy that allowed the
nation to survive the era of darkness (until the 19 century).
It involved leading a double life, which helped the nation
during times of occupation by foreigners. Public life became
a mask, which covered the true personal life. It was a type
of ”internal emigration,“ an attempt at maintaining personal
honor and respect. The Czechs survived behind this mask of
external adjustment. This approach helped the Czechs survive
and grow even under the rule of the Habsburgs. (The same
approach also proved useful during the German occupation
during WWII and during the rule of the Communist
regime in the 20 century).

It is important to realize that this approach shaped the
nation and brought with it many negative aspects. These
aspects were manifested in the moral and spiritual state of
individuals and the nation as a whole, and affected the peoples’
future relationship to God and the Bible.

O
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e started this study with Chapter
One, and today we move on to
Chapter Two. Of course, we
are not doing a verse-by-verse
or word-by-word study; time
would not permit that. Chapter Two
opens with a rather startling statement:
”You must teach what is in accord
with sound doctrine (2:1).“ That word
”must“ almost always raises our hackles.
It makes the hair on the back of the neck
stand up. ”I don’t have to do anything
I don’t want to do.*“ The contemporary
New Testament 7The Message, in its
introduction to First and Second
Timothy and Titus, says, ”In his letters
to two young associates—Timothy in
Ephesus and Titus in Crete—we see Paul
encouraging and guiding the development
of leadership.“ What he had learned so
thoroughly himself, he was now passing
on and showing them how to develop a
similar leadership in local congregations.
This is essential reading because ill-
directed and badly formed spiritual
leadership can cause much damage in the
souls of both believers and leaders. Paul
in both his life and his letters shows us
how to do it right.

In fact, in the second chapter, he
mentions the following characteristics:
moderation, self-control, depth of faith,
kindness, patience, gossip, family life,
work ethic, speech, honesty. Proper
Christian behavior was and is a reflection
of sound doctrine. The believer is to show
moderation in all things, to act respectably
and to demonstrate self-control, faith,
love and endurance (v. 1-2).

Someone has called Christianity a
”musty“ religion because it says you must
do certain things. Christianity begins
with a ”must,“ ”You must be born
again.“ This opens the door on a lot

10

The Blessed Hope

Dr. Andrew Kmetko
Titus 2

of ”musts.“ ”You must
give attention to sound
doctrine, the Word of
God.“ The word ”must*
appears 786 times in
the Bible. In order to
grow as a Christian you
must spend time in the
Word of God.

The reason for this
is given in verse 5, ”so
that no one will malign
the Word of God.“ What
does malign mean? To speak harmful
untruths about the Word of God. So
that my life and my actions must be in
keeping with the Word of God. I took
the meaning of this word a step further
and looked it up in the Greek. The Greek
word ”blasphemos“means to speak of
God or divine things in terms of impious
irreverance, to blaspheme. This is what
the believer does when he acts opposite
to what the Word teaches.

There are five groups of people
mentioned in this chapter. It starts out
by mentioning, first of all, older men,
and lists the characteristics that should be
evident in their lives. But let me quickly say
that this life-style or behavior should be
evident in every believer’s life.

A characteristic we don’t often think
about is self-control. It is mentioned
at least five times in this chapter. The
older man’s life was to be marked by
four characteristics. First, they were to
be ”temperate.“ Now that could be any
number of things. You could be or should
be temperate in many activities such as
cating. But here it means the opposite
of intoxication. Drunkenness is not just
a modern-day occurrence. It has been in
existence for as long as we can remember.
The first drunkard mentioned in the
Bible is Noah. We read about it in
Genesis 9:20. ”Noah, a man of the soil,
proceeded to plant a vineyard. When he
drank some of its wine, he became drunk
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and lay uncovered inside
his tent.“ As I suggested
carlier, temperance was
not limited to the use
of alcoholic beverages
only but to many areas
of life. The believer is
to live a disciplined life
as he submits himself to
the Holy Spirit.

The second character-
istic Paul mentions is
one related to reputa-

tion. Older men were to be worthy of
respect. Of course this should be based
on sound doctrine. We must not forget
that the believer should be guided by
his beliefs and his knowledge of the
Word of God. Beliefs and behavior
are closely related. Another thing we
must not forget is that all believers
must know the Word, and their lifestyle
should be regulated by that knowledge.
So, older men were to be worthy of
respect. There is no way we can
force people to respect us, but we
can live in such a manner as to win
respect. We may not even receive it,
but we can live it.

The third characteristic is self-
control. This is mentioned several times
in the book of Titus, four times just
in Chapter Two. This can be, applied
to a number of areas in the life of a
believer. A good reference is found in
1 Timothy 3:2-5: ”Now the overseer
must be above reproach, the husband of’
but one wife, temperate, self-controlled,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach,
not given to drunkenness, not violent
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not
a lover of money.“ He must be
”above reproach.“ He must be
without blame.

The fourth characteristic of an older
man is a strong faith. We are all familiar
with 1 Corinthians 13. That chapter
ends with three virtues: faith, hope,




love. Two of these are mentioned in
our text. Faith and love are so necessary
for all believers. I was reading the
New Testament version known as
The Message, and 1 came across this
translation of Romans 6:11-14: ”That
means you must not give sin a vote in
the way you conduct your lives. Don’t
give it the time of day. Don’t even run
little errands that are connected with
that old way of life. Throw yourself
wholeheartedly and fully remember
you’ve been raised from the dead into
God’s way of doing things. Sin can’t
tell you how to live. After all, you’re
not living under that old tyranny any
longer. You’re living in the freedom of
God.“ We do have an old sin nature and
we still have to battle against those old
passions and desires. But as believers
we learn to say ”no!“

What part of ”no!“ is it that you
don’t understand? Some time ago
there was a billboard in the Chicago
areca that asked, ”What part of
the Ten Commandments don’t you
understand?“ Most of us are familiar
with the ”10,“ and there are some
that are very familiar such as ”honor
your father and mother; you shall not
murder, or commit adultery, or covet
your neighbor’s possessions, especially
his wife; you shall not steal, etc. It’s
knowing these truths that should keep
us in line. Consider verse 12: It
teaches us to say ”No*“ to ungodliness
and worldly passions.“ What teaches
us to say “no“? The ”It“ here is the
grace of God - it is the grace of God
that teaches us to say no to these
things. It not only teaches us that
but also everything else pertaining to
the Christian life. How are we saved?
Ephesians 2:8-9 says, ”For it is by
grace you have been saved.“ By grace.
”QGrace” is mentioned 123 times in the
New Testament I think we could say
that the fruits of the Spirit are all grace
gifts. God has given us grace upon
grace. Paul opens most of his letters
by saying ”Grace and peace to you
from God our Father.“ Because of the
Lord’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail. They
are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness. I say to myself, “The Lord
is my portion; therefore I will wait for
him (Lam. 3:22-24).” «

Remember sound doctrine demands
right behavior of all believers regardless
of age, gender or position.

Older men, as leaders, were to be
moral and spiritual examples, temperate
rather than being lazy gluttons as were the
Cretans (1:12). These older believers were
to be responsible and sensible.

The same moral standards were applied
to women as to men...not be slanderers.
Slanderous talk and demeaning gossip
were not to be tolerated. This was
thought to be a common vice among
Cretan women, of course not among
Baptist women!

The older women were to train their
daughters to love their husbands. How
were they to do that? By example!
The younger women were to love their
husbands just as husbands are exhorted
to love their wives. Ephesians 5:25
says, ”"Husbands, love your wives, just
as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her.“

Verse 5 gives the reason for this
kind of living. What does it say? To be
self-controlled and pure, to be busy at
home. to be kind, and to be subject
to their husbands, so that no one will
malign the word of God.“ This indicates
Paul’s deep spiritual concern behind these
cthical instructions.

In this list of characteristics is the idea
that the elders would be responsible for
teaching others. The fact that Titus was
to teach this doctrine indicates that age in
itself is not a means of Christian maturity.
Go to the very first verse of this book
and what do you find? You see that
knowledge leads to godliness. You can’t
grow as a believer without knowing the
Word, and that we must be taught.
Now consider 2:1: ”You must teach
sound doctrine.

In talking about spiritual gifts, Paul
said in Ephesians 4:11-12, ”It was he
who gave some to be apostles, some
to be prophets, some to be evangelists,
and some to be pastors and teachers,
to prepare God’s people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may
be built up.“ God gave gifts to believers
in order to prepare for God a people
for works of service. In the various gifts
listed in Ephesians, the gift as pastor and
teacher is not two gifts but one. It is
pastor teacher - not pastor and teacher.
So the major responsibility of the pastor

is to,teach the Word of God. It secems
to me that today teaching is a greatly
neglected part of the ministry. The
pastor does everything else but. I know
a little bit about that since I was a
pastor for about 50 years. The gifts
mentioned in verse 11 are for the
purpose of training God’s people for
Christian life so that the body of Christ
may be built up (Eph. 4:16). ”From
him the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself up in love,
as each part does its work.“ Spiritual
gifts are for the body, the church.
?Built up“ reflects the imagery found
in Ephesians 2:19-22:

”Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens
with God’s people and members
of God’s household, built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone. In him the whole building
is joined together and rises to become
a holy temple in the Lord. And in him
you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives
by his Spirit.“ Today the believer knows
more about the Word than the pastor
and I wonder why? Is it because the
people put so much responsibility on
the pastor’s shoulders that he doesn’t
have time to study. He has to attend
board meetings, conduct services, and
attend denominational meetings as well
as ecumenical meetings. He must visit
the sick, minister to the bereaved,

conduct funeral services as well
as wedding services, etc. On and
on we go.

When I was called to Scranton Road
Baptist Church in Cleveland, I had four
services on Sunday, two in the morning
and two in the evening, and two
mid-week services: one on Wednesday
and one on Thursday, plus all the other
responsibilities. I had to learn Slovak,
so I would write out my sermons and
take them to the ”Farar“...a Slovak
Lutheran minister who would correct
them. I did that for a number of years.
I eventually left Cleveland and I
hope you can understand why. But
it was a good experience and I am
not sorry that I learned the Slovak
language correctly.

5" Continues on page 17
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Text: Tit. 1,1: ,,Pavel, sluha Bozi a apostol
Jezisa Krista podla viery vyvolenych BoZich
a podla zndmosti pravdy, pravdy podla poboz-
nosti...”

it. 2,11-14: ,Lebo sa zjavila milost

BoZzia, spasitelnd vsetkym ludom,

ktord nds vyucuje, aby sme sa

odriekli bezbozZnosti a svetskych

Ziadosti a aby sme rozumne a spra-

vodlive a pobozZne Zili a tomto svete, ocakdvajiic

blahoslavenu nddej a zjavenie sldavy velikého

Boha a ndsho Spasitela Krista JezZisa, ktory

sa vydal za nds, aby nds vykupil zo vsetkej

nepravosti a ocistil sebe lud zvldstny, horliaci
konat dobré skutky.”

Bez znamosti nie moZna existencia
Cloveka Kazdy Clovek sa snazi ziskaf vedo-
mosti, alebo znamosti v o mozno najSirSom
zmysle. Preto mame S§koly. Kedysi, ked
neboli §koly, tak Iudia, ktori mali bohaté
skusenosti vyucovali podla nich druhych.
Najprv otec a matka svoje deti, neskor mudri
a vzdelani ludia organizovali §koly. Zidia
mali synagogy, kde vyucovali Pismu, zakonu
MojziSovu. Dnes mame tolko Skol, Ze ich
tazko spocitat, ale nestaci mat nejaké Skoly.
Rozumni Iudia chcu dobré Skoly, kde sa uci
nielen vedomost, ale sa cviCi a vypestovava
charakter ¢loveka Zaujimavé je, Ze kazdy
i hrieSny clovek, chce poznat pravdu,
aby vedel, ako ma dobre a rozumne Zif
S polutovanim musime povedat, Ze nie
vSetky §koly sa o to snaZia. najvac§im
podvodom a lZou je, Ze kazdy ma svoju
pravdu. Dokonca v niektorych krajinach
maju noviny, ktoré volaju Pravda, ale v nich
nachadzame aj mnoho nepravdy (1Zi a pod-
vodu). vela Tudi sa snazi hladaf pravdu
na zlom mieste a v zlych knihach. Poznat
skuto¢nu pravdu je obrovsky zisk. Pan Jezis
hovoril o sebe: ,Ja som td cesta i pravda
i Zivot, nikto neprichddza k Otcovi len skrze
mna” (Jan 14,6)
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Znamost pravdy,

ktora vedie k poboznosti
Jozef Hodul
Epistola Titovi

Na inom mieste
povedal Pan Jezis:
~Mnoho mdm o vas hovo-
rit a sudit vds, ale ten,
ktory ma poslal, je prav-
divy a ja co som pocul,
hovorim svetu.” (Jan
8,26) Dalej v. 30-31
. Ked'takto hovoril, mnohi
v neho uverili, I riekol
Jezis Zidom, ktori uverili;

Ak vy zostanete v mojom slove, ste v pravde
moji ucenici A pozndte pravdu a pravda vds
vyslobodi.”

Ked sme tiez uverili a vieme, Ze tou
pravdou je sam Pan JeZis, tymto sme ziskali
znamost, alebo vedomost, ktora nas vedie
ku slobode a ve¢nému Zivotu. Vidime tu
nasledovnost, ktora smeruje k poboznému
a posvatnému Zivotu. Prava znamost—vedie
k poznaniu skuto¢nej pravdy, ktora vedie
k pobozZnosti. Mali by sme vsetci mat ciel
dosiahnuf s pomocou pretvarujucej moci
Ducha svétého taky charakter, ktory by sa
mohol volat poboZnym charakterom. Mame
mnoho biblickych prikladov poboznych Tudi,
ktoré by nam mohli byt voditkom.

Epistola Titovi, je kratka, iba 3 kapitoly,
ale je plna navodov a povzbudeni od apostola
Pavla k tomu, aby sme mohli zit posviteny
a pobozny zivot. V prvej a druhej kapitole,
ktoré sa nazyvaju pastoralne hovori Pavel,
aki maju byt biskupi a sluZobnici Bozi. Maju
byt vzorom i Titus v konani dobrych skutkov.
Pohnttkou k tomu ma byt iba milost Bozia,
ktora sa zjavila v Panu JeziSovi a priniesla
nam spasenie. Mame sa vsetci horlive snaZit,
konat dobré skutky preto, aby Iudia chvalili
Pana Boha a nie na svoju chvalu. Toto je
zdoraznené 6 krat v 2,7 a 14, v 3,1 a 5, 8,
14 verSoch.

Teda pobozny zivot radostného a poslus-
ného krestana, ktory je plny dobrych skutkov.
ktoré v nas posobi Duch svity a ktoré
boli pre nas prichystané od vekov Panom
Bohom.

Slovo Bozie, hovori tiez o odplate, alebo
odmene za dobré skutky. Je zaujimavé, Ze
my vlastne nemame Ziadnu zasluhu na tom,

Ze koname dobré skutky.
Iba ak to, zZe sa poslusne
podrobime Duchu sva-
tému, ktory skrze nas
kona. Tu sme znovu
a znovu pri koreni vSet-
kého a to je poslusnost
Bez poslusnosti
vo¢i Panu Bohu nemé-
Zeme robit dobre, iba zle.
I ked' to vyzera v oc¢iach
Tudi, ze sme dobri, v o¢iach Bozich sme
dobri iba vtedy, ked sme mu poslusni.
Predovsetkym poslus$ni toho, o nam hovori
Bozie slovo. Preto je dolezité, aby sme boli
neustale v Jeho slove, ktoré nam dava tie
najlepSie rady do Zivota. Ti, ktori si denne
necitaju Bibliu prichadzaju do nebespecia,
ze budu konat skutky, ktoré nie s v ofiach
Bozich dobré. A kto necini dobre, ma
hriech.
Prvi list Timoteovi je epiStolou poboz-
nosti. Je tu spomenuta poboznost 9 krat.
1. V kap. 2,1-2: , Predovsetkym teda napomi-
nam, aby sa diali prosby, modlitby, primluvy
a dakovania za vsetkych ludi, za krdlov a za
vSetkych vysokopostavenych, aby sme tichym
spokojnym Zivotom Zili v tiplnej poboZnosti
a statocnosti”
2.V 2,9-10: ,Podobne, aby sa Zeny cudne
a zdrzanlivo ozdobovali slusnym odevom, nie
umelym icesom a zlatom, perlami, alebo
drahocennym riichom, ale dobrymi skutkami,
ako sa slusi na Zeny, ktoré sa prizndvaju
k pobozZnosti.”
3.V 2,16: ,V pravde velkym tajomstvom
poboZnosti je. On, ktory sa zjavil v tele,
ospravedIneny bol v Duchu, zjavil sa anjelom,
zvestovany bol ndrodom, uverili v Neho vo
svete, vzaty bol v slavu.”
4.a5.V4,7. ,Svetské a babské bajky zavrhuj,
ale cvi¢ sa v poboZnosti; telesne cvicenie
totiz malo osozi, ale poboznost je na vsetko
uzitocna”
6.V 5,4: , Ak vsak niektord vdova ma dietky,
alebo vniicatad, tieto nech sa naucia v poboznej
uicte mat predne svoj dom a odvdacovat sa
svojim predkom, lebo to je prijemné Bohu.”
7.V 6,3: ,Ak niekto iné uci a nepristupuje
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k zdravym reciam a nasom Pdnovi JeZisovi
Kristu a k uceniu, ktoré zodpovedd poboznosti,
Jje naduty...”
8.V 6,6: ,4 poboznost so spokojonostou je
skutocné velikym ziskom.”
9.V 6,11: ,Ty vsak clovece Bozi pred takymi
(zlymi) vecami utekaj a snaz sa za spravedli-
vostou, pobozZnostou, vierou.”

Ked sa pozrieme do vyznamu Cisla devat,
tak vidime, Ze je to posledné Cislo ako jedna
Cislica. Je to teda Cislo, ktoré nam poukazuje

faza vo vybruseni ludského charakteru
je poboznost. Ef. 5,22 Citame, Ze ovocie
ducha je: laska, radost, pokoj, zhovievavost,
neznost, dobrotivost, vernost, krotkost,
zdrzanlivost. Devat vlastnosti, ktoré by mal
mat vypestované kazdy krestan.

Dalej vidime, Ze v 1. Kor. 12,8-10 je
vymenovanych devidt darov Ducha: slovo
mudrosti, slovo znamosti, viera, uzdravova-
nie, robenie zazrakov, proroctva, rozozna-
vanie duchov, rozne jazyky a vykladanie

Cislo devit teda poukazuje na koniec
Cloveka a jeho prac.

Vieme, ze kazdy Clovek musi telesne
zomret a Slovo Bozie hovori, Ze duch odide
spat k Bohu a vieraci Clovek si oddychne
od vSetkych prac. Teda aj skutkov, ktoré
konal.

Zaujimavé je to, Ze budeme odmeneni
za skutky, ktoré sme konali v zmocneni
Ducha svitého. Je na nas, ako daleko sa
podrobime, aby nas charakter sa podobal

na koniec. Mdzeme povedat, Ze koneCna | jazykov.

JeziSovmu. [

Warriors’ Code of Survival ... Continues from page 21

God and He delivered me once again. I was able to keep my
focus on God, not myself. This choice hindered my friendship
with this dear woman, who helped me come along so much
with Christ. I went forth with Christ and He eventually
brought peace between her and me.

My pastor, Pastor Bill Rotar, approached me in
mid-November of 1997 about taking the youth director’s
position. He claimed God was revealing me to him. I was
about to go to Las Vegas to see a boxing match between
Evander Holyfield and Michael Moorer, a trip I had booked
B.C.(Before Christ). 1 told him that I would pray about it and
I did. In Las Vegas I knew God was speaking as I attended
a Christian revival held by Evander Holyfield. 1 prayed all
weekend and God gave me peace about the position. 1 was
able to avoid all the temptations of Sin City, a place I had loved
and known well. Thanks to God’s incredible strength and the
Holy Spirit’s guidance, I came home and took the position,
and God has truly blessed me beyond what I could ever have
imagined. Three years later, I have seen God move powerfully
in my life, the lives of others and the youth ministry, though
not without a fight, nor a struggle. Every day is a war,
every day is a challenge, every day is tough, and every day
I’m blessed. In Christ I’ve learned how to develop a strong
mentality based upon the awesome power of God in my life.
I’ve learned to yield to the Holy Spirit, knowing that no matter
what comes my way I will stand, because a Warrior never quits.
I have been blessed to receive my ex-wife back into my life, first
by seeing her accept Christ as her Savior, and next by seeing
God restore us in a relationship. We stand about a month away
from remarrying, and this time in Christ. I’ve seen a youth
ministry grow and develop in three years from a group of three
girls to an awesome teen worship service full of many young
people. I’ve seen lives changed, hearts transformed, and images
conformed “to Christ. I have literally seen and felt God move
mountains, and it’s awesome and wonderful“but never without
a fight, never without a battle. My youth group adopted the
name ”Warriors for Christ“ a year ago, and it fits not only this
ministry, but also the life of any true believer, for the battle
is fierce and the enemy is strong. But Our Lord has given
us the ability to overcome the world and the enemy through
Him, with Him, and in Him.

Every warrior for Christ must be strong daily in God’s
mighty power, in full armor. First, a warrior must put on the
sturdy belt of truth, which comes from God’s word and His
promises, given to all who are His. A warrior must also put
on the body armor of God’s righteousness, as a shield from all
the enemy’s lies, temptations, and insults. For shoes, a warrior
must put on the peace that comes from the good news, to be
fully prepared when the enemy tries to steal away peace through
storms and trials. A warrior’s peace must be the peace that
comes from Christ Jesus, which surpasses all understanding,
and a warrior’s faith must be a shield, stopping fiery arrows. If
our shield of faith is weak, then those arrows will pierce us and
weaken us. Next, the warrior for Christ must wear the helmet
of salvation, the assured grace through faith in Christ, along
with the sword of the Holy Spirit in hand, which is God’s
word, the Holy Bible, which all warriors must know and carry
in their hearts at all times. And finally, every true warrior must
pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy
Spirit, being strong and filled by Christ.

I’ve seen good and I’ve seen bad, I’ve had ups and downs,
but through it all T believe the apostle Paul sums it up best in
2 Corinthians 6:9-10. ”We are all well known, but treated as
unknown. We live close to death, but here we are, still
alive. We have been beaten within an inch of our lives.
Our hearts ache, but we always have joy. We are poor,
but we give spiritual riches to others. We own nothing
and yet have everything.“

I would like to close this article with one challenge to all of
you who may be reading this and currently in a struggle or a
battle. Don’t give up, never quit, keep the faith, while pressing
onward toward the goal of heaven, with the excitement and joy
you had when you first believed. Don’t become defeated or
weakened because of the battle. Remember that without some
war to fight, the warrior may as well be dead. So be strong in
the might and power of the everliving God, knowing He will
be with you until the end of the age.

?I can do all thing in Christ which strenghthens
me.“ Phil 4:13
Mike  Sposetti, Youth Pastor Christ Community Church,
Campbell, Ohio

a
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Rev. Joseph and Olga Zajicek

oseph was born into a Baptist
home on September 17,
1904, in the village of
Mirotin, which at that
time belonged to Russia
but later became part of Poland. In
his childhood he was brought up
in the home of his grandmother
in the village of Boratin, where
he attended public school. His
grandmother taught Joseph to read
the Bible daily, the best training,
and after public school, his father
sent him to high school in the city
of Zdolbunow, where he studied
for four years. The war hindered
further education, and then too,
he was needed at home.
Joseph was converted at the age of fourteen during
a spiritual awakening that brought thirty young people
to Christ and to baptismal waters. At eighteen
he was elected president of the young people’s
group. Giving evidence of missionary ability, he was

Minitonas 1938

encouraged to attend seminary.

In 1925 he married Olga Cap, who had been born
on October 13, 1906, to William and Maria Cap.
Ogla was the first girl in their community to attend
college and become a teacher.

In 1930 Joseph studied at the Czechoslovak Baptist
Seminary in Prague, and after graduation he returned
home and helped in his own church in Mirotin and
vicinity. While he was away in Prague, Olga stayed
home and, with the help of her parents, ran the
farm. Their daughter Doreen was born, and then
a son, George. In 1937 they moved to Canada.

Joseph and Olga on their 50"
Wedding Anniversary, April 1975

They entered mission work in Minitonas,
Manitoba. Joseph taught Czech to the
children each Saturday. In 1938 Joseph was
ordained for the ministry.

Memories
Mother often spoke of Minitonas as
being a wonderful place to live, as the folk
there were loving, supportive, and giving.
Everyone worked with and helped each
other. I remember the story of the 1937
Plymouth car being driven back from
Winnipeg on a rainy day. Roads were
muddy and Dad, the first time behind the
wheel of a car, slid into a ditch. Luckily
a farmer on his tractor nearby pulled him
out. Then Dad, not being used to the gears
as yet, promptly reversed it back into the ditch! Seems
that another farmer driving his tractor for the first time
didn’t know how to stop it...finally driving it into a hay
stack...anyone identify with that? Many happy times with
friends and family in Minitonas.
In November 1938, Joseph was contacted by Frank Dojacek
of the Winnipeg church, who presented the urgent need for a
pastor in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Joseph’s coming brought a new
era into the church, for he took his work to heart and
made steady advancement. His ministry included not only

Minitonas 1937

Winnipeg but also Rosewood, Morden, Dominion City,
Meleb, LaSalle and Cloverleaf. All these areas were visited by
this missionary-minded servant of God. Olga taught Sunday
school, and played the piano when needed. In Winnipeg their

14
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daughter Esther was born.

In 1944 the move was made to Toronto. Members and
friends lived in all parts of the city, as well as in the surrounding
towns and on farms. The church grew and the mission field
expanded. Joseph and Olga travelled to various outlying areas,
including the group that was meeting in Oshawa. Services
were held occasionally in Hamilton, Battawa, and Vinemount
near Hamilton. Olga taught Sunday school, used her beautiful
voice in the choir and as a soloist, and worked with the ladies’
missionary group. Olga also wrote articles for Glorious Hope.
Among the happy events of this period were a number
of marriages. Many Sunday afternoons were spent on
the farms with the youth playing volleyball, and the
younger set, kick the can. Joseph and Olga were blessed
with many dear friends.

In 1949 they returned to Winnipeg where there were many
new families coming into Canada. Much time was taken
up with helping these folk find homes and work. Often
our home was a stop- over for those waiting for their
apartments to be ready. Mother always had a meal ready
for those who stopped in.

From Winnipeg on to Montreal, Quebec, where once again
my parents devoted much effort to giving practical aid to
newly arrived immigrants. The services were held in one area
of a large Baptist Church in the city where a small group of

Zajicek family in Toronto

faithful people met. The home was once again open for those
who needed a place to stay for a short time before getting
established and finding jobs.

In 1954 the move was made to Windsor, Ontario. A
number of members lived in the smaller towns, such as Harrow,
Kingsville, and Leamington, and these folks were visited often
by Joseph and Olga. In Windsor, with God’s help, Joseph
organized the building of Grace Baptist Church. This was

a wonderful experience not only for the ”older“
members of the congregation, but also for the youth,
who brought in money for the building fund by selling
bricks (made of paper). Many of the congregation
worked all day and into the night to accomplish the
task of building this church. Those who I vividly
remember working with Dad were John K. Gazo,
Walter Glajch, Adam Gut, Paul Ozdan, John Sramo,
V. Zahradnicek, as well as many, many others who gave

o

Winnipeg—Manitoba 1951

much of their time to this labour of love.

In 1971 Joseph retired from pastoral responsibilities,
but God again gave him the opportunity to use his
spiritual gifts, through Christian radio broadcasting
from Leamington, Ontario. God had prepared a
very gifted helper through Olga, who assisted in
many areas of the ministry.

The Lord called Dad home to glory on January
19, 1980, and Mother on July 15, 1987. I am closing
with the following scripture, which Mother would
quote in her letters to us:

Philippians 1:3-6 reads: I thank my God upon
every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of
mine for you all making request with you, for your
fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;
being confident of this very thing that he which
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ.

We are thankful for the memory of Mother and
Dad, who were not only two of the founding members
of the Convention but firstly, wonderful, godly
parents, who loved their children and grandchildren
and gave of themselves to them.

Esther Tarr

My thanks to those who helped me with this: my husband
Harry, my sister Doreen, information from the arvticle in
Glorious Hope written in March of 1996 by Milos Sol,
Jr, and transinted by Bill Springle, and also part of
the article  in the book Czechoslovak Baptists, written in
1941 by Vaclay Vosta, Th.D. a
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Dear friends in Christ,
Akron, Ohio, Jan. 16,
2001
Find enclosed my
check for the publishing and
mailing of Glorious Hope.
It was a blessing to my
mother for years and now to
me. Praying God'’s very best
for this work.
In His Name, Sabina Cook
B

Dear friends, Addison, lllinois, January 17, 2001
Enclosed is a check in memory of Michael Sivulka from
his brother Nicholas Andrews and family.
B
To Glorious Hope readers, Chicago, lllinois
Enclosed you'll find a gift in memory of my family -
The Djeska and Siska.
God bless you all, Elaine La Miaux
B
Cleveland, Ohio
Dear Czechoslovak Baptist Convention,
This is a gift in memory of my two darling sisters,
Bessie (Gabor Medel) and Ruth'(Oestreicher).
God bless you in 2001, Ester and Bill Widlicka
B

Dear Vera, Florida, December 22, 2000
Thank you for the sympathy card. My sister Margaret
is the only sibling | have. The last time [ visited
Masaryktown (Florida) was 1977 with my mother and
niece. Miss Macko was the only one we visited. | do not
think | knew Mrs. Nemec.
[ am sending this gift in memory of my brother-in-law
Andrew Chipka.
Sincerely, George Pilat
B

La Verne, California, December 27, 2000
Dear George,

The enclosed check is sent from my Dad’s trust as his
request before his death.

Please apply it to whatever account you feel would
be the most beneficial to the ongoing ministry of the
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention.

We love and pray for you all.

In Jesus,
Judy Sivulka Shoff and the Michael Sivulka family
B

Dear Marija and George,
thank you for your very dedicated work for the
Convention. This year I am sharing my monthly letter

RN 1.0

sent to 50 of my family. You are a part of my "family of
God.“ I am sorry that my continuing failing health limits my
activities pretty much locally. In times like these, may the
"Prince of Peace“ grant us joy and peace as we celebrate
God becoming a man to save us.

In November, about half of Americans voted for a
presidential candidate who openly approved of mothers
being legally allowed to choose to have their pre-born
babies killed. This candidate also approved of granting
rights to homosexuals that God considers an abomination
(Lev. 18:22; Rom. 1:26,27,32 etc.)

The Bible says, "The spirit is willing, but (my) flesh is
weak-(er)...“ The head still says, "Go,“ but the feet say (even
louder), "No!“ I find myself talking to myself, even when |
drive at night, and my language is not very complimentary
as | address my wife’s husband with such remarks as,
"That ‘wasn’t very smart,” or even more bluntly, "You
should double your accident insurance without delay!“ I
particularly do not like to drive in rainy weather or when
it snows. Even mu "Uncle Sam,“ who treats me well each
month with checks, insists that I take a driver’s test every
year. | think he knows something I'm learning by experience,
and hopefully not by ”"the hard way.

I was wandering how to illustrate Christ’s humbling
Himself in the incarnation. T visualized myself as being a
person walking down a dirt path and noticing an ant hill
right in the middle of the path and wishing that somehow [
could tell those ants they were on a path so self-destruction.
"Now it was only an ant, | could tell them!* ...and thus
the Almighty God of the universe became an "ant“ (in
sense) so that He could warn and save us from self-kill!
He "humbled Himself“ becoming one of us to rescue us
from death. Now, that’s love!

| was walking at the mall the other day (for exercise),
and got really frustrated. Everybody was passing me, and
I was getting an inferiority complex! Then [ realized my
problem was not a "complex,“ but | was really inferior!
I remembered that when | was teen [ could run a mile
in less than 5 minutes, but now | couldn’t even shuffle
a mile...period! That’s humbling! Makes me think of that
verse in John 15, where it says: "Without Me you can do
nothing! (v.5). Acts 17:28 corroborates: "In Him we live and
move and have our being.“ Life, movement, and being are
all gifts from the creator of all men. I still have life and
being, but not much movement!

Humbling is good for us; when we are down, there’s no
place to look but UP! Paul did, saying, "When | am weak,
then [ am strong,“ and Christ says earlier, "My strength is
made perfects in weakness“ (2 Cor. 12:10,9). In my later
years | am "learning to learn“ more and more on those
strong, everlasting arms that are underneath and around
me. Thank you God for humility!

John Karenko
bd
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November 7, 2000

Drahé Sestra v Panu Vera Dors. Srde¢ne vés vsetkych
pozdravujem a prajem vam od nasho Pana mnoho milosti,
zdravia a pozehnania, ktory nés tak miloval, Ze sa obetoval
za nase hriechy aby néas vykupil. V Nem méame mnoho zaslu-
benia v BoZom slove, ktoré nas posiliiuje na ceste za nasim
Panom. Lebo On je mojou skalou a mojim spasenim, mojim
vysokym hradom a mojim pomocnikom vo vSetkom. Vdaka
Panu, Ze méme mnoho zaslibenia v BoZzom Slove, ktoré nas
posiliiuje na ceste za nasim Panom.

Prikladam $ek na pomoc na Slavnu nadej. Dakujem Vam
za ¢lanok ktory ste udali.

Kladem Véas do BozZej ochrany, i sama sebe.

V laske ostavam, sestra Mary Hogh
b

Mily Jifi, mila Marie, Karlovy Vary 18.12.2000
srde¢né vas zdravime v ldsce naseho Pana a Spasitele
Jezise Krista.

Dékujeme za zasilani Slavné nadé&je. Je tam vzdy néco, co
nas oslovi, potési i povzbudi. Zaroven nés to pfiblizuje k vdam
do doby nasi navstévy u vas v roce 1990. Ani se ndm nechce
Vé&fit, Ze to bylo pfed deseti lety. Jsme vdééni Panu i vam, ze
nam to bylo umoznéno.

Prfejeme vam i celé konvenci radostné proziti vanoc¢nich
svatkl a v pristim roce nového milénia at vdm Péan Blih Zehna
a jste obklopeni jeho laskou a pfizni.

V lasce za bratry Pospisilovy Zdenék Pospisil
b

Kosice, Slovensko

Prijmite mo6j srde¢ny pozdrav a uprimné podakovanie za
Vasu laskavost s starostlivost, ktorti mi prejavujete zasielanim
Véasho casopisu.

S vdaénostou myslim na Vas vo svojich modlitbach. Oso-
bitne teraz, na Vianoce, ked slavime sviatky Narodenie Pana
a Jeho prvy prichod na nasu zem, Vam prajem, aby tato
jubilejna oslava bola pre Véas vsetkych plna Zivej radosti a
nadeje i znamenim ocekavania na osobné stretnutie s Kris-
tom v plnosti ¢asov.

S vdac¢nostou a s pozehnanim Jozef Korem

a
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Bible Study ««« Continues from page 11

The grace of God has appeared to all men. It has
made salvation available to all men. It is likewise God’s
grace that enables believers to live godly and upright lives
while waiting for the Lord’s return. It was the return of
the Lord that became the core of Titus’s authoritative
teaching. The fact that salvation extended to slaves who
were employed by Roman citizens is good proof that the
grace of God had been offered to all men (2:12). Not
only does the grace of God contribute to our salvation
but it also teaches us to live godly lives in the present
world. It is because of this grace that believers are able to
live God-honoring, self-controlled lives.

Self-control would be impossible apart from the grace
of God and the power of the Holy Spirit alive within the
believer. It is my belief that the believer has two natures,
a natural sinful nature and a divine nature. These two are
in conflict, as James 4:1 tells us: ”What causes fights and
quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires
that battle within you?“ Also consider I Peter 2:11,
which says, ”I urge you ...to abstain from sinful desires,
which war against your soul.“ So, as believers we
fight against fleshly desires.

There are a couple of other things that need to be
mentioned in this chapter. One is the ”blessed hope*
which has to do with the return of Christ, and the
other is the price of our redemption, what it actually
cost Christ to redeem us.

Paul reminded Titus of the ”blessed hope“ that is the
second coming of Jesus Christ (v.13). While the time of
His appearing is unknown, the certainty of the event is
brilliantly revealed in the Word of God. Christ’s return
will put an end to all forms of evil. The believer has
been purified by the blood of Christ and is thereby
a special kind of person. He has been purified by the
blood of Christ. By their actions, works or behavior,
believers provide a shining light to the powers of
darkness in the world.

Christ paid a tremendous price for our salvation
(2:14): ” (he) gave himself for us to redeem us from
all wickedness “ Redeem means to purchase our release
from the captivity of sin with a ransom. The ransom was
the price a man paid for the release of a slave under the
Roman economy. Mark 10:45 says, ”The Son of Man
came...to give His life as a ransom for many.“ This verse
gives both the motive and the basis for our salvation.
Jesus paid a ransom““His blood, His life“a ransom for us,
because we could not pay it ourselves.

As Peter says (I Peter 1:18,19), "We were not
redeemed with perishable things such as silver and
gold...but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb
without blemish or defect.“ So, by God’s grace we
are enabled to live godly and upright lives while
we wait for the return of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Amen.

O
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Grace Baptist Church—Windsor, ON

er a busy and blessed

fall season we

are now into

the new vyear.

Winter came

upon Windsor at the end

of November and decided

to stay, which is a departure

from recent history. I think

we got used to mild winters

with intermittent cold snaps

just to remind us it was

winter. We haven’t needed

any reminding this year.
Brrr!

Our fall children’s camp at Point Pelee was a great time
in God’s out-of-doors. We hadn’t been able to have a fall
camp for a number of years due to the closing of the old
Camp Henry, but this year the new facilities were open and
we ventured forth. About thirty-seven persons enjoyed camp
food, hiking, devotions, and sitting around the campfire.
Some even had a special lesson in the skill of building a
campfire. A happy, tired group laid themselves down to
sleep when they got home.

Many of the children at the camp were from the community
surrounding the church and have been coming lately to a
Tuesday after-school drop-in at the church and to Pioneer
Clubs on Wednesday nights. Some have been coming to
Sunday School and church as well. We thank God for this

Rev. Stan Mantle

open door he has given us and for the volunteers who weekly
rise to the challenge of loving and teaching these precious
children. Pray for wisdom and strength for our leaders
that they may be able to show and introduce Christ
to the children. More labourers for the harvest is a
continuing need as well.

In December the parents of the community children were
invited to come with the children for a Christmas dinner.
It was a marvelous feast with people from the church and
the community sitting down to enjoy a meal together in
celebration of the birth of Christ. The local public school also
came and participated in two Advent services. As this was the
third year we have done this, it is becoming a community
tradition. We are so glad to have this opportunity. What
a joy to see the church full of the faces of children excited
with holiday anticipation, hearing about and celebrating the
true meaning of Christmas.

In December also we rejoiced to observe the baptism
of George Kovac by Rev. Vlado Canji. George had been
attending Grace for some time but it was in August during
special Slavic services with visitors from Eastern Europe that
the Holy Spirit touched his heart through the preaching
of the gospel. George professed faith in Christ as his
Saviour and we have happily witnessed since then the
joy of the Lord in his life.

Now the new year stretches before us. It is snowing
once again as I look out of my office window, but I
know that spring is coming with wonderful new evidences
of the intriguing, irresistible, power of life in Jesus
Christ. Blessings to all our friends in the Czechoslovak
Baptist Convention.

Rev. Stan Mantle
(|

Baptist World Alliance ... Continues from page 3

and the call for racial justice are empty phrases devoid
of significant Biblical content. And thus losing the center,
our churches become empty, our faithful lose heart and
centrifugal disintegration begins.

If Christ is not the center, the consequences are obvious:
all our new, beautiful buildings will become empty museums
of past dreams. All our politically correct crusades for social
justice will become records of empty phrases. All our mission
and evangelistic efforts will become witnesses to imperialist
and colonial philosophies. Losing the center, people will
drift away, unity will be dissipated, and indeed centrifugal
disintegration will have taken place! Let’s pray in this
year that Baptists worldwide will open themselves to
the movement of the Holy Spirit who enables us to
center on one thing most needful, on confessing Jesus
as Lord of all of life!

a

Banka jménem Laska ... pokracovani ze strany 3

at je dnes také podil tv(j
vloZen do banky nejdrazsi.
Do té jenz nese jméno Laska,
a vira s nadéji jsou jeji spolecnice.
Tak déle neceke;j,
neb nikde jinde
nedostanes vice.
Zde na nejvyssi trok dano.
Na zivot!
I na ten tvij!
Tak vstup
a nelituj!
Té bance jménem Laska véf,
a svér ji cely majetek,
i dam,
i cely Zivot svdj.

a
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Ruth Oestreicher
August 1918—Ortober 11, 2000

uth Oestreicher was born in

Chicago in August 1918.

She was the second-born

daughter of Rev. Charles

and Bessic Bohatec.

During the Depression Ruth quit

high school early and went to work

in her father’s tailor shop, and she

earned her high school diploma by

taking night classes. By then she

was already dating Roy, who was
attending junior college.

Shortly after Roy and Ruth were
married in 1940 Roy was sent
to serve in World War 1I in the
Philippines, but fortunately he never saw combat.
Their first child, Sharon, was born in 1944 while
Roy was away in training.

Ruth is remembered by many for her devoted service
as a junior leader at Lawndale Emanuel Baptist Church in
Chicago and as an Awana leader for high schools. Ruth
and Roy opened their home to countless young people,
usually hosting singspiration evenings and sleep-overs.
Ruth later continued her work with Awana at Village
Gospel Center, devoting herself to helping young people.
It would be hard to count how many miles she drove
taking kids back and forth from church and Awana
club meetings. Ruth and Roy were also devoted
to Camp Sun-Chi-Win in Michigan. During summer
camp sessions Ruth worked as a cook and later
served as camp manager.

In 1966 Ruth’s husband died unexpectedly while
working at the camp. Ruth then followed in Roy’s
footsteps, taking over the business Roy had started,
learning to manage seven employees. Her colleagues often
commented that she was one of the most upright and
honest business people they knew. After she retired in
1981 she remained very active. She tutored prisoners at
Cook County Jail and worked at Faith Chapel every week,
answering mail from underserved nations.

She was an adventurous traveler, visiting her daughter
Sharon and husband Carl where they served as Wycliffe
Bible translators in Nepal in a primitive mountain village,
and then later visiting them in Saudi Arabia, Mexico and
England. Ruth and Roy had always planned to become
missionaries in a foreign country. While that did not come
to pass, Roy was called in establishing New Tribes Mission.
There is no doubt that Ruth’s dream was realized right
at home by supporting missionaries in many countries
and by opening her home to any who might need

a place to stay. Her heart was
also with the Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention.

Ruth was a loving grandmother
of six and a beloved sister of
Bessie Gabor Medel (deceased) and
Ester Widlicka.

Some of Ruth’s toughest battles
were fought during the last years of
her life, when her body began to fail
and she endured a series of seemingly
endless surgeries. Her final battle
lasted about a week, of which she may not have been completely
aware as she became less responsive in her hospital bed. But on
the night before she died, a visitor sang ”Amazing Grace that
saved a wretch like me.“ Her children, Wayne, Beverly, and
Sharon, joined in and continued, ”When we’ve been there ten
thousand years, bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to
sing God’s praise, than when we first begun.* She opened her
eyes wide and moved her head back and forth. The next day,
October 11, in the presence of her daughters, Ruth went to
be with the Lord. After sitting with her for about ten minutes,
tears streaming down our faces, we were jolted to reality
when we heard a song coming from the television of the
patient in the next bed, playing ”When the Saints Go
Marching In,“ and we realized at that very moment this saint,
Ruth, was marching in glory.

Sharon Kotapish (daughter)
O

John E. Karenko

Tithing is not ”laying up treasures in heaven.*
It’s simply God’s tax (Leviticus 27:30,32)
and not paying it is “robbing God“ (Malachi
3:8-10), just like not paying taxes we owe
in America is stealing from the government.
Rewards are for special service!

a

MOVING ? ™

Please write to:
Glorious Hope

Rt.4, Box 58D
Philippi, WV 26416 USA
Include your mailing label from a recent
issue of Glorious Hope for faster service.
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Sumnf®&r Camp
Dear Children
Although it is still winter and there is
snow outside, we are already thinking
of our summer camp. All of us like to
go to the convention in Philippi.
This year we are preparing a real
camp for you, with counselors, an
interesting program and lots of games
and activities. Naturally, we’ll also be
having a campfire
Fill out the form (in the insert) and
send it to us as soon as possible (no
later than March 15, 2001).
You can look forward to experiencing
four wonderful days with those who
love our

-
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As part of the
Czechoslovak Baptist
Convention held in
July 2001 in Philippi,
we are planning a
Czechoslovak Baptist ___.
Youth Camp

Lord Jesus Christ, and
you will certainly have many fond I
memories.
|
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A Message
for Children and Youth

part of the Czechoslovak Baptist
QQ Convention held in July 2001 in Philippi,

we are planning a Czechoslovak Baptist

Youth Camp The camp is for children
and youth between the ages of 2 and 30
years. Participants will be divided into groups
according to age (boys and girls separately).
Each age category will have its own counselor.
The groups will be housed in separate suites in
one building along with the counselors.

Program:

Morning:

- Common gathering in the Prayer room
in the chapel

- Bible study in the chapel (according to
age category)

- Games and other activities

Afternoon:
- Swimming and sports

Evening:

- Attend the service in the chapel
- Evening program and games
(Campfire on Saturday )

Organization

Children ages 2-5 will be housed and have
meals with their parents.

In the morning, they will take part in the camp
program and remain with their parents in the
afternoon. During the evening service they will
be in their groups with the counselors.

Children and youth ages 6—18: the groups fall
within the organization of the camp.

They will be housed in groups with their
counselors.

Youth 19 years of age and older are welcome
to take part in the program.

We will send you more information as soon as
we receive your application form.

The official opening of the camp will be on July

e - 4, 2001, in the evening.
A f(,.f,' T -~ The camp will end on Sunday before the
— M ) "-,I banquet. At this time the participants will
[ _ :"-,.E.r ;—L-—qu—_:h- e ) receive their awards. PRS-
| a ¥ o [EN =, - -.—5'-' [ g
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Warriors’ Code of Survival
Mike Sposetti

Be strony in the Lovd’s mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor
so that you will be able to stand firm against all the stvategies
and tricks of the devil. Ephesians 6:10-11

hose words ”Be strong* pierce a warrior’s heart, for

any warrior, no matter what the cause or purpose,

must surely be strong, so these words indeed go

deep. However, those of us who are warriors in the

war for souls should let those words not only run

deep into our hearts, but deeper into our total being“heart,

soul, strength, and mind. For the army we belong to is much

different from the armies of the world: we don’t fight to take

lives, but to save lives. Any person who is out there in today’s

world, who has called upon the name of Jesus Christ as Lord

and personal Savior, has indeed become a warrior. Regardless

of whether you intended to be one or not, once you make

a decision for God’s only begotten son, there simply isn’t a

choice. You’ve just enlisted in God’s army as a warrior for

Christ. And the first thing a new recruit must realize is

that one must be strong in the Lord’s mighty power. All

warriors must be strong; it is the code of survival. However,

a warrior for Christ must not try to be strong alone,
but in the strength of God.

I found out early on as a Christian that our God doesn’t
allow us to quit just because things get hard. When my life
was impacted with trials, testing, and tribulations, I realized
that I wasn’t alone, but that God’s Holy Spirit was there
strengthening me through all the adversity. Through it all, God
will be with us, never to leave or forsake us. I was humbled
by God in the fall of 1997 after a reckless life on a path of
self-destruction. God broke my heart for Jesus Christ and I
received Him into my life one restless night. I discovered the
next day there was something different about me. I was a new
person. I now had a power and peace within me I had never
had before, and it was awesome. My walk with Christ began
super strong as I jumped into God’s word, Bible studies, and
just every opportunity I had to learn about Christ. I was
growing rapidly, but not without attacks. I looked around
and felt the world surrounding me. I had walked away from
everything that was keeping me from God, things like alcohol,
sex, wrong relationships, bad influences, bad temper, and a
bad attitude. Within a week of my acceptance of Christ, the
woman I loved and with whom I had been entrapped in a
sinful relationship began calling me. This really lay heavy upon
me, because my flesh and my heart were so weak, but
I knew that Christ would deliver me as I prayed and
drew nearer to Him. He indeed gave me the strength
not to fall or to be enticed, but to witness and to stand
strong in His mighty power.

Other testings would follow with other attacks from the
enemy. A woman I worked with and was good friends with

started making advances, and though I liked her as a friend, I
would not allow temptation to overcome me. Through prayer
and God’s word, I overcame that temptation. My friends
would try to tell me that I could still love God and live for
Him and have an alcoholic drink, but I stated that my body
was the temple for God’s Holy Spirit, and therefore I must not
violate it. I even got into a strong friendship with a Christian
woman who taught me so much about Christ, Christianity,
and even manners that all Christian men should have. The
enemy would come about again, but this time by trying to take
my focus away from God and onto a relationship. I drew unto

=" Continues on page 13
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TEENS!

Your Help Is Needed

To be able to carry out our plans
for the camp as part of the
convention, we need at least
10 volunteers for the children
and youth, for the following age
groups: 2-3 years, 4-5 years,
6-8 years, 9-11 years, 12-14
years, 15-18 years, 19 years
and older.
The camp will last for four days,
from July 4 to July 8.
Please fill out the attached
application forms, and send
them ASAP to the address of
the editorial staff along with a
letter of recommendation from
your pastor.

Natasha Legierski
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here was a wonderful old chorus that I can
remember singing on Sunday evenings
at Brookfield Baptist Church (out near
Chicago, IL) years ago. Sometimes we
also did it in the youth group of our
church or at singspirations that took place late on
Sunday night at our own or some other nearby
church. ”It Is Summertime in My Soul! It is
summertime in my soul! Since Jesus saved me, new
life he gave me. In the wintertime it’s summer
in my soul.“ And having completed that singing once, the
keyboard musicians would transfer us to a higher key for a
second go-round; then yet a third time higher still, until our
voices were stretching and straining to get the thing ended. (I
haven’t any idea where that custom came from, but I know we
never quit after just singing it once, omitting modulations to
second and third passes.) You know, after that third and
final time, everybody was looking around at other people,
smiling, enjoying the slight foolishness of what we had
just done, and glad that we were up to the challenge.
It was a happy moment.

Precisely! It was ”summertime* in our souls. For, ”since...new
life he gave me...it is summer in my soul!“

As I write this, it is late on a Saturday evening. Darkness fell
a number of hours ago. It is deep winter, and snows appropriate
to the season are coming down. We are hearing forecasts of
accumulated inches in double digits for tonight.

Those are the conditions outside. And inside, well some
things are wintery at the moment too“bothersome a little
bit. There are one or two matters“more like five or
ten“that are refusing clarity and resolution in my mind. I
cannot quite figure them out. And I’m wishing for this
kind of winter to go away.

Z1Hreus Hhe Bk Fhoo S reli &

.Il LR} - ..

Fat chance! Scason follows season; none can
be rushed. You have to wait each one out.
This is the way of the earth, and the way
our lives go also
But then, no wonder the old ”Summertime in
My Soul“ chorus has come back just now from
some occupied space of memory. It is a needful
recurrence of something helpful, reminding this
ol’ self that nothing external to the gospel and to
the love of Jesus Christ for us, nothing outside
the call of the Lord upon our living and the summons
to follow him through ”thick and thin,“ ought to
change an internal climate of joy and spiritual warmth“a
summertime providing the soul with nutrients for thriving,
flourishing, and growing.

Since, after all“if ”...Jesus saved me, new life he gave me!
In the wintertime it’s summer in my soul.“

Pardon me, but all this talk of summertime reminds me further
that two issues from now we will be carrying on the pages of
this magazine an announcement of the next convention, July
5-8, 2001, in Philippi, WV. Dates circled, please, for your
attendance. Or your prayers. Or, best of all, both! There will be
plenty of summertime for you there, both within and without,
as we come together for fellowship, talk, recreation, and for
learning new things about the Lord’s call to do the work we
have come to understand as our mission.
Christmas came a lot faster than you thought, didn’t it? Wait
till you see how quickly July 5-8 arrives.
In winter and in summer, God bless you and yours.
Robert Dvorak

.
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Christ’s Expectations of Us

f you love me, you will keep my
John 14:15

That is the theme and verse of the
92" annual convention, which has been
set for July 5-8, 2001, in Philippi.
¢ At the next convention, Canadian
delegates and guests will be paying
the registration fee, meals, and

commandments.

accommodation in Canadian dollars
to help them to offset the unfavorable
exchange rate between US and Canadian dollars.

* We are also preparing a special program for the 4™ of July. We
encourage all of you to come early. There will be a picnic, game
playing, singing, and of course fireworks.

e There will be a camp for young people during the convention.
More information about the camp can be found in the next
issue of Glorious Hope.
* Date for the 93* annual convention is tentatively set for June
27-30, 2002 or July 4-7, 2002.
e Next midyear meeting of the General Board will be at
Scranton Road Baptist Church, Cleveland, Ohio, in October
or November 2001.

There will be a lot of exciting events during the 92" annual
convention. Come and see!!

We will have more information about the annual convention
in the next issues of Glorious Hope.

George Sommer, Executive Secretary

Q
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o you ever feel the immense weight of this earthly life?
We have entered the third millennium, yet we do not
see a significant change. Has humankind learned a
lesson during the past two thousand years? We are
certainly aware of the tremendous progress that has
been made in the field of science and technology. However, in
the cultural sphere change has not brought what humankind
has expected. No one has become superhuman. On the
contrary, we realize that it is impossible to fully comprehend
the amazingly complex structure of the human being, although
many institutions are attempting this. The media informs us of
various attempts and theories that aim toward a single goal: to
be on the same level as God our Creator. Naturally, no one
openly admits to this. God created us according to His image.
He gave us the ability to survive on this planet. It is no secret
that the capacity of the human brain is much greater than we
previously thought. Despite this, man appears to be staggering
in one spot, as if he were enclosed within a small space. For
some people this space is smaller than for others, and some
cannot move at all. This enclosed space is sin. We know that sin
disables us and then causes death. We also know that freedom
from this cage of sin is possible only through the blood of
the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. Are we fully conscious of this
truth? If so, then let us not be tied down by our limited space,
but constantly strive to be free. Let us not allow ourselves to
succumb to exhaustion from the continuous battle. We are
not immune to sin. The means by which we fight against sin
becomes a testimony to our relationship with God.

As we enter the new millennium, may our lives
demonstrate the hope and salvation we have in our
Lord Jesus Christ.

0 Natasha Legierski

Nada Petrakova and Natasha Legierski

Proc jsi smutna, duse...
(Zalm 43,5)

...duse se zmita v pocitech...
viny vdécnosti
konejsi priliv
beznadéje a tihy
tiha hiichu provazi clovéka
na kazdém kroku
svet lezi v beznadéji
...neni tniku
duse je unavena
neplac duse
pohled’ na k¥iz
tam je nadéje
v Jezisi
duse je vdécna
a milyje
miluje Boha

Uvaha
itite n€kdy nesmirnou tihu pozemského zivota? Vstoupili
jsme do tietiho tisicileti. Nevidime Zadné zasadni zmény.
Poucilo se lidstvo z téch dvou minulych tisicileti?
Jisté vnimame neuvéritelné pokroky na védecko-technické
bazi. Po kulturni strance zmény ovSem nepfinesly to, co
lidstvo ocekavalo. Nikdo se nestal superclovekem.

Naopak si uvédomujeme, Ze neni mozné proniknout do samotné
podstaty Clovéka, aCkoliv se o to mnohé instituce pokouseji. Ve
sdélovacich prostiedcich jsme informovani o riznych pokusech
a teoriich sméfujicich pouze k jednomu: jak se dostat na uroven
Boha Stvoritele. Samoziejmeé to nikdo vefejné neprizna. Pan Bih
stvofil ¢lovéka ke svému obrazu. Vybavil ho schopnostmi, které
potiebuje k preZiti na této zemi. Neni tajemstvim, Ze kapacita
mozku je daleko vétsi, nez je lidstvu znamo. Presto se Clovék potdci
na jednom misté, jakoby byl v ohraniceném prostoru. Pro né€koho je
ten prostor vétsi, nez pro druhého, nékdo se z mista ani nepohne.
OhraniCenym prostorem je hiich. Vime, zZe hfich ochromuje a
potom zpusobuje smrt. Vime také, Ze vysvobozeni z omezeného
prostoru, od hfichu, je mozné pouze prostfednictvim krve Beranka
Boziho, JeziSe Krista. Vnimame tuto pravdu v plném rozsahu?
Jestlize ano, nenechme se omezovat prostorem, usilujme o neustalé
odpoutavani se. Nedovolme, abychom podlehli unavé z neustalého
boje. Proti hfichu nejsme imunni. Zptsob, jakym bojujeme proti
hfichu, se stava svédectvim o naSem vztahu k Bohu.

Pfi vstupu do nového milénia demonstrujme svymi Zivoty
nadéji a spaseni, které mame v JeZiSi Kristu.

Natasa Legierska

a
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The New Year Classroom..

By
Judy Prater

Let’s look at the New Year like a classroom..
Starting with a clean slate..
Don’t even get your chalk out..
Or mistakes will be your fate..

Now don’t think it’s going to be perfect..
But, you can move to the head of the class..
If we keep our slate clean.,

Then our faithfulness grades will pass..
Now sometimes we’ll have to write on the
board..

100 times ”1 never do that again..“

Our desk is made of flesh, you see..
And boy does it like to sin..

So, sit straight up and listen..
Because our Teacher is giving instructions..
And don’t let your mind wonder.,
With 101 interruptions..

Now you must study hard in your classroom..
Be healthy, be strong and be wise..
Because we want to get a passing grade..

To get our diploma in Paradise..




